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Mobility and migration at the crossroads:
Mobile communities

Introduction

Bianca’s story

When | finished high school | refused to study kwhe University of Yaoundé. | just went
into business. | was trading, buying beans from ,Nebessi and Ndop and | sold them in
Douala. At one point | had a connection and | $e@ns to Gabon and Equatorial Guinea.
So that's how | worked and raised money. Then nst fiousin, who is in Johannesburg,
came to Cameroon and told me that it would be béttego out there than to pursue the
business that | was doing ... She offered to hetprogetting the documents. | said | had the
money and if she could get someone who would dadtoaments, I'd be happy to go. It
was when she returned that she got other docurmpemtgessed and then | had my visa, and
travelled in July 2007. When | arrived, | was irhdonesburg for two months, then | had a
job there that paid me R1500 a month but | todkritfour months just to see how life was
going, but after some time, | converted it. Theényas R 1450 to FCFA100,000 in Came-
roon. | converted the money and saw that it wakingtbecause | was not even paying rent
(sic). So that’s the reason | decided to leave ¢higt Before then, another sister came from
Cape Town ... she told me how life was in Cape Towhasked her what I'd do if | moved
to Cape Town before | settled. She told me thatostreed a flat in Cape Town and she was
studying. If | came, we could ‘patch’ for a timeftwee | looked for my own place to settle.
Then | talked to the former president of the PIFAMo met me in Johannesburg. | spoke
with him and he encouraged me and that’s also é¢hean why | moved. | did not like it
there ... | did not like the lifestyle in Johanneshut’'s too rowdy. It's just like Douala in
Cameroon. A lot of crime ... There’s a high crimeerat Johannesburyg.

Unable to explain why she turned down going to arsity in favour of doing

business, we can only attribute it to an attitude grew up with at home — that
of a father who was business-minded and would ktavdifferent cattle markets
to buy and sell cows. She says:

1

Interview with Bianca, Cape Town; 17/08/2010
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My father was a trader, he used to go to Wum, Nla@thd Mesaje, and he was a cattle
trader?

Bianca’s story forms the backdrop through whichcae understand the mo-
bilities of the communities being studied in thesearch. Mobilities have in-
creasingly become a chosen lifestyle for the majaf the mobile community.
And this lifestyle of mobilities is propelled andstained partly by kinship, by
social networks and by ethnic enclaves that ‘mabit@ve forged over the years.
But there is also evidence to suggest that the Iihopattern of today’s migrants
is embedded and informed by those of their parents:born out of a learned
and internalized habit that they have adopted.

The twenty-first century has seen a significaningjgain the context of mobili-
ty due to the age of globalization that has ushé&meadew dimensions of cross-
border movements, flows and transnational netwdtkkerefore follows that the
current migration flows are inextricably linked gtobalization and have become
the reagent in socioeconomic and political trameftron in receiving countries
as well as in sending countries (Castles & Mill@032). However, we should
avoid overly romanticizing globalization becausehitity has always existed in
terms of the movement of people and things. As Mieif2000: 263) explains;
contrary to the bounded idea of place that is mixt by classical ethnography,
the world has always been composed of layers otipleilspaces ‘constantly
joined, displaced, and recombined through warsggests (as we saw in the his-
tory of mobility among the Mankon people) and thebrhty of good roads and
persons’. In the midst of this movement, therels® @n illegal side, with traf-
ficking that is equally embedded in historical pastives as Schrovest al
(2008) have so well demonstrated. In this resped, arguable that, while hu-
mans have always been mobile, the ripple effecte bha&en the creation of fluid
identities, as shown by Gupta & Ferguson (1992a%yend that is increasingly
evident in the context of globalization. On the dmend, traditional sending
countries, like Spain, Italy and Ireland, have saemversal in emigration and
have become recipients of immigration and, on ttileerohand, the increasing
wealth of some African countries like South Afri@&gtswana, Equatorial Guin-
ea and Angola, as well as some Gulf States sucpasar, Saudi Arabia, Oman
and Bahrain, have witnessed high levels of mignatithese countries. Castles
& Miller (2003: 4) claim that ‘migration ranks asi® of the most important fac-
tors in global change’. This, as most migratioerhture concurs, is thanks to
advancements in the new Information and commuminatchnologies and the
complete overhaul of the transport sector, esdgal travel, which has given
people the advantage of incessant and multi-doweatiflows of mobility (Mas-
seyet al 1998; Castles & Miller 2003; Urry 2000; Mazzuc2®08). What can

2 See previous footnote.
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we therefore deduce from this accelerated mobiiiteerms of its impact on peo-
ple? Elliott & Urry (2010: 7) shed light on thischold that accelerated mobili-
ties in people’s lives will lead to the ‘recastiofjidentity in terms of flexibility,
adaptability and instant transformation’, while dialy onto the values that they
consider as defining their identity. However mudte tadvances in mobili-
ty/migration are hailed, they would, however, app@ahave come at a cost to
nation-states as they are gradually recasting tiversignty and autonomy of
nation-states and minimizing their ability to maint effective border control.
This is by no means meant to suggest that bordmre hecome redundant but
rather that flexible mobility seeks to make a norsgeof borders that have be-
come contested spatiality between migrants andsstdhe age of globalization,
which is defined by accelerated flows of peoplegdgand ideas and unbounded
mobility, would appear not to be flexible to alhi$ limitation could explain why
the sovereignty of states is being challenged. itk advances in new ICTs
borders have become increasingly porous and thalagr is an explosion in
mobility (Ferguson 2006; Nyamnjoh & Page 2002). Migpn and mobility are
therefore more of a seesaw, where closures arenastiy challenged and flows
questioned and reconfigured thanks to migrantsvoks. As such, mobility can
best be understood through these networks andsflédrthermore, such devel-
opments appear to have led migrants to redireat lilies in a multiple society —
to living a dual life — where geographic locatiamaime are no longer issues of
inter-connection and conversely change social &tras and lead to cultural di-
versity and/or fusion. Pinyin and Mankon migrants ao exception. With such
rapid evolution in mobility, the tendency is to ibdalate the mobile culture of the
past in favour of the new era.

Delving into the past informs the present, and heopatterns of the commu-
nities under study can be seen in Bianca’s storgrgithat empirical data show
that mobility, especially among the Pinyin, resessitihe mobile culture of par-
ents during the colonial and post-colonial era.sThistorical approach is also
supported by Cresswell (2010: 29) who maintaing twa cannot understand
new mobilities, then, without understanding old mibés. Thinking of mobili-
ties in terms of constellations of movements, regnéations and practices helps
us avoid historical amnesia when thinking about aith mobility.” The varied
forms of mobilities as practised by the Pinyin aidnkon communities have
thus come to represent an historical progressiom firaditional rural society to
that of an urban and mobile society (Ferguson 1888ersson 2001).

This chapter sets out to understand the mobilityepas of the Pinyin and
Mankon migrants and how these have evolved fromnvthey were marked by
bush trade and mobility to the plantations. In saene breath, it acknowledges
that migration involves a point of departure anthyeras well as a dynamic sys-
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tem in which migration represents and evolves flmkages between sending
and receiving countries. The chapter seeks to gtated mobility from the per-
spectives of the sending and receiving countriesrder to explain the ‘flows
within the context of other flows and emphasised tlows of people are part of,
and often influenced by, flows of goods, serviced mformation.” And it sees a
social network (see Chapter 5) as the connectingelgiven that networks bind
family ties, kith, community and weak ties and tre catalyst for migration. As
a result of mobility, networks connect migrants armh-migrants across space
and time, and migration and mobility revolve aroumdeamless weave. These
forms of mobility and network become a completeersal of the assimilation
form of migration in the past where migrants sadefvell to their country of
origin and embraced the new country. Instead, tpyfor a more cosmopolitan
and elastic way of life that prioritizes double g#ace, taking into consideration
their cultural attachment (cf. Chapter 1). Agaitiss backdrop, | question how
this has evolved over the course of time. How candnaw on past patterns of
migration to understand the current trends of Rirgnd Mankon migration?
What does mobility mean to migrants? How are rengicountries reacting to
the new wave of in-flows? And what is the role GfTk in enhancing or stifling
these new trends in mobilities?

