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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The writing of this monograph has a long history. I began my career as lecturer
in World History at the Faculty of History, Vietnam National University, Hanoi,
with a special interest in the maritime history of Southeast Asia. Trading
activities in the Straits of Melaka in the fifteenth century was the topic I
intended to pursue when I applied to the Encompass (Encountering a Common
Past in Asia) programme at the Faculty of History, Leiden University in the
summer of 2006. In Leiden, I became fascinated with its distinguished tradition
of Indonesian studies, and in next to no time I realized that I had better switch
my attention to Indonesia. Under the supervision of Professor Leonard Blussé
and Dr Alicia Schrikker, respectively director and co-ordinator of Encompass, I
wrote my second BA thesis about the Dutch conquest of Makassar in 1666-
1669. Makassar was a trading town south of Sulawesi in the eastern part of
Indonesian Archipelago. I had then the chance to explore the western part of the
Archipelago when I conducted my MPhil research on Dutch imperialist
expansion in Sumatra in the nineteenth and the early twentieth century. In
addition to the continuing supervision of Professor Leonard Blussé, I received

guidance from Dr Thomas Lindblad.

Whether or not it was the intention of my supervisors, my studies at BA
and MPhil levels were an excellent preparation for undertaking advanced
research in Indonesian history. It provided me with the historical and
geographical knowledge of Indonesia necessary to understand the country in
more recent times. In my PhD project I have looked at Indonesia as a whole in
the dramatic historical period which stretched from the late colonial era to
immediate post-independence period. After having learned about the
establishment of Dutch imperialism and colonialism in Indonesian Archipelago,
in this new project I wanted to explore how decolonization took place and what

alternative form of state the Indonesians sought to build after independence.
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Comparison came to my mind only after I had discovered that the economic
transition from colonialism to independence in Indonesia displayed many
affinities with Vietnam. As we shall see, in comparison with other countries in
Southeast Asia, the nationalist struggle for economic sovereignty in Indonesia

and Vietnam culminated in very radical ends.

This research forms part of a larger research project, ‘State and
Economy in Modern Indonesia’s Changes of Regimes’, financed by the
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (Nederlandse Organisatie voor
Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek-NWO). The tradition of Leiden University does
not allow a PhD candidate to thank his supervisors in the acknowledgements.
Yet I think I may be permitted to point out that it was Dr Thomas Lindblad who
selected me for his research project and who guided me from the initial stage of
writing a research proposal right up to the final stage of completing the
manuscript. His extensive knowledge of the economic history of Indonesia has
been of the greatest help whenever I had any difficulty in understanding a
historical fact or the data I had collected. As his assistant in organizing history
classes and as co-organizer of an international conference, I was able to gain
precious teaching and work experience. Professor Leonard Blussé offered
valuable comments and advice during my research and helped to correct the
final drafts. I also would like to thank my project-partner, Farabi Fakih, who
shared the same office and often travelled with me to various conferences. I
have learnt a lot from him because of his wide knowledge about Indonesia, not

to mention his enthusiasm in teaching me his mother tongue, Bahasa Indonesia.

My gratitude goes to many other teachers, colleagues and staff at the
Institute for History of Leiden University who have helped me in some way or
another. The Academic Director of the Institute, Dr Leo Lucassen, and the
Director of Research, Dr Peter Meel, have both been very helpful in providing
administrative assistance and the support needed for my research. During my
presentations at various seminars and conferences within the Institute, I
received valuable comments and remarks from Professor Jos Gommans,

Professor David Henley, Professor Marlou Schrover, Dr Jeroen Touwen, Dr
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Alicia Schrikker, Dr Carolien Stolte and many others. I am grateful to all of
them. Special thanks go to Ariel Lopez and Liesbeth Rosen Jacobson, PhD
candidates at the Institute, for being my paranymphs at the defence ceremony.
They have earned a place in my life for their moral support and cherished

friendship.

