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If we stand on the shore and look at the sea,
we see the water, the waves breaking, the foam,
the sound, the air, the winds and the clouds,
the sun and the blue sky, and light.
There is sand and there are rocks.

There are animals and seaweed,
hunger and disease,
and the observer on the beach.

Any other spot in nature has a similar variety of things.
It is always as complicated as that, no matter where it is.
Curiosity demands that we ask questions,
that we try to understand this multitude of aspects as resulting from
the action of a relatively small number of elemental things,
and forces acting in an infinite variety of combinations.

Is the sand other than the rocks?
Is the moon a great rock?
Is the sand perhaps nothing but a great number of very tiny stones?

- Richard P. Feynman
The Feynman Lectures on Physics, p2-1
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