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SMALL CHANGES 
FOR LONG TERM IMPACT 

 
OPTIMIZATION OF  

STRUCTURE KINETIC PROPERTIES:  
A CASE OF CCR2 ANTAGONISTS 

Maris Vilums was born on January 
31st, 1985 in Riga, Latvia. In 2003, 
he started his university education 
in chemistry at the University of 
Latvia and in 2009 he graduated 
with MSc degree in organic 
chemistry. During his MSc studies, 
Maris performed traineeships at 
the Division of Synthesis, 
Bioresources and Bioorganic 
Chemistry at the Ghent University 
(Belgium) under the guidance of 
Prof. Christian Stevens. In parallel 
to his bachelor and master 
studies, Maris also worked at the 
Latvian Institute of Organic 
Synthesis first as technician and 
later as scientific assistant. In April 
2010, he started his doctoral 
project “Optimization of Structure 
Kinetic Properties: a Case of CCR2 
Antagonists” under the direction 
of Prof. Ad P. IJzerman at the 
Division of Medicinal Chemistry of 
Leiden University (the 
Netherlands). His area of interest 
is structure-affinity relationships 
(SAR) and structure-kinetic 
relationships (SKR) of small-
molecule CCR2 antagonists. The 
results of this research were 
presented at several 
(inter)national symposia and 
congresses. In 2013 Maris 
received the 1st prize at the LACDR 
Spring Symposium for his oral 
communication. Accordingly, he 
was elected as the representative 
of Leiden University for the 
national PhD competition held 
during the FIGON Dutch 
Medicines Days. At present time 
Maris has joined Syncom B.V. as 
research chemist.  


