Universiteit

U Leiden
The Netherlands

The Dutch and the Portuguese in West Africa : empire building and

Atlantic system (1580-1674)
Ribeiro da Silva, F.I.

Citation
Ribeiro da Silva, F. I. (2009, June 24). The Dutch and the Portuguese in West Africa : empire
building and Atlantic system (1580-1674). Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13867

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13867

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/13867

THE DUTCH AND THE PORTUGUESE IN WEST AFRICA:
EMPIRE BUILDING AND ATLANTIC SYSTEM

(1580-1674)

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,
op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof. mr. P.F. van der Heijden,
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties
ter verdedigen op woensdag, 24 juni 2009
klokke 13.45 uur

door
Filipa Isabel Ribeiro da Silva
geboren te Lissabon, Portugal

in 1974



Promotiecommissie:
Promotot: Prof. dr. Pieter C. Emmer

Referent: Prof. dr. Stuart B. Schwartz (Yale University)

Overige leden:
Prof. dr. Femme Gaastra
Prof. dr. Robert Ross
Mw. dr. Catia Antunes

Dr. Henk den Heijer

I would like to acknowledge the Fundacio Calouste Gulbenkian (Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation) for
sponsoring the preliminary works of this research and the Fundacdo para a Ciéncia e Tecnologia (FCT -
Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology) for supporting financially this project with a four-year-
PhD fellowship.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS ...cuttetitetestrtettntetestetestetesteteststesestesestesestssestasesentesentesentsentssesensesentesensesenessenessens il
TLIST OF IDTAGRAMS. .. eeuteetiteteietetete et te ettt te et et st et st esesaesetes et st aneesenesesesesensesenseseneeseneesenersens v
LLIST OF GRAPHS ..ocuvitietieieteetteteste et estesteetesseebesteeseessasseessassassesseessassasseessassasasssassassasssessassensesssensesnnes v
TLIST OF TABLES ..ttt ettt ettt b et b et ettt st bt eb et ettt e st bebe st ebentebentebenessenneas vi
ABBREVIATIONS ...vviutietetetenesitesesesenetesesesenetssesesesentsesesesesenssesesesentasesesesenssssesesenensssesesesensssssesesennes ix
INTRODUCTTON ..ttt ettt ettt sttt sttt ettt et ettt et ebe b e be b be st st ese st ebestenes 1
1. ISTIEUTIONS c.vetieteeeieteete et eteete ettt et et e ettt e teeteeteeaseeteeteesseaseeseessesseseessessensesseessessensesenssensensanss 6
2. Labour Migration and colonial SOCIEHES ........cccuviiuiiciiiiiiiciniciicc s 8
3. Intra- and Inter-continental trade in, to and via West AffiCa ..ocovvvveveveeiveveeeerecieeeeenens 9
4. Entrepreneurs, businessmen and agents ........ccovveeuviniiiiiniiennniieneeeeeenns 11
5. SOULCE IMALELIAL ottt ettt ettt ettt et et te et et beete et ennenes 13
O.  SEEUCKULE.cveeteeeeeteeteeeeeete et et eeteeteete et eeteeteeas e seeteeseenseesaeseessensaeseessenseteetsersensenseessensensaseersensenns 16

PART I: BUILDING ATLANTIC EMPIRES: THE DUTCH AND THE PORTUGUESE MODELS OF

COLONIZATION IN WEST AFRICA ...coteuieieuiteteieteieeeieteseetesestesestesesesesessesessssesssensssenessessssesensesensns 19
CHAPTER ONE: BUILDING INSTTTUTIONS......cctrtetrieuirterinterenteieteiesesiesestesessesestesesesieessesessesensesenes 21
1. AdminiStrative INSHEULIONS. c..cvievieeeeeereereereereeeereereeree e ereereereeereereeressessereereesenserseseesesenes 22

2. Military INSHEUHIONS .ouvueeieieiiiiiiiicicicicieieeieieiei e 42

3. Judicial INSHEUHONS c.evviieiiiiiiiici s 54

4.  Commercial and fiscal INStIUtIONS ..c.evviveeeriiriieeeeerecreree et ee e eres st eveseneens 62
CHAPTER TWO: SENDING PEOPLE: LABOUR MIGRATION .....ccueutteuitetetreeieeeneseesessenenseseneeseeesenes 89
1. Buropean mMiGrants ...t 90

