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CHAPTER D

Agreement

Mundabli has an elaborate system of noun class agreement. However, agree-
ment is basically restricted to the noun phrase. The only exception is pronouns,
which agree with their antecedents in noun class. Although pronouns are not
usually covered in an agreement chapter, I include them here. Pronouns are
treated in more detail in Chapter 6. Possessive pronouns are only treated in
the current chapter, in §5.1.2, and in Chapter 7.

As overt noun class marking, i.e. marking on the noun itself, has been
widely lost (see Chapter 4) and the verb does not agree with any of its argu-
ments, either, agreement within the noun phrase is often the only means to
identify the noun class of a noun. Agreement prefixes can consist of a purely
tonal prefix, a consonant accompanied by a tone, or a whole syllable. This
chapter gives an overview of the different agreement patterns encountered in
noun modifiers and pronominal elements.

The agreement patterns are most clearly represented by personal pronouns.
Unlike noun modifiers, which always neutralize the distinction between at
least two noun classes, personal pronouns reflect all existing agreement dis-
tinctions. If two noun classes are represented by the same pronoun, their agree-
ment patterns are also the same.! Table 5.1 gives an overview of the attested
agreement patterns illustrated by personal pronoun forms.

Noun classes are found in the first column and the personal pronouns which
represent them are found in the second column. Where more than one noun
class label is found in the first column, these noun classes trigger the same

1In the current analysis nouns which are represented by the same personal pronoun but have
different number values are considered to belong to different classes.
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noun pronoun
class

1 wi
2 b3
3 wi
10 yi
7,7a ki
8,8a bi
9 yi
19 fi
18,6 mi

Table 5.1: Overview of agreement patterns, illustrated by pronouns

agreement pattern but are distinguished due to their different number values.
As Table 5.1 shows, there are nine different agreement patterns. The num-
ber of noun classes is higher than nine because, apart from agreement, noun
classes are also based on number distinctions. As pointed out earlier, in this
adopted system, a noun class can only contain nouns of one number value (sin-
gular, plural or undefined, cf. §4.2). The remainder of this chapter contains
descriptions of the different forms of agreement found in pronouns (§5.1) and
nominal modifiers (85.2-85.4) and ends in an overview of agreement patterns
and a section on gender conflict resolution.

5.1 Agreement in pronouns

Unlike noun modifiers, pronouns agree with a mix of two intertwining agree-
ment systems. While the third person pronouns agree with the noun class of
their antecedent, first and second person pronouns agree with their antecedent
in person and number. This section only deals with noun class agreement in
personal pronouns and possessive pronouns. Person and number agreement is
treated in Chapter 6.

5.1.1 Agreement in 3rd person singular personal pronouns

Third person singular personal pronouns lack a prefix-root structure. Instead,
they look like bare prefixes. Third person singular personal pronouns represent
the full variety of agreement patterns. If the 3sG personal pronouns of two
classes are identical, then their agreement patterns are also the same.

The Class 1 and 9 non-preverbal 3sG pronouns have a low tone. All other
non-preverbal 3sG pronouns bear a superhigh tone. Preverbal 3sG pronouns
differ from the non-preverbal ones only regarding their tonal patterns. The
Class 1 and Class 9 preverbal pronouns also bear a low tone. However, pre-
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noun preverbal non-preverbal
class

1 wi wi
2 b5 b5
3 wil wii
10 yi yi
7,7a ki ki
8,8a bi bi
9 yi yi
19 fi fi
18,6 mi mii

Table 5.2: Agreement in preverbal and non-preverbal third person singular
pronouns for all noun classes

verbal 3sG pronouns of other classes have a mid tone, except for the Class 2
pronoun which bears a superhigh tone. A few examples of sentences contain-
ing 3sc personal pronouns (both preverbal and non-preverbal) are provided
in (30)-(32). The pronouns are enclosed by square brackets.

(80) [wulkadi a pwdm b3
crl p3 be(b) com cL2.children cL2;3sG.POSS
‘She had her children.’

(31) [wi] fin ff i pfig

cL3 be_full(c) pass(b) apvirz inr-be_full(c)
‘It was still full.’

(32) any niy bl niy k-3 [ki], bt ka kan [ki]
any cr7.thing 1peL want(c) cL7-reL cL7 1lpw r2 have(c) cL7

‘Anything we want, we will have it.’

The tonal difference between the preverbal pronouns in (30) and in (31)
reflects tonal noun class agreement, with a low tone in Class 1 and a mid tone
in Class 3. The non-preverbal Class 7 pronoun in (32) bears a superhigh tone.

5.1.2 Agreement in possessive pronouns

Just like personal pronouns, possessive pronouns belong to two intertwining
agreement systems, agreeing with their antecedent (the possessor) in person
and number, and with the modified noun (the possessee) in noun class. Table
5.3 gives an overview of all possessive pronouns. Only human possessors are
considered.
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noun class my your (sG) his/her our your (pL) their
1 ngt wa wil WwI WEn b5
2 miy Dbi b5 bf bén b3
3 ngi wa wii wif wén b5
7,7a pkinp ki ki ki kén b3
8,8a min bi bi bf bén b3
9 ngt ya yi yI  yén b5
10 ngi ya yi yi  yén b5
19 mfiy fa fi fi  fén b3
18,6 mip mé mii mi mén b5

Table 5.3: Agreement in possessive pronouns

Possessive pronouns can be subdivided into four groups which mark agree-
ment in different ways. The first (and most atypical group) is represented by
the third person plural (or Class 2) possessive pronoun b3 ‘their’. As shown
in the last column of Table 5.3, this pronoun always has the same shape b3,
just like English ‘their’. It does not agree with the modified noun (i.e., the pos-
sessee). The second group contains possessive pronouns whose stem consists
only of a vowel, namely the first person plural possessive pronoun with the
stems form -1, the second person singular possessive pronoun with the stems
form -a and the second person plural possessive pronoun with the stems form
-en (see Table 5.3). These vowel-initial stems take consonantal prefixes which
may come with their own tone.

