
A view to a kill : investigating Middle Palaeolithic subsistence using a
optimal foraging perspective
Dusseldorp, G.L.

Citation
Dusseldorp, G. L. (2009, April 2). A view to a kill : investigating Middle Palaeolithic
subsistence using a optimal foraging perspective. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13713
 
Version: Corrected Publisher’s Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13713
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13713


197

Acknowledgements

First, I would like to mention my promotores Wil Roebroeks and Raymond Corbey, for rescuing me 
from a dire time of  employment in commercial archaeology in the province of  Zeeland and their 
patience during the process of  writing this thesis.

The research reported in this thesis was funded by the Dutch Organisation for Scientific Research 
(NWO) as part of  the research project “Thoughtful Hunters? The archaeology of  Neanderthal 
communication and cognition”. This work benefited greatly from discussions with the other project 
members, Najma Anwar and Kathy MacDonald. 

The people active in the section “Human Origins” of  the Faculty of  Archaeology of  Leiden 
University, Alexander Verpoorte, Adam Jagich and Mark Sier also provided important support and 
critically read large parts and in some cases all of  this thesis. Wei Chu also read parts of  the thesis 
and was forced to talk over stuff  related to the writing of  during long sessions in de Bontekoe.

Discussions, lunches, borrels and other interactions with colleagues Dianne van der Zande, Daan 
Isendoorn, Jimmy Mans, Welmoed Out, Ellis Grootveld and Stijn Arnoldussen provided me with 
inspiration and the essential distractions needed in order to complete a thesis. Erik van Rossenberg 
is thanked for the enormous amount of  valuable literature he pointed out as well as being at the 
Faculty every weekend and drinking litres of  coffee with me. Special thanks are due to colleagues 
Arne Wossink, Eva Kaptijn and Luc Amkreutz who were continually pestered over a period of  five 
years for help with software problems, to supply translations, to download scientific papers while 
I was on holiday and unable to access digital journals, they solved many of  the problems I en-
countered while writing this thesis. Alistair Bright not only took part in the foregoing activities but 
also expertly read the whole thesis. Els Koeneman provided invaluable support, in ordering books, 
lending unlendable books over weekends etc. Medy Oberendorff  patiently drew the figures in this 
thesis.

Outside the department, much support was drawn from Nijland and Tuin who sacrificed many hours 
of  their valuable time drinking coffee with me. Yearformation Orion is to be thanked for their will-
ingness to take me to bars, giving me the opportunities to reflect on matters other than Neanderthal 
behaviour. Similar support was offered by Valentijn van den Brink whom I bored with musings 
about the state of  Dutch archaeology in general and my thesis in particular for long hours.

My parents and brother are to be thanked for their patience and continued support.

Finally, Geeske thank you for dealing so patiently yet expertly with my continued laziness and indo-
lence. As my final stelling says: Without a Graduate School this thesis would have been finished soon-
er. Without you, this thesis might not have been finished for years to come, or ever for that matter. 