1.1 Free mMIGrants ... 90

1.2, FOrced MIGIANS ...ccceuiieieieiiieieericees et 106

2. Forced African migrants: Slaves and manumitted slaves..........cocceveecciinininines 110

3. Locally recruited personnel.....ccoiiiiiininiiiii s 117

3.1. F1ee ALTICANS coviiviieieeicieteeeeeteeet ettt ettt ettt et es et et ebe s nsensetseaesensenis 117

3.2.  Mixed-descent workers and European settlers........coeeuvniciervinicicnvenicnennns 118

4. European labour markets and West Affica......cccooicivieinininiiininininiincccecaes 121

5. Policies of settlement and West AffiCa.....cooeiceeveieiericiieeeececeeeeeeeee e 126
CHAPTER THREE: LOCAL SOCIETIES . ....ctttitrtetrieitrieienteienteeeteteeseeestesestesetsseseseeessesessssenessensnas 129
1. BULOPEANS it 131

20 ATTICANS vttt ettt ettt ettt et et e te et et e teere et e reereereenrans 137

2.1. Slaves and Manumitted SIAVES .....c.cvcivverieierierereeeeereeeee et eree e ereeressesereevesensens 137

2.2. FLEe ASTICANS cvioviveeeeeecteeteeeeeteetee ettt ettt et ettt et et s eteene s ensens 141

3. Mixed-descent POPUIALION ......c.cciuiuiuiuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiciieii e 144

4. Impact of social organization in the building of the Atlantic empires................... 148

il



PART II:_WEST AFRICA IN THE DUTCH AND THE PORTUGUESE ATLANTIC ECONOMIES.....151

CHAPTER FOUR: SAILING IN AFRICAN WATERS: COASTAL AREAS AND HINTERLAND... 159

1o ROULES oo 159
2. Coastal trade, miscegenation and SEttleMEnt ........ccoeveuevvvierririiiciinicinrceeeens 182
3. TradiNg PLACHCES ..vuvuvvieieierriiaeieiriiieiet ettt nenaes 187
4. West African supply markets ... 191
5. West African consumption Markets........cccovviiiiiiieiiiiniiiiicee s 196
CHAPTER FIVE: STRUGGLING FOR THE ATLANTIC: THE INTER-CONTINENTAL TRADE........ 201
Lo ROULES ettt s 202
2. SRIPPING .ottt 220
3. SUPPLY MALKELS oot s 230
4. PrOUCES. i 236
410 GOl s 236
A.2. SLAVES ottt s 239

5. Consumption MArKES .......ccveuevriiiiiiiiiieiiiiieeiieeice e essanens 245
6. Integration of the Markets ..o 253

CHAPTER S1X: ENTREPRENEURS, BUSINESSMEN AND AGENTS: PRIVATE INVESTMENT AND

BUSINESS NETWORIKS ..vvteeuvteitteeitreesteesiseessseeesseeessseessseessssssssssesssssssssessssessssesssssssssssssssesssssssssssosssees 263
1. Buropean entrePreneurs ... 265

2. European BUSINESSIMIEN .....ccciiuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiis st 271

Bl AZENLS s 288

4. Trans-imperial NETWOIKS ....c.coviiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc s 299

5. CrOSS-CUITULAL TNTETACTIONS weveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeseaneneesesneneeeaseneens 308
CONCLUSION: NEW INSIGHTS ON DUTCH-PORTUGUESE RIVALRIES IN THE ATLANTIC....... 317
GLOSSARY weveeeveeteeeteeeteeeteeeteeeteeeteeeseeesesesesesesenseenssentsenteesssessessesasesasesasssasesesssenssenssenssonssenssonsessonsessens 329
BIBLIOGRAPHY otiiiettt ittt ettt ee ettt eeeeateeeeesateesessatessesaseesessasessassstesssssstesssssseesssssstesssssseessassseessaes 337
1. PRIMARY SOURCES ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 337

2. DPUBLISHED SOURCES.....ccttttuuiteeteeeetttmteeeeeeeeeeetemumaaeessesessesmmeesssssssesssmnaaaesssseens 338

3. SECONDARY LITERATURE ..uittttueiiiiieeetiie ettt eeettnnesetunnesssnnesssnnneesssnnessssnnnes 340

LIST OF DIAGRAMS

Diagram 1: Government of the first war fleet sent by the States General to Mori (1611) .....23
Diagram 2: Government in Fort Nassau (1612-1623).......cccccccviviviiinvnnniniiiicccccccenas 24
Diagram 3: Organization of the WIC (1624-1074) ......ccovvviviiiininiiciiiiccniccecceccne 25

v



Diagram 4: WIC Government of the Gold Coast or the ‘Guinea Coast’ (1624-1674) ........... 27
Diagram 5: Governments at Fort Gorée (1624-1663 & 1664-1677) and Fort Arguin (1634-