In these possessive pronouns whose stem consists only of a vowel, Class
1 and Class 9 pronouns can only be distinguished from Class 3 and Class 10
pronouns by their different tonal realizations. All possessive pronouns bear a
mid tone when they modify a noun of Class 1 or Class 9, whereas in all other
cases they bear a superhigh tone, as e.g. the second person singular possessive
pronouns for Class 1 and 3 wa (Class 1) vs. wé (Class 3) and for Class 9 and
10 ya (Class 9) vs. ya (Class 10).

The third group is represented by third person singular possessive pro-
nouns. They lack a prefix-root structure and look as if they consisted only of
agreement prefixes, just like third person personal pronouns. The tone is mid
for Class 1 and 9 possessees and superhigh for all others; see Table 5.3.

Examples (33)-(36) show the use of 3sG/cLl possessive pronouns. The
Class 1 and Class 9 possessive pronouns in (33) and (35) bear a mid tone,
and the Class 7 and Class 18 possessive pronouns in (34) and (36) bear a su-
perhigh tone. The possessive phrase in the examples is enclosed by square
brackets.
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(33) wu tsé ds [wan wii] bd
cL1 search(a) see(a) crl.child cL1;35G.POSS FRUST

‘She did not find her child.’

(34) wu gi fi [tE ki] gb3
crl put(b) go_down(a) cr7/8.walking stick cL7;3sG.ross cL3.house
sé

house_front.Loc

‘Then she left her traveling stick in front of the door.’

(35) k& (& fi wi, wit gan  d3 [tf5m
conD want(a) go_down(a) crl cLl go(a) see(a) cL9.co-wife
yil

cL9;35G.POSS

‘When she had just come down/she was about to come down, she went
to see her co-wife.’

(36) ye [man mi] di tféla mwdm
comp cL18/19.name cL18;3sG.ross be(b) T. M.

‘[and the daughter said:] his name is Tela Mwom.’

Finally, the fourth and last group is constituted by first person singular
possessive pronouns. Whereas tonally they behave just like regular possessive
pronouns, with a mid tone in Class 1 and 9 and a superhigh tone in all other
classes, their segmental agreement marking is rather special. Their structure
is not simply decomposable into prefix and stem. Instead, they all start in a
nasal, or a nasal consonant sequence and some end in a velar nasal (see Table
5.4).

noun class 1sG pronoun prefixes
1,9 ngt W-, V-
2,8,8a,18,6 mii) b-, b-, m-
3,10 ngi W-, y-
7,7a pkiny k-

19 mfip f-

Table 5.4: Agreement in 1sG possessive pronouns

In the first person singular possessive pronoun, some of the agreement
distinctions found in other constructions are neutralized. Only five forms of
the first person singular possessive pronoun are distinguished (see Table 5.4),
instead of nine as in other pronouns. A few rules can be extracted which govern
the realization of the first person singular possessive pronoun as compared to
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the other possessive pronouns: for all noun classes whose agreement prefix
starts in a glide (w or y), the segmental form is ggi, as in (37). Thus, the
possessive pronouns for Class 1 and Class 9 ggt and those for Class 3 and
Class 10 ngf are identical, with the first (Class 1/9) differing from the second
(Class 3/10) only regarding its tonal realization. Thus, the tonal pattern is the
same as in other possessive pronouns. For all noun classes whose agreement
prefix otherwise starts with a labial stop (b- or m-), namely Class 2, 8, 8a,18
and 6, the form of the pronoun is mi1), as in (38). For Class 7 and 7a, whose
agreement prefix otherwise starts with k, the form is gkip, as in (39), and
for Class 19, whose agreement prefix starts withn f, the form is mfiy. The
possessive phrase in the examples is enclosed in square brackets.

(37) ni, [nwam ngil di f-a4n
crl.mother, cr1/2.husband crL1;1sG.ross be(b) prox-here

‘Mother, my husband is here.’

(38) tu ndé [ngi mip] yE
scoop(b) who cL6.water cL6;15G.POSS QUOT.Q

‘Who has carried my water?’

(39) f£5 fm di nd [kpin pkin] ff
prOX-DET here be(b) suBorDp cL7/8.story cL7;1sG.poss pass(b)
-3
LOC-REL

‘This is where my story ends.’

A different construction is attested for the noun wan ‘child’. Rather than
the expected wan ngi, it is more common to find the head-final construc-
tion m¥ wan, in which the noun wan ‘child’ is simply juxtaposed to the non-
preverbal form of the first person singular pronoun mt. This construction is
only attested with the noun wan ‘child’. Postpositional phrases involving de-
rived postpositions, such as wii dzé ‘in his/her mouth’ present a similar con-
struction. They seem to be related to possessive phrases and often involve
part-whole relations. Like the exceptional possessive construction m# wan,
these constructions are head-final. However, note that pronouns generally
bear a high tone when headed by a postposition. For more on postpositions,
see §10.2.2.

Furthermore, the relational nouns ni ‘mother’, ti ‘father’ and wan ni ‘sib-
ling’ have special stem forms which entail possessive meaning and person. For
a more detailed description of the exceptional possessive constructions listed
here with examples, see §7.2.1.3 and §10.2.2.1.
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5.2 Agreement in demonstratives and determi-
ners

The demonstratives -én proximaL and -3 pistaL take consonantal agreement
prefixes. In addition to the consonant, the prefix may bear a tone which affects
the tone of the stem it is attached to. Table 5.5 shows agreement in demon-
stratives.

noun class prefix PROXIMAL DISTAL

1 W- WEn wd
2 b- bén b3
3 w- wén wd
10 y- yén y3
7,7a k- kén k5
8,8a b- bén b3
9 y- y€n y3
19 f- fén 5

18,6 m- mén md

Table 5.5: Consonantal agreement in demonstratives

The consonantal agreement prefix is found in the second column. The low
tone on the Class 1 and Class 9 prefixes does not represent an actual low tone,
as the change from a high tone to a mid tone cannot be accounted for by the
presence of a low tone. Instead, it is meant to signify that the demonstratives
for Class 1 and 9 are relatively lower than those for the other classes. In fact,
Class 1 and 9 demonstratives bear a mid tone, whereas demonstratives of all
other (agreement) classes are realized with a high tone.

