
 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/19963  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 

Author: Hussain, Rana Muhammad Fraz            
Title: WRKY transcription factors involved in PR-1 gene expression in Arabidopsis     
Date: 2012-10-17 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/19963


 

159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 



 

 

 



Acknowledgements 

161 

 

All praises to Allah Almighty who created the universe and knows whatever is 

in it, hidden or evident, and who bestowed upon me the intellectual ability and 

wisdom to search for its secrets. 

Starting from the beginning, I want to thank the Higher Education 

Commission (HEC) of Pakistan, whose scholarship showed me the way to the 

Clusius lab in Leiden. There I got an acceptance from Prof. Dr. Johan Memelink, 

who opened the doors of his lab and to whom I am thankful for the opportunity 

to learn science in Leiden. The Netherlands Organization for International 

Cooperation in Higher Education (NUFFIC) is greatly acknowledged for 

managing my scholarship and health insurance during my stay in the 

Netherlands.   

I feel much pleasure in expressing my heartiest gratitude to my ever-

affectionate supervisor Dr. Huub Linthorst for his dynamic and friendly 

supervision and whose inspiring attitude made it very easy to undertake this 

project. It was only through his guidance that my efforts were fruitful. 

I express my heartiest and sincerest gratitude to my lab colleagues Marcel, Ana, 

Hongtao, Dr. Guillaume, Dr. Fang,  Meiliang, Karel, Dalia, Kaixuan and Yingjie 

for their valuable suggestions, sympathetic attitude, and work discussions 

during the course of my studies. Some experiments would not have been 

possible without the technical help of the very experienced professionals Ward 

and Gerda. I especially appreciate your help to turn long hours of work into a 

very pleasant experience. 

To me, there is nothing better than having good friends, so great pride 

is with me while thanking my friends in and outside Leiden: Aamir Aslam, 

Aamir Bhai, Farooq, Imran, Kashif, Khurrum, Majid, Muzamal, Nadeem, 

Qammar, Shabaz, Soban Bhai, Sohail, Tariq Bhai, Yahya, and Waseem Bhai. I 

would like to thank all the Pakistani families in Leiden for their friendly 

company and for offering nice dishes away from home. Special thanks to 



Acknowledgements 

162 

 

Hasnain Bhai for his care in and outside the lab and to his wife for taking care 

of all the good food. I want to say special thanks to my all-time blooming 

flowers, Muhammad Khurshid, Muhammad Tayyab Akhtar and Zeshan 

Hassan for their good wishes, inspiring and excellent cooperation and 

encouraging attitude. When back in Pakistan, I would like to thank Jam Tayyib, 

Mian Mehmood, Adnan Akhter, Qaiser Farid and Ikram Anwar for their true 

and long lasting friendship. 

Words are lacking to express my humble obligation for my affectionate 

sisters for their sacred prayers and gracious behavior. I would like to say special 

thanks to my special friend in the USA for nice and valuable gossips, caring and 

cheering behave, and ever ready smiling face.    

 Last but certainly not least, deepest appreciations are extended to my 

beloved Parents, for my success is really the fruit of their devoted prayers and 

encouragement. I am greatly indebted and submit my earnest thanks to my 

brother, Jawad. May Almighty Allah bless them with good health and 

prosperous long lives and be a source of prayer for me. 

 

 

 

Rana Muhammad Fraz Hussain 