Mobility trends in Cameroon from colonial times
to the current wave of migration to South Africa

Prior to the current global trends of accelerateabifities, mobility existed in

most African states and was an integral part opf@®e daily realities. Since the
colonial period when the Germans established piant to the post-colonial
period in Cameroon, mobility was marked by movemméatthe plantations from
Bamenda Division; with huge contingents of peopleving from Wum and

Kom and later from Momo (Meta and Ngi) from the &sfeelds of the North

West Region to the South West Regions, and to atbastal regions (Konings
2001, 2011; Delancey 1974: 181, 1988: 307; Warh@85; Geschiere & Gugler
1998: 314; Nkwi 2011). Such mobility patterns dimt exclude rural-urban mi-
gration and rural-rural migration, and were notiled to movements to the plan-
tations. They also revolved around economic aawjtwith traders crossing the
country buying and selling goods. Although statston migration from Mankon
to the coastal region are not available as theyalg for other villages such as
Meta, Ngi, Kom, Wum, Bali and Nkambe (Delancey 1R7#igration to the

plantations or the coast was commonplace. Oraluatschold that migration to
the plantations amongst Pinyin was uncommon beddweseare very industrious
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and business-oriented and thus tend to be selfeamgfinstead, mobile trends
amongst them tilted more towards rural-rural migiatand to weekly visits to
neighbouring village markets as well as to lkomtoasn on the Nigeria-
Cameroon border to sell pigs and foodstuffs suchimls potatoes, in exchange
for salf and other goods not available in their own villageose who went as
far as Nkambe and Wum became conversant with anlitrative trade, namely
bush trade between Cameroon and Nigeria, and Bdsive@st Cameroons. Bush
trade was exacerbated by the lack of good roatiseaime and most goods de-
pended on ‘head-carry’. At the top of the list @fogs that were brought back
from Nigeria@ were clothes and gunpowder, which would then kertdo Bam-
eleke in East Cameroon or present-day West Regloerevtraders would sell
and buy gunpowder and coffee seeds and goods saiatigarettes, spirits
(drinks). Pinyin’s proximity to the West Region gathem an added advantage
as it is widely believed that Pinyin people inhedittheir entrepreneurial spirit
from the Bamileke.

These mobile patterns of the Pinyin are largelgprimied by historical patterns
and the notion of ‘rites of passage’ that existetha time, even though this was
for economic reasons. It was a way of proving ogeining of age and readiness
to take a bride amongst one’s peers. By the sakentaot catapulted those con-
cerned onto a list of eligible marriage partrfeféhe men converted their eco-
nomic capital into cultural capital, wielding pasits of hierarchy. This trend has
continued to the present. Against this backdrop fafidwing Geschiereet al
(2008: 2), | propose looking at mobility from a gafogical approach that takes
into account migration and mobility since the caddiperiod through to the ad-
vanced era of mass migration enhanced by the reeplun communication
technologies and air and road transport. Migratom@ape Town followed simi-
lar patterns of step-wise migration as those matete by the migrants’ parents
who made the rounds of the neighbouring weekly etatkMigrants would leave
the village for the city and later move to Southiéd thanks to migration enter-
prises. Back then in Pinyin, coming of age and dp&nmlependent was marked by
the ability to belong to a peer group of ‘mobildgiown asnkang who visited
weekly markets in the neighbouring villages of AstpoBali, Babajou, Bames-
sing, Bamumbu, Guzang, Wum, Nkambe and Mesaje ard also involved in
bush trade between Nigerian and Cameroon, anchdreEast and West Came-

Interview with Pa Nkem, Bamenda; 21/09/2011.

*  File No.cb1919/1, Annual Report 1919 of Bamendasibn: Trade and Economics. p. 4.

> File No. cb 1955, Annual Report 1955 of Bamend\dibn. It asserts that bush trade increased be-
tween 1954 and 1955 as smugglers organized theessiibands of upwards of 50 men when going
on a trip, and used scouts, some of whom went ateeeldeck the road for customs officials. Archival
data corroborates oral sources.

® Interview with Pa Muluh, aged 71, Pinyin; 28/0ID and Pa Nkem, 68 years, Bamenda; 21/09/2011.
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roon< simultaneously. The weekly markets provided opputies for those who
had migrated to these villages to receive newslaitions and also for relations
to send messages to them. In other words, infoomat and from the village
had to be sent with villagers travelling from oneekly market to another. In
line with Urry’s ‘systems’, this was the only systen place at the time for mov-
ing information and ideas. Travellers took newsrfreelations to Pinyin settled
in other villages andglice versaln the same vein, they came back with new farm-
ing techniques, new seeds and information abodéréiit breeds of pigs and
piglets because Pinyin was famous for its pigs hWieekly mobility, those resi-
dents in other villages looked forward to markegsdas it gave them the oppor-
tunity to get news from home, especially from familraditional forms of
communication were very much the practice at theetiMuluh, who had relo-
cated to Njinikom, was urgently requested to rethome because his father
wanted to groom him as his successor (unknown o then). He was sent a
particular type of grass by his father through ltage kin visiting the market.
The significance of this grass was twofold: hisserece was urgently needed in
the village and the particularity of the grass #igd the urgency of the message,
I.e. to come with the grass still fresh. Corrobimgthis information, Nkem says
that the recipient of the message was expecteettonr to the village before the
grass died.

Rural-rural migration gave people the opportunityrtove into rural areas and
take advantage of the lack of emerging marketss THd to movements of Pinyin
to villages like Nkambe and Mesaje (Pelican 20@68Donga and Mantung Divi-
sion, Fundung in Boyo Division and Bawuru in Menchiivision, all in the
North West Region of Bamenda. In the process, &nsie use of kinship ties
reaching across frontiers was used, especialyhbget involved in bush trade. A
case in point is that of Mark and Nelson, whoseepir migrated from Pinyin
and settled in Fundong and Nkambe respectiValye migration trail of Mark’s
parents took them first to Wum, then to Nkambe @inally to Fundong. They
established themselves simultaneously as busines$areers and cattle owners
with substantial herds of cattle. To these familathough Fundong and Nkam-
be have become a second home to them, they haweitnibteir links with Pinyin
as seen from the development projects they argingrout in the village as well
as their presence at all the funerals and famitasions.

The linking up of rural areas by mobile communigcatnetworks has made it
possible for the flow of information and virtual fitity. The culture of pitching
(Chapter 4) in Cape Town is what those there haternalized over the years

" File no. CB 1955/1. Annual Report 1955 of Divisd Officer for Bamenda Division; pp. 4, para-
graphs 10-11, see also File no. BA 1969/1: Econdpuarterly Report on Mezam Division for the
Quarter Ended 31 December 1969.

8 Interviews with Mark 04/08/2010 and 06/04/201rid &lelson on 06/07/2011. Parow; Cape Town.
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and are now reproducing. At another level, thedcai have become migrants in
their own right as Mark’s journey to South Africaasvmore for transit purposes
before moving to Britain, while Nelson, having édished himself in Johannes-
burg as a businessman, relocated to Cape Towndaitudies and then moved to
the South West Region of Cameroon. The mobilitigstesns propounded by
Urry (2007) would appear to be acting in their faro

Such mobile trends saw not only the arrival of ndeas and business oppor-
tunities, especially agricultural innovations imfn and Mankon, but also her-
alded the inflow of Fulani cattle owners into Pmyvhere they found vegetation.
Pinyin traders going to East Cameroon and the Manidantation labourers
introduced coffee growing from the seeds they bhdurack, and some Pinyin
diversified into cattle rearing, almost rivallinget Fulani. Only recently have
Mankon people branched out into cattle rearingara that was exclusively re-
served for the Fulani. The culture at the time wawork as cattle herdsman and
this was rewarded with a calf each year. With ti@s/-found wealth came social
mobility as well as extended criteria for marriag@ibility amongst the men.
This trend did not, however, go unnoticed as itudead in one of the Quarterly
Reports of the former West Camerdo@ould we, therefore, infer from these
past mobility patterns something about the preBeidity and flexibility in mo-
bility? Joe’s story will elucidate on these newntte of mobility among the
younger generation of migrants in South Africa.

Mobility and migration are no longer what they usede but are guided by
information and knowledge about migration from earigrants to prospective
migrants; with the former becoming the communigaait-post. And they have
moved away from the old migration systems, thatileged assimilation to the
new that integrates the ‘here’ and ‘there’. Thisltdnged and circumnavigated
state borders and showed pride in cultural mobility

A paradigm shift

Given the paradigm shift in trends of mobility, &ee witnessing a new reorien-
tation and diversification of mobility globally. Bwing on Urry's (2000) myri-
ads of mobility, it is evident that we can no longgdk of individual migrants or
individuation given their lives are inextricablyked to the home and host coun-
tries and to the global. Mobility is more about ‘foles’ who are aware of their
surroundings and the global changes, and who amecawith informed choices
and being assertive. Mobile communities are mogenttrm, with agentic powers
that increasingly redefine the host and home castin this regard, the gov-
ernmentality policies put in place to monitor basdare being challenged and

° File no. BA 1972/1; Economic and Political QuésteReports of the Division of West Cameroon,

1971-1972: 93.
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contested. In this respect, it also influencesihg communities seek to reorgan-
ize themselves in the face of such mounting clasuBeuth Africa which used to
be the cradle of labour migration to the mines agnité Southern African neigh-
bours (SADC), is witnessing a downturn in laboueirsive migration to the
mines in favour of other forms of migration, suchstudent migrants and a new
wave of economic and professional migrants whosateemployed (Shindondo-
la 2007; Segatti 2011). The defining features ekéhmigrants, as opposed to the
traditional mine labourers, is that they are pgsrtheid migrants. This has led
to a huge influx of Congolese (DRC), Nigerians, &bsnand Cameroonians, and
the reasons for migration especially from Camerbawve been well expounded
by Shindondola (2007: 8-12). Be they post-coloftams of mobility or new
cultures of mobility, they are guided by what Ucalls ‘systems’ (see also Tyner
2009) given their ability to make possible moverseatd provide ‘spaces of an-
ticipation’ (Urry 2007: 12-13). By the same tokémey are making a tremendous
impact on their family’s stability and organizatidtis idea is backed by Licoppe
(2004) who believes that communication technologiesthe driving force be-
hind the systems. But perhaps, Urry’s ‘systeminsted only to those that make
movement possible and does not consider the ‘sgstédrat endanger mobility.
Although he alludes to the theory of ‘complexityiat ‘investigates emergent
dynamic, self-organising and interdependent systéiisl.. 2007: 30), it fails to
be explicit when, even in the face of such compies; it should be noted that
one emergent dynamic is the breaching of sociatiogls. This is something that
Giddens (1990) terms as the perspective of molalitgisembedding’ the social
functions: it is a liberation of the individual. Hkinset al (2006) look at mobili-
ty from another vantage point to assess how saiggitity considerations shape
spatial behaviour. Concurring with the latter, sbalentity has been one of the
driving forces behind the high rate of Pinyin eraigrg to South Africa. For in-
stance, most of the informants (all but two) irstetudy recall how coming to
South Africa was facilitated by already-settledateles who later assisted them
in their own businesses. In this regard, the miybof the Pinyin and Mankon
may be affected by the degree to which particulacgs (in this case South Afri-
ca) contribute to their sense of personal contynat community/distinctiveness,
self-esteem and self-determination.

