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FACTS AND FIGURES 
 
 
 
Croatia – Geographical and political profile 
Official name Republic of Croatia (Republika Hrvatska) 
Independence 25 June 1991 
Area 56,542 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (932 km), Hungary (329 km), Serbia (241 
km), Montenegro (25 km), Slovenia (670 km), coastline (5,835 km) 

Population 4.5 million (2007, est.) 
Density 78 inhabitants per km² 
Distribution 53.3% urban population, 46.7% rural population (2002) 
Population profile Croat (89.6%), Serb (4.5%), Bosniak (0.47%), Hungarian (0.37%), 

Czech (0.34%), Slovene (0.3%), Roma (0.21%) (2001 census) 
Languages Croatian (96.1%), Serbian (1%), other, including Italian, Hungarian, 

Czech, Slovak and German (2.9%) (2001 census) 
Religions Roman Catholic (87.8%), Orthodox (4.4%), Muslim (1.3%), 

Protestant (0.3%), others (6.2%) 
Life expectancy Average: 74.9 years, male: 71.3 years, female: 78.8 years (2007 est.) 
Main political parties 
in Parliament (152 
seats) 

HDZ - Croatian Democratic Union (63), SDP - Social Democratic 
Party (34), HNS - Croatian People’s Party (11), HSS - Croatian 
Peasants’ Party (9) 

President Stjepan (Stipe) MESIC (HNS, since 18 February 2000) 
Prime Minister Ivo SANADER (HDZ, since 9 December 2003) 

 
Croatia – Economic profile 
GDP Approx. €27.6 billion (2004) 
GDP per capita €6,200 in purchasing power standards (48.86% of EU-25 average) 

(2004) 
Economic growth 5.3% in 2003; 3.8% in 2004; 4.3% in 2005; 4.6% in 2006 
Inflation rate  3.4% (2006 est.) 
Unemployment rate  17.2% (2006 official) 
Population below 
poverty line 

11% (2003) 

Currency  Kuna (HRK) 
Government budget 
balance  

-3.9% of GDP 

Current account 
balance 

-7.7% of GDP (second quarter of 2006, four quarter moving 
average) 

Foreign debt  82.5% of GDP (end 2005) 



FACTS AND FIGURES XXVIII 

Croatia – Economic profile (cont’d) 
Natural resources oil, some coal, bauxite, low-grade iron ore, calcium, gypsum, 

natural asphalt, silica, mica, clays, salt, hydropower 
Agricultural products wheat, sugar beets, sunflower seed, barley, alfalfa, clover, olives, 

citrus, grapes, soybeans, potatoes, livestock, dairy products 
Industries chemicals and plastics, machinery, fabricated metal, electronics, pig 

iron and rolled steel products, aluminium, paper, wood products, 
construction materials, textiles, shipbuilding, petroleum (refining), 
food and beverages, tourism 

Export products transport equipment, textiles, chemicals, foodstuffs, fuels 
Import products machinery, transport and electrical equipment, chemicals, fuels and 

lubricants, foodstuffs 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Export: Italy 21.8%, Bosnia and Herzegovina 14.7%, Germany 
10.7%, Slovenia 8.1%, Austria 7.3% (2005) 
Import: Italy 15.9%, Germany 14.9%, Russia 9.1%, Slovenia 6.8%, 
Austria 5.8%, China 4.7%, France 4.2% (2005) 

Trade with the EU  Exports to the EU: 64% of total (€3.92 billion) (2005)  
Imports from the EU: 70% of total (€9.78 billion) (2005) 
Trade deficit = €5.86 billion 

 
Macedonia – Geographical and political profile 
Official name The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Independence 8 September 1991 
Area 25,333 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries 

Albania (151 km border), Serbia (221 km), Bulgaria (148 km), 
Greece (246 km), coastline (0 km) 

Population 2.06 million (2007 est.) 
Density 78.7 inhabitants per km² 
Population profile Macedonian (64.2%), Albanian (25.2%), Turkish (3.9%), Roma 

(2.7%), Serb (1.8%), Bosniak (0.8%), Vlach (0.5%), other (0.9%) 
(2002 census) 

Languages Macedonia (66.5%), Albania (25.1%), Turkish (3.5%), Serbia 
(1.2%), other (3.7%) 

Religions Orthodox (64.8%), Muslim (33.3%), other (1.9%) (2002 census) 
Life expectancy Average: 74.2 years, male: 71.7 years, female: 76.9 years (2007 est.) 
Main political parties 
in Parliament (120 
seats) 

