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Chapter 5

Clitics

Sandawe clitics are bound elements which attach to different parts of speech and
which do not necessarily have a direct syntactic relation to the host. All clitics
follow their host. The following types of clitics are described in the current
chapter:*

- subject/modality markers; section 5.1

- negation markers; section 5.3

- the mediative markers =ga (confirmative), =gé (mirative), and =n& (yes/no-
questions); section 5.4

- the general question marker =n4; section 5.5

2 22

- the exclamatory marker =y860; section 5.6

Note that some of the markers do not fully fit the definition of a clitic. For example,
the subject marker of the non-realis series and negation markers have a fixed (post-
verbal) position. Formally, these markers might be considered as verbal affixes. The
main reason for including them in the current description is the relation between the
different markers: two or more of them may form a clitic complex together. Clitic
complexes centre around the subject/modality marker and attach to the host (see
section 5.7). An additional reason for treating these markers together is that all have
scope over the clause or the sentence.

Several subordinating and coordinating elements are also clitics. They are never part
of the clitic complex and discussed separately in chapter Chapter 7.

5.1. Subject/modality

In Sandawe, pronominal subject marking and mood are encoded in one port-
manteau morpheme in the form of a clitic. The clitic marks person, gender, and
number of the clausal subject and the modality of a clause. Four modalities are
distinguished, table 15 gives an overview of the forms of the four series. For an
overview of the morphology of all pronominal forms in Sandawe, see section 4.4.

¥ Clitic types that are discussed elsewhere are the clause-final subordinate marker =i
(section 7.5), and the linker —1 (section 7.1).
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Table 15: Subject/modality markers

SBJ realis non-realis optative hortative
1sG s1 “s1 e, 0

2sG 1 po ko kwad

3 a 1 kwa kwara
3¢ sa st Xs2 Xsara

1pL 0 sty 079, 20

2pPL e sim kwe kwera
3PL a?a, 72 0 kwa?a

These clitics have the following general (morpho-)phonological properties:

Except for the hortative series, the clitics are monosyllables that consist either of a
single vowel (V), a (labialized) consonant and a vowel (C(w)V), or a consonant and
a vowel followed by a nasal (CVN). The 3fSG optative and hortative forms, =xsa
and =xsara have an additional consonant x.

Generally the clitics do not undergo morphophonological changes when they are
attached to a preceding host. The vowel of the clitic always retains its quality. When
a clitic is preceded by a nasal consonant, an epenthetic consonant ¢ is inserted
between the nasal and the clitic.

boxstinga <  b6—X-supn=a
say-BEN-1PL=3
He told us

When the preceding host ends in a short vowel, the vowel quality either assimilates
to the vowel quality of the clitic, or both vowels retain their quality. In the former
case, a long vowel results. In the latter case the clitic forms a separate syllable,
sometimes with a slight additional glide. The two realizations are in free variation.
Consider the examples below:

mantshoo, mantshad < mantsha=0

eat=1PL
We ate
|1yé, aa < |i=a
come:SG=3
He came

After a long vowel, the vowel of the clitic is always realized in a separate syllable.
There is no assimilation of long vowels to the vowel of the clitic.
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n|[eéyd < pleé=d
enter=1PL
We arrived

When clitics of the form =1 (2SG realis and 3 non-realis) are attached to a host with a
final vowel, a glide results. The final vowel of the host may be short or long.

méantshay < mantsha=1
eat=2SG/3:NR
You ate/He will eat

nlleéy < gl
enter=2SG/3:NR
You arrived/He will arrive

The following clitics have two allomorphs: 3PL realis, 1SG optative, and 1PL
hortative. One allomorph consists of a vowel which is followed by a released glottal
stop in the coda position, e.g. =a?3; the other allomorph consists of an initial glottal
stop with a voiced vowel, e.g. =7a.

The first allomorph affects the preceding host most. When the initial vowel is
attached to a preceding host with a final vowel, the final vowel is replaced by the
vowel of the clitic. If the host has a final high tone, this tone merges with the low
tone of the clitic, which results in a falling tone.

1|ata2a < plati=ana
come:PL=3PL
They came

If the host ends in a nasal consonant, an epenthetic consonant, g, is inserted.
boxsingara < bo—x —stig=a73

say-BEN-1PL=3PL
They told us

The second allomorph, which has an initial glottal stop and a voiced vowel (e.g.
=73), is used in two environments. First it is used as a free variant of the first
allomorph in environments where two different vowel qualities come together.

n|ati?a < plati=2a (~lati=a23)
come:PL=3PL
They came

Second, it is used after final long vowels, which cannot be deleted. In this context
the allomorph =a?3 is not allowed.
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262 < ples=2a
enter=3PL

They arrived

The tone of the subject/modality clitics is low, except for the 2SG hortative and 1SG
realis clitic. The 2sG hortative has a high tone, but after high tones it is realized on a
downstepped high level (=*kw44). The 1SG realis clitic =s1 does not have underlying
tone. The clitic is realized on the same pitch level as the end of the preceding tone:
i.e. high after high or rising, low after low or falling.

Table 16: Tonal realization of 1SG realis =s1

=si =§1
after high tone (H) [i=si ‘I came’
after rising tone (R) plleé=si ‘larrived’
after low tone (L) mantsha=s1 ‘Tate’
after falling tone (F) |’6=s1 ‘I slept’

The tonal properties of the 1SG realis clitic differ from those of the 1SG non-realis
clitic.*® The latter, = S1, has a low tone on the voiceless vowel, and a floating low
tone preceding the clitic. The floating tone merges with the final tone of the host,
which results in a final falling contour or a final low tone on the host.

Table 17: Tonal realization of 1SG non-realis — s}

[N

— 81
after high tone (H) sl ‘T will come’
after rising tone (R) y|[eé—s1 ‘T will arrive’
after low tone (L) mantsha—s1 ‘T will eat’
after falling tone (F) |’6-s1 ‘T will sleep’

There are four paradigms of subject/modality markers. Three series contain full
paradigms, viz. the realis, non-realis, and optative series. The paradigm of the
hortative modality contains four forms, viz. the clitics for second person singular,
third person and third person feminine singular, and second person plural subjects.
Formally and semantically, the hortative modality constitutes a sub-set of the
optative series (see below).

The following person, gender, and number distinctions are made for series with a
full paradigm. There are three person distinctions. First and second person subjects
only have a number distinction: singular or plural. Gender is not coded in first and
second person markers. Third person singular subjects distinguish between

3% Tone is not the only characteristic which distinguishes 1SG realis from 1SG non-realis; the
two clitics also have different morphosyntactic properties, see below.
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masculine and feminine gender. The gender distinction is absent for third person
plural subjects.

The forms for third person subjects are labelled 3, 3fSG, and 3pL. Clitics labelled
3fSG code person, gender and number of third person feminine singular subjects.
The referents are either female humans or referents of feminine gender, as shown in
the following example.’' (Unless indicated otherwise, subject clitics in the following
examples have all been taken from the realis series.)

| itshiki=sa
pass=3f5G
She/it passed (i.e. female human or feminine referent, e.g. car)

Third person masculine singular subjects are coded by a form from the row labelled
‘3’ in table 15. The referents are either male humans or referents of masculine
gender.

ts’éé=a
drink=3
He drank (i.e. male human or masculine referent, e.g. cow)

The forms labelled ‘3’ also code third person plural non-human and non-specific
(collective) human subjects, either in combination with the verbal plurality
morpheme —wa or with a suppletive plural verb stem, e.g.

ts’éé—wa=a
drink-pL2=3
They drank (e.g. cows, unidentified group of people)

humba  faratd=a VS. humbu  tladsi=a
cow die:PL=3 CcCoOw die:sG=3
The cows died The cow died

Thus, the label ‘3’ covers the use of the clitic in marking both masculine singular
and a set of non-singular third person subjects (gender-neutral).**

Third person plural subjects with (non-collective) human referents have separate
forms that are glossed ‘3PL’.* These clitics cannot be combined with the verbal

3! The group of nouns of feminine gender is small, compared to the nouns of masculine
gender, see section 3.2.

32 Note that the third person subject clitics (‘3’) cannot be used with feminine referents,
different from the use of the 30 object suffix —€ (section 6.3).

