Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Amorites in the early Old Babylonian Period
Boer, R. de

Citation
Boer, R. de. (2014, May 28). Amorites in the early Old Babylonian Period. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/25842

Version: Corrected Publisher’s Version
Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the

Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/25842

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/25842

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/25842 holds various files of this Leiden University

dissertation.

Author: Boer, Rients de
Title: Amorites in the Early Old Babylonian Period
Issue Date: 2014-05-28


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/25842
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

Amorites
in the
Early Old Babylonian Period

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,
op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof. mr. C.]J.J.M. Stolker,
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties
te verdedigen op woensdag 28 mei 2014
klokke 11.15 uur

door
Rients de Boer
geboren te Groningen

in 1981



Promotiecommissie

Promotor: prof. dr. W.H. van Soldt
Co-promotor: dr. J.G. Dercksen
Overige leden: prof. dr. H. Gzella

prof. dr. R.]. van der Spek
dr. D.J.W. Meijer
dr. C. Waerzeggers

De vervaardiging van dit proefschrift is mogelijk gemaakt door het project
“The Impact of Migration: Migrant Related Change in the Ancient Near East’
gefinancierd door de Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onder-
zoek. Het drukken is mede mogelijk gemaakt door een bijdrage van de J.E. Jurri-
aanse Stichting te Rotterdam.



Table of Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER2  WHAT IS AN AMORITE?

2.1 The Amorites from the Early Dynastic to the
Old Babylonian period

2.1.1 Introduction

2.1.2 The earliest occurrences of the word MAR.TU
2.1.3 Amorites in Ur III times

2.1.4 Amorites in Old Assyrian sources

2.1.5 Amorites in (early) Old Babylonian sources
2.1.6 Amorites in Old Babylonian sources: Mari texts
2.1.7 Concluding remarks

2.2 On Amorite ethnicity

2.2.1 Ethnicity in Assyriology (and Archaeology)

2.2.2 Ethnicity in the social sciences

2.2.3 Ethnicity and migration

2.2.4 Criticism on the ethnicity paradigm

2.2.5 Identity and ethnicity

2.2.6 Akkadians and Amorites mentioned together
as ‘ethnicities’

2.2.7 The god ‘MAR.TU

2.2.8 Concluding remarks

15

16

20

20

20
21
22
26
27
29
30

32

32
33
34
34
35

36
39
39



CHAPTER3  Amorite personal names,
Amorite language

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Amorite personal names and the study of the
Amorite language

3.2.1 Excursus: Amurrum as a personal name

3.3 Amorite names as ethnicity markers and what
constitutes an Amorite name?

3.3.1 Personal names as markers of ethnicity
3.3.2 What constitutes an Amorite name?

3.4 Quantitative research into early Old Babylonian
Amorite personal names

3.4.1 Introduction
3.4.2 Archives from Northern Babylonia
3.4.2.1 Sippar
3.4.2.2 Ki$ and Damrum
3.4.2.3 Marad
3.4.2.4 Dilbat
3.4.3 Archives from the Diyala region
3.4.3.1 Tutub
3.4.3.2 Neérebtum
3.4.3.3 Niir-Samas archive
3.4.4. Concerning hapax and dis legomenon names
3.4.5 Onomastic case studies
3.4.5.1 The case of Sippar’s Amorite onomasticon
3.4.5.2 The case of the Diyala region Amorite onomasticon
3.4.5.3 The Total Northern Babylonian and Diyala
Amorite onomasticon
3.4.6 Condensation, number of individuals per name and
degree of homonymy
3.4.7 Popular Names and Popular Gods

