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Preface

My interest in the relationship between decentralization and political parties
developed when I was a junior researcher at the German Development Institute
(DIE) in Bonn. Upon completing my MA in 2004, I entered the world of policy
advice and became partof a research group commissioned to assess decentralization
reforms in Ecuador and to map the role of development cooperation in the
process. After decades spent focusing on technical cooperation, the development
community has now turned its attention to issues of “good governance”.
Decentralization is seen as a core component of state modernization programs
and considerable efforts are devoted to promoting it. By December 2008 the
Inter-American Development Bank alone had granted loans for more than
US$1 billion to support decentralization and the development of subnational
government in the Americas (Inter-American Development Bank 2009a). At the
same time, however, the realization that development cannot be brought about
by external actors and therefore requires the articulation of domestic political
strategies has renewed interest in political parties. Party-building has become
a prominent item on the agenda of the development community. The thirteen
organizations surveyed by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA), which include the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty
Democracy (NIMD) and various German political foundations (e.g. Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung), currently spend almost €140 million per year on party assistance
(Catén 2007: 12). Yet, while both decentralization and party-building are focal
points for development cooperation, the way decentralization affects parties,
and how parties are shaped by the state reforms recommended by international
institutions, remain poorly understood. This study seeks to shed light on this
important relationship.
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