33 A similar distinction between types of third person plural referents is found with verbal
object pronouns (section 6.3).
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plurality morpheme —wa; however, in combination with a verb of the set of
suppletive singular/plural stems, they can only occur after a plural stem.

| titshiiki=2a * | Gtshik)-wa=23
pass=3PL pass-PL2=3PL
They passed

R2A=422 * tds)=22
die:PL=3pPL die:SG=3PL

They died (specific humans)

Out of context, a 3PL subject clitic is interpreted as referring to specific human
subjects. However, 3PL pronominal subject markers may also be used for non-
human animate referents if the subject has been clearly identified in the preceding
discourse or if the animate subjects act as human beings (e.g. in animal stories).
Consider the following example from a procedural text on the collection of honey, in
which the non-human subjects (bees) are known from preceding discourse. The
subject clitic is from the non-realis series.

mirigi ’06wé—sd
medicine  find:30-3PL:NR
They (bees) will find medicine.

The morphosyntactic status of the clitics differs for the four series. First, the non-
realis clitics differ from the clitics in the realis, optative and hortative paradigms:
while non-realis clitics are always attached to verbs, clitics from the other three
series can be attached to non-verbal constituents as well (except subject
constituents).

Second, the subject clitics in the realis series differ from the clitics in the non-realis,
optative and hortative series. While the latter series occur only once per clause, the
clitics of the realis series may occur several times per clause. A summary is given in
the table below. The syntax of subject/modality clitics is further discussed and
exemplified in section 5.2.

Table 18: Morphosyntactic status of subject/modality clitics

realis non-realis optative hortative
position all constituents, verb only  all constituents, all constituents,

except S except S except S
occurrence multiple allowed once once once

per clause

The four series of Sandawe subject/modality clitics encode three kinds of
propositions:
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- propositions about actual events (realis)
- propositions about non-real and future events (non-realis)
- commands, wishes, and incentives (optative and hortative).

The terms ‘realis’ and ‘non-realis’ correspond to ‘realis’ and ‘irrealis’, as used for
Sandawe by Elderkin (1989) and Eaton (2002).

5.1.1. Realis

Clauses which are marked by realis subject clitics express propositions about real
situations, i.e. descriptions of actual events and imaginary situations which are
presented by the speaker as real. The realis subject clitics are only used with
affirmative clauses.’* Negative realis clauses are formed with a dedicated negative
realis marker, cf. section 5.3.1.

Realis clauses which describe actual events can refer to the present or the past.
Reference to time is not expressed by the realis modality markers, but by additional
temporal adverbs or phrases.

?xi=s1 bo ka?4 ...

thus=1sG say that

I said/say thus: ...

Aite %iKi=s1  bo  ka? ...
yesterday thus=1SG say  that
Yesterday I said thus: ...

sweé ?ixi=s; bd ké?§ ...
now thus=1sG say  that
Today/now I say thus: ...

Other examples of realis-marked clauses include (sub-ordinate) conditional clauses
and instructions in procedural texts. For these realis clauses, the speaker presents the
situation as being real, even though the clause may describe an event which has not
been realized (yet). The following example illustrates a conditional realis clause,
which precedes the main clause. The condition (‘if you go out for beer’) is an
imaginary situation, but it can be realized.

hi—1 k’amé—ni=1 =171 k’amé=ko ’ad
SUB:CNJ-2SG beer-DIR=2SG g0 _out=SUB beer=2sG:0rT  follow
If/once you go out for beer, go after beer only. (Saying)

3 The obligatory subject marker on the conjunction in negative subordinate clauses forms an
exception.



102 CHAPTER 5

In procedural texts 2SG realis clitics can be used to give instructions on how a
procedure should be followed. The following clauses illustrate fragments of a
procedural text in which the speaker describes how a beehive is constructed. After
an initial question and an affirmative clause with non-realis subject clitics, the
speaker starts to use realis subject clitics for his instructions and continues using
them for the rest of the text.” The speaker thus presents the situation as an actual
event. Reference to time is absent in these instructions.

hiki !’amé-stin=na
how? shape-1PL:NR=Q
How will we cut (the beehive) into shape?

kéngéra?a barate siyé—po pi theé=1 nleé
axe big take-2SG:NR CNJ2.2SG  tree=2SG  cut
You will take a big axe and then you cut a tree.

hi-a I’wa-ng-aa tieé=171 pit th66nor=1 siyé
SUB:CNJ-3 hole-DEF-SFOC be finished=SUB  CNJ2.2SG adze=2SG take:SG
When the hole (i.e. the hollow space) is ready, you take an adze.

Realis clitics do not code aspect, but two aspectual distinctions can be made in
combination with them. First, habitual aspect is expressed by the plural marker —wa,
which is combined with a realis subject marker (see also section 6.4.2).
minda—ta-—na=si hiki-wa

field-in-DIR=1SG £0:SG-PL2

[ usually go to the field.

Second, realis clitics can be used in constructions that express progressive aspect.
SZ

These constructions consist of a lexical verb, an auxiliary verb (?iyé / neé ‘stay
SG/PL’), the verbal linker —1, and a subject/modality clitic (see also section 7.1).

qithé-g p|[in—ts’4=a  ?iyé-p
cloth-DEF wash-MID1=3  (VV.)stay:SG-VL
The garment is being washed.

5.1.2. Non-realis

Non-realis clauses are propositions about situations that are presented by the speaker
as non-real. While realis clauses give a clear semantic statement (the situation is real
at the time of reference, or is presented as real), the semantics of non-realis clauses
are broader: the propositions are not true (irrealis), may be true, or may prove to be

33 Note that 25G optative clitics are not used for the instructions in this text.
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true in the immediate or distant future. Therefore translations in English make use of
different modal verbs, e.g. can, may, will.

The example below illustrates the irrealis semantics of a clause with a non-realis
subject clitic (= s1 18G) The counterfactual proposition expresses what would have
happened if the condition were true. Note that the conditional clause at the end of
the sentence has a negative realis marker.

te=wa?d  fi-si=gd?a thwang  ||’66-tshdé=wa?a
yesterday=CND come:SG-1SG:NR=CONF  rain rain=NEG1.3=CND

Yesterday I would certainly have come if it had not rained (but it did rain, so I didn’t
come).

The following non-realis clauses illustrate propositions that are likely to be true in
the (near) future.

2424 Tiswe=si?fI wareé-y  plim—pd—s1=ga?a
INTJ  now=TOP2  friend. m-ATT eat_meat-2SG-1SG:NR=CONF
Ah, now, my friend, I will eat you.

hewé—xé-Ty  ts’d— dBo?i-na tdné—suy
he-COLL-INSTR water-DEF  (POSS.)back-DIR pull-1PL:NR
With these, we will pull the water backward,

paa siy malambo tag-na  hik1—1
CNI2.3  we (poss.)big_trough front-DIR  go0:SG-3:NR
and our trough will go forward.

In the non-realis clauses below, the propositions express situations that may be true,
but which are not true at the time of reference. For the speaker it is irrelevant
whether these situations will become real in the future.

?amana phé 1’06—p6-1
maybe tomorrow  get-2SG-3:NR
It (poverty) may find you tomorrow (i.e. tomorrow you might be poor).

manad—po=ts’é hé baadra-n tlaasi—?0n
know-2SG:NR=NEG2 who? start-vL die-INF
You can’t know who will die first.

In the following saying (realis clause) and its explanation (one negative realis clause
followed by four non-realis clauses), the speaker presents some imaginary, non-real
situations which illustrate that ‘death does not have age groups’. The speaker
imagines a child, who may die young, or an adolescent, who can die. An elder may
die, but even an unborn child. All are propositions that may be true.
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tlaasy marika—s—e=ts’é manadkhe tladsi bazé |’ad=tsheé

death age group-BE-3=NEG2 its_meaning death be big follow=NEG1.3
Death doesn’t have age groups. It means, death doesn’t follow the big (old) ones.
plloé-ki=wa?a thaasi, k’areé-ki=wa?a tlaasi,

child-ToP=CND die-3:NR youth-TOP=CND die-3:NR

Would it be for a child, it may die;  for a youth, he may die,

difiseé—ki=wa?a tlaasii, tYabis66-ki=wara !’awi-1
elder-TOP=CND die-3:NR stomach-TOP=CND fall-3:NR
for an elder, he may die; a pregnancy may fail.