Many scholars and experts outside the Institute have also offered me
valuable comments and advice. I would like to thank Professor Peer Vries
(Vienna University), Professor Ann Booth (SOAS), the late Professor Thee
Kian Wie (LIPI), Professor Bambang Purwanto (UGM), Professor John Kleinen
(VU), Professor Oscar Salemink (Copenhagen University), Professor Adam
Fforde (University of Melbourne), Professor Anthony Reid (ANU), Professor
Robert Cribb (ANU), Professor Gerry van Klinken (KITLV), Professor Ewout
Frankema (Utrecht University), Dr Remco Raben (Utrecht University) and Dr
Philippe Peycam (IIAS). Parts of this dissertation have been presented at
various conferences in Amsterdam (Netherlands), Vienna (Austria), Brussels
(Belgium), Glasgow (Scotland), Stellenbosch (South Africa), Mumbai (India),
Singapore and Hanoi (Vietnam). I am grateful to all the participants in these

conferences for their remarks and criticisms.

My research has required the use of many different languages.
Therefore, I thank my language teachers, Ton Harmsen, Yolande Spaans and
René Wezel, for teaching me Dutch. Their patience and the effort they put into
the classes as well as into organizing social activities for me and other
Encompass colleagues are memorable. My Indonesian was acquired from
lessons with Suryadi and Aone van Engelenhoven at Leiden and teachers at the
Indonesian Language Center, Alam Bahasa, in Yogyakarta, where I had a two-
month intensive course in summer 2010. All of them made it possible for me to

read and use Dutch and Indonesian archives.

My very special thanks to ‘tante’ Marijke van Wissen-van Staden,
secretary of Encompass. She was always available when I needed help and she

supported me without fail in all possible ways.
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My seven-year stay in Leiden was made enjoyable thanks to the many
friends and groups which became part of my life. It is not possible to name all
of them here but some should be mentioned: Abdul Wahid, Andreas Weber,
Anda Zara,Agus Suwignyo, Cynthia Viallé, Esther Zwinkels, F.X. Widiarso,
Jajang Nurjaman, Johny Kusyairi, Julinta Hutagalung, Hying Jeenmai, Intan
Ludwina, Li Wen, Luong Minh Ngoc, Manjusha Kuruppath, Monique Erkelens,
Murari Jha, Nadeera Seneviratne, Nadia Fauziah, Ngo T.T. Lam, Nguyén Bdo
Trang, Prima Nurrahmi, Ravando Lie, Ratih Kamiso, Rennie Roos, Sanne
Ravensbergen, Uji Nugroho, Widaratih Kamiso, Xu Xiaodong, Yedda Palemeq
and Yudi Bachrioktora. I thank all of them and many others for their time and

companionship.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Rosemary Robson for her
help in correcting and improving my English. She offered many wonderful
suggestions to improve the quality of this dissertation. I am indebted to Marek
Avé and Abdul Wahid for translating my summary into Dutch and Bahasa

Indonesia.

I would like to acknowledge the assistance that I received from the
authorities and staff of the archives and libraries I visited in the course of my
research, including the National Archives and the Royal Library in The Hague,
the Arsip Nasional Republik Indonesia (ANRI), the archive and library of Bank
Indonesia in Jakarta, the National Library and the Vietnam National University
Library in Hanoi, the Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde
(KITLV) and the University Library in Leiden. I owe a debt of gratitude to staff
of these institutions for their promptness in providing the books and archives I

requested for my research.

My study in the Netherlands received generous support from Vietnam. I
am grateful to Professor Nguyén Vian Kim and Dr Hoang Anh Tuan who
introduced me to the Encompass scholarship and subsequently encouraged and
supported me to continue to pursue a PhD in the Netherlands. I especially thank
the Dean of the Faculty of History of the University of Social Sciences and

Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, the late Professor Nguyén
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Hai Ké, who incessantly granted me permission to take a study leave for almost
seven years. The then Dean of the Faculty, Professor Vi Van Quan, was also
very kind in extending the permission. I am thankful to him and all other
colleagues at the Faculty for their administrative and moral support during my

study in the Netherlands.

Lastly, I would like to express my love and gratitude to my family. I am
grateful to my parents, brother and sister who have supported me in all my
pursuits. To my beloved wife, Tran Thi Nhung, I owe a huge debt of gratitude
for her sacrifice, patience and all the work she shouldered during my long
absence from home. I especially thank her for bringing me the wonderful gift,
my little daughter, Pham Ha Phuong. Ever since they joined me in Leiden for
the two final years of my PhD, I found more strength to complete my

dissertation.






