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Summary

This study is part of a larger research projecitledt‘Mobile Africa Revisited’
that has been examining the appropriation of ICfid how mobile migrant
communities are shaping and being shaped by them.

Indigenous forms of communication were for a longet the medium of
communication prior to the introduction of fixed qutes, the telex and fax
machines. The world, today, has been hijacked fiyrimation and Communica-
tion Technologies (ICTs) and, by the same tokee,vilorld has hijacked ICTs,
thus creating an avalanche of information thatledgo a network society. This
network society has emerged as a result of phenalinstndes in ICTs and the
wider expectations of societal and livelihood tfanmation that were forecast by
earlier studies. Information and knowledge aregterequisites that are driving
mobility in the network society. In the process,T#Chave seemingly brought
together families and other far-flung migrant conmiies, thereby creating vir-
tual and social spaces and making transnationalatgn and mobility a way of
life for many. This new lifestyle of transnatiorsah defies the age-old tradition
found in receiving countries that prioritized as¢ation as opposed to a dual
pattern would make the host country and the hormetcy a single arena.

| argue that while ICTs continue to enhance mapflir those who move and
for those who stay put, they have become inextlycliked in forging networks
and reconfiguring existing ones. Contrary to earneidies that have predicted
change and transformation in societies that haapflegged into ICTs, ICTs
have been appropriated to enhance the workingeaéty. We should not see
this as having created a fundamental change ofikgejociety apart but as im-
proving their mobility and keeping them attachedhteir homes and their cultur-
al practices.

This volume consists of ten chapters. The histhribaoretical and conceptual
frameworks set the scene in the first chapter &oevghat migration and mobili-
ty are as old as the history of any given soci€tyapter 2 introduces the field-
work site and explains the process of data cotlaatmethodology) and analysis.
The study is an ensemble of conversations, my wvagens and interaction in
the various field sites as well as extensive ineavg and the employment of
other ethnographic tools. It has adopted a mukidsapproach and concentrated
on migrants from the Pinyin and Mankon areas of Baenenda Grassfields in
Cameroon, following them to their new localities @ape Town, South Africa
and The Hague and Amsterdam in the Netherlandskigpmwith mobile com-
munities in three loci where activities are con{aan the move required more
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than the Malinowskian intensive model, i.e. flerilthethods beyond traditional
ethnographic ones. It called for a multi-sited aggh to capture these mobile
communities on the move. This means that mucheaseearch was focused on
ICTs, communication technologies became an intagssarch tool for negotiat-
ing multi-sitedness, understanding the mobile comiguthat by definition is
difficult to grasp, tracking down informants andngly ‘linking up’ to improve
relations between the researcher and the resear8yeglixtaposing Internet-
mediated technology, social media and telephomnwag able to begin to grasp
migrants’ mobility and appreciate the intricate wefbconnections that they had
built and were continuously forging. As a resukstablished a virtual and Janus-
like presence at the field sites when | was phjlsiabsent through constant
communication. The analytical framework is guidgdtiie concepts of mobility,
network, society and technology, habitus and betang

Chapters 3, 4 and 5 are the core chapters andaffjezater understanding of
the theoretical concepts of mobility, InformatiomdaCommunication Technolo-
gy (ICT) and network. Chapters 6, 7, 8 and 9 pregendata analysis. The final
chapter, Chapter 10, summarizes the study and dsemis conclusions.

The goal of Chapter 3 was to set the stage by aslithgg some of the issues
that frame the analysis of mobility and migratido. do so, | adopted a historical
approach and then went on to look at mobility andration and the way they
are, with communication technologies, mutually f@iaing each other and creat-
ing a new mobile culture of virtual presence anepoesence. Mobility and mi-
gration are dynamic social processes that, in theevof globalization, have seen
a change in their character and nature, changearhanextricably linked to ad-
vances in ICTs and in road and air transport. Algfochanges in migration and
mobility have been phenomenal, they have also bdermed by the migration
patterns of the past, by bush trade and travdi@gtantations in the southwest-
ern coastal region of Cameroon. With an increagimgbbile society that wants
to live a dual life with a foothold in its countof origin and in its host country,
the arrival of new technologies has provided opputies for such a dualistic
lifestyle. Mobility is not limited only to the flos/of persons and goods. Cultural
mobility delineates the ability of migrants to mowéh their cultures and, con-
versely, take on or assimilate that of the hosintgquas well as those of other
migrant communities in the host country.