Negative non-realis clauses are marked by the non-realis subject clitic in
combination with the invariable negation marker =*ts’é (section 5.3.2). The negation
marker follows the non-realis clitic.

dér6  hewé ‘mipanda mikhé—i=ts’é
zebra he POsS.route leave-3:NR=NEG2
A zebra won’t leave his route. (Proverb)

sig  ||6-20 p|leé—n  dad—sin=ts’é
we over_there-LOC enter-VvL  be_able-1PL:NR=NEG2

We won’t be able to arrive at that place.

Non-realis clauses can express progressive aspect by the use of an auxiliary verb

NZ ¢

(?iyé / neé ‘stay SG/PL’) and the verbal linker —1.

plé¢ neé-n | ltshiky-wa=1
day  stay:PL-VL (VV.)pass-PL2-3:NR
Days will be passing.

Besides the paradigm of non-realis subject clitics, there is an additional 1PL verbal
subject marker —sa. This morpheme is occasionally used in affirmative non-realis
clauses as a variant of the 1PL non-realis clitic =sty.

sin-ki max—66-ki—7in tsi *pfin—tsN siyé—ts’e—€—sa
we-TOP  be_smart-NMN-TOP-INSTR [ POSS.meat-LOC  take:SG-APPL-30-1PL:NR
We as well, by smartness, will deprive him from my meat.
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5.1.3. Optative

Optative clauses express commands, wishes, and incentives. As second person
commands are part of the same paradigm as first and third person incentives, there is
no reason to distinguish a special category imperative. Second person optatives are
roughly equivalent to imperatives in other languages.

k’weén=ko pleé—x—*sé rdg6—in
neck=28G:0PT Cut-BEN-1SG knife-INSTR
Cut my neck with a knife!

First and third person optative clitics are used in wishes and incentives.

siphithari-n=029  xé&&
hospital-DIR=1PL:OPT  bring:30
Let’s get him to the hospital.

tixi=kwa  ?iyé
thus=OPT.3  stay:SG
Let it be so!

A command can be used in progressive aspect, in order to express that the addressee
should continue a certain action.

waré dzadzasé=ko yé—
friend.m  roast.FACT=2SG:OPT (VV.)stay:SG-VL
My friend, go on roasting!

5.1.4. Hortative

The hortative expresses wishes and incentives. Compared to the optative, hortative
propositions are less imperative; the speaker expresses a (real) wish or incentive,
and tries to convince the addressee of his/her intentions. Note that there are no 1SG,
1PL, and 3PL hortative forms.

[i=*kwaa
come:SG=2SG:HORT
Please come, do come!

plati=kwera
come:PL=2PL:HORT
Please come, do come (PL)
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Iwawé="kwai
?7?=2PL:HORT
I am sorry for you; my condolences

There is one specific use of the hortative in a non-verbal utterance. The following
phrase is used in riddling for example and urges the addressee to take his/her turn:

hapi-ki-44="kwa
yOu-TOP-SFOC=2SG:HORT
Your turn!

5.2. The syntax of subject/modality clitics

Sandawe has a relatively free word order. Therefore many different constituent
orders and occurrences of subject/modality clitics are possible. The following
description does not seek to give a complete overview of the syntax of these clitics,
but sketches an outline of common patterns. An overview of Sandawe constituent
orders and the relation to information structure is provided by Eaton (2002).

The basic constituent order in Sandawe verbal clauses is OV. Subjects, either in the
form of a full pronoun or a noun phrase, generally precede the object. In most verbal
clauses a subject/modality clitic is present which codes person, gender, and number
of the subject, in addition to the modality of the clause. However in realis clauses, a
full pronominal or lexical subject can be accompanied by the subject focus marker
—aa, in which case the subject/modality clitic may be absent. The presence and
absence of the realis subject clitic in verbal clauses are illustrated below*®

In the first clause the 3PL subject clitic of the realis series, —a?3, is attached to the
postpositional phrase mséra—ts”1 ‘in Msera’. It codes person and number of the
subject ‘people of Kurio’. In the second clause the lexical subject, ‘people of
Msera’, carries the subject focus marker, which codes contrastive focus. There is no
subject/modality clitic in this clause. The presence of a subject with a subject focus
marker can thus exclude a realis subject clitic elsewhere in the clause.

Pt madkha  kiriyd n|omésd  mséra—ts’=a?d hawé—y ni—y  ts’a-ku
yesterday (POSS.)year Kurio (POSS.)people Msera-LOC=3PL fetch-vL CNJ-CL drink-CAUS1
Last year, the people of Kurio fetched water and drenched in Msera.

heéw madkha mséra 1|Omés—aa kirtyo—20 hawé— ni—n ts’a-ki
DEMl.m year Msera _ (POsS.)people-SFOC Kurio-LOC fetch-VL CNJ-CL drink-CAUSI

This year, the people of Msera fetch water and drench in Kurio.

36 All subjects in the examples, whether lexical or pronominal, are underlined in the first and
second lines.
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The distribution of subject/modality markers is different for non-realis subject clitics
on the one hand and realis, optative and hortative subject clitics on the other hand.
Non-realis subject clitics are invariably marked on the verb and occur only once per
clause. They are obligatorily present and cannot be omitted if (focused) lexical or
pronominal subjects are present.

laba hi-1 hap-4a t1das=171  hapd makaa tsi tiaa-—si
later ~ SUB:CNJ-2SG you—SFOC die=SUB you (Poss.wealth I  take:PL-1SG:NR

Later, when you die, I will take (inherit) your properties.

The syntax of subject clitics of the other modalities is more complex: different
constituents can serve as a host for these subject clitics. Moreover, multiple
occurrences of a subject clitic are observed for realis subject clitics, especially in
spontaneous speech. Optative and hortative subject clitics occur only once per
clause. The following description first discusses possible hosts for realis, hortative
and optative subject clitics; second, the position in the sentence of these clitics is
discussed.

5.2.1. Hosts for subject/modality clitics

Subject/modality clitics (with the exception of non-realis clitics) may be attached to
one or more of the following hosts:

- verbs

- noun phrases/independent pronouns (object)
- postpositional phrases

- question words (non-subject)

- adverbs of manner, time, and degree

- conjunctions
- the complentizer k&?4; or the topic marker Ki— when it precedes the
complementizer

- negation markers
Interjections and epistemic modal adverbs never serve as a host for subject clitics,
e.g. 2eee ‘yes’; 2224 ‘no’; amana ‘perhaps’; dime, ‘perhaps’, 2ankhaki ‘definitely’.

The clauses below illustrate the attachment of realis subject clitics to the various
hosts:

k’wawé=2a
be ill=3
He is ill (host: verb)
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kadka-n-ki  chupa—ta-na=a tsé&—mng=a pleé—si‘k—¢é
dog-DEF-TOP bottle-in-DIR=3 head-DEF=3  enter-CAUS2-30

As for the dog, he has entered his head inside the bottle.
(hosts: postpositional phrase; object)

héts=1 n|wéé
what?=2sG  do
What did you do? (host: question word)

Nz oz

sandawé  ?ix=a?3a ?aaréts’i  ka?a

Sandawe thus=3PL  believe that

Thus, the Sandawe believe that ... (host: adverb of manner)
Pite=s1 it

yesterday=1SG  come:SG

I came yesterday (host: temporal adverb)

heéxwe plé—=xé-n-tdh  MWr=a?a miniki

DEM1.COLL  day-COLL-DEF-in  very=3PL understand

Nowadays they understand a lot (host: adverb of degree)

The syntax of subject/modality cliticization to subordinating conjunctions, the
complementizer k4?4 and to negation markers is different from the attachment to the
other types of hosts.

The subordinating conjunction hi(1)— is always followed by the realis subject clitic.”’
In the following example, both the conjunction and the lexical object are hosts for a
realis subject clitic.

hii—s} hapi himbu=si yling—é-9 ’06kha=17y , ...
SUB:CNJ-1SG you  (POSS.)cow=1SG  eat-30-VL finish=suB

Once I have finished eating your cow’s meat, ... (riddling phrase)

The attachment of subject/modality clitics to the complementizer k4?4 is irregular,
because the subject clitic precedes the complementizer.