An attempt to understand the migration and mobd#epns of these groups
will be anchored in a migration-systems approaeth tlalls for the study of both
ends (the home and host countries) in the migrdtaws that form the cardinal
point in this study, the linkages between the @amed the networks that have
propelled the sustenance of migration (Massewl 1998; Fawcett & Arnold
1987; Fawcett 1989; Boyd 1989; Hagan 1998). Whileiad networks (family,
community and informal networks — weak ties) infammgration and are coping
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mechanisms that help migrants to settle in, thayaky perpetuate it through
chain migration and the migration industry or eptises. The ripple effect is the
creation of a network society, one that is underpthby ICTs and migrants’
strives to create a home-away-from-home. Compretwerss all these linkages
will enhance our understanding of migration and ititgbamong Pinyin and
Mankon migrants. This study also considers the oesrof the systems and
complexities of mobility and migration flows. Thesame systems that make it
possible could equally mar mobility when the ‘inflseens’ are not adequately
coordinated and managed. Mobility could best beetstdod by engaging it from
the perspective of everyday life and assessing ihdranslates to the formation
of a mobile community. Given that everyday lifewbere all events and daily
activities take place, capturing the tendenciegwdryday life should offer an
understanding of the concept of mobility that imed the in-betweens. In sum-
mary, the analyses in this chapter are premisedoonplexities, migration sys-
tems and the notion of everyday life through which in-betweens of mobility
and migration are captured and understood.

Expounding on the concept of globalization and niybiAppaduria (2000)
argues the case for ‘globalisation from below’ &sbglization can be experi-
enced irrespective of whether one is mobile or mien that most of the
world’s population is sedentary, it is thanks te tnobile individuals that it is
possible for most ‘immobiles’ to connect with thestr of the world (Sichone
2008). This presupposes that at either level, bg thobile migrants or the sed-
entary ‘immobiles’, the gap still exists even if wend to look at globalization
from below.

As part of the paradigm shift, there is an incnegsliscourse on cultures of
mobility (Hahn & Klute 2007; Adey 2010; Greenbla@10) that is embedded, on
the one hand, with mobile communities seeking tgotiate with other commu-
nities and the host communities, and on the othamltural mobility as migrants
are mobile with their culture. Making a case foltual mobility, Clifford (1992,
1997) and Greenbla¢t al (2010) maintain that mobility is not limited teqple
alone but that people and cultural travel and pinacess link people and places
as well as sedentary cultures of host and hometesitbecause the inhabitants
of any such places are already embedded in thelgftaws of people and cul-
ture. It follows that cultural mobilities heraldettiormation of strong ethnic en-
claves whose goals, besides the pursuance of ecomuerests, are replicating
home-away-from-home with its hierarchical structutteat seek to perpetuate the
status quo. This is, however, not without its aradies from members who want
to belong to the community even though they stdhivto have room to manoeu-
vre where belonging is on their own terms. De Breijal (2001: 64-67) discuss
how population mobility in Africa is frequently aultural phenomenon and is
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culturally mediated, but how mobility is also a wafydealing with climate vari-
ability.

In a way, mobility also articulates the migrant@eiction of belonging and,
while striving to maintain their identity, they &lon that of the host country giv-
en that one of the ripple effects of mobilitieghe formation and re-formation of
identities. These changes in mobilities lead toadety of patterns of identity
formation that can be flexible, adaptable or transked (Clifford 1997). With
regard to the Pinyin and Mankon communities, wthkey opt for flexible identi-
ties, they are still very conservative in termshofding onto their ‘Pinyin-ness’
and ‘Mankon-ness’ as can be seen through theircedgms (Chapter 7) and
their cultural practices (Chapter 8) that are aegral part of their existence in
Cape Town. For instance, the traditional outfittbé Pinyin and Mankon is
known asntogha The very act of wearing this outfit denotes teespn’s identi-
ty and the fact that they belong to the Bamendas$ields society. However,
given the flexibility of their identity, there isongain in saying that the outfit is
limited to the Pinyin and Mankon exclusively. Buhat this denotes is that its
wearing evokes a particular culture and identigmely Grassfields. Amongst
the mobile communities and in addition to teghothat is often transported
from the home country to the host country, one otfeen frequently carried by
the migrants is food. Thetoghocarries with it a lot of prestige, thus making it
must-have for migrants. For example, at the staittie research only a hand full
of Mankon owneditoghao However, when they were visited by their sistesca
ciation from Johannesburg; all of whom were dregseatoghoon the cultural
evening that was organized in their honour, it waerious challenge to the Cape
Town members because they did not have theirsamm Sfterwards, most of the
members sent money home for one to be (bought set) by DHL or with
someone travelling back to Cape Town. Converselysizaable number of
PIFAM members now own one. Equally, the formatidrirdal ethnic associa-
tions, where home is replicated in these assoastand belonging is empha-
sized, is with those who do not want to be lookedm on as an outcast.

Cultural mobility is not mutually exclusive to foahd traditional regalia and
can also encompass cultural objects or memorafBléddassar 2008) and the
significance attached to them. As opined by Lur§9@), the movement of ob-
jects from place to place reaffirms the notion efdmging and memory, and
conversely creates an emotional wellness (Bald&28). This is well exempli-
fied in the movements of large framed photos tmatareminder of deceased
relatives (especially parents) in the migrant comityy new and old photos of
the family that they take on their maiden trip aoene artefacts reminding them
of the home they have left behind.
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Globalization has given rise to an unprecedenteel lef cultural mobility and
it is mostly the cultural values, norms and godlmmrants that are altered in the
process. This speaks to the ways in which migréegpecially the Pinyin in
Johannesburg) have tended to brandish ‘bolfybr inherited (as successors)
cultural titles from the village to enhance theiftaral capital. Such categoriza-
tion is not far from what Hall (2000: 215) refes ds the ‘unintended effects’,
that is ‘subaltern formations and emergent tendeaedf cultural mobility, to
which Greenblatt (2010: 14) contends that suchrian fof cultural mobility ‘can
take the form of attempted cultural murder’. AltgbuGreenblattibid.) alludes
to the era of Roman conquest, | would rather watseethe reinvention or trans-
formation of culture, given that culture is dynaramd not static. The Pinyin and
Mankon in South Africa want to enjoy the benefitsayalty, thereby giving an-
other interpretation to their culture thanks to itigh

The discourse on mobility is not limited to the a&onentioned pointper se
Given the dynamism of mobility, other systems aodns have given rise to
propel it. These include the virtual/real and inmagive as suggested by Urry
(2000) and transnational mobility that forms pdrthos culture of mobility. In-
ternal and transnational mobilities have becomé @iaa single arena of spatial
mobility and social transformation that connecessthcommunities to those back
home. It should be recalled that their spatial figbstarts long before they
leave the country with information fed to them karlier migrant communities.
For most Pinyin and Mankon migrants who are unéblgo home due to a lack
of proper documentation, virtual and imaginativgyrations are the options they
are left with. By asking relations to put a phone speaker so that they can
follow the events during a funeral, they can imagivhat is happening and par-
ticipate virtually. Similarly, through their mobilphone communication with
families back home, the sending back and forth laftps, videos of events at
home or in the host country, migrants and famiies transposed respectively to
the home village and the host country and are teamiiyp connected to their fam-
ilies and bear witness to each other’s daily limad happenings. Similarly, they
learn the new cultural dance styles that are invili@ge and the songs that go
with them, especially thenbaghalumdance from videos. Permit me at this junc-
ture to share what | consider a classic exampl@rtifal migration. The scene is
at the home of John in The Hague where we were Wwatbhing the DVD of the
funeral of his late mother. When we got to the isaecivhen the casket is being
lowered into the grave, John said:

19 Interview with Bianca, Cape Town; 17/08/2010. ingrfundraising occasions in Johannesburg, mem-
bers offer to be the highest contributor in ordebé given titles such as chiefs of the quartey tiel
from in the village. They take this role seriouahyd act accordingly.
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The day they were lowering my mum on that Saturdlayas alone in this house at home!
And | called my brother and asked that he put tih@np on speaker so | could follow the fu-
neral. | was listening to the choir and also dagpeihhome here.

