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SASKIA T. ROSELAAR

THIS THESIS DISCUSSES AGER PUBLICUS, A KIND
OF PUBLIC LAND SPECIFIC TO THE ROMAN
REPUBLIC. ALTHOUGH MANY WORKS HAVE BEEN
DEVOTED TO THIS KIND OF LAND, THERE IS AS
YET NO BOOK WHICH INVESTIGATES IN DEPTH
ITS ROLE IN THE SOCIETY, ECONOMY, AND POLI-
TICS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. MANY ASPECTS
OF THE HISTORY OF THIS TYPE OF LAND ARE
STILL HOTLY DEBATED, FROM ITS DEVELOPMENT
IN THE EARLY REPUBLIC AND THE LEGAL RIGHTS
THAT COULD BE HELD ON IT BY ROMAN CITI-
ZENS AND ALLIES, TO ITS ROLE IN THE DEVEL-
OPMENTS OF THE SECOND CENTURY BC AND
THE GRACCHAN PERIOD. THIS BOOK AIMS TO
FILL THE GAPS IN OUR KNOWLEDGE BY GIVING
A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY
OF AGER PUBLICUS IN THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. BY
DISCUSSING AGER PUBLICUS IN ITS WIDER CON-
TEXT AND CONNECTING IT TO SUCH THEMES AS
POPULATION GROWTH AND PROLETARIANIZA-
TION, ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE REPUBLIC WILL
BECOME CLEAR. AT THE SAME TIME THE LEGAL
DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING THIS LAND WILL
BE DISCUSSED IN A NEW LIGHT, BY PUTTING THE
RELEVANT LAWS IN THEIR SOCIAL CONTEXT.
THE THESIS SHOWS THAT THE PRIVATIZATION
OF THIS LAND IN THE LATE THIRD AND SECOND
CENTURIES BCWAS DIRECT RESULT OF GROWING
PRESSURE ON THE LAND AS A RESULT OF POPU-
LATION GROWTH AND AN INCREASE IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION FOR THE MARKET.
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