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Chapter 4

Barneveld, P.S., Pieterse, J., De Sonneville, L, Van Rijn, S., Lahuis, B., Van Engeland, H., & 

Swaab, H. (2011). Overlap of autistic and schizotypal traits in adolescents with autism 

spectrum disorders. Schizophrenia Research, 126, 231-236.
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Abstract 

  This study addresses the unraveling of the relationship between autism 

spectrum and schizophrenia spectrum traits in a population of adolescents 

symptoms of both spectrum disorders as well as diagnostic criteria for each 

between the mean level of autistic symptoms and schizotypal traits, as well as 

prominently associated with attention switching problems of the autism 

studies have provided empirical support for this overlap in diagnostic criteria 

that behavioral overlap is not limited to negative schizotypal symptoms, but 
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1. Introduction

 

disorders and the underlying mechanisms of each, have been topics of sci

a conceptual overlap in diagnostic criteria between both spectrum disorders 

focused on the presence of schizophrenia spectrum pathology in patients 

   Other studies have focused on the presence of high levels of autistic 

rated this dimensional approach and have found strong positive associations 

of autistic symptoms to schizotypal traits in a sample of adolescents, already 

hypothesis is that there is an overlap between autistic symptoms and schizo

2. Methods 

 

 2.1. Subjects

   To qualify for the current study the participants had to meet the fol

64 65



individuals needed to be free of problem behavior as indicated by total prob

 2.2. Measures

the degree to which an individual of normal intelligence might show features 

analytical studies have revealed three dimensions of schizotypy: positive 

X2 p=

r=

p<

the genetic vulnerability of schizophrenia and it is sensitive to gradient levels 

of schizophrenia proportional to the risk of schizophrenia associated with the 

 2.3. Statistical analyses

p

2
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3. Results

 

 3.1. Age, gender and IQ
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SD= SD=
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 3.2. Autistic traits
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than typically developing adolescents in four domains, with moderate to large 
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 3.3. Schizotypal traits
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Figure 1. Levels of autism traits as measured with the Autism Questionnaire (AQ; individuals scores and median) in adolescents with 

Figure 2. Levels of schizotypal traits as measured with the Schizotypal Personality Questionnaire (SPQ, individuals scores and median) 
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 3.4. Overlap between autistic and schizotypal traits

r= p=
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4. Discussion 

 

and supports the idea of correspondence in diagnostic criteria between both 

attention switching stands out prominently, as it appeared to be related to 

might be a common denominator underlying the manifestation of a broad 

they might contribute to positive and disorganized schizotypal features, as 

to identify putative common underlying cognitive mechanisms that contribute 
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implicate an increased risk of schizophrenia spectrum pathology in some 

M=

typy: M= M=

M= d M= d=

M= d= M=

M= d=

an autism spectrum diagnosis in childhood towards a schizophrenia spectrum 

association was found between autistic features and schizotypal symptoms 

in adolescents with schizotypal personality disorder, the autistic symptoms 

Firstly, the information obtained from the questionnaires was subject to 

representativeness of the sample and, as such, reduces the generalizability to 

longitudinal studies are recommended for making statements about the 

sion we still feel that we should draw attention to the overlap of autistic and 
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