42

42

44
45

47

47
53

54

54
55
55
56
56
56
57
57
57
57
60
61
61
62

63

65
67



CHAPTER 4

NORTHERN BABYLONIA

4.1 Sippar in the early Old Babylonian period

4.1.1 Introduction
4.1.2 The sources from early Old Babylonian Sippar
4.1.3 Amorites in large family archives from early
Old Babylonian Sippar
4.1.3.1 Abum-halum’s descendants
4.1.3.2 Nur-Samas
4.1.3.3 Lu-Ninsubur, son of Sa-Samas
4.1.3.4 Dada-waqar’s daughters
4.1.3.5 Imgur-Sin’s sons Annum-pisa and Qis-Nunu
4.1.3.6 Dammagqtum’s descendants
4.1.3.7 Arwium’s sons
4.1.3.8 Sin-eribam’s descendants (Aksaya’s family)
4.1.3.9 The Me’isum family
4.1.3.10 Ipqu-Istar’s descendants
4.1.3.11 Abum-tabum’s sons
4.1.3.12 Puzur-Aksak’s family
4.1.3.13 Important family archives we do not have
4.1.3.14 Conclusions: Amorites in large early
Old Babylonian Sippar family archives
4.1.4 Amorites in smaller archives from early
Old Babylonian Sippar
4.1.5 Amorites as debtors, creditors, lessees and in
various other roles
4.1.5.1 Debtors/Creditors
4.1.5.2 Leases
4.1.5.3 The ED II organization

4.1.5.4 Amorite and ‘other’ names occurring in various texts
4.1.6 Conclusions: the Amorite personal names in early

0Old Babylonian Sippar

THE ‘AMORITE’ POPULATION
IN EARLY OLD BABYLONIAN

70

70

70
70

72
73
74
75
76
76
77
77
78
78
79
79
80
80

83
87
88
88
89
89
90

91



4.2 Ki$, Damrum and its vicinity in the early
Old Babylonian period

4.2.1 Introduction
4.2.2 The sources from early Old Babylonian Kis§ and Damrum
4.2.2.1 Texts from the ‘Manana-dynasty’
4.2.3 Amorites in archives from early Old Babylonian Kis and
Damrum
4.2.3.1 SumSunu-watar
4.2.3.2 Sissu-nawrat
4.2.3.3 Sin-iddinam, son of Saniya and his brothers
4.2.3.4 Dulluqum, son of Hadamu
4.2.3.5 Ibbi-Ilabrat son of Puzur-Ilaba
4.2.3.6 Kalaya’s children
4.2.3.7 Tlum-ma and Dadusme-El
4.2.3.8 Sii-Ninhursag
4.2.3.9 Yerhaqum’s sons
4.2.3.10 Amorite names in smaller files from early
0Old Babylonian Ki$ and Damrum
4.2.3.11 The presence of Amorites in early Old Babylonian
Ki$ and Damrum
4.2.4 People borrowing in early Old Babylonian
Kis§ and Damrum
4.2.5 The Amorite personal names in early Old Babylonian
Damrum and Ki§

