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Chapter 1 General introduction
 

Introduction

   

delayed development of reciprocal social interaction, dysfunctional communi

adapting their behaviour to the social environment and to the behaviour of 

be processed at the same time, they are dynamic because of the interactive 

nature and there is a limited amount of time to interpret social signals and 

abilities that are essential to process social relevant informaton in various 

others may have an interest in friendships but lack understanding of the con
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contribute in an advantageous or an unfavourable way to development in 

Social outcome: Quality of Life in ASD

increasingly hamper daily life functioning as demands for social relationships 

and independent living become larger and more prominent when growing 

live independently, few individuals have social and intimate relationships, and 

education and employment levels are generally low, even when intelligence 

since consequences of social impairments for social functioning may become 
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Cognitive dysfunction in relation to age in ASD 

that the impact of age should be considered when investigating intelligence 

chopathology should be done in consideration of the pattern of hierarchical 

progression of cognitive abilities consistent with brain maturation processes 

perform more poorly on tasks requiring language comprehension and social 
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pattern of acceleration in brain growth as indicated by head circumference, 

brain presumably has its consequences for the progressive emergence of 

 

Schizophrenia spectrum pathology in ASD

 

many others are at risk of severe deterioration of daily functioning during 

development, and some are at risk of very serious psychopathology, such 

schizotypal symptoms already coincide during adolescence in order to be able 

his or her emotional responses, thinking processes, judgements and ability 

to communicate deteriorates so much that daily life functioning is seriously 

pendent living are among the most serious of these social and psychological 

cal presentation of the two neurodevelopmental disorders has been a topic 

   Recent reports have provided empirical support for a conceptual 
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volume and decreased corpus callosum area are consistently found in both 

   From a clinical perspective, behavioural symptoms are important 

behaviour, unusual responsiveness to the environment, oddness of speech, 

symptoms such as idiosyncratic speech or distorted perceptions, they do not 

 

Neurocognitive markers underlying vulnerability to SSD in ASD

 

ment spectrum disorders, it is considered crucial to identify developmental 

standing the neurocognitive mechanisms underlying behavioral symptoms 

   Regarding the neurocognitive mechanisms of vulnerability, there is 

inhibit inappropriate actions may be associated with rigidity and persevera
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sponses that is impaired, whereas other inhibition functions, such as negative 

ity, working memory, and response inhibition are associated with repetitive, 

erating ideas, whereas disorganisation should be associated with response 

at an early stage, this dissertation focusses on identifying associations be

 

Aims and outline of this thesis

 

investigate which factors have an advantageous or an unfavourable contribu

in comparison to the outcome of children with other psychiatric disorders 

N= N=83), 

N=
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education, physical condition, partner relationship, social relationships, state 

pattern of hierarchical progression of cognitive abilities consistent with brain 

sible correspondence in symptomatology, the study in chapter 4 compared 

that there is an overlap between autistic symptoms and schizotypal traits in 

ence control, and perseveration) were evaluated, representing various aspects 

   Finally, the discussion in chapter 6 comprises the integration of the 
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