2ix1=kd bo—kw—é ko k4?4 ...
thus=2SG:PT say-BEN-30 2SG:0PT that
Tell him this: ...

The subject clitic can also follow the topic marker ki—, but only when it occurs in
combination with the complementizer k4?4:

37 Other conjunctions either have an optional realis clitic (cf. ni(y), section 7.2), or a special
kind of subject marking (see the realis and optative narrative conjunctions in section 7.4).
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saa hinsonso—29=sa ki=sa kd?d  niti=g6=0=y664
CNI.3fSG  other. PL-LOC=3{SG TOP=3fSG that ~ go:PL=CONF=1PL=EXCL

And she says to the others: “Hear, we are leaving!”

st Ki=s1 kd?4  [|06x1 p[eé-ké—4="tship
CNJ.1SG TOP=1SG that yet enter-COM-30=NEG1.1PL

And I said “We did not bring him yet”.

Negation markers also serve as a host for subject/modality marking. Negative realis
clauses have a dedicated negation marker, which has an incorporated subject marker
(section 5.3.1). Negative optative and negative hortative clauses have a free-standing
negation marker me¢é which serves as a host for the optative or hortative subject
clitic.

meé=ko halé—ts’i
NEG:OPT=2SG:OPT glorify-MID1
Don’t glorify yourself!

5.2.2. The position of subject/modality clitics in the
clause

The description in this section starts with simple clauses and then illustrates more
complex sentences and occurrences of optative and realis clitics in spontaneous
speech, which show most variation. There is one rule which applies to all clauses:
subjects, whether lexical or pronominal, never host a subject/modality clitic.

In affirmative clauses, subject/modality clitics are most frequently marked on a
preverbal non-subject constituent. Often the immediate preverbal element serves as
a host for the clitic, which may be a lexical or pronominal object or postpositional
phrase. Both transitive ( (S) (PP) O V) and intransitive clauses ( (S) PP V) display
this type.

- e
goat=3PL  skin
They skinned a goat.

||h6n—tz‘1—né=sz‘1 SO6X1
cave-in-DIR=3fSG examine
She examines inside the cave.

it minda—ta-na=s1  hik?y
yesterday field-in-DIR=1SG g0:SG

I went to the field yesterday.
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|hatdi-Ting=02Q nity
leg-INSTR=1PL:OPT  go:PL
Let’s go on foot.

In affirmative clauses the verb may also be the host for the subject/modality clitic,
but this type of marking is less frequent. Most of the examples lack a suitable
preverbal host. The clauses may contain a lexical or full pronominal subject, but this
constituent is never a host for the subject/modality clitic.

e plomosd deé=gi=17a
yes  person.PL be many=CONF=3PL
Yes, people were many.

In the example below, there are two instances of the subject/modality clitic (1SG):
both on the verb and on the postpositional phrase, which occurs after the verb. The
presence of an (additional) subject/modality clitic on postpositional phrases after the
verb is common.

lang—é=si  tsi |'wdé—Tm=si
see-30=1SG 1 (POSS.)eye-INSTR=1SG
I have seen it with my own eyes!

In negative clauses, subject/modality marking always attaches to the negation
marker. No subject clitics are present on other constituents. Optative and hortative
negative clauses have a free-standing negation marker which precedes the verb.

s6goré  léngi-s—&-n meé=ko 1ok’0—sé—€
stick get_stuck-BE-3-REL NEG:OPT=2SG:OPT touch-FACT-30
Don’t touch a stick that got stuck!

Negative realis clauses contain a dedicated negative realis clitic, which is invariably
attached after the verb.

hapd  ‘rdy khé?é="tshé
you POSS.voice hear=NEG1.1SG
I didn’t hear your voice.

Other elements that are automatically selected as host for the subject/modality clitics
are conjunctions and the complentizer k4?4, which are typically clause-initial and
clause-final elements, respectively.

n=020-1 sugkitin  sip sayo
CNJ=1PL:OPT-CL our_language we converse
And let’s talk in our language,
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200 sip—ki-44 “‘ména-ts’i  !’Gma-—ta
CNJ2.1PL:OPT we-TOP-SFOC SV.know-MID1  earth-in
let us be known in the world.

?ix1=k0 bo—kw—6  ko-ké? ..
thus=2SG:PT say-BEN-30 25G:0OPT-that
Tell him this: ...

In subordinate realis clauses, the subject/modality clitic is obligatorily attached to
the subordinating conjunction. The same clitic can be present elsewhere in the
clause, for example on the postpositional phrase:

ni-p  hi-a "dmé-—na=a2 thoé=171 paa chupa—ng-aa  2an-ts™
CNJ-CL  SUB:CNJ-3 earth-DIR=3 jump=sUB CNJ2.3  bottle-DEF-SFOC  break-MID2

And when he jumped down, the bottle broke.

The common patterns, which were outlined above, have many exceptions. Most of
these concern the position of the realis subject clitic and the number of occurrences
per clause. A main factor in the positioning of the subject/modality markers is
information structure. As Eaton (2002) shows, constituent order and the presence of
the subject/modality clitic on a host (an “inflected constituent”) are indicators for
focus marking in Sandawe.

According to her, the results of three focusing tasks “provide clear evidence of a
relationship between sentence form variation and focus. The major generalisation to
be made is that a focused constituent in a Sandawe realis sentence is usually
inflected and an unfocused one is usually uninflected. The exceptions to this pattern
can be characterised in terms of the type of constituent involved and whether other
constituents are also focused in the same sentence. [...] [T]here is also a tendency
for focused material to occur preverbally and unfocused material to occur
postverbally, but a strong preference for SOV often overrules these tendencies. [...]
The grammaticality judgement tasks show that the relationship between focus and
sentence form is played out within the limits imposed by certain grammatical
restrictions.” (Eaton 2002:179-180)

Our data confirm these generalizations. Changing the position of the
subject/modality clitic usually shifts the focus to the new host. The following two
clauses contrast the preverbal and the verbal position of the 3PL realis clitic.

ha=7a ||’eé
goat=3PL  skin
They skinned a goat; They skinned a goat.

Rha  |eé=n
goat skin=3PL

A goat was skinned; They skinned a/the goat.
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Both clauses were elicited as sentences to be translated from Swahili. They were
also checked by asking to what question (in Swabhili) they could reply. The prompt
for the first clause was wamechuna mbuzi ‘they skinned a goat’; the clause may be
used as a reply to questions like: wamefanya nini? ‘what did they do?’; wamechuna
nini? ‘what did they skin?’ or wamechuna ng’ombe? ‘did they skin a cow?’. Thus,
the preverbal position of the subject/modality clitic is not only a default position for
a clause without focus, but also a way to mark (contrastive) object focus.

The second clause was a translation of mbuzi imechunwa ‘a goat was skinned’. Note
that a direct translation of the passive Swahili sentence is not possible, as Sandawe
does not have passive voice. The result is an active, realis clause in which the 3PL
realis clitic is used as a non-specific subject. The object ‘goat’ which corresponds to
the patient subject in the Swabhili sentence, remains unmarked. The clause may also
be used as a reply to wamechinja mbuzi? ‘did they slaughter a/the goat?’, where it
expresses contrastive verb focus.

Similar interaction between the preferred preverbal position of the subject/modality
clitic and focus marking is found in interrogatives. In question word questions,
question words are in focus and precede the verb. The subject/modality clitic (or for
subject question words; the subject focus marker) is usually attached to the question
word. The general question marker na is optional.

héts=a=na *iyé—q n|wéé
what=3=Q VV?.stay:SG-VL  do
What is he doing?

Yes/no-questions show variation in the position of the clitic complex, which
contains the yes/no-question marker =n¢ and the subject/modality clitic. The clitic
complex may be attached to the clause-final verb, in which case there is no focus on
a single constituent. The example below illustrates this type.

matd-n siyé=ni=1
gourd-DEF take:SG=Y/NQ=2SG
Did you take the gourd?

When the clitic complex is attached to the preverbal object, this constituent is in
focus.

maté=ni=1 siyé
gourd=Y/NQ=2sG take:SG
Did you take a gourd?

