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APPENDIX

I: COMPLAINT, PETITION, DENOUNCIATION LETTERS

1) Short description.

The corpus of letter used in this thesis is composed of almost 250 items. They were
sent to the Party headquarters in Ankara and are contained in the archive of the General
Secretariat of the Party to be found in the State Archives [T.C. Bagbakanlik Devlet
Arsivleri Genel Midirligii Cumhuriyet Arsivi Bagkanligi, CHP Arsivi]. They were
composed between 1934 and 1951 and came from all over Turkey with the exception of
the Vilayet of Ankara. In many cases the letters are attached to reports on the incident
the letter is referring to, usually written by Party Inspectors,”” or local Party and/or
Halkevi officials. In some rare cases, even state employees, a Kaymakam for example,
were one way or another contributing to this report-submitting bureaucratic
enterprise.”*’

The authors

A corpus of 245 letters has been used. The authors are more than 245, since a number of
collective petition/complaint letters are also contained. 85 persons — all male — without
any information about themselves, sign 66 letters, the largest group. Occasionally the
authors might add that they speak for, or in the name of, the Youth (gen¢lik adina,
genglik namina, gengler). The letters sent by Halkevi and Halkodalar1 chairmen form
the second largest category with 39 letters. Another 14 letters are signed by 24 Halkevi
members with no more information about their occupational status. Eleven
schoolteachers have also written to the Party. The next category is made up of 14 letters
signed by 18 civil servants (excluding schoolteachers). We also have six letters by four
ex and serving officers (Jandarma, subay, emekli jandarma, emekli subay). Another 14
letters were signed by 15 shopkeepers/artisans and merchants (ofel sahibi, garson, terzi,
tiiccar). Eleven persons sign twelve letters as Party chairman or member. Unsigned
letters form another major group among the corpus we have constructed. Some of their
authors conceal their name and sign as ‘a Party member’, ‘a citizen’, ‘a youth’, or ‘in
the name of (the local) youth’ (bir Partili, bir yurttas, bir geng, genglik namina, Sarigol
genligi). Two foremen in state owned factories, three students, two lawyers, five
Halkevi employees (katip, odacr), the president of a local cultural association, a district
officer (kaymakam), a local chairman of the opposition Party (Demokrat Parti bagkant),
and a fine arts self-employed instructor form the rest of the letters’ authors.

Based on the information provided by the authors, the majority of the letters was
compiled by teachers, lawyers, civil servants, and city merchants. The authors then can
be classified as city dwellers, predominately male, educated or at least literate. They can
be regarded as the genuine constituency of the People’s Houses and more generally the
part of the population closer and/or committed to the reforms and novelties conveyed to
the population by the People’s Houses. It is not a surprise that the Party too considered
these occupational groups as the core of the Houses” stuff.”’

™ On the CHP Party Inspectorship system (CHP Parti Miifettisligi) the only available work is
Kogak, Cemil, “Tek- Parti Déneminde Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’nde Parti Miifettisligi”, Tarik
Zafer Tunaya’ya Armagan, (Istanbul: Istanbul Barosu Yaynlari, 1992).

730 For further information on the letters and the petition writting phenomenon see Alexandros
Lamprou, “‘CHP Genel Sekreterligi Yiiksek Makamma’: 30’lu ve 40’11 yillarda Halkevleri’yle
ilgili CHP’ye gonderilen sikayet ve dilek mektuplar tizerine kisa bir s6z”, Kebikeg, No 23, (2007).
3! See Recep Peker’s speech at the opening ceremony of the first 14 Houses in 1932: “There is
great need of a guiding element that would be composed of all the mature/experienced people that
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Time frame

The number of letters is quite small and the period under consideration (17 years)
is quite short compared to the long history and the extent of the practice. Although,
then, it would be quite precarious to make standing generalization based on their
distribution upon the time frame, some initial suggestions can be offered. The bulk of
the letters were sent after 1938 till the late 1940s; 195 letters (91%) were composed
between 1938 and 1951. Conversely, we could only locate 20 letters sent between 1934
and 1938, which make up the rest 9% of our total. The letters seem to peak between the
years 1939 — 1940 (37 letters), 1942 — 1943 (41 letters), and 1946 — 1948 (58 letters). It
might be tempting to argue that these three peaks seem to coincide with the period after
the death of Atatiirk and the during the period when the power of Ismet Inonii was
consolidating, the period of World War II with its hardships, and the period of multi-
Party politics after 1946. But we cannot forcefully make a case that these three facts/set
of events in the political scene were the generating of this increase factors, especially
when they rarely form the explicit reason/basis for or content of the letters, let alone our
small statistical sample. The war period hardships for example, although mentioned in
other sources (Inspector’s and MPs’ reports, literature and even newspapers of the
period), practically never appear in our letters. The same applies to the political events
following the death of Atatiirk and the take-over by Ismet Inénii. Party politics, on the
other hand, or more specifically, the clashes between CHP and DP supporters, surfaces
in the letters after 1946 as the People’s Houses institution starts to form an issue of
dispute between the two political Parties.