Q: Why did you ask that the phone be put on sp&aker

A: Because | wanted to be present physically bwais not possible. And that was only way
| could be present. | imagined how the site ofgreve was full of mourners, except me. |
really felt bad | was not there like the ré&st.

After we finished watching the video, John playkd ting tone on his phone
and asked if | recognized the song. Apparentlyaswhe song that was sung dur
ing his mother’s interment. He had chosen to kéép dong as his ring tone to
remind him of his mother until he goes home to Iseegrave and organize his
own ‘cry die’. While this confirms Lury’s (1997) sartion of memory and its
importance to migrants, the ring tone reminds Jafhims mother and he wants to
remember her as the ‘tall, soft spoken and hardwgriknum he left back home'.
Similarly, it highlights the relationship betweerobility, ICTs and the social
shaping and appropriation that occurs at sucha.tim

Similar accounts from Pinyin migrants in Cape Taavd family members in
the village concur with John’s. Often such virtaabbility is heightened in times
of grief and emotional stress and these direcfigcatthe migrant. Although they
acknowledge the cushioning effects of the phonmmitigating their sorrow, they
equally admit it does not come close to appeasiagetmotional trauma they ex-
perience. However, the phone gives them a paewlirfg of presence and they
can imagine how the events were managed.

In this respect, memory and imagination are udefks that sustain their mo-
bility. To them, remembering the places, persorfis behind and things give
them a sense of virtual and imagined mobility, @ &s a sense of connectivity.
Although it keeps them attached to home, their Hedge of home is invariably
one that is stunted or informed by the informatibay receive from home. For
those who have regular documentation that perrhigsntto oscillate between
home and village, albeit occasionally, they ares dbl effect real migration and
face-to-face meetings (Urry 2003).

Face-to-face meetings are often necessitated byttigation to go home after
a long period of absence, the need to re-intematizmory and also by fear.
This may be fear of what the family will say anéhthabout the migrant’s long
absence and/or fear of bad-mouthing by relatioas the migrant has severed
links with the family, something Jake does not wianhappen to himself. When
Jake goes home from Cape Town, which he does afrgquently, he makes a
point of visiting all his relations and acquaintascA large part of his stay at
home is spent travelling from one region to anotlgh his family. He under-
takes these journeys with the aim of immortalizthg visit for years to come,

1 Interview with John, Holland; 19/09/2010.



62

travelling with a camcorder and a digital cameraeand above this is the need
to see all his relations to dissociate himself framy form of badmouthing and to
receive blessings from the elderly: ‘... what theyl way about me when they
heard | was at home and did not visit them, anceteive blessings from aging
relatives’? Although not all migrants pay attention to badnhing, for those
who care about it, it is fulfilling and takes orcaltural dimension. According to
Jake, when relations talk too much ill about ohgivies room for illluck to befall
one, an idea deeply rooted in the cultural repestof the Pinyin and Mankon
and expressed in the following: ‘If you do not opgyur door to the devil, the
devil will not come in’. Kinship relations, howeveare one of the primordial
reasons for going home and taking part in funesal$ family gatherings. How
then do these mobile communities function and velwas their trajectory look
like? For the most part, the mobility of the presembiles is informed by the
habits they learned from their parents in theitdtfood years. Joe’s story below
has followed the pattern of his father’s.

According to Joe, his father was a bush trader itéed between Cameroon
and Nigeria, specializing in buying guns and gungemto sell in Pinyin and the
neighbouring villages. He was eventually arrested enprisoned for tax eva-
sion. Could this be the lone case that is mentiondtle archives? Prior to this,
he was a herder and would earn a calf every yean the Fulani owner. Once
out of prison, he became a builder, a trade heigtjin prison and that he com-
plemented with farming. Soon he gave up building arent back into bush
trade, buying cloth from Nigeria and selling thambush markets. The Nigerian
route was later abandoned and he would then deetdMest Region to buy goods
and this brought him into contact with coffee. Hecéme a coffee farmer and
went to neighbouring villages to buy coffee andmwyit to the Pinyin coopera-
tive. When the coffee boom was over, he reinvelieuself as a butcher and
reared cattle, travelling to Nkambe and Mesajeup tows and to Douala and
Kumba in the Littoral and South West Regions reSpely to sell them on. As
we read Joe’s story today, the rate of mobility maischanged much: it is a circle
of mobility.

Mobile society

Joe’s story

When | finished university in 1986, | went to piiaetas a trainee lawyer after | wrote the en-
trance exam for the military academy and failedt datisfied with this, | moved to Limbe
where | set myself up as a businessman selliegge(petrol from Nigeria). Business was
going well and | later branched out into medicgl@ies — laboratory reagents — that | sup-
plied to hospitals in Foumban because | had aigindl working there. | would go to Nigeria

2 Interview Jake, Cape Town; 04/08/2011.
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by speedboat, buy things and within a week | wak v@ supply my clients. This went on
for a while and things were promising, but my besgcrumbled when the boat | was travel-
ling in almost capsized due to rough waters anadl to throw all my stuff into the ocean in
order to save the boat from sinking. Back in Limbehanged from being a Christian to a
Muslim and went omajj to Mecca. My intention was to take advantage ehtj and move

to Saudi Arabia in search of greener pastures.denita and after thlajj | got a job but the
lack of work permit made me a fugitive and | leftiusi Arabia after eight months.

Back in Cameroon, | decided to go to South Afrigthva friend — who | literally pulled
along —in 1995. Our whole idea of leaving Camerivothe first place was to get into South
Africa before independence and pass for exiledcafriNational Congress members so we
could benefit from South African nationality at ttime as incoming exiles. It took us 16
months from Cameroon to South Africa, as almosthaljourney was done by road. When
we got to DRC, we were robbed and spent 12 montrking, begging and hawking to get
some money to continue the journey. But one immportiaing that helped us was Islam: it
gave help to stranded traveller. For a while wetsie the mosque and when we had saved
enough money, we set off for Angola, got to the lswihisland of Cabinda and spent some
more time there and got a visa for Luanda, fromrehge got a Namibian visa. While in
Namibia, | got a fake South African visa but myefrd did not. When we got into South Af-
rica we were repatriated because | had a one-wgttiWe then smuggled ourselves into
South Africa again and went straight to Cape Towthe refugee centre there. Here, it took
me three weeks to save R40 to buy my first boxhgis; which it took me three days to sell
as a hawkel®

Joe’s story expounds on the fluidity and flexilyilof mobility and identity,
and the porous nature of borders. Being a Chrigtihtaking up the identity of
a Muslim and name changing was a means to an &hdugh he has come to
appreciate Islam. Joe’s mobile life spans a quartex century and mobility is
still part and parcel of his lifestyle. Even afgattling in Cape Town, he still fre-
quently travels to Johannesburg and other townSaouth Africa for business,
and occasionally to China to meet suppliers.

Elias from Mankon similarly changed to Islam whéidying in the UK be-
cause of the benefits it offers but, unlike Joehhse remained a Muslim even
after migrating to Cape Town. Joe is the embodinoénhe late-twentieth/early-
twenty-first-century migrant who takes advantagewdry avenue that facilitates
mobility and takes on multiple identities as he gadong. But in his case, his
major handicap has been a lack of communicationn@ogy as, back then, the
mobile telephone was just starting its journey toic&. His ability for smooth
sailing was hampered.

By contrast, Nixon’s case will shed more light awhadvances in road infra-
structure coupled with mobile telephony acted astalyst for him to navigate
geographical spaces with ease. As Nixon failedotopiete secondary school in
1992, he moved from Bamenda town back to Pinyinrevine took up gardening
and running a bar. Later he would harvest his ptedand take it to Douala in
Littoral Region about 350 km from Pinyin. Theserjueys became an integral

3 Interview with Joe, Cape Town; 24/07/2011.
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part of his activities as he would go to Doualaitruck every fortnight to sell
vegetables. His business was thriving until heesefl two successive losses due
to breakdowns of his rented truck on the highwayafaveek and the perishable
nature of his goods. He lost everything and assalref a lack of capital, he re-
located to Yaoundé; the capital of Cameroon, ir91&%he invitation of a friend.
Nixon’s life in Yaoundé was a daily struggle fomgual. He moved between
jobs and later (2001) he became self-employedngellegetables in the market
from Pinyin, Santa, Babanki, Dschang and Yaouna@#&ihf) made a name in the
trade as an honest person, Nixon was constantlglisdpwith vegetables by
farmers and he would sell on commission and seadgneed amount of money
to the farmers electronically or by the same busice that brought the vegeta-
bles to the capital. They cultivated a network aftual trust and benefit with the
farmers sending their produce on the overnight dsisinaccompanied luggage
and Nixon collecting it the following morning with list of the items sent. Good
road networks linking the North West Region whe@strof the vegetable came
from and the introduction of cell-phone communicativere added advantages,
ensuring that the produce arrived the next morby§:00. This is a far cry from
when he started transporting vegetables from lisga to Douala with a lack of
knowledge about the needs of the market at the. thsewe are reminded by
Castells (2004), a network society functions wheare is access to information
and knowledge. This was lacking when Nixon stadet in contrast to the peri-
od when he moved to Yaoundé and when the phonealeady omnipresent.
According to Nixon, the cell phone was his organiazed he topped up air time
for FCFA 5000 on a daily basis in order to reach suppliers and update them
on the market and what vegetables to send andfosemal. Invariably, the cell
phone was the contact between him and his clieviis, would call to find out
about the availability of goods or he calls to tem about new arrivals. Nixon’s
friend migrated to South Africa and a year latenwanced Nixon to join him,
opening up another avenue for further migrationthWiithree months, Nixon got
a passport and left for South Africa where he vmioduced to pitching (hawk-
ing) over long distances, trekking each day, andondays he goes to the flea
market to sell by the beach.