Examples of the proximal demonstrative -én ‘this’ are found in (40)-(43).
The Class 1 demonstrative in (40) has a mid tone. All the others have a high
tone.

(40) [wan w-&n], di wa no a 13 w-3 nd
cr1.child cL1-pEM.PrOX be(b) 2sG suBorD 2sG make(a) cL1-REL as
mi wan w-3 Ie f-an gb3
1sG crl.child cLl-peT get_lost(a).1prv prOX-here cr3.house
kdn

behind_house.roc

‘Child, you are the one who made my [other] child get lost here behind
the house.’

(41) [d> w-én] df nédana
cr3a.beans cL3a-pEM.PrOX be(b) as like_that

‘As this bean is like this, [...]’
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(42) a diyd T [d35 b-én] mi
2sG rl go_up(c) roc crL8a.bridge cL8a-pEm.PrOX in

‘You will go up on this bridge.’

(43) [kwe b-én] na t-4n sé
cL7/8.rat cL8-DEM.PROX boast(a) pist-here cL3/7a.attic
t-ani, n=di 14 kpi mé [kwe
pist-this_ way 1sc =r1 make(a) die(b) finish(a) cL7/8.rat
b-én] t-an sé 0
CcL8-DEM.PROX DIsT-here cL3/7a.attic EMpPH

‘These rats which are showing off [up] there in the attic, I will kill all
of them!’

It is rare to find examples in which the distal demonstrative (also used as
determiner) clearly has a deictic meaning, as in (44) and (45). In (44), the
demonstrative follows the possessive pronoun wii. Again, the Class 1 deter-
miner in (44) bears a mid tone while the Class 7 determiner in (45) bears a
high tone.

(44) wan kpé w-3 gan mi mé wi, wit
crl.child cLl.woman crl-peT go(a) take(a) finish(a) crl crl
bang  dze [nsOy wil w-3]

lock(b) cL7.mouth cr1.friend cL1;35G.POSS CL1-DEM.DIST

‘The woman went and closed the mouth of her friend.’

(45) dzu no b3 kala kpt y-5 [to
cL9.goat suBorD crL2 r3 make(a) die(b) cL9-reL cL7/8.day
k-3] pgd k3 ban ana bubababa

cL7-DEM.DIST upon p3 be_white(b) like_that 1bEo

®‘The goat which they killed on that day was completely white.’

5.3 Agreement in adjectivals

Adjectivals include a small closed group of adjectives (cf. §7.1.4 for details)
and other noun modifiers which are formally similar to them, such as non-
numeral quantifiers and the interrogatives mwan ‘which’ and -mig ‘how many’.
Adjectivals take purely tonal agreement prefixes for Class 1 and 9 and syl-
labic agreement prefixes for all other classes. In fact, in Mundabli it is only in

adjectivals that the distinction between Class 9 and 10 is not purely tonal.?

2In most other Yemne-Kimbi languages, the distinction between Class 9 and 10 is purely tonal.
Ngun, Abar and Ajumbu, in which the prefixes have different vowel qualities form an exception
(Good, p.c.)
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While the syllabic prefixes (i.e. prefixes other than Class 1 and 9) are segmen-
tally identical for all adjectivals, the tone may vary across different modifiers.
While most adjectival prefixes bear a mid tone (pattern A), high tone and low
tone prefixes are restricted to the interrogatives -min ‘how many’ and mwan
‘which’, respectively, see Table 5.6.

noun class adjectives -min ‘how mwan
and ‘all’, many’ ‘which’
‘many’, ‘a
few’, ‘any’,
‘other’
1 — — —
2 b3- b3- bs-
3 wii- wa- wit-
7,7a ki- ki- ki-
8,8a bi- bi- bi-
9 . . .
10 yi- yi- yi-
19 fi- fi- fi-
18,6 miiN- muN- muN-

Table 5.6: Agreement prefixes in adjectivals, three different tone patterns: mid,
high and low

The low tones given for Class 1 and 9 in Table 5.6 and in the follow-
ing tables do not exactly represent low tone prefixes. While some tonal stem
changes, such as the realization of the high tone stem fyiy ‘new’ as fyin with
a rising tone following the tonal prefixes (see §5.3.1), can be accounted for
by the presence of a low tone prefix,® for others, such as the realization of
1o ‘all’ as 10 when it modifies a Class 1 or Class 9 noun (see §5.3.2), there is
no simple explanation. Mid tones are usually not influenced by preceding low
tones. Thus, a low tone in the purely tonal prefixes in Table 5.6 is meant to
show that the stems are generally realized with a relatively lower tone than

those modifying nouns of other classes.

Adjectivals can be used attributively, directly modifying a noun, or they
can be used predicatively, in which case they are preceded by a copula which
is usually omitted in the present tense. However, adjectives are attested in
a third construction which is actually very common. Adjectivals can occur
within adverbial phrases, in which case they are preceded by the adverbializer
4. An example is (46).

3 A superhigh is commonly realized as low-high rising when preceded by a low tone, see §3.4.2
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(46) md w-€n no wu l& w-3 [nd35m
cLl.man cLl-pEM.PrOX SUBORD cL1 do(a).rprv cLl-ReL cL8.things
bi-dzdy 4 bi-dzwe] bi bé

cL8-good apvrz cL8-many exit(b) Abar

®‘This man, who has done so many good things, is from Abar.’

In the following sections, adjectivals with obligatory mid tone prefixes are
dealt with first, followed by adjectivals with non-obligatory mid tone prefixes
and the prefix-less modifier dg which can be roughly translated as ‘a certain’.
Then interrogatives with high and low tone prefixes are dealt with.

