Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Eighteenth-century Gujarat : the dynamics of its political economy,

1750-1800
Nadri, G.A.

Citation
Nadri, G. A. (2007, September 6). Eighteenth-century Gujarat : the dynamics of its political
economy, 1750-1800. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12306

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12306

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/12306

Acknowledgments

This thesis is a result of several years’ archival research, intellectual discussions, comments and suggestions
from scholars, friends and colleagues. It is the convention and the right opportunity to acknowledge their
support and encouragement. To begin with, Irfan Habib in whose BA and MA lectures I developed my
initial interest in economic history, and who initiated me into the discipline of historical research and
encouraged me to study early modern Gujarat. Since then he has been a source of inspiration and I am
grateful to him for his generosity in guiding me whenever I approached him. Since my joining the
TANAP programme in Leiden, I have benefited immensely from academic discussions with Michael
Pearson, John E. Wills, Jr., George Byran Souza, Timur Kuran, and the Leiden academia. Hugo s’Jacob,
E.J.A. Harmsen, René Wezel, and Yolande Spans provided the basic training in the use of archival sources
and the knowledge of modern Dutch, while Cynthia Viallé and Henk Niemiejer helped me read and, at
times, decipher the difficult cursive Dutch texts. I am thankful to all of them.

In the course of my research, I visited many archives and libraries, and I take this opportunity to
acknowledge my debts to the staff of the Nationaal Archief (The Hague), Oriental and India Office,
British Library (London), National Archives (New Delhi), Maharashtra State Archives (Mumbai), Gujarat
State Archives (Baroda), Tamil Nadu State Archives (Chennai), Maulana Azad Library and Seminar
Library of the History Department (Aligarth Muslim University), and the ICHR Library (Delhi). The
present thesis would not have been possible without access to the rich collections of books and journals in
the Universiteitsbibliotheek, Leiden, the Kern Institute Library, Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal, Land en
Volkenkund (KITLV), Leiden. I am grateful to the staff of these libraries for their promptness in
responding to my requisitions.

I would also like thank the principal and the administrative staff of the Zakir Hussain P.G. (E)
College, Delhi University, for relieving me from teaching assignments so that I could pursue my research.
Thanks also to Delhi University and the University Grants Commission, New Delhi, for facilitating my
research by granting me a study leave.

The financial support for my research came from the TANAP programme which was a joint
initiative of Leiden University and the Nederlandse Organizatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek
(NWO). The Leids Universiteits Fonds generously supported my two-week research at the British Library
(May 2007) as well as conference participation in Helsinki. I also acknowledge the financial support of the
Department of Indo-Tibetan Studies, Leiden University. Marijke van Wissen van Staden and Victor
Rodriguez of the History Department and Ilona Beumer-Grill of the CNWS always gave a patient hearing
to all my queries and were quick in resolving the administrative matters. I am thankful to them.

I like to thank Lincoln Paine for editing my English, Cynthia Viallé for help with technical editing
and Véronique Degroot for drawing the maps.

In Leiden, Irma and Octave de Roefs, Marianne Gommans, Annemarie Kolff, Cynthia Viallé,

Marijke van Wissen van Staden, Paula Harmsen, Nanda Dijkers created a home away from home, and 1



iv

shared good camaraderie with Binu John and Prasanna Patra. In Delhi, Tayaba and Syed Zaheer Hussain
Jafri have been very kind to tolerate me whenever I visited them and to extend a warm welcome to me.
I end these acknowledgements on a personal note. All through these years, my father has been a

continuous source of encouragement and inspiration and my wife a great companion.

Ghulam Nadri
Leiden
July 23, 2007



