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Appendix B: Commitment to Teaching Questionnaire

Introduction:

This questionnaire is for a PhD study on “Student teachers’ commitment to teaching”. The
information provided in this questionnaire will be used only for research purposes. Your
responses will be treated anonymously and no part of it will be used against you in any way.
So when responding, please be as honest as possible as your answers will not affect your
studies or any part of your life endeavor. Remember there is no correct or wrong answer.
This questionnaire contains SIX (6) parts, namely A, B, C, D, E & F. Specific instructions for
each part are provided.

Part A: In this part, are items that express personal feelings, beliefs and opinions about
commitment to teaching. Please indicate the extent to which each item applies to you. Use a
five point scale Not at all, Very little, A little, Quite a lot and Very much by putting X in a
box appropriate to your situation for each item. Indicate only ONE choice for each item.

Not | Very | A Quit | Very
at all | little | little | ea muc
lot h

1 I am happy with my choice to become a teacher

I like my major teaching subject

3 I think I am responsible to do what is best for all
students in my class

4 I can easily change my decision to become a
teacher at this time

5 I talk positively about the teaching profession

I feel that it is important to continually improve my
teaching skills

7 I like to teach the subject matter of my major
teaching subject

8 I feel a responsibility to continue in the teaching
profession

9 I am willing to dedicate my extra time out of
contact hours to help students

10 | I am willing to share my teaching experiences with
my colleagues

11 | I believe that after I graduate, I have a responsibility
to stay in the teaching profession for a reasonable
period of time

12 | I am enthusiastic about teaching

13 | I believe that I will never give up teaching students
who have a negative attitude towards learning

14 | I have the responsibility to make my major teaching
subject interesting to my students

15 | T will feel guilty if T leave the teaching profession

162




Not | Very | A Quit | Very
atall | little | little |ea | muc
lot h

16 | I am certain I will take up teaching after my
graduation

17 | I feel happy about becoming a teacher

18 | I am willing to use my free time to organize
activities for students(e.g. subject club, exhibitions)
in the field of my major teaching subject

19 | It would be costly for me to change my decision to
become a teacher

20 | Ibelieve that I can make all my students learn

21 | I am willing to take courses or seminars to develop
my subject knowledge

22 | Teaching is the ideal profession for me

23 | Tintend to teach for a reasonable period of time
after my training

24 | I am willing to spend my free time reading and
searching materials for my teaching subject

25 | I'am sure I will take up teaching as soon as I
graduate

26 | Ibelieve that I am responsible for my students’
performance

27 | It is fine with me if I leave the teaching profession

28 | I am determined to help students to perform their
best in my major teaching subject

29 | I think students are responsible for their own
performance

30 | I dislike being a teacher

31 | After I graduate, [ am willing to pay for courses
and seminars on my subject knowledge as a teacher

32 | It would be difficult changing my decision to
become a teacher at this time

33 | I'am proud to tell others that I am a teacher to be

34 | I am willing to take ups and downs that go with the
teaching profession

35 | After I graduate, I will regularly upgrade my
knowledge as a teacher

36 | Changing my decision to become a teacher now
would require considerable personal sacrifice

37 | Teaching hold great personal meaning for me

38 | No matter what happens, it would be inappropriate

for me to leave teaching now
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39 | Ibelieve that I have the responsibility to do what is
best for every student in my class
40 | I will lose nothing by changing my decision to

become a teacher

Part B: In this part, are items about perceptions of teachers, teaching and the teaching
profession. Please indicate the extent to which each item applies to you. Use a five point scale
Not at all, Very little, A little, Quite a lot and Very much by putting X in a box appropriate
to your situation for each item. Indicate only ONE choice for each item.