The constituent order often varies and there may be two subject/modality clitics
present in one clause. The interpretation in terms of focus or grammatical
restrictions is therefore much more complex than described above.
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In several examples, a postpositional phrase follows the verb and hosts a
subject/modality marker. The postverbal position could be interpreted as a way of
focusing the adjunct:

tstii—p |’apki=si  *?iyé tland—ta-na katé=si
animal-DEF  (POSS.)up=1SGSV.stay:SG horn-in-DIR  (POSS.)amid=1SG
I am on top of the animal, in between the antlers!

Alternatively, the postpositional phrase may be considered an afterthought, which
requires additional subject marking in order to link it to the preceding clause.

lda?%e—n kelemba-ng=a siyé—n *|wéa tana—2a-te=a
hare-DEF  (POSS.)skin-DEF=3  take:SG-VL VV.hide.30 elsewhere-LOC-area=3
He took the skin of the hare and hid it somewhere else.

The example below consists of two coordinated clauses. The first clause contains a
lexical subject, a narrative conjunction which includes subject reference, and a verb;
the second clause has an initial verb and a postpositional phrase which hosts the
realis subject clitic.

laa?e-n paa guaty, s66x1 biry tshindi—ta-na-=a
hare-DEF  CNJ2.3  kneel down inspect bed  (POSS.)buttocks-in-DIR=3
Then the hare knelt down and inspected under the bed.

The following example consists of two separate clauses. In the second clause both
the initial auxiliary verb and the object, which precedes the main verb, host a
subject/modality clitic.

pad  xd6x6ri-ng=h |ang—é tiy-a-p nfing=2 pliny
CNJ2.3  crow-DEF=3 see-30 stay:SG=3-VL  meat=3 eat_meat
And he saw the crow. It was (still) eating meat.

In elicitation, a progressive realis clause has only one subject/modality clitic. Further
the auxiliary is adjacent to the main verb:

nfipg-a Tiyé-n ‘pliny
meat=3 stay:SG-VL VVv.eat meat

It is/was eating meat.

The question remains why these sentences contain two clitics. The clitic on the
fronted auxiliary verb probably expresses focus on the progressive aspect (the crow
continues eating). The position of the second clitic corresponds to the preferred
preverbal position.
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In summary, Sandawe subject/modality clitics are preferably attached to preverbal
non-subject hosts in SOV clauses. The position of subject/modality clitics is one of
the ways to express focus. When the variation in constituent orders is also taken into
account (cf. Eaton 2002:265-288), it is clear that the syntax of subject/modality
clitics is a complex interplay of factors.

5.3. Negation

There are two types of negation markers in the form of a clitic:

- a series of port-manteau negative realis clitics (NEG1) that include subject
marking
- aninvariable negative clitic (NEG2): =*ts’é

Negative optative and negative hortative clauses are marked by a free-standing
negation marker m&é, which hosts the following optative/hortative subject clitic.

5.3.1. The negative realis clitic

The negation marker for realis clauses (NEG1) is a clitic which includes pronominal
subject marking. Negative realis clitics mark negation at clause level. Table 19
illustrates the forms:

Table 19: Negative realis clitics

NEG1

1SG *tshé

25G *p6

3 tsheé

3f5G *tsha

1pL Hshiy

2pPL Hshin, ‘tshi—siy
3pPL *sho, *tsh6—so

The 2pL and 3PL negative realis clitics have an alternative form in which the
negative realis clitic is followed by an extra subject marker. Thus, *shi—sin) may be
used instead of *tshin, and *tsh6—s0 can be used instead of *tshé.

Except for the 2sG form, all negative realis clitics have an initial consonant tsh.
Historically, the clitics seem to be fused forms, which consist of a negation marker
and a marker that codes person, gender and number of the subject.*® On the basis of

38 Note that the markers that code person, gender, and number of the subject do not resemble
the realis subject clitics, but rather the forms of the non-realis subject markers (section 5.1.2)
and other pronominal forms. For an overview of the morphology of pronominal forms, see
section 4.4.
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the third person form tsheé (<*tshe—é ?), one may reconstruct the negation marker
as *tshe.* Apparently, with consonant-intial subject markers the vowel of the
negation marker was deleted. The cluster *tsh—s was simplified to tsh, while *tsh—p
(25G) apparently became p. The tonal downstep preceding the clitic can be
considered a trace of the original low tone on *tshe.

1sG ‘tshé < *Hsh-sé < * tshe—sé
25G *p6 < *Hsh—pé6 < * tshe—pd
3 tsheé < * tshe—€

3fSG ‘tshd < *Hsh—si < * tshe—su
1PL Ytshiin < *Hsh-slip < * tshe—stiy
2PL Ytshin < *Hsh—sip < * tshe—sip
3pPL tsho < *Hsh—s6 < * tshe—s6

N2z ¢

The negation marker is related historically to the negative verb tsheéé ‘not be
(present)’. This verb is combined with obligatory verbal subject markers, which are
identical to the subject markers of the negative realis clitics except for the low tone.
The third person form has no extra subject marker: tsheé ‘he is not present’ and is
formally identical to the third person form of the negative realis clitic. For a full
paradigm, see section 6.7.1.

The negative realis clitic is attached to verbs only. It is added after the verb form, i.e.
after the verb root plus any derivational morphemes and verbal object pronouns.

hapd 1oy khé?é=*tshé
you  POSS.voice  hear=NEG1.1SG
I didn’t hear your voice.

|[06x1 1||eé-kd—a=*tshiin
yet enter-COM-30=NEG1.1PL
We didn’t bring him in yet.

There are no further subject/modality clitics present in negative realis clauses,
except for the obligatory subject marker on the subordinating conjunction.

hi-a mgangaye-n faré=tsheé=171

SUB:CNJ-3  healer-DEF lie=NEG1.3=SUB

When this healer does not lie, ...

% According to Elderkin (1989:222-226) tsh? is a “privative morph” which encompasses both
the negation marker and a postposition meaning ‘from’. Moreover, he posits a historical
development from tsh to the negative morpheme 'ts’é (NEG2 in the present description).
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5.3.2. The negative clitic ‘ts’é

The negative clitic =*ts’é (NEG2) is used to code three types of negative clauses:

a) Negation of non-realis (verbal) clauses
b) Negation of verbs of possession and adjectival verbs
¢) Negation of non-verbal clauses (negative copula)

Non-realis clauses are negated by the negative clitic =*ts’é. The marker is attached
to the non-realis verb form, i.e. it comes after the non-realis subject marker. The
following examples illustrate negative non-realis clauses. The realisation =ts’€?¢ in
the second example is a free variant of the negation marker.

sip kama sandawé-sup t€7¢S171  mAnd-ts’i-stin=ts’é
we as Sandawe-1PL otherwise know-MID1-1PL:NR=NEG2
Otherwise, we as Sandawe, we won’t be known.

[|'weé=20,  huma-sing-i=ts’é2é
try=1PL:OPT overcome-1PL-3:NR=NEG2
Let’s try, it won’t defeat us.

?1X] hewé—ts ||’wee-si=ts’é 2agkhaki
thus  he-LoC try-1SG:NR=NEG2 definitely
I will never try (and do) something like this!

Secondly, the negative clitic =*ts’é is a negation marker for special verbs (e.g. ‘to
have’ and adjectival verbs, section 6.7). Special verbs are characterized by the verb
marker —si. The verbs do not code modality: there is a fixed set of verbal subject
markers, which formally resembles the series of non-realis subject clitics. The
negative clitic =*ts’é is attached to the verb after the subject marker.

The following two examples illustrate negated verbs of possession.
kolon—si—si=ts’é

hoe-BE-1SG=NEG2
I don’t have a hoe.

ttadsy mérika—s—e=ts’é
death  age group-BE-3=NEG2

Death doesn’t have age groups.

Negative forms of adjectival verbs are similarly marked by the negative clitic =*ts’é.
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hapi—=xé?¢ thwii lawé—s—e— |an—si-si=ts’é
you-like bird be_good-BE-3-DEF see-BE-1SG=NEG2

I have never seen (such) a nice bird like you.

matindd-y  |an—ts’i-s—8=ts’é=gata
Matuunda-DEF  see-MID1-BE-3=NEG2=CONF
This Matuunda is invisible.

