% Universiteit
%45 Leiden
The Netherlands

Ecology of the Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis Riippell 1835) in a
changing landscape: Human carnivore interactions in Afroalpine

ecosystems of Ethiopia
Genbere, G.E.

Citation

Genbere, G. E. (2017, September 5). Ecology of the Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis Ruppell
1835) in a changing landscape: Human carnivore interactions in Afroalpine ecosystems of
Ethiopia. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/54949

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/54949

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/54949

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/54949 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation

Author: Genbere, G.E.
Title: Ecology of the Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis Riippell 1835) in a changing

landscape: Human carnivore interactions in Afroalpine ecosystems of Ethiopia
Issue Date: 2017-09-05


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/54949
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

Acknowledgements

This study could not have been happened without the permission and sup-
port of the Amhara National Regional State Environment, Forest and Wild-
life Protection and Development Authority. In particular I would like to
thank the General Director of the Authority, Mr Asefa Belay, who made the
swift decision to grant permission for my study. I am grateful to Mr Fentaw
Awayehu, Atsenaf Besteha, Michael Awed, Addisu Molla and Dargewu Be-
lete for facilitating the permission of North Wollo Zone Environmental Pro-
tection Land Administration and Use Department.

To all those who funded this study the Ethiopian Wolf Conservation Pro-
gramme, the Wildlife Conservation Network a Pat ]. Miller Scholarship, the
People’s Trust for Endangered Species, the Rufford Foundation and the Lou-
wes Fund for Water and Food I am deeply indebted to your support.

I am grateful to my promoter professor Geert de Snoo and co-promot-
er professor Hans de Iongh for your unfailing support, encouragements and
positive attitude, all of which helped me greatly during some difficult times
in recent years. I wish to show my appreciation to professor Hans de Iongh,
who will retire soon; you are truly the kind of courageous father, friend and
academic supervisor best suited to this job. Not only did you share your
knowledge and experience with me, but you also proved to be patient and
supportive when I needed it most. Thank you once again for your persistent
care and sensible supervision, and I wish you all the best in your retirement.
My special thanks go to my other co-promoter Dr Jorgelina Marino and her
husband Professor Claudio Sillero-Zubiri for giving me the opportunity to
work with the wolves on the Ethiopian Wolf Conservation Programme and to
study at the universities of Oxford and Leiden. I would like to thank you both
for organising funding for my project and for your assistance ever since the
design stage of this study, both in Oxford and Ethiopia. Thank you so much
for your confidence and faith in my ability to carry out this project to a suc-
cessful conclusion and for your encouragement and perspicacious comments
to me as a student, friend and work colleague. I hope together we can create
a bright future for the Ethiopian wolf.

There were countless people who advised and supported me in Ethiopia,
England and the Netherlands, and a full list would probably be a thesis in it-
self. However, I would like to express my special gratitude to my wife Agerie
Debeb and my beloved children Abel, Kaleb and Mariamawit. I know you all
have deserved a lot and I am proud of that. I hope you are also proud of me.
Agerie, thank you for your unconditional love, encouragement and support.

135



Ecology of the Ethiopian wolf (Canis simensis Riippell, 1835) in a changing landscape

136

Thank you for providing me with the education and opportunities that have
enabled me to realise my dream!

I am enormously grateful to Anteneh Girma who trained both myself and
my two field assistants in live rodent trapping. The fieldwork could not have
been completed without the help of these two hard-working field assistants
at high altitude, in rough terrain and in cold and wet weather conditions, so
my special thanks go to Abebaw Abyie and Shimels Ababu. My thanks also go
to Eric Bedin for his dedication as field coordinator of EWCP in facilitating
my field logistics and for his positive advice and for following my progress
by telephone from Bale. I am deeply indebted to you. My warmest thanks
go to Edriss Ebu and Fekadu Lemma who helped me to make everything
run smoothly. I am grateful to Dr Kees Musters for his advice on statistical
analysis, Maarten van 't Zelfde and my friend Mohamed Adem for their help
with GIS technology in order to make a map of my study area. My deepest in-
debtedness goes to Dr Zelealem Tefera who first introduced me to work with
Claudio and Jorgelina. Dr Hans Bauer must get a special thank you for facil-
itating my acceptance in Leiden and for welcoming me in Leiden city when I
first arrived. Dr Hans has stuck with me from start to finish, both as a friend
and as an advisor. Thank you for that. I would like to thank all the people I
interviewed for their time, honesty and collaboration. Also I would like to
thank BSNP staff, particularly all the Park scouts, Warden Dejen Awoke and
our focal person Solomon Abebe. It is only right to thank Abera Dagne and
his wife. They helped us by sharing their home and food at Belechuma whilst
the team were in the field.

Thank you to all my collaborators. From Ethiopia, Assaye Wondimageg-
nehu, Getachew Shiferaw, Worku LuLu, Asmare Tebeje, Betru Seyoum, Ges-
siu Teshome, Shimels Belachew and Wolde Zebene. From Oxford, Professor
David Macdonald, Dr Dawn Burman, Dr Christos Astaras, Dr Lucy Tallents,
Dr Paul Johnson and Jenifer Spencer. From Leiden, Dr Laura Bertola, Dr El-
len Cieraad, Esther Philips, Sussana and Jory. I am grateful for your assistance
with this study.

Last but not least, I would like to thank all my extended families in Addis
Ababa and Bahirdar. To mention just a few people, my wife’s mother Felek
Bogale and my brothers and sisters in Addis Ababa. Yilma, Gashaw, Wubie,
Shewaye, Aster, Kaleab and Birtkuan, thank you for your hospitality when I
go to and come back from Europe. My special thanks go to Endalk Asegidew
and Tamirat Eshete who have always been there for my family in my absence.
Finally, this piece of work is dedicated to the memories of my beloved father
Eshete Genbere and my mother Emahoy Sinkinesh Zikargie, who took me
out of the darkness of illiteracy and into the light of education. I feel proud to
dedicate this work in gratitude to you both. Thank you, thank you so much.
Now I am here!



