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8 SENTENCE TYPES: DECLARATIVES, INTERRO-
GATIVES AND IMPERATIVES

This chapter deals with sentence types. Sentences may be classified according to
the meanings or illocutionary force they are used to express or convey in discourse.
The main sentence types discussed in this chapter are:

¢ declaratives

* interrogatives

e imperatives

The chapter is divided into three major parts. The first part discusses declarative
sentences and the second part looks at various types of interrogative sentences.
Imperative sentences are examined in the final part of the chapter.

8.1 Declaratives

Declarative sentences are used to convey information or to make statements. In its
most basic sense, a declarative states an idea or a proposition for the sheer purpose
of transferring information to the receiver. Declarative sentences are by far the
most common type and are thus considered the unmarked clause type (cf. Sadock
and Zwicky 1985:165, Payne 1997:294). Declarative sentences may consist of
simple or complex sentences as shown in (1) — (5).

1. Ekusi tédikp6 y’4ana bal’fabha
e-kusi  te-dikp6 yi d-a-na bali kabha
CM-chief AM-one 3SG.IND SM-PSTPROG-eat 3PL.IND top
‘ONE CHIEF was ruling over them.’ (Kasala)

2. Akényaika adziki y’oklebhs ni *ibui.
d-kanyadkd a-dzikt yi o-klebh3 ni
CM-every  SM-forget 3SG.IND CM-bundle.of.thatch  DEF
ki-buf
CM-matter
‘Everybody forgot about his bundle of thatch.” (Kasala)

3. Kof® épidzyan étsi.
Kofi e-pidzya ni é-tsi
Kofi CM-goat DEF SM-die
‘Kofi’s goat has died.’

4. lmo sukdeyin g’ezart *éplikpan.
1-mo sukdeyi ni gl e-zurd ke-plukpa ni

1SG-see student DEF REL 3SG.DEP-steal CM-book DEF
‘I saw the student who stole the book.’
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5. M’ak’ ent st tishi.
mi a-ka e-ni a-si 5-t{-shi
1SG.IND CM-father = SM-hear SM-COMP 2SG-PERF-leave
‘My father heard that you have left.’

The examples in (1) — (3) illustrate declarative sentences made up of simple
sentences whereas those in (4) and (5) are complex sentences consisting of a main
clause and a dependent clause.

8.2 Interrogatives

Interrogative sentences are mainly used, among others, for requesting and asking
questions. In Tafi, various strategies are employed for the formation of various
types of questions. They include:

6a.  Prosody or intonation.
6b.  The use of particles
6¢c.  The use of question words

8.2.1 Propositional or polar questions

Propositional or polar questions are used to elicit a response as to whether the
proposition they express is true or not. According to Watters (2000:204), “most
African languages use their basic word order to form yes/no questions”. In Tafi,
there is no difference in structure and segmental form between a propositional or
polar question and a declarative statement. There is only a difference in pitch. The
propositional or polar question ends in a slightly lower pitch than its counterpart
statement. This is contrary to what happens in Logba and Tuwuli where the
difference between a declarative statement and a polar question is a raised pitch
over the latter (see Dorvlo 2008, Harley 2005 and Dakubu to appear for a
typological overview of interrogative prosody in Kwa and Gur languages).
Compare the pitch traces of a declarative statement and a propositional or polar
question in Tafi in Figure 1 below.

In Figure 1, the left hand trace is the statement, as in (7) and the right hand trace is
the propositional question based on it, as in (8).

7. W’en’ edzi ’avi.
wh é-ni e-dzi bi-vii
2SG.IND CM-mother SM-build CM-house
‘Your mother has built a house.’
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8. W’en’ edzi ’avi?
wh é-ni e-dzi bu-v
2SG.IND CM-mother SM-build CM-house
‘Has your mother built a house?’

Figure 1: Statement and propositional or polar question compared
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Many languages that use intonation to signal propositional questions tend to use
rising intonation, e.g. English and Dutch, Tafi is like Sesotho, for example, in

using lowered pitch on the end of the question (Dryer 2011).

The illocutionary force of a propositional question can be reinforced by the
addition of one of a set of utterance final particles which occur in questions. These
utterance final particles include dza, x3a/ hai, lo(o), and a. The intensifying or
emotive particles xa4 and hai are used interchangeably and probably adapted from
Ewe hi ‘UFP’ (see Ameka 1998). The vowels of some of the particles such as lo(o)
and a can be lengthened. It is striking that the particle a is similar to the Ewe
question particle or clitic a. All these particles bear low tones and are used to
express attitudinal meanings such as impatience, urgency and mild irritation.

Consider the following examples:

9.  Omo m’eyif dza/haa?
5-mo mi e-yi nf dza / haa
2SG-see 1SG.IND CM-child DEF UFP
‘Did you see my child? (I want to know now)’
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10.  Anyin dashi xaa/ haa?
a-ny( ni  4-4-shi xaa/ haa
CM-man DEF SM-PRSPROG-leave UFP
‘Is the man leaving?’

11.  Baaka nf tsyiamt ali lo?
bas-ka n{ tsytamt a-lf lo
CM.PL-father DEF spokesperson = SM-be.at UFP
Is the elders’ spokesperson there?’

