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Graag wil ik de patiénten bijzonder bedanken voor hun bereidwilligheid om mee te doen
aan dit onderzoek. Dit proefschrift is mogelijk gemaakt door medewerking van partners en
familieleden. Veel dank ook aan de behandelaren, verpleegkundigen en verzorgenden uit
Topaz Overduin en collega’s van de afdeling Radiologie, KNO en Neurologie van het LUMC.
Ook wil ik de leden van de werkgroep ‘Standards of Care’ van het Europese Huntington
Netwerk (EHDN) bedanken voor de samenwerking en de inspirerende dagen waardoor de
richtlijnen bij de behandeling van patiénten tot stand konden worden gebracht.
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Anne-Wil Heemskerk-van den Berg was born on February 19, 1979 in Leiden, the Netherlands.
From 1998 until 2002 she attended the study Speech and Language Therapy at the
Hogeschool Rotterdam. Thereafter she started working as a Speech and Language Therapist
in Topaz Overduin, Katwijk. During this period she developed a keen interest in working with
Huntington’s disease patients, especially in dysphagia. In 2007 she commenced her study
“Clinical Language, Speech and Hearing Science” at the University Utrecht and passed her
doctoraal in 2010. In that year she started her research to dysphagia in Huntington’s disease
as PhD student in the Dept of Neurology at the Leiden University Medical Centre. Anne-
Wil became an active member of the European Huntington’s Disease Network, were she
was co-lead facilitator of the working group Speech and Language Therapy on behalf of the
Standards of Care. Anne-Wil regularly gives lectures about dysphagia in Huntington’s disease
in national and international symposia. After passing her PhD, Anne-Wil will continue her
research on dysphagia in Huntington’s disease.

Anne-Wil is married with Klaas Heemskerk and they have three children: Anton (2006), Anna
(2008) and Bart (2010).