Not
at all

Very
little

A
little

Quit
ea
lot

Very
muc
h

41

I chose to study teacher education because [ need a
degree

42

I feel that my family is happy with my decision to
become a teacher

43

I think that teachers are valued by society

44

I believe that teacher education training is important
for my promotion as a teacher

45

I think that secondary school students perceive my
major teaching subject as important

46

I am willing to teach anywhere in my country

47

I believe teaching is a high status occupation

48

I think that it will be difficult to get a teaching job
after graduation

49

I believe that teaching is a secure job

50

I am confident that I can get a teaching job after my
graduation

51 | I think that teaching is an occupation that offers a
good salary

52 | I think that teaching is a too demanding job

53 | I think it is important that my major teaching
subject is taught in secondary schools

54 | I believe that teaching is a well-respected job

55 | I believe that my teacher education degree will help
me to get jobs other than teaching

56 | I think that schools have enough resources (e.g.
buildings, furniture)

57 | I think that teaching offers a low salary

58 | I believe that my close friends are happy with my

decision to become a teacher
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Not
at all

Very
little

little

Quit
ea
lot

Very
muc

59

I believe that in society teaching is perceived as a
professional occupation

60

I believe that most students like my major teaching
subject

61

I think that with a teaching qualification I can earn
extra money through tuition

62

I think that most teachers are motivated in their
work

63

I think that my major teaching subject is valued by
society

64

I think that teaching offers a steady career path

65

I think that it is good for a teacher to spend extra
time with students outside of expected contact
hours

66

I think that the job of teaching has too much
workload

67

I believe teaching will provide a sufficient income

68

I feel that my family is supportive of my decision to
become a teacher

69 | I believe students dislike my major teaching subject
70 | I think teaching requires expertise
71 | Ithink a teaching job will allow me more family

time than other jobs

72

I think that schools have enough teaching facilities
(e.g. books, chalks)

73

I believe my close friends are unhappy with my
decision to become a teacher

74

I am willing to work in rural schools

Part C: In this part, are items concerning the extent to which you feel able to perform the

following teaching activities at this moment. Please indicate the extent to which each item

applies or does not apply to you. Use a five point scale Not at all, Very little, A little, Quite
a lot and Very much by putting X in a box appropriate to your situation for each item.
Indicate only ONE choice for each item.

Not
at all

Very
little

A
little

Quit
ea
lot

Very
muc

h

75

I think I can use a variety of assessment strategies

76

I think I can provide alternative explanations or
examples when students get confused
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77 | Ithink I can craft good questions for my students in
my classroom

78 | I think I can implement alternative strategies in my
classroom

79 | I think I can control disruptive behavior in the
classroom

80 | Ithink I can get students to follow classroom rules

81 | Ithink I can calm a student who is disruptive

82 | I think I can establish a classroom management
system with each class

83 | Ithink I can help my students value learning

84 | I think I can get my students to believe they can do
well in their schoolwork

85 | Ithink I can motivate students who show low
interest in schoolwork

86 | I think I can assist families in helping their children
do well in school

Part D: In this part, items are about satisfaction with the teacher education program you are

following. Please indicate the extent to which each item applies to you. Use a five point scale
Not at all, Very little, A little, Quite a lot and Very much by putting X in a box appropriate
to your situation for each item. Indicate only ONE choice for each item.

Not | Very | A Quit | Very
atall | little | little |ea | muc
lot h
87 | I am satisfied with my teacher education training
program
88 | I believe my lecturers are good models of teachers
89 | The training I receive is unsatisfactory for my
preparation as a teacher
90 | I am happy with the learning support provided with
my lecturers
91 | The courses I take are relevant for my preparation
as a teacher
92 | I am comfortable to approach my lecturers for
advice
93 | I am happy with the way I am prepared to become a
teacher
94 | I feel a distance between me and my lecturers
95 | I have learned enough teaching competences from
the teacher education training program
96 | Teaching practice has been helpful for my
preparation as a teacher
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Part E: This part is about your personal information, please put X in a box for one alternative
which is appropriate to you.
97. Are you male or female?

a. Male
b. Female

98. Are you married?
a. Yes
b. No

99. What is your Age?
a. Under 20 years
b. 20 to 24 years
c. 25to29 years
d. 30 to 34 years
e. 35 to 39 years
f. 40+ years

100. What is your degree Specialization?
a. Bachelor of Arts with Education
b. Bachelor of Science with Education
c. Bachelor of Education with Arts
d. Bachelor of Education with Science

