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Abstract

This study focuses on the life, exploits and ideology of Guru Wuguang (1818-2000), a dizzyingly
eclectic and extremely influential Taiwanese Buddhist figure who studied Daoist alchemy,
multiple forms of Chinese, Japanese and Tibetan Buddhism, as well as biology, thermodynamics,
philosophy, theology, and occulture. This is done in order to understand what happens when a
tradition ‘purified’ from its ‘mythical’ elements reincorporates itself in the tension between its
‘enchanted’ past and ‘scientific’ present. Wuguang is famous throughout the Chinese-speaking
Buddhist world for resurrecting Zhenyan, a school of esoteric Buddhism said to have flourished in
China during the Tang Dynasty. The academic community has largely ignored Wuguang, making
this the first in-depth exploration of this figure, whose influence is truly global. Building upon
David McMahan’s work on Buddhist modernism, Jason Josephson’s secular-religious-
superstitious trinary, scholarly discourse concerning Weberian disenchantment, and employing the
Religious Economy Model, 1 argue that Wuguang’s teachings represent an intentionally
reenchanted form of Buddhist modernism aimed at harmonizing magic with modern science and
philosophy. While scholarly discourse on Asian magic in the modern world has been confined to
popular religion, this study additionally focuses on ‘High-Church Buddhism’ by analyzing
Wuguang’s magico-scientific interpretation of complex Buddhist doctrine. This was accomplished
by identifying each facet of Wuguang’s eclecticism, tracing its provenance, and illuminating
Wuguang’s innovative use thereof while exploring his influence. Primary data were collected
through textual and historical research, as well as onsite fieldwork conducted from 2011 to 2016.
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Notes on Romanization

Excluding a number of special cases, all Chinese words have been transcribed into
Mandarin Pinyin. The exceptions to this are Taiwanese place names and personal names which
have been rendered in accordance with their standardized form. Japanese words and names have
been romanized in the modified Hepburn system with identical exceptions.

Due to the Sino-Japanese character of this dissertation, when broadly speaking of
doctrines and practices of Buddhist sects that cross the Chinese/Japanese linguistic divide, both
the Mandarin and Japanese pronunciations have been transliterated. Thus, the characters B &
and & are respectively transcribed as Zhenyan/Shingon and Chan/Zen. However, when referring
to a particularly Han or Japanese group within these larger categories, only the pronunciation
used in that particular group’s context is given.

List of Abbreviations: in alphabetical order

Abbreviation | Full Form | Characters
GKTM Great King of Tantra Mandala KEAFE 2 F 4%

KMT Kuomingtang S

MCS Modern Chan Society BAC A

MPPM Maha Pranidhana Parvata Mantrayana LR Pa Ik 2 | = o2 RRE L
MSBL Mantra School Bright Lineage HE S ER

PRC People’s Republic of China HrEE N\ RGSLAN
ROC Republic of China i 2 R[]

SSBA South Seas Buddhist Association e

SSBJ South Seas Buddhist Journal T ik 2 Rk

TOE Theory of Everything

TOUB Temple of Universal Brightness Y6 F 55
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