Chapter 4 questions how and to what extent the ggham communication
technologies has impinged on social relations. @&u$ing on Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs), with a histdrinate on how Cameroon
has leapfrogged from its embryonic stage of poaessibility concerning ICTs
among the population at large to today’'s wide amlity, we can comprehend
the relationship between mobility and ICTs. In diddi, the provision of basic
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amenities, such as electricity, has helped the gmo®f connectivity as cell
phones no longer go for days without being chargseleby increasing reacha-
bility and connectivity between home and the hasintry and among mobile
communities. Despite these mitigating circumstantes transformational im-
pact of ICTs on society, and especially the Pirgma Mankon communities, is
undeniable. Through their interaction with ICTsgisties are maintaining con-
nections at a distance, with complex recurrenepastof presence and absence.

Chapter 5 examines the multi-stranded networksrthgtants accumulate and
how they navigate these forms of network. This tdraplso deals with networks
and the emergence of a network society with resjpeBiFAM, MACUDA and
all the other associations that have emerged af@@mmian in a show of solidar-
ity. The accumulation of network underpins mobildture and networks become
an important factor in social structure relatiopshas well as in the formation of
snowball networks. Besides existing ethnic enclaaed social relational net-
works, there is a tendency to forge new ones amdatmate others. One such
new network, which is of prime importance to thebif® communities in Cape
Town, is one of weak ties that comprise the legdhvork of lawyers whose role
it is to bail out migrants from police cells, argencontractual co-habitation (life
partnerships) documentation and other legal pagha@tspermit migrants to stay
in the country, and migration syndicates that pemgte migration. Advances in
new technologies are redefining the way migrangsliaking up with each other
and with family and friends, and also how netwaaks forged and maintained.
Networking with weak ties is not permanent and lthies are constantly rede-
fined and shifting. The purpose of weak ties is¢tbas a bridge, with their abil-
ity to shift because these ties serve a particplapose and if it is not met,
alternative ties are sought. However it is impdrtamote that weak ties connect
better than strong ties. Such ties fuel migratiod eefugee processes as they de-
pend on shortcuts that would have taken a strengntich longer to accomplish.

The following four chapters (Chapters 6, 7, 8 ahgyhchronize the ‘being
there’ and ‘being here’, which simultaneously imhar the writing process and
engages my ‘ethnographic skills into textual analys order to persuade you
(the readers) of the authenticity of the accounts’.

Chapters 6 and 7 discuss the ways migrants forfardiit levels of bonding
within their intra-groupings. Chapter 6 dwells omgrants’ economic activities
and how, with the rapid development of informatt@chnology, migrants are
now able to do business differently and have irewdaopportunities and im-
proved and reduced mobility in some cases, withniobile phone doing the
mobility aspect for them. It elucidates on how ramgs are constantly breaching
laws and operating on the fringes when engagingusiness activities. Com-
pared to the economic activities of their parentthe past, ICTs have facilitated
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communication and knowledge and created fasternbssitransactions with
lower overheads. This chapter posits migrants aslfadetermined group that
shrewdly and wittingly circumvent the legal authies to further their business
activities. In the same vein, it shows the compiegiof agency and the determi-
nation needed to succeed. Migrants have becomeamta adept at games of
cat-and-mouse that they play with law enforcem@anaies. But also, through
these narrations, the theme of ‘life as a struggleps up as well. As | set out to
show for Pinyin and Mankon migrants, their invohamin the informal econo-

my in Cape Town has to a large extent been inforlnedistorical factors. The

way Pinyin migrants do business in Cape Town se@nse informed by the

skills they have inherited and internalized frone fhast and a long history of
mercantile trading. Enhanced by the speed andeifig of new communication

technologies and no longer shackled by the weiflsboservative trade, current
migrants are able to better organize their affangl mobility has become target-
ed or they are mobile while sitting in the samets@mnversely, this cannot be
said of the migrants in the Netherlands who dohaste similar opportunities to

operate in the informal economy because of thetswies regarding the setting
up of businesses. Those with educational qualiboattend, therefore, to seek
formal employment.

