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Deborah Kim was born in Seoul, Republic of Korea in 1993. From 2011 to
2013, she studied at Trinity Western University (Canada), where she earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Linguistics and graduated with the highest grade
point average in her graduating class. During one of her summers as an
undergraduate, she traveled for the first time to Varshide(Tashkorgan) and
became intrigued by its people, place, and language. In 2013 and 2014, she
conducted field research on Sarikoli in Varshide and wrote her MA thesis on
Sarikoli subordinate clauses; she obtained her Master of Arts in Linguistics at
the University of North Dakota (USA) in the summer of 2014. In the fall of
2014, she became a postgraduate researcher in Chinese minority languages
at Xinjiang University (China), continuing research in Sarikoli. In November
2015, she was admitted as a PhD researcher at Leiden University Centre for
Linguistics, with a research project on describing the syntax of Sarikoli.





