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All joy or sorrow for the happiness or calamities of others is produced by an action of the imag-
ination, that realises the event however fictitious, or approximates it however remote, by plac-
ing us for a time, in the condition of him whose fortune we contemplate; so that we feel, while 
the deception lasts, whatever motion would be excited by the same good or evil happening to 
ourselves.

Samuel Johnson, The Rambler no 60, 13 October 1750

Voor Annemarie van Santen
uit liefde
en in bewondering
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