Joe and Nixon’s stories complement each other how $10t only the extent
of mobility but the level of migration that is emagned in their daily activities.
Their livelihoods revolve around mobility and migos. While Joe’s story epit-
omizes the challenges faced by earlier migranthénmid-1990s, it also gives
insight into when the cell phone was not very papuseen from the length of
time it took him to get to Cape Town (16 months)d avas completely out of
touch with his family, learning about his mothedsath only a year after it hap-

4" Conversations with Nixon, Cape Town; 19/05, 26468 30/05/2011.
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pened. Nixon, by contrast, reported that for songrants, even before his mi-
gration to South Africa, the phone was already sttapheir daily lives. Both
stories show at one level the challenges migraaudisté put up with due to limita-
tions in mobile connectivity, and, at another, hbws how mobile communi-
cation has facilitated and organized people’s daigs and activities, with mo-
bility centred on the mobile phone. Besides, tregints they gather from their
sojourns in various places along their mobile tjey come in handy at their
final destination. At another level, one is ablegiean information from the
stepwise/chain migration that is characteristiamafst Pinyin and Mankon mi-
grants. Whether national or international, ther@fien a sentiment that trans-
national links by those who have gone ahead caseba in the decisions taken
by Nixon'’s friend to invite him whenever he reloesit He moved from the vil-
lage (Pinyin) to Yaoundé and from Yaoundé to Capel and in each instance
he invited his friend along and Joe has, in turaught most of his siblings too.

While migration has evolved from what it used to ibethe past, the new
trends put women in the spotlight as well and e a gender dimension to
the mobility of Pinyin and Mankon women. Unlike wh@inyin and Mankon
women were seen to be sedentary and taking catkeohousehold and their
children, they have increasingly become mobilehieirt own right and also to
join their husbands or going into marriage. Howewgrelation to the number of
men who migrate on an individual basis, migratiomoag women is still ham-
pered by factors such as doubts about finding aspm the host country and
kinship obedience (Castles & Miler 2003: 36-37; B0i©89). Although the
majority of Pinyin and Mankon women in Cape Towmeabecause of spousal
reunions and/or to study, there are still a handfub made the journey on their
own in search of greener pastures. The small nuefb&omen is further upheld
by the idea of machismo: to be a man one needsport a spouse from home; a
woman who will be subservient. This notwithstandinggration to South Africa
and the Netherlands is characterized by young géneal movement. Those
who engage in it are often in their late twenties.

The new mobile culture means that migrants carllatcibetween return and
transnational migration. In Cape Town, for instaribere are individuals whose
families (spouse and children) have been left addh@and have come simply to
work, save money and go back home to invest. Feselgroups of migrants,
their return is imminent, while the second groupnisre transnational and have
opted for a foothold in the host country and anothéhe home country, like Joe
and Nixon. Such a dualistic lifestyle could be bEtause they have increasingly
appropriated the new communication technologiesiccease their virtual pres-
ence although they are far away.They are briddwegdistance between host and
home country by constant telephone communicatiah @ther social network
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sites at their disposal. This dualistic lifestydeeichoed by a willingness to do so
and to be seen as responsible, hence garneringctespd cultural capital.

Such connections, either among migrant networkisagk in the home coun-
try, equally give rise to social spaces — the ‘gtweens’ who are often propelled
by communication technologies. Though the actisitieat take place among the
in-betweens give insight into the real and dailxed of the ‘mobiles’, such as
their economic activities, managing social relagtwps and ICTs in coping with
the in-betweens as well as participation in ass$otiabeing actively engaged
invariably guarantees a ‘posthumous’ (Castles 20a%4) form of migration
back to their country of origin. One thing both commities under study agree
upon is the taboo of burying one of theirs in SoMfhca or the Netherlands. As
a result, many migrants belong to their culturaloggation as a form of insurance
that makes provision for a posthumous return hamihe eventuality of death.
Returning home either posthumously or for familgita requires the necessary
documentation, with passports/visas giving one rigat of entry into one’s
country or another country.

Passport mobility

Mobility, as we have conceptualized it is not siynffle movement of people, it
is an encompassing of the movement of things, ideasfashions. The general
trend is to travel with a legal passport, as isunegl by the regulations on inter-
national travel. Until 1914, people were largelgdto move and live anywhere
they wanted to until the post-war period when peaptre required to have trav-
el documents (Taylor 1965 in O’'Bryne 2001: 401).@&8ryne, (2001: 400-403)
put it: ‘(a) passport carries a significant poltieneaning and a subtle cultural or
symbolic one’ and he goes on to say that thisesdiset of encroachment into
the everyday lives of people. This therefore unihsrfhe fact that passports have
a multifaceted role: proof of citizenship, identitiie right of border crossing, of
admission into another country and the protectibthe issuing sovereign state.
The passport thus could also be seen as a megwdi@hg borders, controlling
people’s access to resources and monitoring inierred flows of people
(Bakewell 2007). The question that this sectiorksde address is whether there
are sentiments attached to these identificatioruchents by those who carry
them. Do they attach the same importance to tressport as the issuing sover-
eign state does or are they simply a means to d? €he answer could perhaps
be found in Bakewell’s (2007: 14) article on idéngaper in North-West Zam-
bia in which he states that ‘people may make statgsnwith their mouths and
sign paper to gain a new nationality, but they weliain their attachment to the
nation from which they came’. In other words, peoglaim membership in more
than one place. This suggests that migrants/refutgde up other nationalities in
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the host country as a means of accessing resoantesafe passage as can be
seen in the story of CJ and the host of other Mard&ad Pinyin migrants who
take up South African nationality more as a meanacdcess the benefits to be
derived from it than to be ‘proudly South Africae'specially as in South Africa
legalistic citizenship is prioritized over integaat. Perhaps it is in this context
that Sichone (2008) delineates the intricate way®s iwhich
migrants that travel (especially within Africa atml a lesser extent in Europe)
dexterously negotiate the need for passports asabiasylum permits and tem-
porary/permanent permits. And to a large extemy thften challenge systems of
state border control and national boundaries (M&e@a Bazenguissa-Ganga
2000).

Another phenomenon akin to Cameroonian migranta/sief passports is the
high mobility of unaccompanied passports. In tieigard, one of the regulations
to be found on page 29 of the Cameroonian passtaids that: ‘The passport is
strictly for personal use, and must be signed leylbarer. It may not be loaned
or sent by post.” The last section of this regolais our focus here and seems to
have been largely ignored by the Mankon and Pimyjgrant community judging
by the number of passports that make the journe&Sotath Africa before the ac-
tual migrant undertakes the journey. The high lefatetworking that goes into
this phenomenon is exact and highly dependentust. tAbove all, for a passport
to make the unaccompanied journey from Cameroaniten has to be initiated
by a relative in Cape Town and usually takes twoni

First | will describe how Henry’'s passport made f{barney. Henry is a
Mankon migrant who felt the need to migrate but hadriend to assist him in
the process. Informed of a branch of a migrationdsyate based in Bamenda
that provides Mozambican visas for those wantingraoel to South Africa at
exorbitant fees, he blindly went ahead. Henry daigepassport to the syndicate
and made an advanced payment for the fees stiduldi was given the itiner-
ary of the passport as follows: it would be senth&r agent in Johannesburg for
onward transmission to Maputo to another agent whild take it to the Foreign
Service for the visa to be stamped into the pass@arce it had been done, the
passport would begin its return journey to Camerfmlowing the same itiner-
ary. When the passport got to Bamenda, the ownetdame shown the passport
with the visa, and receive it on payment of thé $um. Henry was able to com-
plete the payment and collect his passport befwerisa expired in time to make
the journey.