Chapter 7 offers in-depth accounts of both associatand their workings,
with a particular focus on how they manage ROSUAgse have come to be the
backbone of the associations but, unlike in the wagn these associations were
engaged in home village activities, less out of tdawitchcraft than for the pres-
tige it brings to those involved. To these new gwf migrant communities,
participation in village development is consideesdthe ‘noble’ thing to do and
it is rewarded with cultural capital and respecinirpeers and the village com-
munity. Associations play a major role in the stadiéabric and seek to establish
social cohesion amongst members as well as acsirghbaidge between the host
community and the home-village community. The doamal cultural character of
the association mimics that of the main associatlmack home and the activities
that form part of their social life, namely sportsiltural activitiesnjangis and
visits between groups. Such moments of culturalvslaging enable migrants to
create a home-away-from-home, which reinvigorakesr tPinyin and Mankon
identity as well as their bond with the home vitadn this regard, associations
should be understood within the framework of aganaye production of struc-
tures because ‘structure is both the medium ancbog of action’. Such struc-
tures define belonging, identity and exclusion aregla way in which actions can
be enabled.

Chapter 8 explores the transcultural activitied tinggrant communities en-
gage in and the various rituals they perform inttbst country. These are essen-
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tially life-crisis rituals, with the most prominemeing death. How ICTs have
helped to transform the way these rituals are pexd is also discussed. As a
result of mobility, some rituals have become flalsd dynamic but performing
them help mobile communities develop as a forteass reify their identity and
belonging, disconnecting them from the host couniitye chapter focuses on
how mobile communities, although far from home, toare to uphold and par-
ticipate in ritual practices and ceremonies inhbst and home countries simul-
taneously. It shows how rituals are dynamic ancdmégured as a result of
mobility and new communication technologies anckoat the ways in which
these new technologies have allowed rituals tadestormed on the basis of the
migrants’ desire to be involved. Although many maimgfis make a conscious deci-
sion to leave home, it is a difficult one to susthecause home always travels
with people through the various rituals and cerealsrthat they maintain and
reconfigure to suit their current locus, but algcduse these rituals are a form of
social control and are, paradoxically, liberatifidhese are periods of intense
communication between the community and other ggol@®Ts have become a
new form of autopsy for migrants to assess andrertbat the funeral and rituals
have been done well. Autopsies today are in shanprast to those of the past
and ICTs, namely photos and DVDs, have become ¢we tool of autopsy for
migrants and families at home to ascertain if tgueave been done well.

The penultimate chapter (Chapter 9) in this volutke¢ails how individual
Cameroonian migrants living in South Africa and tdetherlands are actively
engaged in the livelihoods of those in the homentgu It considers the myriad
of transcultural practices migrants are engagedwards their respective fami-
lies back home, and also the way families at hoespond and initiate similar
transcultural processes. This is informed by thet fhat looking after kin and
ageing parents is inculcated in the moral upbriggeh children. Emphasizing
individuation illustrates the way individual migtanrelate to and (dis)connect
with family. It shows the in-betweens and challengfeey deal with, the emo-
tions that are generated and how they respondeto.tin addition, this chapter
shows how migrants’ interactions are characterizgdocial relationships and
may lead to ‘memorable and meaningful aspects @f tives’. In this respect,
migration is seen as an on-going emotional jourfuegyboth the migrants and
those left behind in the home country, and an esnatichallenge that they seek
to mitigate. While studies of transnationalism h&@&ised more on transnational
links with the home country than on the transcaltuthis chapter acknowledges
the influence of the transcultural, taking bothgperctives into consideration.

