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πολλὰ τὰ δεινὰ κοὐδὲν ἀνθρώπου δεινότερον πέλει.
τοῦτο καὶ πολιοῦ πέραν πόντου χειμερίῳ νότῳ 

χωρεῖ, περιβρυχίοισιν
περῶν ὑπ᾽ οἴδμασιν.

θεῶν τε τὰν ὑπερτάταν, Γᾶν
ἄφθιτον, ἀκαμάταν, ἀποτρύεται

ἰλλομένων ἀρότρων ἔτος εἰς ἔτος
ἱππείῳ γένει πολεύων.

There are many strange and wonderful things, 
but nothing more strangely wonderful than man. 

He moves across the white-capped ocean seas                           
blasted by winter storms, carving his way 

under the surging waves engulfing him.
With his teams of horses he wears down 

the unwearied and immortal earth, 
the oldest of the gods, harassing her, 

year by year his ploughs move back and forth.

Sophocles Antigone (442 BC)