5.3.1 Agreement in adjectives

There is a small and closed group of adjectives which describe property con-
cepts (most property concepts are expressed by verbs). Table 5.7 contains a
non-exhaustive list of adjectives. See §7.1.4 for a more detailed treatment of
adjectives.

adjective  gloss

tsin ‘big, great, important’
dzu ‘short’

d3ip ‘long’, ‘tall’

fyiy ‘new’

ki ‘old’

dz5p ‘good’

bo ‘bad’

béin ‘white’, ‘clear’
yil ‘black’

wol ‘beige’

pgwa ‘multi-coloured’
tsam ‘dirty’

ntfim ‘thick (for fluids)’

Table 5.7: List of adjectives (not exhaustive)

Adjectives can be used attributively (directly modifying a noun) and pred-
icatively (with a copula which is commonly omitted in the present tense). In
addition, they are commonly attested in adverbial phrases, preceded by the
adverbializer 4. In all these constructions, adjectives take a low tone prefix
when they modify a noun of Class 1 or 9 and a syllabic prefix with a mid tone
for all other classes. An example of an underived adjective is the word -fyip
‘new’, see Table 5.8. Like other adjectives, it takes either a low tone prefix
(Class 1 and 9) or a syllabic prefix with a mid tone (all other classes).
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noun class prefix example gloss

1 T- pkon fyin  ‘a new chief’

2 b3- nkon bafyiy  ‘new chiefs’

3 wil- kpan wiifyiy ‘a new tree’
7,7a ki- nip kifyiy ‘a new thing’
8,8a bi- nd33m bifyiy ‘new things’

9 t- dszi fyip ‘a new dog’

10 yi- tswan yifyig ‘new trees’

19 fi- mwin fifyiy ‘a new cat’

18,6 miN- mbimimfyify ‘new palmwine’

Table 5.8: Agreement prefixes and tonal alternation in adjectives, illustrated
by the adjective -fyig ‘new’.

Examples of adjectives in context are given in (47)-(51). In certain cases,
the low tone prefix causes the adjective root to take on a low-high rising tone,*
as in (48) and (51).

(47)

(48)

(49)

(50)

(51

b3 fa dzé kd [nig ki-bo]
IMPERS PROHIB say(b) even cr7.thing cr7-bad

‘They shouldn’t even say anything bad.’

nson wil dzé wa la y& wa, a di
crl.friend cL1;3sG.poss say(b) cLlpp pAT comp 2sG, 2sG be(b)
[kpé bo]

crLl.woman cr1.bad

‘Her friend said to her: you are a bad woman!’

nd3an df [mb& b3-bo] o
Mundabli be(b) crL2.people cL2-bad empru

‘The Mundabli are bad people!’

[dz> y-én yi-fyfgl  y-3
cL10.house cL10-DEM.PROX CcL10-new cL10-DET

°‘these new houses’

[d3i  ngt fyip]  y-5
c19.dog c19;15G.Poss CL9.new CL9-DET

*‘my new dog’

4The change from superhigh to low-high rising can be explained by a regular process in which
a low tone spreads right onto a following superhigh syllable, causing a rise on that syllable, see
§3.4.2. However, I do not have an explanation for the change from a mid to a rising tone, as in
bo ‘bad’ in (48).
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The tone of the adjectives bo ‘bad’ and fyiy ‘new’ is rising in (48) and
(51) where they modify a Class 1 and a Class 9 noun, respectively. When the
adjective modifies a noun of any other class, it bears a different tone: a mid
tone for bo ‘bad’ and a superhigh tone for fyin ‘new’. While the change of a
superhigh to a rising tone following a low tone is a regular process, the change
from mid to rising is not.

5.3.2 The quantifier -10 ‘all’

Like the other adjectivals described so far, the quantifier -16 ‘all’ (also ‘every’
or ‘whole’) takes a tonal agreement prefix for Class 1 and 9 and a mid tone
syllabic prefix for all other classes, see Table 5.9. See §5.3 for reasons why I
refer to quantifiers as adjectivals.

noun class prefix example gloss

1 T- md 16 ‘a whole person’

2 bs- mbé b3lo  ‘all people’

3 wii- kpan wiilo ‘a whole tree’

10 yi- tswan yilo ‘all trees’

7,7a ki- yig kilo ‘a egg’

8,8a bi- yi bilo  ‘all eggs’

9 t- d3zilo ‘a whole goat’

19 fi- mwin filo ‘a whole cat’

18,6 miN- mbiminlé ‘the whole palmwine’

Table 5.9: Agreement prefixes and tonal alternation in the quantifier -16 ‘all’

As Table 5.9 shows, the root 10, which otherwise bears a mid tone, has
a low-high rising tone when it modifies a Class 1 or a Class 9 noun. Unlike
the change from superhigh to rising, the change from a mid tone to a rising
tone is not a regular process and cannot be accounted for by the presence of
a preceding low tone.

(52) to bi-lo a mweé mé m-mwe
cL7/8.day c18-all 2sG grieve(a) only inF-grieve(a)

‘Every day you are only sad.’

In fact, this and other modifiers are rarely attested directly modifying a
noun. More frequently, they are preceded by the particle & which generally
precedes adverbial phrases. In this case, they do not belong to the same noun
phrase as the noun; however, they still agree with it in noun class. The use of
an adverbial phrase suggests some degree of definiteness. An example is (53).
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(53) b5 kdanpwan bf ndzan I3 nd b3 feed
cL2 r2 beg(b) 1rL Mundabli par suBorp c12 feed
[tHm swom a bi-1o]
cL7/8.0il_palm_area cL7/8.palm apvLz cr8-all

‘And they will be begging things from us, the Mundabli, because they
[the Mundabli] will feed all the people in this oil palm area.’

