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“Therefore both writers and readers of history should not pay so much attention to the actual 

narrative of events, as to what precedes, what accompanies, and what follows each. For if we take 

from history the discussion of why, how, and wherefore each thing was done, and whether the 

result was what we should have reasonably expected, what is left is a clever essay but not a lesson, 

and while pleasing for the moment of no possible benefit for the future.”

Polybius, Histories

“The ultimate goal of the Atlantic nations should be 

to develop a genuine Atlantic commonwealth, in which common institutions 

are increasingly developed to address common problems.”

Dean Acheson, 1961 Report to President Kennedy

“When all is said and done, Great Britain is an island; 

France the cape of a continent; 

America another world.”

Charles de Gaulle, War Memoirs



Copyright © 2007 by Sebastian Reyn.

Editorial Note

For all editorial matters, I have followed The Chicago Manual of Style (Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, 1993, 14th edition). For reasons of readability, I have therefore made use of

English translations of French texts whenever these were available.



to Gioia, once again
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