
“If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of labour in the
Iranian oil industry 1951-1973
Jefroudi, M.

Citation
Jefroudi, M. (2017, October 11). “If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of
labour in the Iranian oil industry 1951-1973. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation 
 
Author: Jefroudi, M. 
Title: “If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of labour in the Iranian oil 
industry 1951-1973 
Issue Date: 2017-10-11 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


12

Acknowledgements 

 Finally a long journey is about to end and fitting all the lovely 
people who have helped me in this process in a concise acknowledgement 
has proven to be one of  the most challenging tasks. 
 I need to thank my supervisors Prof. Touraj Atabaki and Prof. 
Marcel van der Linden. From the very first contact, Touraj warm-heartedly 
welcomed me to our project. He has been a supportive and critical 
supervisor, an attentive friend and at times a caring family member. Marcel 
was always there when I needed him. His forthright comments helped 
me sharpen my arguments and his encouragement pushed me to be more 
assertive. I am thankful to my “oily colleagues” Peyman Jafari and Kaveh 
Ehsani for our valuable exchanges. Peyman’s support went beyond working 
hours since my early days in Amsterdam. 
 I would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Karin Hofmeester, 
Prof. Leo Lucassen, and Prof. Mehrdad Vahabi, who kindly accepted to be 
in my dissertation committee. 
 Most of  my theoretical basis was formed in Boğaziçi University. 
Despite the many years since I left the Atatürk Institute for Modern 
Turkish History, I still feel indebted and appreciate the discussions and 
supervision I benefited from there. 

The foundational years of  this study were spent at the International 
Institute of  Social History, IISH with the funding of  The Netherlands 
Organisation for Scientific Research, NWO. I am grateful to my colleagues 
at the research and collection departments, and to the administrative staff.  
Jacqueline Rutte, Angèle Janse, Jacques van Gerwen, Marina de Regt, 
Rossana Barragán, Astrid Werburg, Maria Ullivarri, Gabriela Scodeller, and 
Suzanne Ossewaarde were particularly thoughtful and caring. I feel very 
fortunate to have met them. 

The bibliography lists the archives and libraries I consulted. This 
study would not be possible without their helpful staff. Robabeh Motaghedi, 
Paul Schroeder, Nasser Khaksar, the Dashtegoli and the Rasooli family not 
only shared their memories and private archives, they also opened their 
networks and houses to me. 

I am thankful to the Fox International Scholarship, which provided 
me with the opportunity to study at Yale University, MacMillan Center in 
2010. I would like to thank Joe and Alison Fox as well as the coordinator of  
the programme, Julia Muravnik for this unique experience. I was granted 



13

The Weatherhead Initiative on Global History Fellowship at Harvard 
University in 2013. I am particularly thankful to the coordinators of  the 
programme, Sven Beckert and Charles Maier, and program administrator 
Jessica Barnard. Life in Cambridge would not have been as enriching as it 
was were it not for my office mates Norberto Ferreras and Julia McClure. 

My path crossed with many precious people from all around the 
world during my PhD years. I am grateful to these many lovely coincidences 
that cherished my life. In no particular order, I would like to thank friends 
from the Gezi Solidarity movement in the Netherlands who have become 
parts of  my chosen family since 2013; fellow radical historians Pepijn 
Brandon, Klaas Stuutje, and Rosa Deen; Rudi Batzell, Joane Chaker, and 
Liat Spiro of  the Study of  Capitalism group in Harvard; Joao Romao, Bahar 
Sakızlıoğlu, Mark A. Dixon, Merijn Oudenampsen, Michael Marchman, 
Yannis Tzaninis, Alex Merlo, Nina Brenjo, Christian De Vito, Johanna Wolf, 
Elif  Keskiner, Aşiyan Aydın, Ard Dermout Cramer, Jack Ferguson, Federico 
Lafaire, and Seçkin İltan. 

I am thankful to have Alex de Jong in my life. I would not have 
been able to finish this dissertation had he not tolerated my absences at 
the office and been a great companion whenever I needed. I am grateful to 
him. IIRE gave me the energy I needed in the last three years. I would like 
to thank Joost Kircz, Aat van Wijk, Arend van de Poel, Bertil Videt, and 
Branislav Gajanovic for their friendship and support. IIRE would not be 
IIRE without the activists, who came from all around the world to attend 
our schools and seminars. I am thankful to all of  them for making my life 
more meaningful and joyful. This was all possible with the comradeship of  
many other people, in particular Penny Duggan and Marijke Colle.  

I am thankful to all my family who, from long distance showed 
their love and support. My mother Afsaneh Djalaei has been particularly 
helpful whenever I needed assistance while dealing with Iranian archives. 
I am thankful to her. 

Despite many heartbreaking news reports we followed everyday, 
Nathan Legrand and Safiye reminded me that life is a happy experience to 
share. I am lucky to have them in my life.  



14