VMRO-DPMNE (VMRO-Democratic Party for Macedonia 
National Unity) (45), SDSM (Social Democratic Union of 
Macedonia) (32), BDI/DUI (Democratic Union of Integration) (17), 
PDSh-DPA (Democratic Party of Albanians) (11) 

President Branko CRVENKOVSKI (SDSM, since 12 May 2004) 
Prime Minister Nikola GRUEVSKI (VMRO-DPMNE, since 26 August 2006) 
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Macedonia – Economic profile 
GDP Approx. €4.3 billion (2004) 
GDP per capita  €5,600 in purchasing power standards (25% of EU-25 average) 

(2004) 
Economic growth 4.0% in 2005; 3.1% in 2006 
Inflation rate 3% (2006 est.) 
Unemployment rate 37.3% (2005 ILO definition) 
Population below 
poverty line 

30% (2005) 

Currency Macedonian Denar (MKD) 
Government budget 
balance 

2005 budget surplus: 0.3% of GDP (general government) 

Current account 
balance 

-1.4% of GDP ( 2005) 

Foreign debt 38% of GDP (natura, August 2006) 
Natural resources low-grade iron ore, copper, lead, zinc, chromite, manganese, nickel, 

tungsten, gold, silver, asbestos, gypsum, timber, arable land 
Agricultural products grapes, wine, tobacco, vegetables, milk, eggs 
Industries food processing, beverages, textiles, chemicals, iron, steel, cement, 

energy, pharmaceuticals 
Export products food, beverages, tobacco, textiles, miscellaneous manufactures, iron 

and steel 
Import products machinery and equipment, automobiles, chemicals, fuels, food 

products 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Export: Serbia and Montenegro 22.5%, Germany 17.8%, Greece 
15.3%, Italy 8.3% (2005)  
Import: Russia 13.2%, Germany 10.4%, Greece 9.2%, Serbia and 
Montenegro 8.2%, Bulgaria 7.3%, Italy 6% (2005) 

Trade with the EU Exports to the EU: 52.3% of total (2004)  
Imports from the EU: 64.4% of total (2004) 

 
Albania – Geographical and political profile 
Official name Republic of Albania 
Independence 28 November 1912 
Area 28,748 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries 

Greece (282 km), FYROM (151 km), Montenegro (172 km), Serbia 
(115 km), coastline (362 km) 

Population 3.6 million (2007 est.) 
Density 109 inhabitants per km² 
Distribution 44% urban population, 56% in rural areas 
Population profile Albania (95%), Greek (3%), other (2%) (Vlach, Roma, Serb, Mace-

donian, Bulgarian) (1989 est.) 
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Albania – Geographical and political profile (cont’d) 
Languages Albanian, Greek, Vlach, Romani, Slavic dialects 
Religions Muslim (70%), Albanian Orthodox (20%), Roman Catholic (10%) 

(est.) 
Life expectancy Average: 77.6 years, male: 74.9 years, female: 80.5 years (2007 est.) 
Main political parties 
in Parliament 
(140 seats) 

Democratic Party (56), Socialist Party (42), Republican Party (11), 
Party of Social Democracy (7), Liberal Union Party (5), other (19)  

President Alfred MOISIU (DP, since 24 June 2002) 
Prime Minister Sali BERISHA (SP, since 10 September 2005) 

 
Albania – Economic profile 
GDP Approx. €5.4 billion (2004) 
GDP per capita €3,983 in purchasing power standards (8% of EU-25 average) 

(2003 est.) 
Economic growth  3.4% in 2002; 6.0% in 2003; 6.3% in 2004; 5% in 2006 
Inflation rate 2.4% in 2003; 3.4% in 2004; 2.5% in 2006 
Unemployment rate  13.8% (2006, official) 
Population below 
poverty line 

25% 

Currency  Lek 
Government budget 
balance  

-4.9% of GDP (2004) 

Current account 
balance  

-6.0% of GDP (2004) 

Foreign debt  20.2% of GDP (2003) 
Natural resources petroleum, natural gas, coal, bauxite, chromite, copper, iron ore, 

nickel, salt, timber, hydropower 
Agricultural products wheat, corn, potatoes, vegetables, fruits, sugar beets, grapes, meat, 

dairy products 
Industries food processing, textiles and clothing, lumber, oil, cement, 

chemicals, mining, basic metals, hydropower 
Export products textiles and footwear, asphalt, metals and metallic ores, crude oil, 

vegetables, fruits, tobacco 
Import products machinery and equipment, foodstuffs, textiles, chemicals 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Export: Italy 72.4%, Greece 10.5%, Serbia and Montenegro 5% 
(2005)  
Import: Italy 29.3%, Greece 16.4%, Turkey 7.5%, China 6.6%, 
Germany 5.4%, Russia 4% (2005) 

