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Glossary1144 

Acquérats: Enslaved Africans of the French fort of Ouidah. 

Agou:  Interpreter in the Hueda administration. 

Akhigan:  Official responsible for the trade in the Dahomey administration. 

Aldée: From the Porguese word aldeia; a village or small rural community. 

Aplogan: (gan meaning chief) high officials of the Hueda administration. 

Arrack: Liquor or spirit, commonly distilled from coconut palm sap, rice or sugarcane. 

Bétel: pepper plant whose leaves are consumed in Asia. 

Bonyon: principal royal merchant under Dahomey. 

Chamber of Justice: French sovereign tribunal or commission of the Royal Council 

temporarily established to search out those who have embezzled royal funds.  

Chaudrie: Court in Pondicherry ruling on disputes between Indian inhabitants. 

Chetty: A South Indian merchant caste, divided over years into several subcastes, each 

functioning as a separate caste. 

Cockavo: The highest military officer in Ouidah in the Dahomey administration. 

Coki: Principal royal merchant under Dahomey. 

Diwan: Provincial revenue farmer and administrator, usually Mughal. 

Dubash: Literally “two languages”; interpreter; translator. 

Fanam: Southern Indian currency, gold or silver coin. 

Farman: literally “command”; imperial grant, patent, charter. 

Faujdar: literally “army-holder”; head of tributary military or police force, usually Mughal. 

Ferme générale: consortium of tax-farmers collecting indirect revenues and the revenues of 

the royal domain in France. 

Financier: fisco-financial administrator for the French monarchy, the function combined 

collecting royal revenue and providing credit to the king. 

Gogan:  High official of the Hueda administration. 

                                                           
1144

 Arasara, p. 389-394 ; Kaeppelin p. 663-667; Stern, p. 286-288 ; slave coast, and rowlands  
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Guinées: Thin cotton textiles mainly produced on the Coromandel Coast. 

Marakkayar: A subdivision of Tamil Muslims of Coromandel. 

Mehu: High official of the Dahomey administration. 

Migan: High official of the Dahomey administration. 

Nayak: Southern Indian ruler, often a tributary state under Vijayanagara empire. 

Nawab: A Mughal provincial governor or viceroy. 

Pagoda: Southern Indian currency, gold or silver; also a Hindu temple. 

Pīshkash: Offering, tribute, gift, most often to a government official. 

Quèche: small French ship of 200 to 500 tonneaux.  

Receveur général: Function in the French fiscal system in charge of collecting direct taxes 

from the receveurs locally and transferred it to the royal treasury or kept it available for the 

royal administration in the provinces. 

Rupee: Mughal currency, silver coin. 

Salempouris: white or blue cottone textiles from the Coromandel Coast. 

Topaz: mestizo Indo-Portuguese soldier. 

Vellalar: A Tamil africultural caste. 

Yevogan: (yevo meaning white) the official responsible for all dealing with Europeans in the 

Hueda and Dahomey administration. 

 

Currencies1145  

1 livres tournois = 20 sous; 1sol = 12 deniers 

1 écu = 3 livres 

1 pagoda = 8 livres tournois and 10 sous 

1 fanam = 4 sous 

1 Pondicherry rupee = 30-33 sous 

                                                           
1145

 Paul Kaeppelin, La Compagnie des Indes orientales et François Martin: étude sur l’histoire du commerce et 

des établissements français dans l’Inde sous Louis XIV (1664-1719) (Paris: Challamel, 1908), 540–41. 
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Sources and bibliography 

1. Manuscript sources 

Archives nationales d’outre-mer (Aix-en-Provence): 

ANOM Série B correspondance au départ: 

- ANOM B//24: Arrest qui nomme Pontchartrain directeur pour le Roy dans la 

compagnie de l’Assiente, 19 October 1701. 

- ANOM B//28: letter of Pontchartrain to Bernard, 3 March 1706. 

- ANOM B//30: letter of Pontchartrain to the the East India Company directors; letter of 

Pontchartrain to Dulivier, 16 January 1709. 

- ANOM B//31: letter of Pontchartrain to the directors of the Asiento Company, 2 May 

1708. 

- ANOM B//34: letter of Pontchartrain to Hébert, 19 September 1712. 

- ANOM B//35: letter of Pontchartrain to the East India Company directors, 6 January 

1713. 

- ANOM B//36: letter of Pontchartrain to Ducoulombier, 29 June 1714. 

ANOM Série C2 administration en France:  

- ANOM C2 9 (1701-1705)  

- ANOM C2 12 (1706-1707) 

- ANOM C2 13 (1708-1711) 

- ANOM C2 14 (1708-1718) 

ANOM Série C2 correspondance à l’arrivée: 

- ANOM C2 63 (1674-1691) 

- ANOM C2 64 (1692-1698) 

- ANOM C2 65 (1699-1700) 

- ANOM C2 66 (1701-1702) 

- ANOM C2 67 (1703-1705)  

- ANOM C2 68 (1705-1708) 

- ANOM C2 69 (1710-1716) 

- ANOM C2 70 (1715-1718) 

- ANOM C2 71 (1718-1720) 

ANOM Série C6 Sénégal ancien: 

- ANOM C6  25 Ouidah (1716-1768) 

ANOM Série E personnel colonial ancien (XVIIe-XVIIIe) 

- ANOM E 43: Bouchel 

- ANOM E 140: Dubord 

- ANOM E 145: Ducoulombier 
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- ANOM E 152: Dulivier 

- ANOM E 186: Fontanieu 

- ANOM E 214: Guestard 

- ANOM E 285: Levesque 

ANOM Série F documents divers: F2a7-11 Compagnies de commerce 

- F2a7 Compagnie de l’Assiente (1701-1707) 

- F2a8 Compagnie de l’Assiente (1708-1716) 

- F2a9 Compagnie de l’Assiente (1717-1771)  

- F2a11 Compagnie de Guinée and Compagnie des Indes (1685-1786)  

Archives nationales (Paris) 

AN Série B fonds de la Marine: 

- AN MAR/B/1/9: Letter of Bouchel to the Council of the Navy, 9 November 1715. 