The negation marker may also be incorporated in deverbal nouns, which are derived
from verbs of possession and adjectival verbs.

méntsha—s—&=ts’é-—n khod—n-ts™ biry  ?iyé=ts’é
food-BE-3-NEG2-DEF (POSS.)house-DEF-LOC  mouse  stay:SG-3:NR=NEG2

A mouse won’t stay in a household that has no food.

hewé mara—s—e=ts’é—ts’i p|wéé=ga=a
he (PoSs.)be_knowledgeable-BE-3=NEG2-NMN2  do=CONF=3
His lack of knowledge has done it.

Thirdly, the negation marker =*ts’€ functions in non-verbal clauses. The following
examples contrast affirmative and negative non-verbal clauses. The affirmative

clause is non-verbal. The second, negative clause is marked by the negation marker
="g’¢.

dme theé, haa khimbad  theé=*ts’¢

maybe tree and EXPR:INTJ  tree=NEG2
Maybe it’s a tree, but hey: it’s not a tree!

2tdd  misik66 theé doy had mapip, mipin=ts’é, 'wiéyd
long ago beehive (poss.)tree dong and  maping maping=NEG2 lweeya

Long ago, the trees for beehives were the dong tree and the maping tree, (no) not the
maping tree, the !weeya tree.

The scope of the negation may be wider than a single noun (cf. the negative deverbal
nouns above). In the following examples, the clitic has scope over a noun phrase. In
the following example, the possessor noun is preceded by a pronoun.

[hewe *mantsha]=ts’é
he POSS.food=NEG2
This was not his (type of) food.

In the following examples, the clause includes a noun phrase and an adverb. The
negation marker is always the final element of the clause.
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muthugi—ts’i  [makaa tlaki-ts’ titeé]=*s’é
be_poor-NMN2 thing (POSS.)be_absent-NMN2 alone=NEG2

Poverty is not just the absence of wealth.

[hewé—xé titeé]='ts’é mi—n higgé—xeé-n-ki far1  deétheé
he-coLL alone=NEG2 and-CL  other-COLL-DEF-TOP very many
It’s not these things only, there are so many others.

5.4. Mediativity: confirmative, mirative, yes/no-
questions

The present section deals with the grammatical marking of epistemics. In Sandawe
three epistemic clitics are used, which lend either a confirmative, mirative, or
uncertainty reading to a clause. The confirmative marker expresses the speaker’s
certainty with regard to the information (s)he is presenting. The mirative marker
expresses inferential knowledge and/or surprise by the speaker regarding the
presented information. The yes/no-question marker expresses the speaker’s
uncertainty about the presented information: the speaker checks the information by
asking the listener(s) for a (positive or negative) reply.

There is debate on the definition of categories such as evidentiality and mirativity
(e.g. DeLancey 1997; 2001 and Lazard 1999). The description of the semantics of
the three clitics in Sandawe shows that the markers are not pure evidential markers.
Although several instances of confirmative and mirative marking may be interpreted
as coding the source of evidence, the semantics of the markers are broader: they
express the attitude of the speaker towards the information in an utterance. The term
which is used here for the category that covers both mirative, confirmative, and
yes/no question markers, is mediative (cf. Lazard 1956; 1999).

Sandawe has three mediative markers in the form of a clitic:

- The confirmative marker =gad—/=ga?3 (CONF)
- The mirative marker =gé(—) (MIR)
- The yes/no question marker =ne(—) (Y/NQ)

The confirmative marker has two forms: =ga is used when the clitic itself is part of a
clitic complex; =ga?a is used elsewhere. The mirative marker =gé and the yes/no-
question marker =n¢€ have one form for both uses.

Based on its semantics, the clitic =ké may be grouped in the mediative category as
well. =ké expresses an indulgent attitude by the speaker, e.g.: ?ixi=si kosega=ké
‘This is how I thought it was (but it’s not, so be it)’. The marker is not further
included in the description, as its exact distibution is unclear.

Mediative clitics appear in verbal and non-verbal clauses. For verbal clauses with
modality marking, mediative marking is possible in realis and non-realis clauses.
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The position of the mediative markers is closely related to the position of the
subject/modality markers (see section 5.2 on the syntax of subject/modality clitics).

In realis clauses the markers are part of a clitic complex in which the mediative
marker is the first element and the realis subject clitic follows the mediative clitic
(see section 5.7). The forms are illustrated in table 20. The vowel of the
confirmative and yes/no-question markers takes over the quality of the following
vowel.

Table 20: Mediative clitics with realis subject clitics

=CONF=Realis =MIR=Realis =Y/NQ=Realis
Subject SUBJECT SUBJECT

1sG gasi gési nes1

238G git gey il

3 gaa géa naa

3fsG gésa gésa nésa

1pL goo géo ndo

2pPL gée gée née

3PL gara géra nara

The position of the clitic complex with the mediative marker in realis clauses is
variable (cf. the variable position of the realis subject clitic, section 5.2.2). The
complex may be attached to a verb, but also to other pre-verbal non-subject
elements, as illustrated below.*

hewé mard—s—&—ts’é—ts’i n|wéé=gi=a
he (poSs.)be_knowledgeable-BE-3-NEG2-NMN2  do=CONF=3
His lack of knowledge has done it.

21X1=96=0 matlinda—x1-siy neé-wa
thus=CONF=1PL Matuunda-COLL-1PL stay:PL-PL2
This is how we live with Matuunda.

hadisi-n ?20-20=gd=a tsheéki
story-DEF  here-LOC=CONF=3 end
Here ends the story.

The position of mediative markers is different when the subject/modality marker is
obligatorily attached to the verb (viz. non-realis clauses, verbs of possession,
adjectival verbs). In this case the mediative clitic has a fixed position after the verb.

0 Note however that, although the realis subject clitic may appear more than once, mediative
markers occur only once per clause.
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2424 Tiswe=si1fy warcé-g y|im-po-s1=gata
INTJ  now=TOP2  friend.m-ATT  eat meat-2SG-1SG:NR=CONF
Ah, now, my friend, I will certainly eat you.

mana—-wa—si-s0=ga?a kO  makad makad
know-PL2-BE-3PL=CONF just  thing.RED
They just know these things.

Non-verbal clauses with a mediative clitic are rare. In the following two examples
the mediative clitic appears as the final element of the non-verbal clause. The
confirmative clitic —ga?3 in the negative clause is attached after the negation marker.

hewé—xé tshiya  'hidk’y ||wh=ts’é=ga?3
he-coLL  all navel (POSS.)name=NEG2=CONF

All these are not original names.

The example below consists of a non-verbal and a verbal clause. The non-verbal
clause with the mirative clitic —gé has only one word:

thwii=gé  thwii—xé?é=gd=sa  hik"1=y666

bird=MIR bird-like=CONF=3fSG =~ go0:SG=EXCL

It seems like a bird, it certainly moves like a bird!

The sentence below, which consists of two conjoined clauses, displays an
exceptional form of mediative marking in a non-verbal clause. The confirmative
marker occurs in a clitic complex with a realis subject clitic (13G) and is attached to
a free personal pronoun (1SG). The occurrence of the subject marker remains
unexplained, because it is the only example in which a subject/modality clitic is
attached to a full subject pronoun (cf. section 5.2).

tsi=ga=si=y666  waré  kdd meé tha
I=CONF=1SG=EXCL friend  CNJ2.2SG:OPT NEG:OPT  run:SG
It’s me, my friend, don’t run!

The remainder of this section discusses the semantics of the three mediative clitics.
The yes/no-question marker =n& codes closed questions, for which a confirmative or
negative answer is expected. The question expresses doubt by the speaker about the
presented information. The speaker asks for a reply from the listener in order to
check the proposition.

p||oé  ||hata—g swaki-wa—?20n  |an-mi=1
child (POSS.)leg-DEF (POSS.)swell-PL2-INF = see=Y/NQ=2SG
Have you seen the swellings of the legs of the child?
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hé  ts’ad—na ni?1-siy kéyowa-ne xaré ?Pasmani
who? (POsS.)home-DIR  go:PL-1PL:NR  Koyowa=Y/NQ or Asmani
Whom will we go to? Koyowa? Or Asmani?

au gingiyd gawa-ta—yé-n ts’ad—na xéé-sin=ne

or Gingiyo  mountain-in-m-DEF (POSs.)home-DIR  bring-1PL:NR=Y/NQ

Or will we get him to Gingiyo, from the mountain?

