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NOTES ON TRANSLITERATIONS  
 
Arabic words were transliterated following the IJMES (International Journal of 
Middle Eastern Studies) Transliteration System with the generous help of Alexandra 
Pleşa.1 In order to facilitate their identification, names of towns and archaeological 
sites were generally given in their contemporary English form when possible (e.g., 
Samarra or Antioch). In the cases where an English form is absent, the Turkish 
toponyms are cited (e.g., Gözlükule or Kırşehir). A similar approach was adopted for 
technical terms which have an accepted English spelling found in the Merriam–
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, these were used in their English forms (e.g., jihad, 
sheikh).  
 

 
																																																								
1 https://ijmes.chass.ncsu.edu/IJMES_Translation_and_Transliteration_Guide.  
	

I J M E S  TRANSLITERATION SYSTEM 
FOR ARABIC, PERSIAN, AND TURKISH

C o n s o n a n t s
A = Arabic, P = Persian, OT = Ottoman Turkish, MT = Modern Turkish

A P OT MT A P OT MT A P OT MT

À & & & — Ñ z z z z â k k or g k or ñ k or n
Ç b b b b or p ý — zh j j or y or y
ò — p p p Ò s s s s or ğ or ğ

É t t t t Ó sh sh ş ş ÷ — g g g

Ê th s s s Ô ) ) ) s ã l l l l
Ë j j c c Õ * ż ż z ä m m m m
ô — ch ç ç Ö , , , t å n n n n
Ì - - - h × . . . z æ h h h

1
h

1

Í kh kh h h Ø / / / — ç w v or u v v

Î d d d d Ù gh gh g or ğ g or ğ é y y y y

Ï dh z z z à f f f f È a
2

Ð r r r r á q q ḳ k ãÆ 3

Vo w e l s

ARABIC AND PERSIAN OTTOMAN AND MODERN TURKISH

Long  
����or 
Ċ ā ā

ç ū ū

é ī ī

Doubled 2é¬1 iyy (final form ī) iy (final form ī)

2�ç¬0 uww (final form ū) uvv

Diphthongs ç / au or aw ev

Ċ / ai or ay ey

Short ¬/ a a or e

¬0 u u or ü / o or ö
¬1 i ı or  i

For Ottoman Turkish, authors may either transliterate or use the modern Turkish orthography.

words of Arabic
and Persian
origin only

1 When h is not final.   2 In construct state: at.  3 For the article, al- and -l-.
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