5.3.3 The quantifier -dzwe ‘a lot of’

Just like 16 ‘all’, the quantifier -d3we ‘a lot of’ (also ‘much’ or ‘many’) takes a
tonal agreement prefix for Class 1 and 9 and a mid tone syllabic prefix for all
other classes, see Table 5.10.

noun class prefix example gloss

1 t- pgom dzwé ‘a lot of plantain’
2 b3- tfé badzwé ‘many women’

3 wii- kpé wiidzwé ‘a lot of pot’

7,7a ki- mo kidzwé ‘a lot of liver’
8,8a bi- b3 bidzwé ‘many bags’

9 t- d3t dzwé ‘alot of meat’

10 yi- tswan yidzwé ‘many trees’

19 fi- ntfé fidzwé ‘a lot of clay pot’
18,6 miuN- pka miapdzwé ‘alot of corn beer’

Table 5.10: Agreement prefixes and tonal alternation in the quantifier -dzweé
‘a lot of’

As Table 5.10 shows, the root dzwe, which otherwise bears a mid tone,
has a low-high rising tone when it modifies a Class 1 or a Class 9 noun (just
like 16 ‘all’). As pointed out in §5.3.2, the change from a mid tone to a rising
tone is not a regular process and an explanation why this change is attested
with several adjectivals has yet to be found. Examples of the use of dzwe are
given in (54), (55) and (56).

(54) wu kwe fa a [mu-dantfén
crl return_from_bush(c) come(b) com crL18-Dantshen_berry
min-dzwe]
cL18-many

‘She came home with lots of little Dantshen berries.’
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(55) biko [kpDH wi-dzwe] df ni,wa df a
because cL3/7a.money cr7a-much be(b) as cr7a be(b) com
sdtan wil yi E moQ~mgQ

cLl/2.satan cL7a.pp behind apvLz one~RreD

‘Because a lot of money is like that, it always has plenty of devils
behind it.’

(56) ké  bd-npupfi-a-man tfa ko kwé, tfa ko
coND cL2-N.-com-M. come(b) hunt(c) enter(c), come(b) hunt(c)

kwd tfd s bOgmumi a [mbg b3-dzweé b-3]
enter(c) come(b) first B. 1sG com cr2.people cL2-many CL2-DET

‘When Nyungfu-a-Man and his associates came walking and met up,
Bungmu first came to meet me with those many people.™

5.3.4 The quantifier -ptfip ‘few’

The quantifier -ptfin ‘few’ (also ‘small’ or ‘a little’ and sometimes realized as
-ntfin with final n) takes a mid tone syllabic prefix for all classes except for
Class 1 and 9, just like the adjectivals described above. However, the existence
of a low tone prefix or a lowering of some sort for Class 1 and 9 cannot be
ascertained because the tone of the root is the same for all classes. The root
tfin ‘small’ bears a high tone, no matter which noun it modifies, see Table
5.11.

noun class prefix example gloss

1 T- md ptfin  ‘a small person’
2 b3- pgom (b3)ntfig ‘a few plantains’
3 wii- yigfi wintfig ‘a small egg’

10 yi- dzi yiptfig ‘small goats’
7,7a ki- yifi kintfip ‘small eggs’
8,8a bi- nd33m biptfin ‘small things’

9 "- dzi ptfig ‘a small goat’

19 fi- mwin fiptfiy ‘a small cat’
18,6 miN- mwin manptfig ‘small cats’

Table 5.11: Agreement prefixes on -ntfir) ‘a few’, ‘a bit’, ‘a little’

While a tone change from high to rising (or anything else) after a low tone
is not expected, the same is the case for the mid tone roots described above,
which are realized with a rising tone when they modify a Class 1 or Class 9
noun. Examples of ntfiy ‘few’ are provided in (57) and (58).

5The VSO word order in the main clause expresses constituent focus on Bungmu; see Chapter
14 for more on information structure.
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(57)

(58)

5.3.5

k8 wu dzye k& pam b-5 wu 13, k&€ ki-man
conD cL1 cook(a) even crL8a.fufu cL8a-peT cL1PP DAT even cL7-what
do, kd wu yi wu yi wu yi, wu mi

remain(b) conp cr1 eat(b) cLl eat(b) cL1 eat(b) cL1 take(a)

fa [ns3m mi-ntfin  m-3], wu 3 gan

come(b) cL19.crumb cr19-small cL19-peT crl give(b) go(a)

nwim b-5 la

cr2.children cL2-DET DAT

‘When she cooks, even fufu, for herself, even whatever [small thing]
remains, when she eats, she eats and eats, she takes [only] small crumbs
and gives them to the children.’

gdm ka no wa df  w-) [kwé& 1
Wum village.Loc susorp cLl be(b) cLl-rEL cL3/7a.village aApvLz
fi-ntfin], ki a tfig w5

cL18-small cL7 NEGc be_far(a) NG

*“Wum, which is a small town, it is not far.”®

The nominal modifier -dzua ‘other’, ‘certain’
5

In elicitation, forms with and without segmental agreement prefixes were pro-
vided for dzi ‘other’, ‘certain’ (also ‘some’). However, in unelicited examples,
dzi generally takes an agreement prefix. The pattern is the same as for other
adjectivals, with a purely tonal (low-tone) prefix for Class 1 and 9 and syl-
labic mid-tone prefixes for the other classes. Whereas in Class 1 and 9, the
stem bears a mid tone, for the other classes, it bears a high tone, whether the
prefix is present or not; see Table 5.12.

noun class prefix example gloss

1 T- pgom dzii ‘a certain/ another plantain’
2 b3- ngom (b3)dza ‘certain/ other plantains’

3 wi- kpeé (wii)dza ‘a certain/ another pot’

10 yi- tsé (yi)dza ‘certain/ other pots’

7,7a ki- yifi (ki)dzd ‘certain/ other eggs’

8,8a bi- m¢ (bi)dza ‘certain/ other livers’

9 t- sd dzii ‘certain/ other meat’

19 fi- mwin (fi)dzt ‘a certain/ another clay pot’
18,6 miiN- mwin (miin)dzd ‘certain/ other cats’

Table 5.12: Agreement prefixes on the modifier -dzi ‘certain’, ‘other’

5The language spoken in Wum is Aghem. The name Aghem is also sometimes used to refer to

the town.
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5.3. Agreement in adjectivals

Examples (59)-(61) are taken from natural texts. When dza modifies a
Class 1 noun, it takes on a mid tone, as in (59). For classes other than Class 1
or 9, the stem takes a mid-tone syllabic prefix and retains its high stem tone,

as in (60) and (61).