Trade with the EU  Exports to EU-25: €1.11 million (2003) 
Imports from EU-25: €368 million (90%) (2003) 
Trade deficit = €393 million 
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Bosnia-Herzegovina – Geographical and political profile 
Official name  Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Independence 1 March 1992 
Entities Federation of BiH, Republika Srpska, Brcko district 
Area  51,129 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries  

Croatia (932 km), Montenegro (225 km), Serbia (302 km), coastline 
(20 km) 

Population  4.5 million (2007 est.) 
Density  71 inhabitants per km² (est.) 
Distribution  43% urban population, 57% rural population (est.) 
Population profile  Bosniak (48%), Serb (37.1%), Croat (14.3%), other 0.6% (2000 est.) 
Languages  Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian 
Religions Muslim (40%), Orthodox (31%), Catholic (15%), Protestant (4%), 

other (10%) (est.) 
Life expectancy  Average: 78.2 years, male: 74.6 years, female: 82.0 years (2007 est.) 
Main political parties 
in the House of 
Representatives 
(42 seats) 

Party for Democratic Action (SDA, Bosniak) (9), Party for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (SBiH, Bosniak) (8), Party of Independent Social 
Democrats (SNSD, Serb) (7), Social Democratic Party of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (SDP BiH, multi-ethnic) (5), Croatian Democratic 
Union of Bosnia and Herzegovina (HDZ, Croat) (3), Serb Demo-
cratic Party (SDS, Serb) (3), Croat Democratic Union 1990 (HDZ 
1990, Croat) (2) 

Presidency (rotating) Nebojsa RADMANOVIC (Serb), Haris SILAJDZIC (Bosniak) and 
Zeljko KOMSIC (Croat) (since November 2006) 

Prime Minister BiH Nikola SPIRIC (since 11 January 2007) 
Prime Minister RS Milorad DODIK (since November 2006) 
Prime Minister FBiH Nedzad BRANKOVIC (since March 2007) 

 
Bosnia-Herzegovina – Economic profile 
GDP Approx. €7.5 billion (2005) 
GDP per capita €933 (2005) 
Economic growth 6% (2006 est.) 
Inflation rate 8.2% (2006, following the introduction of VAT) 
Unemployment rate 45.5% (2005, official); 25-30% (2005, ILO standards) 
Population below 
poverty line 

25% 

Currency Convertible Mark (KM) 
Government budget 
balance 

+0.9% of GDP (2005) 

Current account 
balance 

-21.7% of GDP (2005) 
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Bosnia-Herzegovina – Economic profile (cont’d) 
Foreign debt 29% of GDP (2005) 
Natural resources coal, iron ore, bauxite, copper, lead, zinc, chromite, cobalt, 

manganese, nickel, clay, gypsum, salt, sand, forests, hydropower 
Agricultural products wheat, corn, fruits, vegetables, livestock 
Industries steel, coal, iron ore, lead, zinc, manganese, bauxite, vehicle 

assembly, textiles, tobacco products, wooden furniture, tank and 
aircraft assembly, domestic appliances, oil refining 

Export products metals, clothing, wood products 
Import products machinery and equipment, chemicals, fuels, foodstuffs 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Exports: Croatia 18.4%, Italy 17.1%, Slovenia 14.7%, Germany 
12.8%, Austria 6.5%, Hungary 5.2%, China 4.2% (2005)  
Imports: Croatia 24.7%, Germany 13.6%, Slovenia 13%, Italy 11%, 
Austria 6.9%, Hungary 5.5% (2005) 

Trade with the EU Exports to EU-25: €1.3 billion (2005)  
Imports from the EU-25: €2.7 billion (2005) 

 
Montenegro – Geographical and political profile 
Official name Republic of Montenegro 
Independence 3 June 2006 
Area 14,026 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries 

Albania (172 km), Croatia (25 km), Bosnia-Herzegovina (225 km), 
Serbia (203 km), coastline (293.5 km) 

Population 684,736 (July 2007 est.) 
Density 44.9 inhabitants per km² (est.) 
Distribution 60% urban population, 40% rural population 
Population profile Montenegrin (43%), Serb (32%), Bosniak (8%), Albanian (5%), 

