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PREFACE

Five years ago I could not have imagined writing a book on agencies. From my studies I
remembered the topic of agencies as being just as about the most boring subjects one
could think of. However, throughout the last five years I became intrigued by the phe-
nomenon of agencification at the EU level, now a heavily debated topic. This book is
neither aimed at inflating nor at downplaying the problems that come with agency
creation, design and development. On the contrary, it seeks to assist in understanding
the challenges that EU agencies grapple with on a daily basis and explain how agencies
are managing these challenges, particularly in their early years.

I am grateful for the contribution of a wide range of individuals to the writing of this
book. First of all, those interviewed during the empirical research for this book, without
whose contribution this book would not have been possible. Most of their names (some
did not want to be mentioned) can be found in the annex. I found it inspiring and re-
warding to talk to so many national, European and international scientists, profession-
als, bureaucrats and politicians that candidly told me about their experiences working
for or with agencies. I hope this research is of use to them in further developing not
only the theory but also the practice of EU agencies. I thank Beate Winkler and Geof-
frey Podger for last-minute comments on the EUMC and EFSA case studies.

The assistance and advice of a large group of people has been extremely helpful. I
can only mention a few: Ellen Vos and Adriaan Schout were the first to explain the
workings of EU agencies to me; Sandra van Thiel and Kutsal Yesilkagit followed my
research from the beginning and introduced me to their network of agency researchers;
Jan Bloemendal, Jaap van Donselaar, Raymond IJsselstijn, and Pim van der Giesen
helped me to gain access to several EU agencies; David Spence offered me the oppor-
tunity to contribute a chapter on agencies to his volume on the European Commission;
Manuel Szapiro regularly updated me on the Commission’s efforts with regard to EU
agencies; Paul 't Hart and Rick Lawson have been sources of inspiration throughout the
research; Sebastiaan Princen, Markus Haverland, Tereza Capelos, Monica den Boer,
Jaap de Wilde, Per Laegreid, Bertjan Verbeek, Benoit Rihoux, Michelle Cini, Hussein
Kassim, Jarle Trondal, Morten Egeberg, Koen Verhoest, Les Metcalfe, and Anchrit
Wille commented on various parts of this book.

I also kindly acknowledge the comments of the participants of the various ECPR,
EGOS, NIG and UACES conferences that I attended during my research and the work-
shops in which I participated at SCORE, LSE/CARR and ARENA as well as the sum-
mer and winter schools in which I took part in the Netherlands and abroad. Whilst
doing research in Stockholm, Dan kindly allowed me to stay in his apartment. He and
my other Swedish colleagues and friends Eva-Karin, Annika, Fredrik, Magnus, Monica,
Nina, Malena and ‘American in Stockholm’ Mark helped me through the cold Swedish
winter.

At Leiden University I am particularly indebted to Celesta Kofman-Bos and Sanneke
Kuipers, both colleagues and friends in the NWO funded ‘Early Years of Public Institu-
tions’ project, who meticulously scrutinised many drafts of this book and provided me
with their critical yet constructive comments. I also owe much to my former colleagues
of the Department of Public Administration and the Crisis Research Center. The dis-
cussions with fellow Ph.D. students from Leiden and other universities have been help-
ful in shaping my perspective on organisations, the EU and research in general. I par-
ticularly mention Semin, Martijn, Madalina, Dimiter, Michael, Frank, Patrick, Sebas-
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tiaan, Joost, Caspar, Caelesta, Niels, Sara, Louise, David, and Marlies. At Delft Univer-
sity, I especially express thanks to Hans de Bruijn and Ernst ten Heuvelhof who al-
lowed me to finish this book. And all the others who made me feel welcome, in particu-
lar my roommate Haiko, and ensured that moving from Leiden to Delft was not as
much of a transition as I expected.

Several other people have contributed to this book. Wieteke, Noortje and Coen as-
sisted in gathering the first data as part of a preliminary investigation into the auton-
omy of EU agencies. Anne Walraven and Thea de Graaff assisted in transcribing the
interviews. Maureen Donnelley edited the entire manuscript with great skill.

Many thanks go to my brothers for always standing right beside me, also during the
defence. Lennie, I am looking forward to many more eventful years with you, for to-
gether is just so much more fun than alone! This book is dedicated to my parents, who
taught me about life and encouraged me to discover the world.

Amsterdam/Delft/Leiden, September 2009