(59) [kpé

dzi]

kddi fin

cLl.woman cLl.certain p3 be(b) there

‘There once was a woman.’

(60) ntstpkwin w-3

ywé gan nim [i

[kpan wii-dzd]

cLl/2.0wl cL2-peT run(c) go(a) sit(a) go_down(a) cL3.tree cL3-other

wd
on

‘The owl went and sat down on another tree.’

(61) [dz5

yi-dza y-3] ko bo

m-bo,

cL10.houses cL10-other cL10-pET P3 burn(b) inr-burn(b)

y-én

ta kwa di

p-kwa

cL10-pEM.PROX VER.FOC break(a) be(b) inr-break(a)

‘The other houses burnt down, these ones broke.’

5.3.6 The nominal modifier -dgm ‘some’

Just like for dzi, forms with and without agreement prefixes were also given
in elicitation for -ddm ‘some’ (also ‘other’ or ‘any’); see Table 5.13.

noun class prefix example gloss

1 T- pgom dém ‘some/ any plantain’
2 b3- ngom (b3)dém ‘some/ any plantains’
3 wii- kpé (wi))dém ‘some/ any pot’

7,7a ki- yimfi (ki)Jdém ‘some/ any eggs’
8,8a bi- mo (bi)dom ‘some/ any livers’

9 T- sddém ‘some/ any meat’

10 yi- tsé (yi)ddm ‘some/ any pots’

19 fi- mwin (fi)Jddm ‘some/ any clay pot’
18 miN- mwin (miin)ddm ‘some/ any cats’

Table 5.13: Agreement prefixes on -dgm ‘some’, ‘any’, ‘other’

When an agreement prefix is present, it takes the most common form of
adjectival agreement with a zero (or tonal) prefix for Class 1 and 9 and a mid-
tone syllabic prefix for the other classes. The tone of dgm is always high, even
in Class 1 and 9. Thus, it behaves like -ntfig ‘small’ which also retains its tone,
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no matter which noun it modifies. However, spontaneous text examples gen-
erally do not show agreement, see (62) and (63). If dgm did show agreement,
the form would be ki-dgm in both examples, but it doesn’t.

(62) [to dim]la b3 ye n-dzon, b3 a
cL7/8.day some par cL2 start(a) inF-quarrel(c) cL2 com
neighbour wil

crl.neighbour cr1;3sG.ross

‘One day they started quarrelling, she and her neighbour.’

(63) n=sén bu md a, f5 df [nin dom] a f3 plan
1sg =then ask(b) cs.quor @, r1 be(b) cL7.thing some 2sG r1 plan
a
QUOT.Q

‘I then asked [him]: Is it something that you planned?’

5.3.7 The nominal modifier d¢ ‘certain’

The adjective-like d¢ ‘certain’, although similar in usage and meaning to -dza
and -dém, does not agree with the noun it modifies, see e.g. (64). It simply
consists of the stem dg which never changes and does not take an agreement
prefix. If dd did show agreement, the expected form in (64) would be kidg,
but this is ungrammatical.

(64) n=lyd né f-an, n=da wi w> y&
1sG =go_to_bush(a).1p¥v as prox-here 1sG=r1;nEG hear(b) NEG comp
bén {3 mu fa kpé tsyé w-€n
cr2pL pl take(a) come(b) crL3.pot crl.father.2ross cL3-DEM.PROX
w-3 wa-kwé  w-3 yé benld [nin dé] tfin
cL3-that cL3-home crL3-that comp 2rL do(a) cL7.thing certain there
mi
in

‘AsTam going to the bush, I don’t want to hear [when I come back] that
you have taken your father’s traditional pot in order to do something
in it.’

5.3.8 The interrogative quantifier -min ‘how much’,
‘how many’

In elicitation, the interrogative quantifier -miy ‘how much’/‘how many’ was
often given without an agreement prefix. However, in unelicited text exam-
ples, it usually takes an agreement marker. When it modifies a Class 1 or a
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Class 9 noun, miy takes a zero (or tonal) prefix. For all other classes, the pre-
fix is syllabic and bears a high tone (not a mid tone, like in the adjectivals
treated so far). It is unclear whether there is a tonal prefix in Class 1 and 9 or
not because the prefix has no effect on the tone of the root mir.

Examples (65) and (66) show how mirn agrees with Class 2 and Class 7a,
respectively. I have not found any unelicited example in which miy is used
attributively.

(65) 4?4, mbe d3zwe b5 kpid f-an, wu bdy  yE
INTER]J cL2.people many c12 abound(b?) prox-here cr1 call(a) comp
di [b3-mip]
be(b) cL2-how_many

‘People, too many of them - she is saying that [they] are how many?’

(66) bE gan ym-fi k-3, ki df
count(a) go(a) cL3/7a.egg-cL9/10.chicken crL7a-peT cL7a be(b)
[ki-mig]

cL7a-how_many

¢‘Count those eggs! How many are they?’

5.3.9 The selective interrogative mwan ‘which’

The selective interrogative -mwan ‘which’ takes a zero (or tonal) prefix in
Class 1 and 9, and a syllabic prefix with a low tone in all other classes. It is
unclear whether there is a tonal prefix in Class 1 and 9 or not. The prefix has
no effect on the tone of the root -mwan. It is unusual to have a low tone on
agreement prefixes for noun classes other than Class 1 and 9.

Examples of the use of mwan are given in (67)-(69). Example (67) shows
the lack of a segmental prefix when mwan modifies a Class 9 noun. Examples
(68) and (69) show the low-toned prefix attested in noun classes other than
Class 1 and 9.

(67) di [sip mwan y-3] a I y-3 g
beb c1.9.knife c1.9.which cL9-pET 256 do(a).1pFv CLI-REL upon

¢‘Which knife do you use?’ (lit.: It is which knife that you do [it] with?)

(68) [fdp yi-mwan  y-3]
cr10.sand cr10-which cL10-pDET
°‘Which sand?’

69) [ wl-mwan w-3]

cr3.head crL3-which cL3-DET

°‘Which head?’
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In elicitation, mmwan was given as an alternative form which can be used
for all noun classes. This form does not agree with the noun class of the mod-
ified noun.