The formation of this corpus of letters and, partly, its distribution upon the time
frame can be accounted for by other factors, such as archival and bureaucratic
necessities and organization. More specifically, some of the letters were forwarded to
other state offices (Police, Army, Ministries, etc) and thus are missing. The
(re)organization of the Party headquarters and the various policies followed or
introduced by consequent General Secretaries and other staff members could have an
impact on the archival remains of the Party. It is a fact that from the mid 1930s onwards
the amount of paperwork (reports, directives, incoming and outgoing papers) created,
received and processed by the CHP Genel Sekreterligi drastically increase. This can be
understood as a consequence of the reorganization(s) and refinement of the central Party
and its functions together with the parallel expansion of Party structures and
membership in the provinces. This factor, together with the gradual increase in the
numbers of the People’s Houses from the early 1940s can alone quite convincingly
account for the growing number of letters received by the CHP in the 1940s.

Data and some thoughts on the Topography of the material

More than half (126 letters or 51%) of the authors of the letters resided in small
provincial towns, mostly at the kaza (district) and to a lesser degress at the nahiye/bucak
(sub-district) administrative level. 90 letters, or 36% of the total, were sent from
provincial administrative centers (Vilayet). Only a 10 per cent of the authors (29 letters)
wrote from villages and their letters have mostly to do with the local People’s Room.

would function as educators.” In Ulkii, Vol. 1, (March 1933). In a dispatch to the Party branches
Recep Peker was once more referring to these ‘educated elements’: Efforts will be made to have,
civil servants or not, intellectuals from all the professions, especially teachers, come to the first
gathering that will take place with the aim to organize the opening.” In Cumhuriyet Halk Firkas:
Katibi umumliginin Firka Tegkilatina Umumi Tebligati, Vol. 1, (Ankara, 1933), 12/1/1932
telegram no 8.

294



This first distribution seems quite reasonable; the majority of the People’s Houses
were established in provincial centers firstly, and gradually in smaller provincial towns
(kasaba). By the late 1930s then the majority of the Houses were operating in provincial
towns. On the other hand, by the 1940s People’s Rooms were established in smaller
towns and village reaching as high as almost 5000 rooms by 1950. The fact that their
number is extremely higher than the Houses (less that 500 by 1950) makes the
percentage of the letters related to People’s Rooms disproportionally smaller and less
insignificant. From another point of view though, the majority of the villagers does not
fit with the residential, occupational and educational profile of our authors as described
above. As a matter of fact, most of the letters from villages were written by teachers, as
chairmen of the People’s Room and/or as representatives of the villagers.

Another remark has to be made in relation to the distribution of the letters in
accordance with the administrative/bureaucratic hierarchy (vilayet, kaza, nahiye). Two
towns that were both district (kaza) centers can be quite dissimilar between themselves
in economic, climatic, political and social terms, as well as in terms of population. The
same applies for Provincial centers as well; Istanbul or Izmir were very different in
many aspects from Mardin or Gaziantep, although all four are placed under the category
Vilayet center. Nevertheless, the fact that 90 % of the letters were sent from urban
centers — small or big — stands.

As for the geographic distribution of the letters, it is also too reasonable that the
majority was sent from the western and northern parts of the country. Only a 15% of the
letters was sent from 12 southeastern provinces (Siirt, Bingol, Agri, Hakkari, Mus,
Mardin, Erzincan, Diyarbakir, Van, Dogu Beyazit, Tunceli, Corum and Bitlis). A
variety of reasons can account for this; less Houses and Rooms;*? higher rates of
illiteracy; ethnic and linguistic diversity; less state presence; in most of the above
provinces the ruling Party had not established Party structures as late as the mid 1940s;
existence of a parallel administrative structure responsible for the area where grievances
might have probably been administered (General Inspectorships).

2) Petition letter of Mamurhan Ozsan, member of the Party Administrative Committee
of the province of Kayseri, the local Halkevi and the local Municipal Assembly

Sayin B. Memduh Sevket Esendal
Parti Genel Sekreterimiz 22/2/1945

Bir sene evvel evimi soymuglar biitiin kisik geyecek ve kullanacak esyandan beni
mahrum birakmiglardir. Insan yemeden yasayamadigi gibi geymeden’de yasayamiyor.
En miibremlerini tedarik etmek bu harp senelerinden kocamin maasgi yiiz liradan baska
gelirimiz olmadigindan bor¢lanmak mecburiyetinde kaldim. On bir seneden beri parti
vilayet idare heyeti azasiyim. Ug devredenberi’de Umumi Meclis azaswyim. Umumi
mecliste tek bir kadin azayim ve Divani Riyaset katibiyim. Halkevi Sosyal yardim kolu
Bagskaniyim. On bir senedir memleketimin ictimai ve siyasi islerinde canla’basla ¢alisan
bir insanim. Babam’da partide ter temiz uzun seneler hizmet etmis ve servetini
kaybetmis bir ihtiyardir.