4.3 Marad in the early Old Babylonian period

4.3.1 Introduction

4.3.2 The sources from early Old Babylonian Marad:
the Ilum-bani family archive

4.3.3 The Amorite personal names in early Old Babylonian
Marad

4.4 Dilbat in the early Old Babylonian period

4.4.1 Introduction
4.4.2 The sources from early Old Babylonian Dilbat: the Iddin-
Lagamal family archive

95

95
96
97

98
98
99
99
99
100
100
100
101
101

101

101

104

105

106
106

107

107

108
108

109



4.4.3 The Amorite personal names in early Old Babylonian
Dilbat

4.5 The ‘Amorite’ presence in Northern Babylonia

CHAPTER 5 TOWARDS A NEW CHRONOLOGY
FOR THE EARLY OLD BABYLONIAN
PERIOD

5.1 Introduction

5.2 Sippar’s local kings in the early OB period

5.2.1 Introduction
5.2.2 Tlum-ma-Ila
5.2.2.1 Oaths mentioning Ilum-ma-Ila
5.2.3 Ammi-sura
5.2.3.1 Ammi-sura Yearnames
5.2.3.2 Oaths mentioning Ammi-sura
5.2.4 Immerum
5.2.4.1 Immerum Yearnames
5.2.4.2 Oaths mentioning Immerum and Sumu-la-El
5.2.4.3 Oaths mentioning Immerum
5.2.5 Buntahtun-Ila
5.2.5.1 Buntahtun-Ila year names
5.2.5.2 Oaths mentioning Buntahtun-Ila and others
5.2.5.3 Oaths mentioning Buntahtun-Ila
5.2.6 Altint and Lipit-IStar
5.2.6.1 Altinti year names
5.2.6.2 Oaths mentioning Altin{i and Sumu-la-El
5.2.6.2 Lipit-IStar year name
5.2.6.4 Oath mentioning Lipit-Istar and Sin-muballit
5.2.7 Ikun-pi-IStar
5.2.7.1 Iktn-pi-IStar year names
5.2.8 Unattributable early OB year names from Sippar

109

110

115

115

115

115
116
118
119
119
121
121
124
125
125
127
131
131
131
132
135
135
135
136
136
136
136



5.3 KiS, Damrum and its vicinity

5.3.1 Introduction
5.3.2 New texts from early OB Damrum and Ki§
5.3.3 Archival matters: which dossiers are connected
to each other
5.3.4 Chronological matters pertaining to the kings
of the ‘Manana-dynasty’ and early OB Kis
5.3.5 A new group of texts and a new king from early OB Kis
5.3.6 On the usage of year names in the early OB Kis region

5.4 A new relative chronology for the early OB period

CHAPTER6 A HISTORY OF NORTHERN
BABYLONIA AND THE DIYALA
REGION (CA. 2000-1900 BC)

6.1 Introduction

6.2 Northern Babylonia and the Diyala region
in the Ur I1I period

6.2.1 ESnunna/Tell Asmar

6.2.2 Sippar-Amnanum/Tell ed-Dér

6.2.3 Tell Isan-Mizyad

6.2.4 Evidence from the large Ur III archives of
southern Babylonia

6.2.5 Provisory conclusions

6.3 Two Amorite populations: one in the north,
one in the south

6.3.1 The homeland of the Amorites
6.3.2 Amorite settlement patterns and migration waves
6.3.3 Amorites in the Zagros: Simurrum and Choga Gavaneh

137

137
138

138

141
152
153

155

157

157

157

158
159
159

160
160

161

163
165
166



6.4 The political situation of Northern Babylonia
and the Diyala region ca. 2000-1900 BC

6.4.1.1 ESnunna/Tell Asmar

6.4.1.2 Amorite dynasties in the Diyala region
6.4.1.2.1 Abda-El and Usasum
6.4.1.2.2 Ustli and Ilum-lu-watar
6.4.1.2.3 Other important Amorites

6.4.2 Malgium

6.4.3 Der
6.4.3.1 Excursus on the title gir.nita,

6.4.4 Isin

6.4.5 Other cities: Borsippa and Kis

6.4.6 Other cities: Sippar

6.4.7 How did the Amorites take power?

CHAPTER7 A HISTORY OF NORTHERN
BABYLONIA AND THE LOWER

DIYALA REGION (CA. 1900-1815 BC)

7.1 Introduction

7.2 The Lower Diyala region: from Political
Fragmentation to ESnunna’s hegemony

7.2.1 On the textual material from the Diyala region
7.2.1.1 Uzarlulu in the early Old Babylonian period
7.2.1.1.1 Introduction
7.2.1.1.2 The sources from early OB Uzarlulu
7.2.1.2 Sadupptim in the early Old Babylonian period
7.2.1.2.1 Introduction
7.2.1.2.2 The sources from early OB Sadupptim
7.2.1.3 Nerebtum in the early Old Babylonian period
7.2.1.3.1 Introduction
7.2.1.3.2 The sources from early OB Nérebtum
7.2.1.4 Tutub in the early Old Babylonian period
7.2.1.4.1 Introduction