The second case is that of Terénd&om Pinyin) who is in Cape Town and
wants to bring his younger brother (a carpentepiofession based in Bamenda)

> |t was told during a series of conversationsitwiat home and at work with Terence and his wife
Joyce that | was able to gain knowledge of the iRingmmunity and their own stories too.
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to join him there. Terence sent money for him tb g@assport and once it was
ready news was sent to him. He gave instructiorie ashom the passport should
be given, namely a returning migrant. In the mewaeafi Terence made all the
necessary contacts regarding the visa and the(R#&300). When the passport
arrived, he sent it and the fee via a Pinyin frigritb was going to Johannesburg
for delivery to the contact person. The person tdoko his contact at the
Mozambican Embassy in Johannesburg for the visae @rwas ready, the pass-
port began its return journey like Henry’s. In somstances the entire fee is re-
quired upfront before the passport is sent butdrefice’s case, he completed the
payment after he received the passport. With nolicalelling back to Came-
roon to carry the passport, he was obliged to sewid DHL. Within a week of
receiving the passport, his brother was in Capernloivhe whole process took
about two months.

The various itineraries made by passports arefgignt here as they show not
only the free flow of goods and people but alsolémgth and determination to
which people go to travel. The choice of Mozambigibecause of the relative
ease with which the visa could be obtained. Of, lpssports are no longer re-
quired to be sent to Johannesburg or Cape Town @€ameroon and migrants
are now issued with a visa at the airport uporvakrwhich facilitates the migra-
tion process. The creativity of migration syndisatnd invariably the power-
lessness of migrants come to light in the facehef gyndicates. Migration thus
becomes partly the decision of the migrant andicgla in the host country who
sponsor the trip, and the entire process is madsilge by weak ties. This pre-
supposes that migration should not only be consil&om socio-structural per-
spectives but also needs to be perceived as aiatecimade by migrants them-
selves about migrating (Knorr 2005 in Hahn & Kl@@07).

Travelling inevitably requires a valid passport tusome migrantspassport
na passport as long as ee fit take me enter thatopwey | want go*® which
echoes Bakewell’'s (2007) notion of handheld andtfedtaidentity. Migration to
South Africa for Charles was a springboard to amotfestination (see below)
which is why using a Swazi passport to go to Jgpasented no qualms for him
as long as it served its purpose and took himgdihal destination. Charles had
to ‘transplant'’ using someone’s (in this case Swazi) passports Jmnsplant
was however using that of a fellow Cameroonian bseehe needed to go and
see his family, and managed to go to Cameroon aokl fuccessfully. To travel
to Japan, Charles was dependent on the migratausiry and the idea was for
him to use Cameroonian and Swazi passports regphcto travel. He said that

6 Interview with Charles, Cape Town; 23/08/2010.
7 Inserting one’s own passport photo into somedse’s passport in order to take on that person’s
identity before using it to travel.
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| used two passports; a Swazi and a Cameroon passgmmuse a Cameroon passport is vi-
sa-free to go to Singapore. Now you need a viga féingapore to Korea. So in the Came-
roon passport, | had a visa from Singapore to Kdrbad to enter Korea and then apply for
a visa to enter Japan (using the Swazi passpdrd two options — either to go to Japan or
Canada. When | entered South Korea, they said reypogt was a transplant. That's where
the problem started and | was repatridfed.

The notion of identity is questioned through ‘haeldh and ‘heartfelt’ nation-
ality. In the age of globalization, identity, it &gued, must be seen as one of
hybridity with migrants taking on a multiplicity aflentities that are combina-
tions of home and host countries. But as can be ise€harles’s case, taking on
Swazi identity was to ensure entry into Japan aazbwationals at that time did
not need a visa for Korea, from where he would wp@l a Japanese visa. Flexi-
bility of identity only helps to strengthen the angent for handheld and heartfelt
identity. Identities are taken on as long as thayes the person’s interest at the
time, and a multiplicity of identities is taken d@dnnecessary given the circum-
stances. Much as passports and valid visas are #sespeed bumps against un
authorized migrants, migrants have also trivializztl contested this claim,
while circumventing the speed bumps put to cheemthThis has made pass-
ports goods for commodification (Bakewell 2007) dhey are therefore regard-
ed by migrants more as a means to an end.

Migration to South Africa and The Netherlands

In a single decade, between 1990 and 2000, SoutbaAfecame the new migration hub at
the southern-most tip of the continent, drawingdreds of thousands of migrants from Cen-
tral, East, and West Africa and as well as Banglhd€hina, Pakistan and Eastern Europe.
For some of these migrants, South Africa is justraporary haven en route to Europe or
North America. For others and unintentionally foamy, it has become a final destination
(Segatti 2011: 9).

While the quote above succinctly and aptly capttinesnew migration trends
into South Africa, Europe is often still the prefsd destination for most econom-
ic migrants, especially those from Sub-SaharancAfriCameroonian migrants
are no exception (Alpes 2011; Ngwa & Ngwa 2006; Mggph & Page 2002).
South Africa has had a long history of ‘regionahttact migrants’ (Shindondola
2007; Crush & McDonald 2000) destined for the miaed the collapse of apart-
heid and the transition to an open and democratithiSAfrica opened the flood-
gates to migrants who hoped they would be able rfjpyea share in its
riches.This has also meant that the traditionahfof migration that are being
reconstituted are giving rise to new migrant neksaoof students, asylum seek-
ers, traders/hawkers and professionals. The cellapsapartheid, the changing
dynamics of migration and mobility, and the builgliof ‘Fortress Europe’ have

18 See Footnote 16.
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all helped to catapult South Africa into the smitti Pinyins constitute the larg-
est number of migrants in South Africa comparedhwether Cameroonian
groups. South Africa was considered by many to Isprangboard from where
they could launch migration to their country ofsfichoice and as a place of
transit. As Peter puts it; ‘Even though South Adriwas my last resort then, |
want to tell you now that | wouldn’t have been whain today elsewhere. A lot
of people do not know much about South AfritaAlthough this notion of
South Africa as a transit zone has been not comlglabandoned, most migrants
have come to terms with South Africa as their fipalt of call. For instance,
Charles and Mark from Mankon and Pinyin left Camoeréor South Africa with
the intention of going to Japan and England respegt While Charles was
twice deported from South Korea en route to Japahaarested for being in pos-
session of fake documents (see above), the agantitked Mark to move to
South Africa in the hope that it would be easiarton to get a visa, cut off all
communication with him. Jerry, however, after hgviived in Cape Town for
ten years finally migrated to France via GermamgniFrance he sent an email
to friends announcing that he had ‘finally achievesl dream of getting to Eu-
rope’. Jerry’s story confirms that mobility is anszious lifestyle choice and that
time does not necessarily make one forget onetmlimlans regarding mobility,
it may simply put plans on hold. This also implieat migrants are not especial-
ly attached to any particular location and tharehis often a tendency to look
further to satisfy their quest for the Utopia theave imagined at a future desti-
nation. Accordingly, Charles shared some of hiswdre

... when | came here, my intention was not to cont ramain here. You know that when

we were in Cameroon, we always had the belief Slwaith Africa was a stepping stone or a

bridge to Japan and other places. | was a technama thought that if | went to Japan |

would easily ‘make it’, more easily than here. Ysme ... so that was my intention, to come
here, work out my line and go to Jagan.

Stories corroborate the finding of Alpes (2011) @wb@ameroonian migrants
and their eagerness to fall bush at any cost gotbome using someone else’s
passport. However, the idea of using South Afrisaadransit country is begin-
ning to disappear as the first groups of Pinyinramdgs are seen to be succeeding
and engaging in development projects back homékeauntost of the earlier mi-
grants who left for Europe. Europe to some parenisnyin is synonymous with
the ‘place where people get lost’ and are not h&ard again. As such, much as
some migrants in Europe are held in high esteenst are@ considered to be pas-
sive towards home and development projects. Assaltref seeing how those

1 Interview with Paul, Cape Town; 01/03/2011.
% Interview with Charles, Cape Town; 23/08/2010.
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from South Africa respond to developmental projemtsl family subsistence,
parents are now choosing to send their childre®otath Africa.

Migration to South Africa has also been assistedhleycontinuing wide-scale
availability of networks and information flows thassist migrants and facilitate
settlement in a host country. The huge migratiomnvaek built up by the Pinyin
community can be seen as the driving force thapgisomigration to South Afri-
ca more than to Europe. Having circumvented visa emtry requirements, this
explains the large number of Pinyin migrants int8oifrica. At the time when
the South African Embassy for Central Africa wasalied in Gabon, two Pinyins
in Cameroon set up a network to process documentad South Africa for a
fee. It is thanks to these networks that earliegramts (those who went in the
1990s) made it to South Africa before the Mozambicaute became operation-
al.

Conversely, the group of Mankon migrants has n@nbas exponential as
their Pinyin counterparts. This is partly due toatvhterm the loose kinship rela-
tionship that exists among the Mankon comparech&r tPinyin counterparts.
With Pinyin being a more highly polygamous soci#tgn Mankon, there is in-
creased pressure on siblings from the same mobhasdist each other and im-
prove their ‘mother’s house’. Hence earlier migsatatke along other siblings or
help them to migrate elsewhere once the first membthat household migrates.
The idea is that with more persons having left,libieden of assisting is lighter.
Apart from spousal reunion, there are fewer thae fMankon migrants who
have sponsored siblings. Contrary to the Pinyinroomty who see the need to
bring in as many siblings into South Africa as thimances will permit, their
Mankon counterparts are reticent about bringingelations. For instance, Hen-
ry's nephew has repeatedly requested that Henrgtdss in travelling to South
Africa or Thailand, but he is not interested. Bmyggin his (Henry) wife was the
most he ever did. Despite this influx of migrantsni Pinyin and Mankon re-
spectively, the challenge they all face is thelisgf government control policy
aimed at controlling the country’s borders.

