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Cover: Benzene molecule in the Leiden sky.

Photography of the sky by Elisabetta Micelotta.
Benzene molecule: pencil on paper by Gwenaél Boué.
Design by Guilhem Lavaux & Elisabetta Micelotta.

Benzene (C¢Hp) is an aromatic hydrocarbon (not polycyclic since only one
ring is present) and a fundamental unit of the Polycyclic Aromatic Hydro-
carbons (PAHs) which are the subject of this thesis.
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