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f2 non-hodiernal future
frust frustrative
fut future
hab habitual
ideo ideophone
imp imperative
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This section contains a list of affixes and bound forms including noun class
and agreement prefixes and a list of free particles.

affix gloss
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N̄= 1sg.pvb preverbal form of first person singular pronoun;

procliticizes to the verbal core
N-...-n∼N- inf infinitive prefix/circumfix; choice depends on

the shape of the verb stem
bə-∼b- cl2 Class 2 agreement prefix
bi-∼b- cl8 Class 8 agreement prefix
bə-∼b- cl2 Class 2 nominal prefix and agreement prefix
fi- cl19 Class 19 nominal prefix and agreement prefix
ki-∼k- cl7 Class 7 agreement prefix
mu(N)-∼m- cl18 Class 18 agreement prefix
mu(N)-∼m- cl6a Class 6a agreement prefix
wu-∼w- cl1 Class 1 agreement prefix
wu-∼w- cl3 Class 3 agreement prefix
wu-∼w- cl5 Class 5 agreement prefix
yi-∼y- cl9 Class 9 agreement prefix
yi-∼y- cl10 Class 10 agreement prefix
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particle gloss
à q polar question particle; finishes off original (as

opposed to quoted) polar questions
à∼nà p1 hesternal past
ā com preposition ‘with’; used with comitative and in-

strumental semantics, licenses additional verb
argument, invokes special tonal pronoun form

ā neg preverbal negative marker; directly precedes the
verb, following tense/aspect markers

a̋ advlz adverbializer; precedes adverbs and adverbial
phrases

āmɨ ̀ ‘and’ conjunction; conjoins NPs or phrases
bɔ̀ frust frustrative
dɨ ̋ f1 hodiernal future
fə̋ p1 hodiernal past
ɪ ̋ loc locative preposition
ka᷇ f2 non-hodiernal future
kə̀ p3 distant past
kə̋ cond conditional marker; introduces a conditional

clause
kə̋ hab habitual marker; TAM marker
mə́ cs.quot current speaker quotatitive marker
mɛ̀ ncs.quot.q marks non-current speaker quoted questions;

follows the complementizer yɛ ̄which introduces
sequences of reported speech

mɨ,̄ mɨ ́ consec consecutive marker, ‘and (then)’; clausal con-
junction; with amid tone in p3, f1 and f2 clauses
and with a high tone in p0, p1 and p2 clauses

nà∼à p2 hesternal past
ná as as, like
nɔ̌ qtag question tag; follows a clause, turning it into a

tag question; used in positive lead questions
nō∼̤nə̄ subord subordinator; also introduces relative clauses
nɨ ̋ imp.pl follows verbs in plural imperatives
ta∼᷇ʃa᷇ prohib prohibitive
tə́ ver.foc verum focus
wɔ̄ neg negative particle; follows the verbal core; always

co-occurs with the preverbal negation marker ā
yɛ ̄ comp complementizer; precedes complement clauses,

including utterance complements
yɛ∼̄ɛ∼̄ā quot.q question marker in quoted questions; can finish

off quoted polar and content questions
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