Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Egypt beyond representation : materials and materiality of Aegyptiaca

Romana
Miskens, S.W.G.

Citation

Muskens, S. W. G. (2017, March 16). Egypt beyond representation : materials and materiality
of Aegyptiaca Romana. Archaeological Studies Leiden University. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/46693

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/46693

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/46693

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/46693 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation

Author: Miiskens, Sander

Title: Egypt beyond representation : materials and materiality of Aegyptiaca Romana
Issue Date: 2017-03-16


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/46693

Part |

Introduction






This study investigates the materials and materiality
of the objects that we call Aegyptiaca in the Roman
world between approximately the late 1% century
BC and the late 4™ century AD. Starting from the
observation that current approaches to so-called
Egyptian and Egyptianising artefacts are essentially
informed by modern notions of what Egypt entails —
which are associated with various assumptions about
style, subject matter, and (supposed) provenance
— this research sets out, first, to evaluate these
premises. Subsequently, it proposes a new line of
inquiry that, for the first time, emphasises material
properties when studying so-called Aegyptiaca from
the Roman world, thereby working towards a more
inclusive approach to assess specifically Roman
understandings of these objects.

In order to elucidate this study’s background, this
introduction first presents an outline of the relative
scholarship of ancient Egypt so far, with a particular
focus on the development of the study of Egypt in the
Roman world. This overview reveals that, although
interpretations of the relations between Rome
and Egypt have significantly changed over time,
the material basis on which these understandings
largely rely — the corpus of so-called Egyptian and
Egyptianising artefacts — is only rarely scrutinised.
To this end, the second section explores the category
of Aegyptiaca in greater detail, focusing particularly
on the conceptual grounds on which Egyptian and
Egyptian-looking objects are defined, as well as the
(often implicit) assumptions that the classification of
these artefacts entails. The set-up and aims of this
research follow from this discussion.






