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Revolution

Death to man’s soul is Europe, death is Asia
To man’s will: neither feels the vital current
In men’s hearts stirs a revolution’s torrent
Maybe our old world too is nearing death
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An Eastern League of Nations
Conquered the waters, conquered the air
Why should old heaven change looks, not wear?
Europe’s imperialists dreamed — but their dream
Soothsayers soon may read a new way!

Asia’s Geneva let Teheran be
Earth’s book of fate new statutes may see.

Muhammad Igbal (1877-1938),
Zarb-i-Kalim/The Rod of Mozes, 1936
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