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APPENDIX FOUR 
Classification System for Eastern Desert Ware by 
Vessel Form (H) and Lay-out of the Decoration (D)  

 
 
These tables were originally prepared for H. Barnard (2005). "The Macroscopic Description of Eastern Desert Ware 
(1935-2002)," in I. Caneva and A. Roccati (eds.). Acta Nubica: Proceedings of the X International Conference of 
Nubian Studies: Rome, 9-14 September 2002. Rome, Libreria dello Stato: pp. 56-61. 
 
 

H-class Example 

H 0 - Unknown 

H 1 - Cup 
 a - cup with S-shaped profile 
 b - carrinated cup 
 c - cylindrical cup 
 d - conical cup 

H 2 - Bowl 
 a - globular bowl 
 b - hemispherical bowl 
 c - conical bowl 
 d - footed or suspending bowl 

H 3 - Jar / pot 

 
Courtesy of G. Pyke.

H 4 - Goblet 

???  Courtesy of P.J. Rose.

H 5 - Miniature 
 a - miniature cup 
 b - miniature bowl 
 c - miniature jar / pot 
 d - miniature goblet  

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.



Appendix IV: Classification System 

H 6 - Beak-spouted vessel 
 a - beak-spouted cup 
 b - beak-spouted globular bowl 
 c - beak-spouted hemispherical bowl 
 d - beak-spouted vessel with handle  

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

H 7 - Tubular-spouted vessel 

H 8 - Ladle 

 
Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

H 9 - Dish 

H 10 - Other 

 
Courtesy of J.W. Hayes, O.T.C. Hoogzaad and 

S.A. Abraham.
 

 
Table 10-1: Classification Eastern Desert Ware vessels by shape 

(after Barnard 2005). 
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Eastern Desert Ware 

 
D-class Example 

D 0 - Unknown / no decoration 

D 1 - Exclusively on rim 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

D 2 - Narrow, single band 

Courtesy of P.J. Rose.

D 3 – Multiple horizontal bands 

D 4 - Vertical with metopes 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

D 5 - Vertical without metopes 

Courtesy of P.J. Rose.

D 6 - Horizontal and vertical 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

D 7 - Continuous diagonal 
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Appendix IV: Classification System 

D 8 - Unarticulated / asymmetric 

D 9 - Zoomorphic 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

D 10 - Other 

Courtesy of J.W. Hayes
and R.C. Dijkstra.

 
 

Table 10-2: Classification of Eastern Desert Ware vessels by the lay-out of the decoration 
(after Barnard 2005). 
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Eastern Desert Ware 

 
Motif Example 

Birds 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

Fish 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

Grille 

Indented rim 

Lines 

Maltese cross 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

Rhomboids 

Courtesy of E. Strouhal.

Round brackets 

Courtesy of P.J. Rose.

 146



Appendix IV: Classification System 

Running dogs 

Spirals 

Sun-motif 

Triangles 

Waves 

X-motif 

Courtesy of P.J. Rose.

Zig-zag 

 
 

Table 10-3: Common motifs on Eastern Desert Ware 
(after Barnard 2005). 
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