Trans-border and transcultural relations have grasva result of migrants try-
ing to maintain connections and relations with floene village and coming to
terms with the emotions and trauma of separati@hadosence. This chapter has
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gone beyond debates on transnationalism to incat@dhe notion of emotions
and belonging. Moving away from considerations leg tommunity, the focus
has been on individual migrants’ connections with family in an attempt to
understand the emotional challenges involved aedréfated aspects of witch-
craft that go with them. Emotions form an integpalt of transnational/trans-
cultural habitus. If these are guided by sociaatiehships, then emotions are
regulated by and respond to social relationshipsatihg a home-away-from-
home means that migrants have adopted the tendendgvelop a ‘Janus-like’
view of transnational migration. Like the god Jamaggrants have a dual visage
that enables them to transgress borders irrespeatitheir loci. From this prem-
ise, we can ascertain that while transcuturaliss flayed a significant role in
linking the home and host countries, we must gugdinst seeing ICTs as a
panacea for a successful dual lifestyle. This waddmprima facie The new
communication technologies, much as they connecialéy serve to liberate mi-
grants from the constant demands of the familjhag have harnessed it to mon-
itor calls and to know when and which calls to take they are simply not
reachable.

This study set out to understand the workings efRimyin and Mankon mo-
bile communities in the context of accelerated nmyband ICTs. In an attempt
to show how they function, | conceptualize molshtiin Chapter 3, ICTs in
Chapter 4 and networks in Chapter 5, given thasehmncepts underscore the
social fabric of every society, including mobilenwmunities. In the concluding
chapter, contrary to seeing a disintegration ofed@s, a breakdown in relation-
ships and/or a dramatic transformation in sociafigs to advances in ICTs and
mobilities, | argue that ICTs and mobilities hawe fact, complemented social
relational interaction and provided mobiles withpopunities to partake in cul-
tural practices that express their Pinyin-nessMadkon-ness.

It should be remembered that disintegration anchegement are part of the
nuances of technologies that are akin to sociaticgiships and are dynamic.
ICTs serve as a connecting factor, especially asarking among families has
increased due to improvements and transformatimm®mmunication technolo-
gies. Pinyin and Mankon migrants are still as rdotethe past as they are in the
present. They are born into a community with a sefshome, moral ethos and
cultural pride but live in a context of accelerat€d’s and mobility that is fast
changing the way people live their lives. Acknovged) that technologies and
mobilities have enhanced livelihoods in these comitres, | maintain that they
have not resulted in a change in people’s affestion their cultural values and
practices. Instead, ICTs have helped them to becmme connected and in-
creased their zeal to be transcultural migrantstter words, mobile communi-
ties have appropriated technologies to bridge tistamces that separate them
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from other family members and to remain true tartbeltural practices by par-
ticipating in the various activities that give thensense of family and belonging,
as well as alleviating emotional trauma. In thecpss, this has brought home
closer to them.

As regards policy recommendation, | propose thgramts should be seen as
people who want to stay firmly connected to theiltural roots and the spaces
they have created for themselves, where differesmoaild be celebrated rather
than ignored. As such, cultural mobility is a thimgbe celebrated as ‘enhanced
cultural mobility would foster new cosmopolitanisam unregulated free trade in
expression and feelings, and an epoch of globgets It is only when we
begin to view identity as being mobile and as arerotinstable relation of differ-
ence that we can begin to understand the full deo@nof mobility.

From this study, it has emerged that policies puilace by states could either
be seen as ‘policy failures’ or ‘securitization’hdse measures probably epito-
mize the failure to consider migration as a dynasacial process and the very
essence of global governance of migration indictitescomplexity of the subject
and the difficulty of finding a comprehensive pglihat will mitigate migration
because nation states are yet to comprehend thecfle of transnationalism
where sovereign national states are crisscrossgdrahermined by transnational
actors with varying prospects of orientation, ickied and networks. By the same
token, states and policy makers have underestinthte@dgency of migrants to
circumvent and circumnavigate border regimes aat $¢gislature, showing the
limitations of nation-states in addressing mobillty this regard, policies need to
take into account the development strategies #&lt ©0 manage migration flows
in the sending country as well as those of the amgim ways that serve national
interests. They should aim to find a ‘win-win-wsolution.

With regard to recommendations for future reseaactoordinated and longi-
tudinal study of migration syndicates would givsight into the continuous flow
of migrants, the role of weak and strong ties m pinocess, as well as the appro-
priation of ICTs to enhance or mitigate the migratprocess.