For the Mankon and Pinyin respondents in the N&hds, migration was
more for studying for John, James and Ted, whikealRd Beatrice were joining
their spouses. Those who came to study often @serdttheir visas and subse-
quently had to seek other ways of regularizingrtisguation, for example by
paying exorbitant sums to Dutch or other foreigmven with Dutch citizenship
who were prepared to agree to a marriage of coemeni John paid a Zambian
lady € 15,000 to pose as his wife so he would laetgd Dutch citizenship and
could subsequently get a passport. For her pargd®ae to the Netherlands on a
tourist visa at the invitation of her fiancé antea days afterwards was advised
to go to the asylum-seekers’centre with a well-edn(politically motivated) sto-
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ry to substantiate her case. Her story was beliewetishe was granted asylum.
Migration to the Netherlands is difficult given thgict visa regulations, even for
those who want to use education as a means foatimgr Nonetheless, migra-
tion industries have emerged to circumnavigatetitite border controls in For-
tress Europe. Would-be migrants pay up to € 500fitgrate or for a relation.
EU countries such as Italy, Greece and some EaEi@mpean states have be
come ports of entry for migrants because entrysvasa relatively easy to obtain,
perhaps by colluding with some officials. James,ifigtance, brought two of his
sisters through Italy and had to drive from The tagp Milan to pick them up.
He used the migration industry to facilitate theqgass for him, although he
thinks he was very lucky as some of these indista@lect money and disap-
pear, as was the case of Mark who was duped o&1i26000 and left stranded in
South Africa. Like James, Pat brought in her brothleo has successfully sought
asylum in France. Although Emile from Pinyin cameFrance using one of the
migration syndicates from Cameroon, he has reldcaé he Hague but is con-
tinuing to seek asylum in France and spends a &g th France every month
with his lawyers to follow up on his case. On theole, migration to the Nether-
lands is much more difficult than to South Africaedto the various common
treaties that have been put in place by the Eldstrict entry. While both South
African and Dutch immigration policies are stillany centred on border con-
trols and regulations, migrants have sought varimgsns of challenging and
circumventing them.

Migration governance or governance fragmentation?

Aliens control stems from the basic right of a doyino decide which non-citizens are wel-
come within its borders. (Lindiwe Sisilu, Deputy hBter of Home Affairs, South Africa,
10/04/1995. In Peberdy 2009: 1)

Southern Africa’s national policies ... remain marednn an approach rigidly based on
border control and national sovereignty. (Sega@i,1: 9)

These quotes emphasize the role of the statecplarly South Africa, in
determining the fate of immigrants within its tésrial space. Nineteen years
after the pronouncement made by the Deputy Ministétome Affairs, policies
concerning border controls and closures have, ythamg intensified. Fast for-
ward to today and the current language and migragimicies, the country has
had an open-door policy to those that meet itslsskéquirements of extra-
ordinary and/or exceptional skills, the guidingngiples of exclusion remain
fundamentally the same. Peberdy (2009: 147) hawrshioat ‘since 1994 immi-
gration policy has been mostly exclusionary, bas@@ strong national, protec-
tionist and territorial vision’, which is gearedwards the exclusion of Sub-
Saharan African migrants, especially those froml&bwe who have taken to
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tearing down border fences. The importance of ithithe ability of the state to
define the parameters of contemporary citizensdspthis is seen to be the basic
fundamental of exclusion and inclusion, and ultiehabelonging (Faist 1998).
The age of globalization that ushered in an acatddrflow of capital goods
and presumably persons has, however, left devejogmnintries questioning the
embargo on the flow of persons. There is a calthierplacing of immigration on
a par with free trade and the free flow of capifakeman 2006; Ferguson 2004).
But as Zolberg (2006) and Sack (1986) contend, itarders of states that make
international migration possible as a distinct abprocess and hence, in the ab-
sence of state borders, international migrationld/owt be an abstract. It is in
this light that Sack (1986; also Peberdy 2009) dmmders as powerful social
constructs governing access to resources and aiggi& powerful relationship
between those who control and those who are céedrdBorders have become a
mechanism for exclusion and inclusion. While theyeal the vested responsibil-
ity of nation-states, the power of choosing whadmnit also reveals the concerns
of these states regarding the ‘contamination ofmembers and citizens within
its territories’ (Peberdy 2009). This has led Basthl (1994) to caution that, in
the wake of transnationalism, ‘deterrtorializedtesaare emerging with poten-
tially destabilizing consequences for state seguniational identity and interna-
tional politics (see Maharaj & Moodley 2000). Thesmatrols invariably lead to
contestations and transgressions of borders beadube restrictions imposed
by nation-states that give rise to the marginsahtbrms of illegal activities, as
shown by MacGaffey & Benzenguiny (2000) and Das@lE (2004). The rise
of the margins and contestations of state bordeutdcbe put down to the dis-
juncture between state policies and immigrationitres. in the sending and re-
ceiving countries (Ro®t al 2007). Migration has often been depicted by the
receiving countries as a problem (Nyamnjoh 2010td30& de Wind 2007) and,
increasingly, is the concerned of state sovereig@pstles & Miller 2003). Ex-
cept for a few cases of collaboration with othetest (Nyamnjoh 2010), for ex-
ample the wave of boat migration to the Canarynid$a states want to control
immigration by introducing legislation in their petive countries (cf. Castles
2004). With the explosion of migration and mobiligovernments of receiving
countries have, in addition of being intolerant &mds unskilled immigrants and
refugees, taken a tough stance on unauthorizedanigrYet, policies to curb
this upsurge continue to yield few results, perhdpe to what Castles & Miller
(2003: 114; Castles 2004) describe as the diredeamuences of the activities of
the migration indust@f or the ‘liberal paradox’ (Hollifield 2004) whereh-
ceiving nations are prevented by human-rights cotiwes they are signatories

2L This migration industry is in fact what is encaging the high rate of Pinyin and Mankon migration
South Africa.
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to from suppressing and effectively controlling @amied migrants, especially
those already within their borders.

States want to know who belongs and who does ndtgaestions of identity,
belonging and citizenship are high on the agendhigregard. Since 9/11, the
European Union has sought global governance, iscrgly building up Fortress
Europe (Castles & Miller 2003: 118; Nyamnjoh 201Mhy then are some states
overly concerned with border controls and do net e benefits of migration
like some Asian countries that have ‘built natiodalelopment strategies around
migration’ (Segatti 2011: 9) to enhance growth? dault’'s governmentality ap-
proach (Gordon 1991: 20) sheds light on the prooegfobal governance, main-
taining that countries seek to exert control over ‘territory’ and the ‘subject’,
which in effect are the targets of power. Cenwalmderstanding the approach of
governmentality is the notion of disciplining thepulation; where the popula-
tion is conceived as thinkable entity that is pnichal for effective governmen-
tality. Governing, according to Foucault, involvasform of surveillance and
control similar to that of a family head over hmusehold and dominion. He asks
if it is possible ‘to introduce this meticulousaition of the father towards his
family into the management of the state’ (Faubi®B4t 207) and goes on to ex-
emplify that ‘to govern a state will mean to applya form of surveillance and
control as attentive as that of the head of a famwer his household and his
good’. To attain governmentalization, the state tnag®pt tactics that make ‘pos-
sible the continual definition and redefinitionwhat is within the competence of
the state and what is notib(d.: 221). As such, those who do not respect the
common good essentially have to be ‘disposed’ motthis respect, migrants are
not seen as part of the household and to be pectdxit rather as people who do
not respect the common good of the state and whaleplete the resources of
the household. Hence the household must be prdteg&inst them by adopting
stringent laws that keep them out. This, as Medin@2006: 192) concurs, is
about the ‘suppression of otherness as a condfborthe realisation of or-
der(liness) imagined by authorities’. By the samkenh, such policies invariably
lead to resistance and the reversibility of powsations (Merlingen 2006).
Dealing with such mobile migrants calls for traclkaecurity processes because,
as Deleuze (1995) explains, societies that comtithl power are more fluid and
de-centred. It is in this respect that governmeerek to impose systems of rea-
son upon the rapidly moving and the restless (l097). As such, migrants
have become the target for both sending and rexenountries to exercise their
power over them by employing various methods tleatehbeen put in place to
restore borders, check their influx and bring itato end as if it were a tap that
can be turned on and off. For instance, when Céavkes deported from Japan,
there were 15 immigration officials and police amt to ‘welcome’ him at the
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airport. He was then sent straight to jail (Postioson). While South Africa is
yet to exercise deportations to Cameroon, deportas one of the favoured
means of control adopted by the Dutch governméthipagh some still manage
to evade the long arm of the law.

