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As I bave already suggested, everything we say in these subjects is challengeable, not just in the sense
in which knowledge in the sciences is challengeable by bringing in new information or revealing flaws
in the logic of the original reasoning, but challengeable by bringing to bear another idiom, another
context, another emphasis, another perspective, another sensibility. And these are alhways matters of
Judgement, albeit of disciplined and experienced judgement rather than merely subjective or arbitrary
Judgement. The greater persuasiveness of the new account cannot be demonstrated conclusively: it can
only attempt to plug itself into onr understanding at a greater number of points, to build more
Plausibility and more illumination into a rearrangement of what is already in some sense partly
known.

Stefan Collini (2012)"

And some people, passing among the scattered pieces of that great overturned jigsaw puzzle, start to
pick up a piece bere, a piece there, with a vague yet irresistible notion that perhaps something might
be done about putting the thing back together again. ... Two difficulties with this latter scheme at
once present themselves. First of all, we have only ever glimpsed, as if through balf-closed lids, the
picture on the lid of the jigsaw puzzle box. Second, no matter how diligent we have been about
picking up pieces along the way, we will never have anywhere near enough of them to finish the job.

The most we can hope to accomplish with ounr handful of salvaged bits—the bittersweet harvest of
observation and experience—is to build a little world of onr own. A scale model of that mysterions
original, unbroken, half—remembered. Of course the worlds we build out of our store of fragments
can be only approximations, partial and inaccurate. As representations of the vanished whole that
hannts us, they must be accounted failures. And yet in that very failure, in their gaps and inaccura-

cies, they may yet be faithful maps, accurate scale models, of this beautiful and broken world. ...

That is the paradoxical power of the scale model; a child holding a globe has a more direct, more
intuitive grasp of the earth’s scope and variety, of its local vastness and its cosmic tininess, than a
man who spends a year in circumnavigation.

Michael Chabon (2013)t

* “The Character of the Humanities”, What are Universities for? (London & New York: Pen-
guin, 2012), 79.
T “The Film Wotlds of Wes Anderson”, The New York Review of Books 60/4 (2013): 23.
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To constitute a full urban community a settlement must display a relative predominance of trade-
commercial relations with the settlement as a whole displaying the following features: 1. a fortifica-
tion; 2. a market; 3. a conrt of its own and at least partially antonomons law; 4. a related form of
association; and 5. at least partial autonomy and antocephaly, thus also an administration by
anthorities in the election of whom the burghers participated.

Max Weber (1921)!

The absence of the government house from the list of the indispensable characteristics of a town would
suggest at first blush that the Muslim town is perbaps not to be understood as a body politic at all.
In any event, it is not (what the polis was) an autonomous association of citizens. A given town may
at a given moment enjoy independence or self-government, in the sense that it is not subjected to an
outside power of whose ferritory it forms but one part. Sovereignty and freedom may fall to it acci-
dentally, as it were; self-government with executive officials designated by the full citizens there never
could be, for the city constituted not a closed corporation, a share in which defines the citizen, but
merely a functionally unified, administrative entity with a more or less stable complement of settlers
or inhabitants. To such cities Plato’s characterigation of certain states as ‘merely aggregations of men
dwelling in cities who are the subjects and servants of a part of their own state’ conld fittingly be
applied. There were no qualifications to be met to obtain admission to citizenship in the Muslim
town_for the simple reason that there was no body of town dwellers in whom political or civic author-
ity was seen 1o reside.

Gustave Edmund von Grunebaum (1955)2

As o [the pre-eminence of the ‘central’ area over the periphery|, concentrated in the city’s
Central’ area (often coterminons with the physical center, but not necessarily so) are the most promi-
nent governmental and religious edifices and usually the main market. The chief public buildings
either crowd around an open square, or plazga, onto which converge a number of streets ... or stand
along, or at the end of, a broad, straight thoronghfare ... The plazas or main streets serve as meet-
ing places and ceremonial sites for the populace ... Subdivisions along ethnic and/ or occupational
lines are manifested in the preindustrial city in the numerons wards or quarters, well-defined neigh-
borhoods with relatively homogeneons populations that develop special forms of social organization.
Gideon Sjoberg (1960)3

Seventeenth-century Izmir strikingly resembles Braudel’s vision of the early-modern European city.
He writes of “autonomons worlds” of “unparalleled freedom” that had “ontwitted the territorial
state” and pursued “an economic policy of their own.” He proclaims that they ruled “their fields
antocratically, regarding them as positive colonial worlds before there were such things,” and asserts
that they were “capable of breaking down obstacles and creating or recreating protective privileges.”
The new city of Izmir conformed to this path first trodden by the European city; other nomwestern
ports were to follow.

Daniel Goffman (1990)*

I Max Weber, The City New York: Free Press, 19606), 80-81.

2 G. E. von Grunebaum, “The Structure of the Muslim Town”, in id., Islam: Essays in the
Nature and Growth of a Cultural Tradition (London: Routledge, 1961), 141-42.

3 Gideon Sjoberg, The Preindustrial City: Past and Present New York: Free Press, 1960), 96,
100.
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