
“If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of labour in the
Iranian oil industry 1951-1973
Jefroudi, M.

Citation
Jefroudi, M. (2017, October 11). “If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of
labour in the Iranian oil industry 1951-1973. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation 
 
Author: Jefroudi, M. 
Title: “If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”: a social history of labour in the Iranian oil 
industry 1951-1973 
Issue Date: 2017-10-11 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/58772
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


“If I deserve it, it should be paid to me”:

A Social History of Labour in 
the Iranian Oil Industry (1951-1973) 

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van de graad van Doctor aan 
de Universiteit Leiden, op gezag van 

Rector Magnificus prof. mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker, 
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties te verdedigen 

op woensdag 11 oktober 2017 klokke 13:45 uur

door 

Maral Jefroudi
Geboren te Tehran

1982 



Promotor: Prof. dr. T. Atabaki (Universiteit Leiden)
Copromotor: Prof. dr. M.M. van der Linden (Universiteit van Amsterdam)

Promotiecommissie:

Prof. dr. K. Hofmeester (Universiteit Antwerpen)
Prof. dr. L.A.C.I. Lucassen (Universitiet Leiden)
Prof. dr. M. Vahabi (University Paris 8)



Maral Jefroudi

Leiden 2017





To oil workers,
 who make their own history 





Table of Contents 
List of  Tables					            		            10
Note on Transliteration						                11
Aknowledgements	 					                	         12

Introduction: A Social history of  labour in the oil industry	           15
The actors, objects and location of  this history			             22
Sources								                  27  
Historiographical concerns: Periodisation, Embeddedness, 
Social and Global History						                33
The Political and the Economic: State, Company, Workers		            43

Chapter One	
Nationalisation: The Legal, the Tallied, and the Imagined	           49
The D’Arcy Regime: The Beginning of  British Control over Iranian Oil              54
Centralisation and Changing Terms					               59
The Years of  War and Occupation					               66
Global Connections of  Nationalisation	                                               73
The Making of  the National Regime of  Oil	                                               80
Iranianisation: Quantifying the Power?	                                              	           85
From Blockade to the Coup: Years of  Actually Existing Nationalisation          92
The Coup and the Start of  “De-nationalisation” of  Management	           97
Who is the Iranian of  Iranianisation?	  	        	                                 103
Concluding Remarks						          	         112

Chapter Two
The staff, the Worker, and the “Non-company Workmen”: 
Locations in Relations of  Production				            115
Conceptualizing Class and Its Locations in the Iranian Oil Industry	         118
Job Classification	                                                                                 125
Linking Pay to the Needs: Workers’ Minimum Wage Basket	                     147
“The Right to Hire and Fire”: Who is the surplus worker?	                     170
Concluding Remarks	                                                                                 184

Chapter Three
Non-Basic Operations, Where Production Meets Reproduction         187
Reza									                 193
Maryam	                                                                                             195
Kazem								                           197



Housing						        	                     199
    To house or not to house: the quest		 		                      211
    Bringing in the Bank: the invention of  “freedom” of  accommodation             220
Education								                224
    The Take-Off  Period						              225
    General Education					                                     225
    Trade-oriented Education					                         236
Medical and Sanitary Amenities					             251
The transfer of  non-basic operations to NIOC		             	        265
The State’s White Revolution					                         267
Concluding Remarks					                                     270

Chapter Four
Two Faces of  Labour Activism: 
Mediation and Militancy in the Oil Industry			            273
Early Years of Trade Unionism in Iran and the Particularity of the Oil Industry       274
    The 1929 Oil Strike						                          277
    Labour Activism During the Interwar Years	 		                      280
    Labour Activism under Occupation				                       283
    The 1946 Oil Workers’ Strike					             287
    Post-1946 Dispute Solving Mechanisms			                       289
     Amir Quli Mohammadi of the Central Union of Oil Workers of Khuzestan          297
Years of  “Real” Nationalisation (1951-1954)			                       302
    Spring 1951 Strikes of  Nationalisation				            303
    After Nationalisation						              309
Consortium Years (1954-1973)					                        314
    1955 Work-Stoppages					                         317
    1957 Strikes				     	   	                                 320
    The 1958 Kharg Strike of  Transferred Workers			           326
    The 1959 New Year Strikes					                         328
    Labour Activism in the “long sixties”				            330
Labour activism at away-games: Relations with the ILO, ICFTU and WFTU        341
Conceptualizing Labour Activism: Dualistic or Inclusive?		          349
Concluding Remarks					                                     353

Conclusion: Not by bread alone					             355



Appendix I								                367
Appendix II								                371
Appendix III	 						              385
Appendix IV							                          387
Appendix V								                388
Bibliography								               391
Primary Sources							               391
Secondary Sources							               392
Curriculum Vitae					               		          403
Samenvatting							               404