169

169
175
175
177
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184

190

190

190

190
191
191
192
193
193
195
196
196
197
199
199



7.2.1.4.2 The sources from Old Babylonian Tutub
7.2.1.5 The Niir-Samas Archive
7.2.2 The earliest group of rulers in the Lower Diyala Region
ca. 1900-1890
7.2.2.1 Ipiq-Adad I of E§nunna
7.2.2.2 I$meh-bala of Nérebtum
7.2.2.3 Siglanum
7.2.2.4 Abdi-Erah
7.2.2.5 Masparum
7.2.2.6 Itur-sarrum of Diniktum
7.2.2.7 Imgur-Sin of Malgium
7.2.3 The next generation: Abi-madar, Yadkur-El,
Sumun-abi-yarim and others ca. 1890-80 BC
7.2.3.1 Abi-madar
7.2.3.2 Ikan-pi-Sin of Nérebtum
7.2.3.3 Yadkur-El
7.2.3.4 Sumun-abi-yarim
7.2.3.4.1 A Lower Diyala dynasty?

199
200

200
201
202
202
203
203
204
204

205
206
207
207
208
209

7.2.3.4.2 Excursus: on the importance of early OB Aksak 210

7.2.3.5 Sumu-Amnanum of Sadla$
7.2.3.6 Sarriya and Warassa of ESnunna
7.2.3.7 Ephemeral rulers in the Diyala region texts

7.2.3.7.1 Diyala ‘rulers’ known from ‘MU PN BA.UG; year

names
7.2.3.7.2 Other ephemeral Diyala rulers

7.2.4 Hammi-dusur and Sin-abusu versus Bélakum, Ibal-pi-El I

and Ipiq-Adad II of E§nunna ca. 1880-1815 BC
7.2.4.1 Hammi-dusur’s Lower Diyala state
7.2.4.2 The treaty of Bélakum
7.2.4.3 Belakum
7.2.4.4 Ibal-pi-El 1
7.2.4.5 Sin-abasu’s reign in the Lower Diyala region
7.2.4.5.1 Sin-abtsu’s military and political feats
7.2.4.5.2 A letter between the King of ESnunna and
Sin-abasu
7.2.4.5.3 The end of Sin-abuasu

7.2.4.6 Ipiq-Adad IT and the consolidation of the Diyala region

7.2.4.6.1 Ipiq-Adad II’s year names

212
212
213

214
215

217
217
218
220
221
222
223

225
226
228
229



7.2.4.6.2 Ipig-Adad II in the Mari Eponym Chronicle 230
7.2.4.6.3 Ipig-Adad IT’s conquest of the Suhum 232
7.2.4.6.4 An overview of Ipiq-Adad II’s conquests 233

7.3 Northern Babylonia: from political fragmentation to

Babylon’s hegemony 236
7.3.1 Asduni-yarim, Abi-x-x and Yawium of Kis
ca. 1895-1869 BC 237
7.3.2 The Manana dynasty 238
7.3.2.1 Damrum, Kazallu and Larsa’s campaigns
ca. 1885-1845 BC 238

7.3.2.2 Abdi-Erah, Ahi-maras, Haliyum, and Manana:
rivalling rulers over a small territory ca. 1877-1860 BC 239
7.3.2.3 Sumu-Yamutbal, Manium, Sumu-la-El and the end of

Damrum’s independence ca. 1860-1845 BC 241

7.3.3 Kings of Marad ca. 1890-1861 BC 243
7.3.4 Sippar’s complex situation ca. 1885-1857 BC 244
7.3.5 Sumu-abum’s life and times ca. 1890-1860 BC 248
7.3.5.1 Sumu-abum was sent to...Dér? 249
7.3.5.2 Sumu-abum in the Ikan-pisa letter archive 249
7.3.5.3 Aletter send to Sumu-abum 250
7.3.5.4 A strange tablet concerning Sumu-abum 251
7.3.5.5 The conquest of Elip/Kibalmasda 252