5.4 Agreement in numerals

When they modify a noun, numerals from one to nine” take syllabic agreement
prefixes, which are nearly identical in shape with the third person personal
pronouns; see Table 5.14.

noun class prefix

1 wii-

2 b35-

3 wii-
7,7a ki-
8,8a bi-

9 yi-

10 yi-

19 fi-
18,6 miiN-

Table 5.14: Numeral agreement prefixes

The agreement prefixes for Class 1 and 9 bear a low tone, while all others
bear a superhigh tone. The root mwo ‘one’ bears a low tone in Class 1 and 9
and a high tone in all other noun classes. Table 5.15 contains an overview of
the numerals ‘one’ to ‘four’ in all noun classes.

noun class prefix ‘one’ ‘two’ ‘three’  ‘four’

1 wi- wi-mwd - - -

2 b3-/b5- - b3-fye b3-t5 b3-nde

3 wii- wii-mwjd - - -

7,7a ki- ki-m¢ ki-fye ki-t5 ki-ndé

8 bi- - bi-fye bi-t5 bi-nde

9 yi- yi-mwd - - -

10 yi- - yi-fyée yi-tsd  yi-ndeé

19 fi- fi-mw3 - - -

18 mi{(N)- - miim-fyé miin-t>5 mii-ndé

Table 5.15: Noun class agreement in numerals

7For more on numerals including higher numerals, see §7.1.5.
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As Table 5.15 shows, the Class 10 prefix causes palatalization of root-initial
f and t.8 The shape of the root for ‘two’ changes from -fyé to -fyé€, as in yifyé
and shape of the root for ‘three’ changes from -t5 to -ts5. The numeral prefix
is the only agreement prefix which such a process is attested for, although the
Class 3/10 stem alternation must have a similar origin.® This morphophono-
logical process is treated in detail in §3.3.3.

When the numeral modifies a noun of Class 7 or 7a a root-change is also
attested. In this case, the numeral root mwo ‘one’ is realized as mg. As pha-
ryngealization is a by-product of the historical loss of a final velar (or glottal)
stop, I suspect that the root-change in the numeral for ‘one’ may be due to the
influence of a former Class 7 (or 7a) suffix -k on the numeral root (cf. §3.3.4).

Example (70) contains instances of two different numbers and noun classes:
wi-mwo ‘one’ (crl) and b3-fye ‘two’ (crL2). The tone of the Class 1 (and 9,
see (71)) prefix is lower, as is generally the case. Example (71) also contains
two examples of numerals modifying nouns. The first, yi-mwo ‘one’ shows the
low tone typical for Class 9, the second example, b3-t3 shows an unexpected
tone on the prefix. While we would expect a superhigh tone, the tone on the
prefix is rising. This rise may be caused by a low tone on the preceding noun
mbé ‘people’, which is realized mbeg in isolation.

(70) b3 kadz [b3-fy€e], [wan mdnd  wu-mwd] ami [wan
cL2 pr3 be(b) cL2-two cLl.child cLl.man crLl-one and cLl.child
kpé wli-mwo]
cLl.woman crLl-one

‘They were two, one boy and one girl.’

(71) [si yl-mwo] 4né [mbeg b3-t5] bi i
c19/10.day cL9-one like_that crL2.people cr2-three exit(b) pass(b)
gan
go(a)

‘On one day like that, three people die.’

8f is realized as { and t changes to ts after the Class 10 prefix yi-. This process does not exactly
fit the common pattern of palatalization. However, it is unclear what determines the precise
consonant alternations.

9Palatalization is also attested in the few irregular Gender 3/10 nominal roots which show
initial consonant mutation (see §3.3.2 and §4.3.6). However, the prefixes that must have orig-
inally caused palatalization in those Class 10 nouns which have their singular in Class 3, have
disappeared.
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5.5 Overview of agreement patterns

This section summarizes the previous sections, giving an overview of agree-
ment patterns and the similarities and differences between them. Table 5.16
gives an overview of the regular agreement patterns, using examples from
different types of noun modifiers.

noun adjectives demonstratives numerals indep. 35G.POSS
class (here: (here: distal) (here: pronouns  pronouns

‘new’) ‘one’ and  (here:

‘two’) preverbal
form)

1 fyip wd wiumw) wi wil
2 bafyiny b5 b3fye b5 b5
3 wiifyin wd wimwd  wi wil
7,7a kifyin k3 kim¢ ki ki
8,8a bifyi b3 bifye bi bi
9 fyip yd yimwd yi yi
10 yifyiy yd yifye yi yi
19 fifyip 5 fimw3 fi fi
18,6 miumfyiny mj miimfye mi mii

Table 5.16: Overview of agreement patterns, including prefixes and tonal
changes, exemplified by different types of noun modifiers

Adjectives and numerals take syllabic agreement prefixes, but they differ
in several respects. First of all, adjectives have no segmental prefixes for Class
1 and 9. Instead, the stem tone is commonly lower when the adjective agrees
with a Class 1 or a Class 9 noun. Whether this is due to a low tone prefix is
still unclear (see discussion below). The same agreement pattern is attested
with other adjectivals, such as the quantifiers -10 ‘all’, -dzwe ‘a lot of’. How-
ever, there is no simple explanation for the tonal alternations attested in other
adjectivals.

