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I remember starti ng off  as a very green PhD candidate at the end of 2007. Fresh from college I had 
sunk my teeth into fi nding a job in academic research especially in the fi eld of ornithology. I presented 
myself at the CML every day for a couple of months in a row to show my enthusiasm to Kees Musters, 
my co-promotor, and especially Geert de Snoo, my promotor, who advised me to stay put and wait for 
my chance. I am so grateful that Kees and Geert aft er a litt le while provided me with that opportunity. 
Even when I got (prett y) upset during my job interview when Geert asked me if I was moti vated 
enough both Geert and Kees kept believing I was the right man for this PhD positi on. Geert and Kees 
provided me with a safe and sti mulati ng working en vironment which were essenti al components 
for me during this PhD. Kees your ‘my door is always open policy’ made it very easy for me to stop 
by when I felt like discussing new questi ons and research directi ons or just to catch up. Geert never 
refrained from testi ng me by asking daring questi ons and pushing me out of my comfort zone. I miss 
our discussion meeti ngs where the three of us would have lively talks about manuscripts and what 
to do next with the thesis. Without your invaluable help I don’t think I could have fi gured out what 
directi on to take aft er the initi al idea for the thesis lead to a dead end. I want to thank you both so 
much for your conti nuous guidance and experti se, for sti cking by me throughout this PhD and for 
being the inspiring researchers and supervisors you are.

Most scienti fi c research involves fi eldwork and this is where the Animal Ecology group (Rijks 
University of Groningen) of Theunis Piersma came in. They needed an extra pair of hands for their 
ongoing demographic research on the Black-tailed Godwit in Friesland and I needed DNA samples 
of Godwits, which were collected at the study site in Friesland,  to do my research. And so for three 
years I became a part of the Black-tailed Godwit fi eldwork team in Friesland. During this ti me I met so 
many inspiring people that I can’t thank every individual here. However I want to thank some people 
in parti cular. First I of course would like to thank Theunis Piersma, my second promoter.  Theunis is 
the beati ng heart of most wader bird related research in The Netherlands. Being an extremely acti ve 
researcher at diff erent fronts, waders in the Wadden Sea area, wader research related to the Global 
fl yway network and of course the Black-tailed Godwit demographic research in Friesland, it was very 
inspiring and educati onal for me to have him in my scienti fi c life. As a promoter Theunis took much 
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interest in polishing my scientific writing. With your critical yet constructive notes I have seen my 
writing and the content of my articles improve so much (Krijn your references really need TLC) thanks 
so much for that! Also I am very grateful that you trusted me enough to be part of the fieldwork and 
entrusted me with my own little research area around Stavoren. You and Petra opened your home 
in Gaast to us field workers, with BBQ’s, different meetings and just catch up, making it feel like a 
temporary home in Friesland, thanks! Roos Kentie and Pedro Lourenco were my friends and inspiring 
PhD colleges during the fieldwork. It was great spending time with you in the field and during our 
field station time in Gaast. Pedro sadly left the field team after my 2nd field season because he had to 
finish his thesis. I must say Pedro I really missed your humor and of course the ever familiar and cozy 
sound of your snoring during that year. Roos was the project manager of the field work team. She did 
such a great job there, often doing a million things at once and still being able to put extra care into 
her personal research area the Haanmeer. Roos I don’t think I have ever met a person more skilled in 
R even if you say you learned most stuff from Allert! Thank you both for all the help you provided and 
the stuff you taught me. Ysbrand Galema was my Frysian buddy during the fieldwork. Ysbrand thanks 
for being a friend in Friesland. We had some good times man ‘dit is het moment’! Jos without you I 
know the project in Friesland would have not been the success it is today. Your total commitment to 
the demographic fieldwork and superior organization skills have been such a great inspiration to me 
and I know to the rest of the team as well. And if you keep sending us ringed and satellite tagged birds 
in Noord Holland I promiss we will keep finding them. Other people I would like to thank from the 
fieldwork team are Lucie Schmaltz, Petra de Goeij and Niko Groen.        

At the end of 2008 I went to Toronto to learn the basics of population genetic laboratory work. 
Yvonne Verkuil one of Theunis’ PhD’s from the Animal Ecology group was working on Ruff genetics 
at the Royal Ontario Museum there. She was such an excellent host during my stay in Toronto and I 
have learned so much from her about laboratory work and genetic statistics. She set the bar for my 
genetic work and analysis during the rest of my PhD. To me you are and will always be my genetics 
guru, thanks so much Yvonne! My thanks also goes out to the laboratory group at the IBL. Camiel, 
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