Muslim (4%), Croat (1.1%), other (4.3%) 
Languages Serbian (official; Ijekavian dialect), Bosnian, Albanian, Croatian 
Religions Orthodox, Muslim, Catholic 
Life expectancy Average: 72.5 years, male: 71 years, female: 74 years 
Main political parties 
in Parliament (81 
seats) 

Coalition for European Montenegro (DPS/SDP) (39), Serbian List 
(12), Coalition SNP/NS/DSS (11), Movement for Changes (PZP) 
(11), Liberals and Bosniaks (3), Albanian minority parties (5) 

President Filip VUJANOVIC (since 11 May 2003) 
Prime Minister Zeljko STURANOVIC (since 13 November 2006) 

 
Montenegro – Economic profile 
GDP €1.67 billion (2006 est.) 
GDP per capita €2,950 in purchasing power standards (2006 est.) 
Economic growth 6.5% in 2006 
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Montenegro – Economic profile (cont’d) 
Inflation rate 3.4% (2004) 
Unemployment rate 27.7% (2005) 
Population below 
poverty line 

12.2% (2003) 

Currency Euro 
Government budget 
balance 

1.2% of GDP 

Current account 
balance 

-9.1% of GDP (2005) 

Foreign debt 27.6% of GDP (2005) 
Natural resources bauxite, hydroelectricity 
Agricultural products grains, tobacco, potatoes, citrus fruits, olives, grapes, sheepherding, 

commercial fishing negligible 
Industries steelmaking, aluminium, agricultural processing, consumer goods, 

tourism 
Export products aluminium and aluminium products (41%), beverages and tobacco 

(18%), wood and timber (8%) 
Import products electrical energy (6.8%), fuel (5.2%), motor vehicles (5.1%), 

medicaments (3.3%) 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Export: Serbia 42.6%, Italy 24.2%, Greece 9.0%, Switzerland 5.5%, 
BiH 3.7% (2004)  
Import: Serbia 34.8%, Italy 8.6%, BiH 5.5%, Greece 5.0%, 
Slovenia 5.0%, Germany 4.2% (2004) 

Trade with the EU Exports to EU-27: €287.7 million (2006) 
Imports from EU-27: €501.8 million (2006) 

 
Serbia – Geographical and political profile 
Official name Republic of Serbia 
Independence 5 June 2006 
Area 88,361 km² (at the time of writing still including Kosovo) 
Neighbouring 
countries 

Bulgaria (318 km), Romania (476 km), Hungary (151 km), Croatia 
(241 km), Bosnia-Herzegovina (302 km), Albania (115 km), 
FYROM (221 km), Montenegro (203 km), coastline (0 km) 

Population 10.15 million (including Kosovo, July 2007 est.) 
Density 84 inhabitants per km² 
Population profile Serbian (66%), Albanian (17%), Hungarian (3.9%), Romany 

(Gypsy) (1.4%), Bosniak (1.8%), Montenegrin (0.9%), other 9.0% 
(2002 census) 

Languages Serbian (88.3%), Hungarian (3.8%), Bosniak (1.8%), Romany 
(Gypsy) (1.1%), other 5% (2002 census)  
Note: Romanian, Hungarian, Slovak, Ukrainian and Croatian all 
official in Vojvodina; Albanian official in Kosovo 
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Serbia – Geographical and political profile (cont’d) 
Religions Serbian Orthodox (85%), Catholic (5.5%), Protestant (1.1%), 

Muslim (3.2%), other (5.2%) (2002 census) 
Life expectancy Average: 75.0 years, male: 72.5 years, female: 77.9 years (2007 est.)  
Main political parties 
Parliament (250 seats) 

SRS (81), DSS (64), DSS-NS (47), G17 Plus (19), SPS (16), LDP 
Coalition (15), other (8) 

President Boris TADIC (DS, since 11 July 2004) 
Prime Minister Vojislav KOSTUNICA (DSS, since 3 March 2004) 

 
Serbia – Economic profile 
GDP €32.97 billion (including Kosovo) (2006 est.) 
GDP per capita €2,506 in purchase power standards (2006 est.) 
Economic growth 5.9% in 2005; 6.3% in 2006 
Inflation rate 6.6% (2006) 
Unemployment rate 31.6% (2005) 
Population below 
poverty line 

30% (2003) 
Note: data covers the former Serbia and Montenegro (1999 est.) 