Demonstratives, with their vowel-initial roots, take segmental agreement
prefixes. As with the other nominal modifiers, the stem tone is generally lower
when a demonstrative modifies a noun of Class 1 or Class 9, than when it
modifies a noun of another noun class. Finally, both personal and possessive
pronouns consist of an agreement prefix only. In their preverbal form, the
pronouns for Class 1 and 9 bear a low tone, while the others bear a mid tone,
except for the 3pL or Class 2 pronoun which bears a superhigh tone. In non-
preverbal position, the 3pr/Class 2 pronoun has the same tone as the other
non-Class 1/9 pronouns. Possessive pronouns bear a mid tone for Class 1 and
9 and a superhigh tone for all other classes.
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Most of the tonal stem alternations between nominal modifiers of Class
1 and 9 nouns on the one hand, and nouns of other classes on the other,
cannot be accounted for by the effect of tonal prefixes. Given the existence
of a general process called ‘Low tone spread’ (see §3.4.2), which changes a
superhigh to a low-high rising tone after a low tone, the stem change from
underlying fyip ‘new’ to fyip could be accounted for by the existence of a
low tone prefix for Class 1 and 9. However, the change from high to mid, as
attested in the quantifier -ntfip ‘few’ (see §5.3.4) and in demonstratives, is not
a regular process. Neither is the change from mid to rising, as attested in the
quantifiers -10 ‘all’ and -d3we ‘a lot of’ (see §5.3.2 and 5.3.3, respectively). For
the other modifiers, the tonal opposition between Class 1 and 9 and the other
noun classes cannot simply be accounted for by the existence of tonal prefixes,
either. Thus, neither the change from mid to low in personal pronouns nor the
change from superhigh to mid in possessive pronouns can be accounted for at
this point.

5.6 Gender conflict resolution

Gender conflict arises when two nominals belonging to different genders (or
noun class pairings) are conjoined, so that the resulting NP triggers agree-
ment. Different languages use different strategies to resolve this problem. As
agreement in Mundabli is restricted to the noun phrase, gender conflict can
only arise within the noun phrase, as well.

In principle, there are two possible cases in which gender conflict could
arise in Mundabli: (a) when a noun modifier modifies a conjunction of nom-
inals belonging to different genders or (b) when a conjunction of nominals
belonging to different genders is represented by a pronoun. In fact, I have
not found a single example of a modifier modifying a conjunction of nouns
or noun phrases of different genders. Instead each member of the conjunction
tends to have its own modifier.

However, it is possible for conjunctions of nouns of different genders to
be represented by a single pronoun, even though this is rarely the case in
spontaneous speech. Therefore, this discussion will be restricted to gender-
conflict in pronouns.

In a (symmetrical) conjunction of nominals, two nominals are connected
with the conjunction ami (see (72) and (73)). In these and the following ex-
amples, the conjunction is surrounded by square brackets.

(72) b5 kadi b5-fye, [wan mdnd  wiu-mwo ami wan
cL2 pr3 be(b) cL2-two crl.child cLl.man crl-one and crl.child
kpé wli-mwo]

crl.woman cLl-one

‘They were two - one boy and one girl.’
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(73) wu dzé 444, y&€ m=Db0y [mfd ngt
cL]1 say(b) iNnTteRy comp 1sG =pick(b) cL1/2.slave crLl;1sG.POSs
kpé ami mfd ngt mdn3]

crl.female and cr1/2.slave cLl;1sG.poss cLl.male
‘She said: Wow! I have picked my slave boy and my slave girl.’

However, when two nominals of different genders are involved, a comi-
tative construction is preferred, with the second nominal occurring within a
comitative phrase headed by the comitative marker a ‘with’, as in (74).

(74) [sd v-3 a pam b-3]
crL9.meat cL9-pET coM cr8a.fufu cL8a-pET

°‘the meat with the fufu’

The use of the comitative construction is more appropriate than the sym-
metrical construction when referring to nouns of different genders. Whereas
Maho (1999: 114) lists the comitative construction as one means to avoid gen-
der conflict by avoiding a conjunction, in Mundabli the use of the comitative
construction does not resolve gender conflict. While, in this asymmetrical con-
struction, the first nominal forms the head of the whole noun phrase, agree-
ment is not (always) with the head noun, as shown in (75) where a Class 2 (or
3pL) pronoun represents the conjunction of a Class 1 and a Class 9 noun.

Instead, the choice of a pronoun representing a comitative construction de-
pends on animacy. When nouns referring to humans and non-human animates
are conjoined, they are represented by a Class 2 pronoun; see (75). Conjunc-
tions of humans and non-animates are not attested in spontaneous speech.

(75) [md a dzu y-31, m=f3 dd b3 la
crl.man com cr9.goat cL9-DET 1sG=r1 see(a) cL2PP DAT

¢‘The man with the goat, I saw them.’

Comitative constructions involving two (or more) nouns referring to inan-
imate objects are usually represented by a Class 8 pronoun, as shown in (76).

(76) a. s v-3 a pam b-3, n=df yi bi
crL9.meat cL9-pET com cL8a.fufu cL8a-peT 1sc =¥l eat(b) cL8
°“The meat with the fufu, I will eat them.’

b. s y-3 a I5k> b-3, n=di yi
cL9.meat cL9-DET com cL8a.cassava cL8a-peET 1sc=r1 eat(b)
bf
cL8

°“The meat with the cassava, I will eat them.’
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c. S v-3 a dzwo, n=df yi bf
cL9.meat cL9-pET com crl/2.gkenenkene 1sc=Fl1 eat(b) cL8

*‘The meat with the pkenenkene,'° I will eat them.’

A comitative construction involving two or more nominals, of which at
least one refers to an animal (or other non-human animate) can be represented
either by a Class 8 pronoun or by a Class 2 pronoun; see (77).

(77) a. n=df 1la kpi yT
1sc =r1 make(a) die(b) cL10

*‘T will kill them [goats].’
b. n=df 14 kpi mi
1sc =r1 make(a) die(b) cL18a

©1 will kill them [cats].’
c. n=dif 1a kpi b3
1sc=r1 make(a) die(b) cL2

*‘T will kill them [goats and cats].’
d n=df 14 kpi bf
1sc=r1 make(a) die(b) cL8

*‘I will kill them [goats and cats].’

Examples (77a) and (77b) show the agreement of the nominals themselves
when no comitative construction is involved. Examples (77c) and (77d) show
the two possibilities that are available when the comitative construction is
represented by a pronoun. A comitative construction involving two nominals
of different genders, but both with animate referents, can be represented either
by a Class 2 pronoun, as in (77c), or by a Class 8 pronoun, as in (77d).

10The Cameroon Pidgin word ‘npkenenkene’ refers to a soup with a slimy consistency, similar to
okra soup.