Policies put in place by states could either b& see'policy failure’ or ‘secu-
ritization’ (Boswell & Geddes 2011). These measuypesbably epitomize the
failure to consider migration as a dynamic socralcpss and not make the eco-
nomic model the scapegoat. But again, the verynessef global governance of
migration indicates the complexity of the subject ahe difficulty of finding a
comprehensive policy that will mitigate migratioedause, as Beck (2000: 11)
notes, ‘nation states are yet to comprehend, pippdie full scale of trans
nationalism wherein sovereign national states assaossed and undermined
by transnational actors with varying prospects ridrgations, identities and net-
works’. By the same token, states and policy makenge underestimated the
agency of migrants to circumvent and circumnavidadeder regimes and state
legislature, showing the limitations of nation-statn addressing mobility (Nies-
wand 2011).

Following the end of apartheid, the new democr&outh Africa was chal-
lenged with putting in place migration laws thatulbreflect its new status and
preparedness for South Africa’s arrival on the gloftage, particularly on the
African continent. Invariably, most other Africamuntries have had to revise
sections of their migration policies pertaining3outh Africa. For instance, prior
to the abolition of apartheid, passports issue@ameroon carried the message
that the ‘holder is barred from entering the Rejoubf South Africa’?® The Mi-
gration Act (Crush & McDonald 2000; Peberdy 2008g&ti & Landau 2011),
has since undergone various revisions but the getrend still remains that of
control and the policing of the borders. Policievdn thus rarely achieved their
intended goals and have conversely produced outdha, if anything, have
created loopholes for migrants and the migratiaustry to exploit. Pinyin and
Mankon migrants have taken advantage of these teglio regularize their mi-
grant status, either through seeking asylum oriagegrto South African women.
Formerly, marriage to a South African citizen datltthe spouse to South Afri-
can citizenship and when this law was enactedt ef lforeigners took advantage
of it and married South African women to benefdnr it. And once they had
citizenship, the marriage was annulled. Howeverhilga divorce rate caused the
state to intervene and to introduce more stringeles regarding marriage. For
instance, the SABC talk show ‘Morning Talk’ had afificial from the Ministry
of Home Affairs as one of its guests on 11/08/2@h0 confirmed that

22 The first passport issued to this researchefechthis message.
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... the Ministry is drafting an amendment to the billmarriage Act to send to Parliament
for approval; whereby it would be punishable asimioal act those who enter into a mar-
riage of convenience with foreign nationals. Theijl vevise the provision of Permanent
Residence (PR) wherein once an owner of PR oneapply for citizenship, and also an
amendment against a foreigner with a PR to bring frarent. If the former is amended, one
has to be a permanent resident for 5 years befoeecould qualify to apply for citizenship
(it is now the case). As precautionary measuresethwvho contract such marriages will re-
ceive impromptu home visits from Home Affairs oféils to check on thert.

Until this law came into effect, the following aesds from CJ show how
some took advantage of it at the time:
... | opted to get married to a SA at the time wsxalvered it, which was something that
is/was existing, but because there was no accésfotmation, we didn’t know that through
a conjugal relationship, you could actually be giyermanent residence and you could ap-
ply for a SA identity card, which meant that a desit permit was good enough coming from
that background. So that's what | did and | appfeadpermanent residency and | was grant-
ed permanent resident (PR) status and was issuldl @ard. Unfortunately my wife passed
away in 2007. The pattern at that time was genethHt there were a lot of marriages of
convenience because the spouses that we took hwese that one could not actually be
proud of, so to say. | remember my wife, it wasyvevident that if | stood in front of a home
affairs official and told the Home Affairs that shis my wife, they would probably look at
me and laugh and say my friend clearly this isymoir wife?*

Although visa requirements for South Africa ardacstrPinyin and Mankon
migrants have found a way to circumnavigate thi$ mow come into South Af-
rica via Mozambique given the relative ease withciwhihey can obtain a visa in
this country, as was seen in the previous sectiompassport mobility. Others
who are financially viable and want to have a gereuwisa, apply for admission
to a college or university, pay the admission faed get a letter of admission
that they can present at the embassy to obtaisaa @nce in South Africa, they
temporarily or indefinitely suspend going to schovolorder to raise money for
subsequent tuition fees and apply for refugee stathich gives them a rebate
on their fees. This echoes the continuous attebptaigrants to mitigate border
policing and controls in South African migrationlip@es that determine those
who are welcome to enter the country. But as fenedsy Basclet al (1994),
transnationalism was the start of fomenting bomtertestation and the authority
of nation states. In the face of such contestatiomy have South Africa and the
Netherlands sought to establish their authorityRufnber of measures and laws
have been put in place, including a reduction m mumber of entry points, a
strengthening of border and boundary controls, taedmobilizing of the armed
forces to patrol their borders (Peberdy 2009). dntB Africa, the various Immi-
gration Acts of 1999, No0.13 of 2002 and No0.19 002&imed to curb and en-
force influx control. While it gave legitimacy toogernment action, it also

2 SABC's ‘Morning Talk’, 11/08/2010.
24 Interview with CJ, Cape Town; 25/07/2010.
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enhanced circumventing these acts. Policing bortiass not always yielded

complete success (Boswell & Geddes 2011). Soutic®$& borders proved futile

when it came to ensuring proper control was enfbtoecounter migration syn-

dicates that flouted and circumvented border chackstook advantage of every
possible loophole in policy.

Europe is different due to the common European knmgration and asylum
policy (Boswell & Geddes 2011) that helps membatest comply with its ag-
gressive policy of Fortress Europe, but the polasyin South Africa, is primarily
one of exclusion rather than inclusion. EU membeates, including the Nether-
lands, have always relied on the numerous EU &&aigned to create a bulwark
around it. First the 1993 Treaty of Maastricht,nttibe Treaty of Amsterdam in
1999 that included migration and asylum in the Ebiain legal and political
framework, and later the Lisbon Treaty signed irc&meber 2009 that further
consolidated the EU’s migration and asylum polidyd.: 7). As such, the EU is
clearly strongly committed to the fight againsegal migration but also to a
standardization of the rules in order to createommon EU asylum policy
(Ibid.). This notwithstanding, it has its own share oliqy failures, as their dra-
conian measures to clamp down on illegal migradod on those overstaying
their visas have been futile. In addition, migrant®d come in as students rarely
go home when they have completed their studiesu8dgcumentation is on the
rise due to the global migration syndicates. Cameie no exception here. Italy
and Greece have become the loopholes for syndicdtasning visas for their
clients. For instance, James in The Hague hadiwe do Milan to pick up his
sister who he had brought to Europe using oneetimdicate$> Stringent bor-
der regulations in South Africa and Europe onlyseafurther mutations in unau-
thorized migration processes, thus making a moc&ebprders that are meant to
control but have instead been subverted and doraésti by migrants.

These mutations may be due to the inability of ignatiion policies to include
ICTs as an area for action or extended researchder to understand how this
information flow fuels migration. According to Res al (2007: 4), ‘there is a
complete lack of knowledge of the ways in whichommhation flows shape the
movements of people around the world’. Profoundwdedge would help the
formulation of policies that could take into accourformation flows.

Conclusion

The goal of this chapter was to set the stage dyeading some of the issues that
frame the analysis of mobility and migration. Mdtyiland migration are dynam-
ic social processes that, in the wake of globabmathave seen a change in their

% Interview with James, The Hague; 23/09/10, aritbvioup cell-phone communication on several
occasions.
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character and nature; changes that are inextridaikgd to advances in ICTs
and in road and air transport. The repercussionhexe rapid changes are the
compression of space and time, with the past aaduture all in the present.
Although changes in migration and mobility have ro@henomenal, they have
also been informed by the migration patterns ofphst, by bush trade and travel
to the plantations in the south western coastabnegf Cameroon. With an in-
creasingly mobile society that wants to live a difalwith a foothold in its coun-
try of origin and in its host country, the cominigne@w technologies has provided
opportunities for such a dualistic lifestyle. Ingty, the ability to live a dual life
hinges on the social networks migrants have creiatédeir home country and
among other migrant communities. Mobility, as Aq2910) has rightly suggest-
ed, should thus be perceived as a relationshipugiiravhich the world is lived
and understood. Conversely, this dualistic tendes@roding state sovereignty,
national border security and circumventing natiopatder policing. In a way,
immigration policies have not optimally attaineckithobjectives of borderland
control and exclusion. This is because policiesehaften considered migration
and mobility as a tap that can be turned on anciofiill. Instead, mobility can-
not be continuously perceived as stasis: it is @adyc process that is informed
by different variables (ICTs, networks, kinshipatednship, double engagement
and migration syndicates). Much as these variabte® given mobility a new
dynamism, it nevertheless hinges on internal endzbgractices. In this regard,
policies need to take into account the developrarategies that seek to manage
the migration flows in the sending country as vesllthat of the migrant in ways
that serve national interests and aim to find awimwin solution.

By and large, mobility is not limited only to thes of persons and goods.
Cultural mobility delineates the ability of migranto move with their cultures
and, conversely, take on or assimilate that ofib&t country as well as those of
other migrant communities in the host country.Ha process, they also project
their identity and belonging. Atypical to mobility passport mobility. Together
with the flows of persons, they are contestingestasovereignty, disregarding
borders and creating new social structures. Assaltref states wanting to con-
trol who is within their borders, the question eldnging and identity emerges.