- AN MAR/B/1/19: Council of the Navy, 1717. 

- AN MAR/B/3/175: Council of the Navy, 31 December 1709. 

- AN MAR/B/3/264: Council of the Navy, 1720. 

- AN MAR B/3/280: Bigot de la Mothe to the Council of the Navy, 19 February 1722. 

- AN MAR/B/3/439: Council of the Navy, 11 September 1745. 

AN série E Conseil du Roi: 

- AN E//569/A: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 5 July 1687. 

- AN E//649/A: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 17 March 1696. 

- AN E//673/A: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 4 March 1698. 

- AN E//721/A: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 13 June 1702. 

- AN E//738/B - 739: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 27 November 1703. 

- AN E//775/B: Arrêt du conseil d’État, 28 December 1706. 

AN minutier central des notaires 

- MC//ET/CV/915: Direction de Vitry la Ville, 24 March 1787. 

Archives départementales: 

Archives départementales Loire-Atlantique (Nantes):  

- C739-742 Cours et Jurisdiction d’Ancien Régime  

Archives départementales Ille-et-Vilaine (Rennes): 

- 1 F 1897 Correspondence Magon de la Balue (12 September 1717 to 19 March 1719) 

- 11J3 Correspondence Magon de la Balue (17 August  1711 to 15 March 1717) 

Bibliothèque nationale (Paris): 

Département des manuscrits: 

- ms. fr. 7584: “Déclarations des personnes sujettes à la chambre de justice de 1716”. 
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- ms. fr. 24 223: “Compagnie des Indes. L’Expedition. Journal de navigation du voyage 

de Guinée, isles de l’Amérique par le Chevalier Desmarchais”. 

Collection des actes royaux  

- n°756, Edit … pour l’establissement de la Compagnie des Indes occidentales. 

- n° 767,  Déclarations du Roy l’une, portant établissement d’une compagnie pour le 

commerce des Indes Orientales. 

Conseil d'Etat 

-  n°891: Arrêt du conseil d'Etat qui ordonne que les Srs Morel de Boistiroux et 

Mesnager […] 

The National Archives (London): 

Treasury Records: 

- TNA T70/6, abstracts of letter received from Whydah (1705-1732) 

- TNA T70/1475, letters of William Baillie, Whydah (1716-1719) 

- TNA C 113/262, correspondence of William Baillie (1718-1721) 

British Library (London): 

Indian Office Records: 

- IOR/G/19/35, Public Proceedings Fort Madras (1703-1704) 

- IOR/P/ 239/ 84, Public Proceedings Fort Madras (1707-1708) 

- IOR/P/ 239/ 85, Public Proceedings Fort Madras (1708-1709)  

- IOR/P/ 239/ 86, Public Proceedings Fort Madras (1712-1715) 

Collection Area Western Manuscripts: 

- BM Add MSS 19560: “Journal de navigation du voyage de la coste de Guinnée, […] 

par le sieur Desmarchais 1704-1706” 

- BM Add MSS 22842, Letter Book of Thomas Pitt, Fort St George (21 October 1699 

to 26 June 1700) 

- BM Add MSS 22843, Letter Book of Thomas Pitt, Fort St George (10
 
March 1700 to 

25 September 1701) 

- BM Add MSS 22846, Letter Book of Thomas Pitt, Fort St George (7 July 1702 to 19 

February 1702/3) 

- BM Add MSS 22850, Letter Book of Thomas Pitt, Fort St George (26 January 1706/7 

to 21 October 1709) 

Nationaal archief (Den Haag): 

Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie archief: 

- NL-HaNA, VOC 1.04.02. inv. no. 8373. 

- NL-HaNA, VOC 1.04.02 inv. no 8919. 
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Nederlandse bezettingen: 

- NL-HaNA, Kust van Guinea (1658-1872) 1. 05. 14, inv. no. 89.  

Stadsarchief Amsterdam (Amsterdam) 

- SAA, NA 3375, testament of Pierre Testas, 16 August 1697. 

- SAA, NA 7982/93, obligation to Pierre Testas, 13 May 1719. 

- SAA, NA 7997/227, notarial deed in French about raw sugar sent from Bordeau to 

Pierre Testas, 20 May 1721. 

- SAA, NA 8009/1367, notarial deed in English about Pierre Testas’ shares in the South 

Sea Company, 18 February 1724. 

- SAA, NA 8789, notarial deed about a contract of employement by Pierre Testas, 10 

January 1741. 

- SAA, NA 11283/10, notarial deed giving Pierre Testas & zonen power of attorney for 

the French East India Company, 4 October 1743. 

- SAA, NA 11310/40, notarial deed in French about Pierre Testas & zonen giving 

power of attorney to a Nantes merchants over a shipment of sugar and indigo, 14 

November 1747. 
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Société Française d’Histoire d’Outre-mer etc, 1979. 

Norris, Robert. Memoirs of the Reign of Bossa Akadee, King of Dahomy. London, 1789. 
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de l’Histoire de l’Inde Française, 1913. 
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