Currency Serbian Dinar (RSD) 
Government budget 
balance 

0.6% of GDP (2006) 

Current account 
balance 

-10.2% of GDP (2006) 

Foreign debt 61% of GDP (2006) 
Natural resources oil, gas, coal, iron ore, copper, lead, zinc, antimony, chromite, 

nickel, gold, silver, magnesium, pyrite, limestone, marble, salt, 
arable land 

Agricultural products wheat, maize, sugar beets, sunflower, beef, pork, milk 
Industries sugar, agricultural machinery, electrical and communication 

equipment, paper and pulp, lead, transportation equipment 
Export products manufactured goods, food (raspberries, frozen fruits) and live 

animals, machinery and transport equipment 
Import products oil, natural gas, transport vehicles, cars, machinery, food 
Most prominent 
trading partners 

Export: Italy 14.1%, BiH 11.7%, Montenegro 10.4%, Germany 
10.2%, FYROM 4.7% (2006)  
Import: Russia 14.5%, Germany 8.4%, Italy 7.3%, China 5%, 
Romania 3% (2006) 

Trade with the EU Exports to EU-25: 56% of total (2006)  
Imports from EU-25: 49% of total (2006) 
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Kosovo – Geographical and political profile 
Official name Kosovo (at the time of writing still part of Serbia but under the rule 

of the UNMIK pursuant to UNSC res. 1244) 
Area 10,887 km² 
Neighbouring 
countries 

FYROM (159 km), Albania (112 km), Montenegro (78.5 km), 
coastline (0 km) (Serbia: 351.5 km) 

Population 2.1 million (2006 est.) 
Density 193 inhabitants per km² (2006 est.) 
Distribution 60% rural population, 40% urban population (2006 est.) 
Population profile Albanian (90%), Serbian (5%), Bosniak (1.9%), Roma (1.7%), 

Turkish (1%), Ashkali, Egyptian, Gorani (0.4%) (2006 est.) 
Languages Albanian, Serbian 
Religions Muslim, Orthodox, Catholic 
Life expectancy Average: 69 years, male: 67 years, female: 71 years (2003 est.) 
Main political parties 
in Parliament 
(120 seats) 

LDK (46), PDK (30), AAK (9), SLKM (8), Ora (7), Bosniak Vakat 
coalition (4), KDTP (3), other (13) 

President Fatmir SEJDIU (LDK, since 10 February 2006) 
Prime Minister Agim CEKU (since 10 March 2006) 
UN SRSG (UNMIK) Joachim RUCKER 

 
Kosovo – Economic profile 
GDP €2.326 million (2004) 
GDP per capita €964.4 (2004) 
Economic growth 1.2% (2002), 3.1% (2003), 3.2% (2004), 3.5% (2005) 
Inflation rate 3.6% (2002), 1.1% (2003), 1.5% (2004), -0.5% (2005) 
Unemployment rate 57.1 (2001), 55% (2002), 49.7% (2003), 50% (2006) 
Population below 
poverty line 

N/A 

Currency Euro, Dinar 
Government budget 
balance 

6.2% of GDP (2002), 2.5% of GDP (2003), -3.8% of GDP (2004) 

Current account 
balance 

-11.6% of GDP (2002), -15.8% of GDP (2003), -18% of GDP 
(2004) 

Natural resources bauxite, coal, silver, nickel 
Agricultural products wheat, maize, livestock, dairy products 
Industries steel, mining  
Export products base metal and articles of base metal (58.2%), mineral products 

(18.8%), leather products (6.8%), prepared foodstuffs, beverages 
and tobacco (4.4%), machinery, appliances and electric materials 
(3.3%) (2006) 
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Kosovo – Economic profile (cont’d) 
Import products mineral products (19.6%), prepared foodstuffs, beverages and 

tobacco (13.4%), base metal and articles of base metal (10.3%), 
machinery, appliances and electric materials (9.0%) (2006) 

Main trading partners Export: Albania 20.0%, Macedonia 13.2%, Italy 8.4%, Greece 6.4% 
(2007) (Serbia 14.7%)  
Import: Macedonia 18.3%, Turkey 8.2%, Germany 7.0%, China 
5.7% (2007) (Serbia 14.4%) 

Trade with the EU Exports to the EU: 32.6% 
Imports from the EU: 33.3% (2007) 

 
Sources: WIIW Balkan Observatory, EUROSTAT, European Commission, DG 
ECFIN, CIA Word Factbook, IMF, UNMIK, Kosovo Statistical Office, OSCE, and 
Economist Intelligence Unit 