The yes/no question may be accompanied by the general question marker =na
(section 5.5):

laa?e paa kard mi-n  tsi waré=na k66—s—&-ne
hare CNJ2.3 that CNJ-cL 1 (poss.)friend=Q be_present:SG-BE-3=Y/NQ

Then Hare said: “Is my friend around?”

The following clauses contrast the semantics of the confirmative and mirative
markers. The examples form a short report by the speaker on how he went back
home after consuming alcoholic drinks at a bar. The speaker pictures the situation in
which the addressee is imagined to be with him, following the same route as the
speaker did before. The speaker is explaining what happened at certain points on the
route.

20=gé=si *hik™
here=CONF=1SG  SV.go:SG

I went here

20=gé=si 4 atshikdy

here=CONF=1SG  SV.pass
I passed here

20=gé=si ‘hik™
here=MIR=1SG  SV.go:SG
Apparently I went here!

’awé=gé=si 20
fall:SG=MIR=1SG  here
Apparently I fell here!

The speaker is certain about the information he is giving in the first two clauses. He
remembers the route he took and where he passed. However, at a certain point he
can’t remember what he did. The information he gives is inferred from the footsteps
and marks in the sand. This is where the mirative marker appears in the third and
fourth clause.
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The next example also contrasts the mirative and confirmative marker. The utterance
describes what happened when Sandawe first encountered an airplane. The Sandawe
word that was finally used for airplane was derived from Swabhili ndege ‘bird,
airplane’.

thwit=gé  thwii-xé2%é=gd=s2  hik1=y366 ka2 dége
bird=MIR bird-like=CONF=3fSG ~ (SV.)go:SG=EXCL 3PL.that plane

“It seems like a bird, it certainly moves like a bird!” So they said: “dege”.

Seeing an airplane in the air, people inferred that it could be a bird: ‘it seems to be a
bird’. This clause contains a mirative marker. The evidence for the information in
the first clause follows and is based on general knowledge: ‘it certainly moves like a
bird’. This clause is marked by a confirmative clitic.

Based on the preceding examples, mediative marking could be analysed as
evidentiality marking. The confirmative and mirative clitics would encode first-hand
(or general) versus second-hand (or inferred) knowledge, respectively. The system
of evidentiality marking would not be fully grammaticalized, since clauses may well
appear without an evidential marker.

However, other instances of mediative marking show that the clitics encode more
than the source of evidence only. The example below is a common start of a
conversation when two people meet. The dialogue takes place before the actual
greeting starts.

neé—po=gé
be:SG-28G=MIR
So you are present?!

N nee-S1=gaN
yes be:SG-1SG=CONF
Yes I am around!

In this dialogue the speaker in the first clause shows his surprise to meet the
addressee. Rather than inference or second-hand knowledge, the use of the mirative
clitic expresses the attitude about the information in the utterance. The information
is true (‘you are present’) and first-hand knowledge, but the speaker wants to
express his surprise about the facts.

In the second clause the other participant reconfirms the information of the first
clause: ‘I am present indeed’. This clause is marked by the confirmative clitic. The
mediative marker does not comment on the source of evidence for this utterance, but
it gives information on the attitude of the speaker: he commits himself to the validity
of the information he is presenting.

The same certainty about the information by speakers is expressed in the utterance
below. It is a common way of announcing that the speakers leave the addressee.
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ni7I=g6=0=y4666
g0:PL=CONF=1PL=EXCL
We leave now, we really go now!

The confirmative marker is also used in affirmative clauses, which reply to yes/no-
questions. A yes/no-question may indicate that someone is in doubt. Instead of a
simple yes or no, the other may reply by using a clause with a confirmative marker.
In this way the answer shows the speaker is certain about the information. The reply
may be more convincing to the addressee.

[i-po=ne
come:SG-2SG:NR=Y/NQ
Will you (really) come?

e [i-S1=gana
yes come:SG-1SG:NR=CONF
Yes, I will definitely come!

Two further examples of mirative-marked clauses show the surprise by the speaker.
Both clauses are part of the story of Hare and Rooster in which Rooster pretends to
have left the house, leaving his body behind. In the following sentence Hare
wonders if it can be true: did Rooster really cut off his head, as his wife said?

?eheéé ?4rad=gé pli-n k66—s—¢, tse€—n=s171  tsheé

INTJ real=MIR  meat-DEF  be present:SG-BE-3 head-DEF=TOP2 not_be:3

Ehee, so it’s true!? The body is here, but the head is not.

Later on, Hare tries to cut off his head and leave the body himself but dies. Rooster
discovers his dead friend and is surprised that, apparently, his friend must be stupid.

hi-a ?ix=a p|lwé-ts’=IT1 Kk’atbé=gé=a
SUB:CNJ-3  thus=3 do-MID1=SUB  be_stupid=MIR=3
If he has done this to himself, he must be stupid!

The examples show that the mediative category in Sandawe is more than the
encoding of pure evidentiality. The mirative marker is used to express surprise about
the information presented. The speaker almost wonders whether it is really true, but
apparently, to his/her surprise, there is evidence that it must be true. Confirmative-
marked clauses on the other hand express the certainty with which the speaker
presents the information. At least for the speaker there is no doubt about the truth of
the utterance.
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5.5. The general question marker =ni

Apart from question words (section 8.1), Sandawe has two clitics to mark
interrogatives:

- the general question marker =na
- the marker =ne which codes yes/no-questions

The yes/no-question marker =ne is treated in section 5.4. The clitic is part of the set
of mediative clitics.

The question marker =n4 is used in most interrogatives and marks the clause as a
question. It occurs both in questions with and without question words.

hétsd  ’06wé—s0=na
what? find.30-3PL:NR=Q
What will they find?

gingiyo=na
Gingiyo=Q
(And what about) Gingiyo?

2 hdéw=nid hébe
INTJ DEMl.m=Q  what?
Ah, what is this?

The general question marker is a clitic which attaches to different parts of speech
such as noun phrases, pronouns, question words and verbs. The clitic is attached to
the very end of the phonological phrase, after any clitics of the clitic complex. It is
not necessarily part of the clitic complex, as opposed to the yes/no question marker,
see section 5.7.

mmm, hapi=si?i=nd, hiki=1 |an
INTJ YOu=TOP2=Q how?=2sG see
Hmm, and, you, how do you see it?

phitl’ ima=neé=na
peace=Y/NQ=Q
Is there peace? (Introductory greeting)

The variable position of the general question marker in the clause indicates its
relation to the marking of information structure. The presence of the marker on non-
question words seems to lend extra prominence to the element. This analysis cannot
explain all occurrences of the marker, for example the post-verbal position in
hotso I’06wéso=na ‘What will they find?’. In this case, the fact that it is attached to
an element at the end of the clause may indicate that the marker is a clause-final
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clitic with scope over the clause; as opposed to the phrase-final position in other
examples where the marked phrase is given extra prominence.

5.6. The exclamatory marker =y666

The clitic =y866 is a narrative device which is used by the speaker to attract the
attention of the listener(s) to the utterance and to keep a story going.*' The marker is
mainly used in story-telling, where it appears frequently.

The position of the clitic is almost free. The exclamatory marker is commonly used
in combination with the narrative interjection wétsha(na). The narrative interjection
is used either in between clauses (optionally followed by a co-ordinating
conjunction), or after a co-ordinating conjunction, at the second position of the
clause.

..kwaa tseé—y | Niya-sa-na hiky wétshanad=y666 saa kwaf; ...
CNJ2.0PT.3 head-DEF dance-NMN3-DIR go:SG NARR:INTJ=EXCL  CNJ2.3fSG be shocked

... so that the head goes to dance.” Hear! And she was shocked...

paa  wétsha=y666  p|0msd—n-si—ts’=a k4?4 ...

CNJ2.3 NARINTJ=EXCL  wife-DEF-f-LOC=3 that

Hear! So he said to his wife: ...

In clauses without narrative interjection, the exclamatory marker can be part of the
clitic complex. In these instances it appears as the final element of the complex
(after the subject clitic).

ni=20=y666
g0:PL=1PL:OPT=EXCL
Let’s go!
k’waw=4=y666

be ill=3=EXCL

He is ill!