7.3.5.5.1 Excursus: Elip/Kibalmasda in early OB times 253
7.3.5.6 The fall of Kazallu at the hands of Isin, Babylon,

and Sumu-abum around 1863-62 BC 254

7.3.5.7 The aftermath: Sumu-abum becomes king of Kisurra 256
7.3.6 Sumu-la-El’s reign 1880-1845 BC 260
7.3.6.1 Sumu-la-El in the Iktn-pisa letter archive 261
7.3.6.2 Babylon’s ally: Uruk 261
7.3.6.3 The unification of Northern Babylonia by Sumu-la-El 263
7.3.6.4 The end of Sumu-la-EI’s reign 267
7.3.6.5 An overview of Sumu-la-El’s conquests 267
7.3.7 Larsa’s northern incursions 269
7.3.7.1 Sin-iddinam of Larsa attacks, 1847-1842 BC 269

7.3.7.2 Sin-iqi$am of Larsa rehabilitates Kazallu ca. 1840 BC 271



7.3.8 Sabium’s and Apil-Sin’s rule over Northern Babylonia
1844-1813 BC

CHAPTERS8 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Appendix to chapter 3
Appendix to chapter 4
Appendix to chapter 5
Appendix to chapter 6
Appendix to chapter 7

Edition of unpublished texts

1 New texts datable to Ilum-ma-Ila
2 Anew text datable to Ammi-sura
3 New texts datable to Altint
4 New texts from the ‘Manana-dynasty’
4.1 The file of Sum$unu-watar
4.2 The file of Sissu-nawrat
4.3 An administrative text probably from Damrum
5 New texts from early OB Ki§
6 A text dated to Abi-madar
7 A text dated to Sumu-Amnanum
8 Texts related to Sumu-abum
9 A textrelated to the reign of Sumu-Yamutbal
10 A letter from Apil-Sin of Babylon

Bibliography
Samenvatting

Curriculum Vitae

273

277

283

286

415

425

427

430

430
432
433
436
436
446
449
450
456
458
460
464
466

467

495

496



Acknowledgements

This doctoral thesis would not have been possible without the help and sup-
port of many people. First I am indebted to dr. Jan Gerrit Dercksen who pro-
vided me with the oppurtunity to write this thesis within his project “The Im-
pact of Migration’. As my supervisor he was instrumental in reading several
draft versions and giving valuable comments. Prof. dr. Marten Stol has been
my mentor in Old Babylonian studies for many years now and I owe him much
and more, not in the last place as a driving force behind the writing of this
thesis. He generously shared his knowledge and time reading with me many of
the texts used here and commenting on the manuscript. I also thank Prof. dr.
Wilfred van Soldt for his time and trust during the writing of this thesis.
Thanks are due to the two people who shared my office from 2010 to 2014:
Willemijn Waal and Dirk Bakker, as well as Theo Krispijn, Caroline
Waerzeggers, and all other friends and colleagues at the NINO library in Lei-
den. Special thanks are due to Martin Baasten for his help with the layout of
the manuscript and Martin Sauvage for his consent in using his map of the
Middle East.

On a personal level I thank Janine Nothlichs, my parents Jan and Janny
de Boer, my sister Ancella, my friends, Fritz, and most importantly my son
Lenny.

I thank the Trustees of the British Museum for their kind permission to pub-
lish several texts from the British Museum. I also thank dr. U. Kasten of the
Yale Babylonian Collection for her consent in publishing a number of texts
from the Yale and Nies Babylonian collections. I have many fond memories of
my research stays in London in April 2012 and in New Haven in March-April
2014.

The J.E. Jurriaanse Stichting made the printing of this thesis possible through
a generous subvention.

Leiden, May 2014



