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Hawar Khalil Taher Nerwiy (1970) was born in Beruman, a village in Duhok province in 

Iraqi Kurdistan near the border with Turkey. After years as an itinerant student in Iraq and 
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becoming certified for Dutch, NT2 II, and English, as well as fulfilling some other academic 

requirements, Nerwiy began his formal academic career by majoring in Middle Eastern 

Studies at Utrecht University in 2001. There he earned his Master’s degree in Islam in the 

Modern World in 2006. Then, at the same university, he went on to complete his Master’s 

courses in the International Relations in 2009. Since 2008, he has been enrolled as Ph.D. 

student at Leiden University. 

 