TOT8) ettt ettt 29
Diagram 6: Administrative division of the West Coast of Africa ordered by the States
GENELAL oot 32
Diagram 7: Government of the fortress-factory of Mina: as an example........cccoovvvriiiicnennns 36
Diagram 8: Government of Sao Tomé: as an eXample .......ccceueuvivivirivirinininiiiniiccccceeeeenes 38
Diagram 9: Organization of the municipal councils: Sio Tomé and Principe as an example 40
Diagram 10: Military hierarchy in Fort Nassau (1612-1623) ....c.ccccevvviiiivviniciniiciiicnn, 44
Diagram 11: The military organization of Sao Tomé comprising the permanent garrison and
the militias: a5 AN EXAMPIE.....ooiiiiiiiii e 51
Diagram 12: The Judicial Office of Sdo Tomé as an example ........ccccovvviviviiiiviniciiccnne, 601
Diagram 13: Commercial organization of private commercial companies (1590s-1623)........ 04
Diagram 14: Jurisdiction of the Chambers of the WIC over the different areas of West
ABTICA ettt ettt 65
Diagram 15: Jurisdiction of the Board of Directors and the Central Government of the
Dutch West Indies over the different areas of West Africa (1624-1674) ....ccocvvevecucuennnne. 66
Diagram 16: Commercial organization of the WIC in the Gold Coast (1645-1647)............... 69
Diagram 17: Commercial organization of the Dutch in West-Central Africa (‘Angola Coast’)
(1024-T029) ottt ettt 70
Diagram 18: Commercial organization of the Dutch at Sio Tomé (1641-1648)...................... 71
Diagram 19: Commercial organization of the Dutch in Angola (1641-1648).......ccccccceuvueeenee. 71

Diagram 20: The structure of a royal factory: the Sdo Jorge da Mina factory: as an example 75
Diagram 21: The structure of the royal fiscal and financial agency: the almoxarifado of Sio

Tomeé: as AN EXAMPIE c..cuviiiiiiiii s 76
Diagram 22: Commercial organization of the Portuguese settlements in West Aftica ........... 77
Diagram 23: The customs-house of Santiago Island in Cape Verde: as an example................ 80
Diagram 24: Taxes collected at fiscal agencies and customs-houses of Cape Verde: as an

EXAMPLE ...ttt 31

L.IST OF GRAPHS

Graph 1: Dutch and Portuguese shipping to and via West Africa (1581-1675).........c.c......... 220
Graph 2: Dutch shipping per region of embarkation in West Africa (1581-1620)................ 231
Graph 3: Dutch shipping per region of embarkation in West Africa (1621-1655)................. 232
Graph 4: Dutch shipping per region of embarkation in West Africa (1656-1675)................. 233
Graph 5: Portuguese shipping to and via West Africa per region of embarkation (1581-1640)
................................................................................................................................................... 234
Graph 6: Portuguese shipping to and via West Africa per region of embarkation (1641-1675)
................................................................................................................................................... 234
Graph 7: Dutch and Portuguese Gold imports (1500-1674).....ccccovviivivicivinicniniccriiinen 237
Graph 8: Percentage of slaves embarked by the Dutch and the Portuguese in West Africa
(1556-1075) o 240
Graph 9: Sugar exports versus slave imports in Dutch Brazil (1635-1640) .........cccocvvvinnnnnne 241



Graph 10: Slaves bought annually by sugar planters in Dutch Brazil (some examples)........ 242

Graph 11: The destination of Dutch shipping per region (1581-1620) .......ccovvervvveecrrennnnnees 246
Graph 12: The destination of Dutch shipping per region (1621-1655).....cccccccuvuvvivivivinininnce. 247
Graph 13: Dutch shipping per region of disembarkation (1656-1675)........ccccevvvviviinrivinnnnes 250
Graph 14: Portuguese shipping to and via West Africa per region of disembarkation (1581-
TOA0) e 251
Graph 15: The destination of Portuguese shipping to and via West Africa per region (1641-
TOT5) s 252
Graph 16: Development of the plantation complex versus the growth of the Portuguese
shipping via the West Coast of Africa to Brazil (1566-1630) ......ccccccceuvuvicrrniccrrinennes 254

Graph 17: Estimated Minimum Spanish-American Bullion production; Registered Bullion
imports into Seville; Portuguese shipping via West Africa to the Spanish Americas ...255