101. What is your year of study?
a. First year
b. Second year
c. Beginning of third year
d. End of third year

102. What is your experience in teaching other than university teaching practice?
e. None
f. Less than one year
g. One to five year
h. More than five years

103. Where are you from?
a. Rural area (villages)
b. Urban (cities, region and district
towns)
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104. What are your teaching subjects and what are form SIX national examination pass score
for each of your teaching subject? (For B.Ed. students choose only for one teaching
subject)

(a). MAJOR TEACHING
SUBJECT
Geography

History
English
Kiswahili

French

Mathematics

Economics

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

General studies/civics

FORM VI SCORE- MAJOR TEACHING
SUBJECT
A B C D E S

(b). MINOR TEACHING
SUBJECT
Geography
History
English
Kiswabhili
French
Mathematics

Economics

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

General studies/civics

FORM VI SCORE- MINOR TEACHING
SUBJECT
A B C D E S F
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105. What financial responsibilities you have for your family
a. I am the only financial provider for my family

b. Iam the provider but also have other(s) to share financial responsibilities

with
c. Ido not have financial responsibilities for others so far

106. Do you receive a government loan to finance your university education?

a. Yes
b. No

If Yes go to question 107 & 108, if No go to question 109

107. How much percent of the loan you receive?

100% 90% | 80% 70% | 60% | 50% |40% |30% |20%

10%

108. If less than 100% who cover the rest percentage of the required costs?
a. My family
b. Me
c. My family and me
d. Someone out of my family sponsor(s)

109. Who finance your university education?
a. My family
b. Me
c. My family and me
d. Someone out of my family sponsor(s)

Part F: In this part you are asked to rate your personal general behavior on a 7 point scale
ranging from 1 (never or almost never true) to 7 ( always or almost always true) by putting X

in a box appropriate to your situation for each item. Indicate only ONE choice for each item.

Z ) 14

N —] -

3 . ] 2= 2 = = &

- E = = At Og

S @ > = ] - > @ =

= = = s ] = = >

D = < < ) « &

> 2 = £ 3] - = z 2
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Z E3~ s @ 5E O 5 =} = < E 5
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110 | Adaptable

111 | Conceited

112 | Conscientious

113 | Conventional

114 | Jealous

115 | Moody
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116 | Reliable

117 | Secretive

118 | Tactful

119 | Truthful

120 | Affectionate

121 | Compassionate

122 | Eager to soothe hurt feelings

123 | Gentle

124 | Loves children

125 | Sensitive to the needs of

others
126 | Sympathetic
127 | Tender
128 | Understanding
129 | Warm

130 | Aggressive

131 | Assertive

132 | Defends own beliefs

133 | Dominant

134 | Forceful

135 | Has leadership abilities

136 | Independent

137 | Strong personality

138 | Willing to take a stand

139 | Willing to take risks

140.  Is there anything you want to mention about your commitment to teaching or about
the questionnaire? Please write it in the space below
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Appendix C: Interview Guiding Topics

Commitment to teaching:

With this topic interview focused on student-teachers’ psychological
attachment to, and identification with, the teaching profession, emotions
towards the teaching profession, and willingness to enter the profession.
Student-teachers were asked

1. Their levels of commitment to teaching,
2. Whether they liked teaching,
3. Were happy with their decision to become teachers,

4. If teaching was their first choice and if they are happy to follow
the teacher education programme, and

5. If they intended to enter the profession after graduation and stay
in the profession for a reasonable period of time.

Motivation to enter the teaching profession:

With this topic interviewers asked student-teachers to explain their
reasons for choosing teaching

1. Factorsthat influenced student-teachers to enter teacher education
and

2. Factors that influenced student-teachers to enter the teaching
profession after graduation.

Perception of teaching and the teaching profession:
Interview questions focused on

1. Student-teachers’ perceived status of the teaching profession and
remuneration,
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Student-teachers’ likes and dislikes about the teaching
profession,Perceived society’s attitude and perceptions about
teachers and the teaching profession,

Perceived teaching job working conditions, and

Perceived support from family and close relatives regarding their
decisions to become teachers
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