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A chronology of key documents on Roman Catholic social teaching

Here is a list of the most significant official documents composing the social
teaching of the Catholic Church. With each document a link to a website where the
authorized English translation is available, which is also the translation used for the

quotations in the text.

Encyclical letter

http://www.vatican.va/holy father/leo xiii/encycli

1891 Leo Xl cals/documents/hf_I-xiii_enc 15051891 rerum-

Rerum novarum

novarum_en.html3

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy father/pius_xi/encycli
1931 Quadragesimo Pius XI cals/documents/hf p-

anno xi_enc 19310515 quadragesimo-anno_en.html

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy father/john_xxiii/ency
1961 Mater et JOHN XXIII clicals/documents/hf j-

magistra xxiii_enc_15051961 mater_en.html

Encyclical letter htf[p://www.vatican.va_/holv father/john_xxiii/ency
1963 Pacem in terris JOHN XXIII clicals/documents/hf j-

xxiii_enc_ 11041963 pacem_en.html

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy father/paul_vi/encycli
1967 Populorum PAUL VI cals/documents/hf p-

progressio vi_enc_26031967_populorum_en.html

Apostolic letter http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_|
1971 Octogesima PauL VI etters/documents/hf p-

adveniens vi_apl 19710514 octogesima-adveniens_en.html

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/en
1981 Laborem JOHN PAuL I cyclicals/documents/hf jp-

exercens ii_enc 14091981 laborem-exercens en.html

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/en
1987 Sollicitudo rei JOHN PAuL I cyclicals/documents/hf jp-

socialis ii_enc 30121987 sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/en
1991 Centesimus JOHN PAUL I cyclicals/documents/hf jp-

annus ii_enc 01051991 centesimus-annus_en.html

&%@gg?{g'um of PONTIFICAL htt_p://_www.vatican.va/roman curia/pontifical cou
2004 . CouNcIL  JUSTITIA ncils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace doc 2

doctrine of the -

ET PAX 0060526 _compendio-dott-soc_en.html

Church

Encyclical letter http://www.vatican.va/holy father/benedict xvi/en
2009 Caritas in BENEDICT XVI cyclicals/documents/hf ben-

veritate Xvi_enc 20090629 caritas-in-veritate_en.html

Towards

reforming the

f,:]r;?]r;i;i,and PONTIFICAL htt_p://_www.vatican.va/roman curia/pontifical cou
2011 : CouNcIL  JUSTITIA ncils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace doc 2

systems in the

ET PAX 0111024 nota_en.html

context of

global public

authority
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Documents and texts quoted, as available on the internet

All official Roman Catholic Church’s documents, including the Compendium of the
social doctrine of the Church, all the encyclicals, speeches and all the
documentation related to the social doctrine, including documents from the popes
and the councils and all Vatican II’s documents, can be reached through the
Vatican Holy See website:

http://www.vatican.va/

All documents published in Acta Apostolicae Sedis are available here:
http://www.vatican.va/archive/aas/index_sp.htm

Website of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace:
http://www.justpax.it/pcgp/index.html
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