LIST OF MAPS
Map 1: The Senegambia and the Guinea-Bissau 1egions ........ccccvviiciiiiiciiiiciciniccninas 161
Map 2: The GOId COaStuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie s 162
Map 3: The West-Central AffiCa......ocviiiiiciiiiiiiiicicc s 163
Map 4: The Cape Verde Archipelago........cccccvuviviviviviriniiiiiiicicicicicicicee e 173
Map 5: The Gulf of Guinea and the Sio Tomé Archieplago .........cccocviviiciiiiiiicninicciiinnns 175
Map 6: The Fairs and the land routes in the Angolan hinterland ........cccccovriniininnninnnnnn. 178
LIST OF TABLES
Table 1: Estimated personnel recruited by private commercial companies (1599-1623)........ 91
Table 2: Estimated personnel recruited to serve at Fort Nassau (Mori) (1612-1623) ............. 92
Table 3: Estimated number of European labour migrants to the Dutch WIC settlements in
West Africa (1024-1073) ...cvvuiiiiiiciiiciiciiciic et 96
Table 4: Company Personnel at the Gold Coast (1645).......cccoievivioiinininiiiniiccniiceiaes 98
Table 5: WIC Personnel in Brazil and West Africa: a comparison (1642/1645) ......ccocvvenenee 99
Table 6: No. of European settlers (moradores or vizinhos) in Portuguese settlements of West
Africa: some examples (1605-16075) ..o 101
Table 7: No. of royal servants at the Portuguese posts and settlements in West Africa (1607)
................................................................................................................................................... 102
Table 8: Estimated No. of royal servants sent to the Portuguese posts and settlements in
West Africa (1581-1073) ...cuiuiviiiiiciiciiciiciieite e 103
Table 9: Estimated No. of European unskilled soldiers shipped annually to the Portuguese
settlements in West Africa (1580-1074) ..ot 104
Table 10: Slaves owned by the WIC in the Gold Coast (1645).......ccccceuvuviviiriiinicniniiiicinnes 111

vi



Table 11: Estimated number of forced African migrants employed by the WIC in West

ALFICA (1024-T073) .o 113
Table 12: Population of Santiago and Fogo (Cape Verde) (1582)......ccviviiiccccicicininininnes 114
Table 13: Population of Sio Tomé (1620-1621) and Principe (1607).....cccevvvivivvivinicrnininnns 115
Table 14: No. of whites versus the estimated slave population in the Portuguese settlements

in the Guinea-Bissau region (1641) ..o, 115
Table 15: No. of whites versus the estimated slave population in Luanda (Angola)............ 115
Table 16: Estimated no. of volunteers in the militias in Santiago Island (Cape Verde) ........ 116
Table 17: Lenght of the voyages of Dutch ships operating in the West African trading routes:

SOME EXAMPIES....viiiiiiiiiiii e 166
Table 18: Revenues and expenditure of the Portuguese Royal Treasury of Sio Tomé and

Principe (1605): estimated values..........ccocveuiiviiiininiiiiic s 176
Table 19: Vessels operating in the West African trade: some examples (before 1621) ......... 204
Table 20: Company vessels sailing in the route Holland—Elmina (1645-1647) .......ccccccevvuee. 207
Table 21: A list of the merchants who accumulated several contracts to conduct the Iberian

SIAVE tIAAC ..ttt 216
Table 22: Slave population in Spanish American colonies in 1640 and 1650.........c.ccccueuees 258
Table 23: Contratadores of Cape Verde and Guinea (1580-1649) ....c.ccocceuevvvicirvinicnninccnnennnns 280
Table 24: Contratadores of Angola (1578-1670) ......cccovurmiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiciicccccs 280
Table 25: The contratadores of Sao Tomé (1583-1601) ......cccvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicciccas 281
Table 26: A list of the merchants that accumulated several contracts over the Iberian slave

EEAAC. ettt 282
Table 27: Royal officials as factors of the contratadores of Cape Verde and Guinea (some

examples) (1621-1649) ..o 294
Table 28: Inhabitants of Ribeira Grande as agents of the contratadores of Cape Verde and

Guinea (1574-1032) ..o s 294
Table 29: Citizens of Ribeira Grande, holders of judicial offices and merchants of Cape

Verde as economic agents of Portuguese merchants (including the contratadores)......... 296
Table 30: Dutch and Sephardim cross-cultural contracts for the West African trade (#1590-

TOTA) o s 311

vii



viii



ABBREVIATIONS

AHU — Arquivo Histérico Ultramarino

ADP — Arquivo Distrital do Porto

BCGP — Boletim Cultural da Guiné Portuguesa

BAHU - Biblioteca do Arquivo Histérico Ultramarino

BNP — Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal

DHP — Dicionario de Histéria de Portugal

FCG - Fundacao Calouste Gulbenkian

FCT — Fundacio para a Ciéncia e Tecnologia

GAA — Gemeente Archief Amsterdam / Municipal Archive of Amsterdam
GAR — Gemeente Archief Rotterdam / Municipal Archive of Amsterdam
IAN/TT - Instituto dos Arquivos Nacionais / Totre do Tombo

NA — Notarial Archieven

NA — National Archief

OWIC — Oude Westindische Compagnie

SG — Staten Generaal

BSGL — Biblioteca da Sociedade de Geografia de Lisboa

VOC — Vereenigde Oost-IndischeCompagnie / Dutch East India Company

WIC — West-Indische Compagnie /| Dutch West India Company






