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The author of this thesis was born on June 4, 1983, in Naaldwijk, the
Netherlands. After completing secondary education with VWO in 2001,
the author continued his education in the same year with the study Life Science
and Technology at Leiden University and the Technological University of Delft.
During this study two research projects were completed; at the Department
of Rheumatology, Leiden University Medical Center, under the supervision of
dr. FAS. Kurreeman and at the Department of Virology, Erasmus University
Rotterdam, under the supervision of dr. B.G. van den Hoogen. He received
his M.Sc. in Life Science and Technology in September 2006. In November of
the same year he started as a Ph.D. student in the Department of Nephrology,
Leiden University Medical Center; under supervision of prof. dr. AJ. van
Zonneveld. During this Ph.D. project he mainly focused on the role of
microRNA-126 in vascular homeostasis. Starting in February 2012, he will
work as a post-doctoral fellow at the Leon Charney Division of Cardiology at
New York University School of Medicine, under the supervision of dr.Y. Suarez.
Here, he will continue his work on microRNAs in endothelial cell biology by
unraveling the molecular mechanisms that control the expression microRNAs
in endothelial cells.
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