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Iva PeSa was born on 3 July 1987 in Zadar, Croatia. In 2004 she enrolled at the Institute for History at
Leiden University, where she obtained her Bachelor’s degree in 2007. After having followed courses in
Global History and African History, she enrolled for the Research Master’s programme at the African
Studies Centre and Leiden University. She specialised in African History and wrote a thesis entitled,
‘Cinderella’s cassava: A historical study of agricultural adaptation in Mwinilunga District from pre-
colonial times to independence’. She was fortunate to receive the opportunity to continue her
research at Leiden University in 2009, when she started her PhD research. Since completing her
doctoral research Iva has started a post-doctoral research at the African Studies Centre within the
Centre for Frugal Innovation in Africa, which joins Leiden, Delft and Erasmus Universities. This research
will focus on innovation, technology and entrepreneurship on the Zambian and Congolese
Copperbelts, from a historical and comparative perspective.
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