732 The overall number of Houses in these 12 provinces was 47 out of 478 Houses in all Turkey
(9,8%) in 1949 according to a table Party document reproduced in Nurhan Karadag, Halkevleri
tiyatro ¢alismalar (Ankara: T.C. Kiltiir Bakanligi, 1998), p. 95. The same percentage applies to
the People’s Rooms in the eastern provinces.
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Gelirim yiiz liradan ibaret ve bor¢ igindeyim. Partinin bir ferdi sifatile beni bu dar
durumdan kurtaracak bir mevzuda yiiksek yardiminizi rica edecegim. Partimiz filen
calisanlart  Nizamnamesile'de diisiindiigiinden cesaret alarak zatialinize yazmak
mecburiyetinde kaldim.

Vaziyet su: Kayseri Umumi meclisi hali ictimada olup martin haftasina mesaisi bitecek.
Vilayet daimi enciimeninin tahsisati yiiz kirk lira oldugundan bu sene daimi enciimen
azaligim yiiksek yardiminizla bir parti azasi sifatiyle dileyorum. Bundan evvelki
devrelerde’de daimi enciimende kaldim. Falsosiz ¢alistim. Tek kadin oldugumdan
daima ekaliyetteyim. Menfaatlar: icabr erkek arkadaslar bu isi bana birakmak
istemezler. Bense bu sene giic durumda partimizin cidden yardimina muhtag bir
vaziyetteyim. Diyeceksinizki orada biiyiiklerinizle temas ediniz. Kadimim ricam geri
kalirsa izzeti nefsim incinir. Hem burada bu mevzuda menfaatler fazla carpsiyor.
Daima erkek arkadaglar kuvvetli oluyorlar.

Ben partili  bir kadin arkadas olarak ¢alisan ve ¢alismasini bilen memleket
hizmetlerinde erkek arkadagslardan fazla enerji ve vakit verebilen suurla ¢alisan ve bu
calismanin  bir defa’da miikafatini hakli olarak rica eden bu ricamin’da nazari
dikkatinizden kagmiyacagmnt iimit eden bir arkadasmizim.

Unmit ediyorum ki gerek vilayete gerek parti baskanina kiiciik bir emir ve isaretiniz beni
bu zor durumdan kurtarir ve bu vesile ile bor¢larimi da ddeyebilirim. Yiiksek partili ve
insani  sefkat ve himayenizin vakti gecmeden yetismesini en miigkiil durumdan
kurtarmanizi en derin saygi ve baghliklarimla arz ederim.

Kayseri CHP Vilayet idare kurulu ve
Umumi meclis tiyesi
Mamurhan Ozsan™?

3) Petition of Zatiye Tungug, former employee of the library of the People’s House of
Kayseri

Kayseri 21.8.1940
CHP Genel Sekreterligi yiiksek katina

Bendeniz Romanya muhacirlerindenim on sekiz yasinda kiz ¢ocuguyum iki sene evvel
tiirkiyaya geldik Kayser'de iskan edildik sekiz nufus aile sahibiyim dort kardegim
okutuyorum ihtiyar babam ve annem vardir onlarin hepsini ben gegindiriyorum bir sene
evvel kayseri Halkevi kiitiiphane memurluguna tayin edildim ve otuz lira iicret alirdim
bir sene zarfinda vazifemden hi¢ bir zaman ayrilmadigim gibi her gece saat on bire
kadar ¢alisirdim gegen giin hasta oldum Halkevi katibinden iki giin izin aldim ve iki giin
tedaviden sonra vazifeme devam edecegim zaman Halkevi reisi vazifeme nihayet verdi
halbuki halkevi katibi bana izin verdi halkevi reisi haftada bir giin daireye geldigi icin
tabi halkevi katibinden izin istemeye mecbur oldum simdi sekiz nufuslu ailemiz perigan
bir halde retettiler onun icin siz biiyiiklerimize derdimi anlatmayt kendime bir vazife
buldum geng¢ kiz oldugum icin baska yerlerde ¢alisamayorum sonra kayseriye iskan
edildigimiz icin bagka memleketlere gedemeyiz Bu hususta yine yerime ge¢cmem icin
delaletinizi bekler ellerinizden dperim.
Kayseri Eski halkevi kiitiiphane memuru
Romanya muhacirlerinden
Zatiye tungu§734

3 BCA CHP, 490.1/478.1947.1. The spelling of the original letter has been maintained.

* BCA CHP, 490.1/338.311.1. The spelling of the original letter has been maintained.
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