Most frequently however, the marker does not form a complex with the subject clitic
and is put immediately after the verb.

I The marker is consistently transcribed with three vowel symbols with high tones. Being a
narrative device, the length of the marker is variable and may be extended by the speaker. The
three vowel symbols therefore represent the extra long duration of the vowel. The pitch on
which the particle is realized is also variable. This is represented in the orthograpy by an
additional upstep: =Ty660.
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?2a tané=y666 malambd hesé-iy
CNJ2.3PL pull=EXCL  big trough  they-POSS
And they pulled their big trough!

pit kéngéra?a méé=1  siyé
CNJ2.2SG  axe big=2sG  take:SG
Then you take a big axe ...

haa theé méé=1 pi X0X0—56=y666

and tree big=2sG  CNJ2.2SG hammer-FACT=EXCL

and a big piece of wood and then you hammer!
hiy-a23  nit=y666171 2% wétsha=y666 a4  1’06wé
SUB:CNJ-3PL  gO:PL=EXCL=SUB CNJ2.3PL  NAR:INTJ=EXCL CNJ2.3pL find.30

When they go (to the beehive), hear!, they find it (smelling substance)!

Occasionally the exclamatory marker is attached to the verb before the subject clitic:

nipg*gwé—44 biry  kho6=a Po6wé=1Ty  dara=y666-1
cat-SFOC mouse  (POSS.)home=3 find.30=suUB Wwait=EXCL-3:NR

If a cat finds the home of a mouse, he will wait!

Finally, there are two examples in which the exclamatory clitic is neither part of a
clitic complex, nor attached to a verb.

jeé2e=y666 paa konkéri-ng—aa max—60=2a tipgé—kw—¢é
so_then=EXCL CNJ2.3  rooster-DEF-SFOC be smart-NMN=3 set_trap.30-BEN-30
One day Rooster set him a trap of smartness.

p|lo6  heéw=y666  ts’ik’a=ne ts’ik’—aa
child DEM1.m=EXCL ts’ik’a=Y/NQ ts’ik’a-SFOC
This child! Is it ts’ik’a’s disease? It is ts’ik’a’s disease.

The exclamatory marker serves to attract the attention of the listener(s). In narrative
settings, the marker is a device that keeps the story going. When the exclamatory
clitic is attached to a verb (without being part of a clitic complex), the marker may
add intensity or duration to the verbal semantics. The verb that carries the
exclamatory clitic is sometimes a repetition of the verb in a preceding clause.
dara=y666 haa tli=tsheé

wait.EXCL and come Out=NEG1.3

He waited a long time, but it didn’t come out! (he waited and waited!)
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?2a pindds—6=?a badra. pundisé=y666
CNJ2.3PL swim-NMN=3PL  begin = swim=EXCL
And they began to swim. And they swam! (they swam and swam!)

paa tha=y666 mni—n @gélé |’4pki=a |jaki m-y ?iyé-n  ‘mantshd
CNJ2.3 run:SG=EXCL CNJ-CL  baobabup=3 land and-CL stay:SG-VL VV.eat
He ran! And landed on a baobab, and was eating (he flew for a long time, at high

speed)

ts’uts’i-—ng=1  siyé-n  pararé=y666  pi1 tétékw—E

charcoal-DEF=2SG take:SG-VL draw=EXCL CNJ2.2SG remove-30

You take the charcoal and you draw! Then you take it (the wood) out (you draw and
draw, the whole outline)

5.7. The clitic complex

The clitics which are described in the previous sections, viz. subject/modality
markers, negation markers, mediative markers, the general question marker and the
exclamatory marker, are frequently combined to form a clitic complex. The clitic
complex consists of two or three elements and attaches to a host. The
subject/modality clitic is almost always part of the complex in verbal clauses. This
clitic may be accompanied by a negation marker, a mediative marker, and/or the
general question marker and exclamatory marker.

h-s1-ga%
come:SG-1SG:NR=CONF

I will certainly come!
mana-ts’i-1=ts’é=ga?a
know-MID1-3:NR=NEG2=CONF
It certainly won’t be known.

ni-y  ka?4 hétl p|eé-ki-4=ne=2
CNJ-CL  that  there enter-COM-30=Y/NQ=2PL
And he asked: “Did you bring him in there?”

niTi=g6=0=y666
£0:PL=CONF=1PL=EXCL
Hear, we leave now!

The subject marker is a central element in the complex: the type of subject/modality
clitic determines the variation in the order of the clitics. Furthermore, the type of
subject marker determines the position of the complex in the clause.
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Depending on the type of subject/modality clitic in the complex, two basic orders
are distinguished. The first pattern is found when the subject/modality clitic is of the
non-realis series:

Clitic complex pattern I:
-non-realis subject =NEG2 =CONF |MIR | Y/NQ =Q | EXCL

Non-realis clitic complexes always attach to a verbal host. The subject marker is the
first element of the complex and may be followed by the negation marker =‘ts’é.
The third position in the complex may either be the confirmative marker =ga?a,
mirative marker =ge, or the yes/no-question marker =ne, which exclude each other.
The final position may be occupied by the question marker =né or the exclamatory
marker =y666, which do not co-occur in one clitic complex. These two clitics are
distinct from the other elements, because both may also occur outside the clitic
complex. When used outside the clitic complex, the markers may be attached to a
different host in the sentence, e.g. tsi waré=na k66sé=ne ‘Is my friend around?’ (for
more information, see also sections 5.5 and 5.6).

Pattern I also applies to clauses containing a special verb (section 6.7). The initial
subject marker for these verbs is of a dedicated series of subject markers, which is
formally almost identical to the non-realis series.

A variant of pattern I applies to the clitic complexes in negative realis clauses. The
subject marker is incorporated in the negation marker (NEG1) on the first position:

=NEGl =CONF|MIR|Y/NQ =Q|EXCL
Similar to pattern I, negative realis clitic complexes are always attached to the verb.
thathurg—na  ni?i-wa=tshé

Datooga-DIR g0:PL-PL2=NEG1.3PL
They usually do not go to the Datooga. (Saying)

hapd  ‘roy khé?é="tshé
you POSS.voice hear=NEG1.1SG
[ didn’t hear your voice.

hewé ‘||hon—ta-nd  khwaa=tsheé=ga?a
he POSS.cave-in-DIR  return=NEG1.3=CONF
He surely didn’t return in his cave.

The second pattern summarizes the structure of clitic complexes with a realis,
optative or hortative clitic.
Clitic complex pattern II:

=CONF | MIR | Y/NQ =subject/modality =Q|EXCL
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One important difference between this type of complex and the non-realis clitic
complex is the position of the subject/modality marker, which occurs after the
mediative marker.

Note that pattern II complexes only occur in affirmative clauses. Negative realis
clauses contain pattern I complexes; negative optative and negative hortative clauses
have a free-standing negation marker (meé), with an attached subject/modality clitic.
No further clitics are attached to this negation marker.

The position of the clitic complex in the clause depends on the type of
subject/modality clitic in the complex. Pattern I clitic complexes always attach to the
verb. The position of the complex in realis, optative and hortative clauses (pattern II)
is more variable. It is determined by the syntactic properties of the subject/modality
clitic which may be influenced by the grammatical marking of focus (see also
section 5.2.2). The complex is attached to non-subject constituents. The complex is
most frequently attached to a preverbal position (object constituents, postpositional
phrases, or adverbs preceding the verb), but it can also occur on the verb. Compare
the following examples:

2iX1=g6=0 matindd-xX1-siy  ndé-wa
thus-CONF-1PL Matuunda-COLL-we  stay:PL-PL2
This is how we live with Matuunda.

maté=ni=1=na  ‘siyé
gourd=Y/NQ=2sG=Q sV.take:SG
Did you take the gourd?
matd  siyé=ni=i

gourd take:SG=Y/NQ=2SG
Did you take the gourd?

The difference between the preverbal and verbal position of the complex in the latter
two clauses signals a shift in question focus: in the clause where the complex is
attached to the object constituent (with the question marker —nd), the focus is on the
object, the gourd. The clause with the clitic complex on the verb has no constituent
focus.
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