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The modern-day Caribbean is a stunningly diverse but also intricately 
interconnected geo-cultural region, resulting partly from the islands’ shared 
colonial histories and an increasingly globalizing economy. Perhaps more 
importantly, before the encounter between the New and Old World took 
place, the indigenous societies and cultures of  the pre-colonial Caribbean 
were already united in diversity. This work seeks to study the patterns of  this 
pre-colonial homogeneity and diversity and uncover some of  their underlying 
processes and dynamics.

In contrast to earlier studies of  its kind, this study adopts an archaeological 
network approach, in part derived from the network sciences. In archaeology, 
network approaches can be used to explore the complex relations between 
objects, sites or other archaeological features, and as such represents a 
powerful new tool for studying material culture systems. Archaeological 
research in general aims to uncover the social relations and human interactions 
underlying these material culture systems. Therefore, the interdependencies 
between social networks and material culture systems are another major 
focus of  this study.

This approach and theoretical framework is tested in four case studies 
dealing with lithic distribution networks, site assemblages as ego-networks, 
indigenous political networks, and the analysis of  artefact styles in 2-mode 
networks. These were selected for their pertinence to key research themes in 
Caribbean archaeology, in particular the current debates about the nature of  
ties and interactions between culturally different communities in the region, 
and the structure and dynamics of  pre-colonial socio-political organisation. 
The outcomes of  these case studies show that archaeological network 
approaches can provide surprising new insights into longstanding questions 
about the patterns of  pre-colonial connectivity in the region.
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