12. Onyia?
6-nyi a
2SG-know  UFP
‘Did/do you know?’

The response to propositional or polar questions could be simply xee/ ee ‘yes’ or
howo/ 60 ‘no’ or an elaborate response could be provided after the ‘yes’ or ‘no’
word. For instance, as an elaborate response to (9), one could say:

13. Xee, imo ’ali.
xee {-mo bal{
yes  1SG-see 3PL
‘Yes, I saw them.’

Propositional or polar questions can also be introduced by si ‘QP’ which is similar
to st ‘COMP". It is used to introduce propositional or polar questions for which the
questioner knows the answer but is seeking confirmation from the addressee(s). So
it is used to ask conducive questions. There is a similar resemblance in Akan
between a question introducer sé and a ‘COMP’ s€ (Saah 1988).

14.  Aa! si nodmpo olishi tibhafi?

aa st no-5-mo oli kishi ti-bha ni
INTJ] QP  2PL-PRSPROG-see 3SG.IND midst AM-two DEF
‘Ah! Do you see the centre of it (it = circle)?’ (Kasala)

15.  Sinodmo ekle nf g’etsir{ kitukpé niabha?
st no-5-mo e-kle ni ful e-tsir{
QP  2PL-PRSPROG-see CM-thatch DEF REL 3SG.DEP-be.on
ki-tukpé n{ kabha
CM-hillock DEF top
“You see the thatch that is on the hillock, don’t you?” (Kasala)

16.  Si buni ni béke?
st bu-ni ni béke
QP CM-water DEF finish
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‘The water is finished, isn’t it?’

8.2.2 Alternative questions

Alternative questions are used to present the addressee(s) with alternative choices
to choose from to complete the proposition. Alternative questions in Tafi consist of
two or more phrases or clauses conjoined by a disjunctive marker p6n35/166/al6(6)
‘or’. The form al6(6) ‘or’ appears to be borrowed from Ewe al6é ‘or’. As
demonstrated in the examples in (17) — (20), the disjunctive marker occurs between
the different choices available. In (17) and (18), for example, the choice is between

two NPs in alternation whereas in (19) and (20), it is between two clauses.

17.  D5vi Dgomt pon33 Atoem?
5-5-w1 Jgomt  pindd Atoem
2SG-PRSPROG-go Agorme DISJ Atome
‘Are you going to Agorme or to Atome?’

18.  Ano{vdn dbata asi ponds ukupi?
a-nGvd nf a-ba-ta a-st pon3d bu-kupt
CM-child DEF SM-FUT-chew CM-rice DISJ] CM.PL-yam.slice
‘Will the child eat rice or yam slices?’

19. Oboto *eddri 166 sbovt ti shui *uni?

5-bo-t5 ki-d3 ni 166  5-bo-wi L shui
2SG-FUT-cook CM-thing DEF DISJ 2SG-FUT-go PURP fetch
bu-ni

CM-water

‘Will you cook the food or you will go to fetch water (from the riverside)?’

20.  Adzii dbato ekun aldd abad’ali?

a-dzi n{ 4-ba-t5 é-ku n{ aléd
CM-woman DEF SM-FUT-cook CM.PL-yam DEF DISJ
d-ba-ch ali

SM-FUT-sell 3PL
‘Will the woman cook the yams or she will sell them?’

8.2.3 Tag questions

Tag questions are those immediately following a statement and they serve to seek
confirmation or rejection of the statement (cf. Payne 1997). In my corpus, tag
questions in Tafi can be formed from propositional questions introduced by st ‘QP’
as in example (21) or by using a negative cleft construction as in (22). P6n33 ‘or’
can also be used as a disjunctive tag without offering an alternative as illustrated in
(23). We have already seen the use of pGn33 ‘or’ in alternative questions (§ 8.2.2).
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21.  Kakudzogén énémi w9, s’5mo?
ka-kudzogé nf kénémi w5 st 9-mod
CM-dog DEF SM-bite 2SG QP  2SG-see
‘The dog bit you, you see?’

22.  Buni ni béké, am ’ana?
bu-ni ni béké ani ka-na
CM-water DEF finish NEGCL CM-manner
‘The water is finished, is it not so?’

23.  Adba pin33?
4-4-ba pon33
3SG-PRSPROG-come DISJ
‘S/he is coming, isn’t he?’

8.2.4 Topic only questions

Topic only questions seek information about a topic entity. In Tafi, they are
marked by the UFP h3(3). This particle occurs on NPs. This information can
concern the whereabouts or any aspect of the person or thing. It is thus translated
into English as ‘where’, ‘how about’, etc. Consider the following examples:

24a. Tsyidmt ni h33?
tsytamt n{ h35
spokesperson ~ DEF UFP
‘Where is the spokesperson (= “linguist”)?’

24b.  Oni nf h3?
o-ni ni h3
CM-soup DEF UFP
‘Where is the soup?’

8.2.5 Content questions

Content questions, also referred to as wh-questions in English, are used to ask for
particular information specified through question words. They require more than a
yes/no answer. The following question words are used in Tafi:

25.  -ni ‘who/whom/whose’
kide ‘what’
fak3 ‘where’
kul{ ‘how’
kideso ‘why’

diwe ‘which’



Sentence Types 249

kibediiwé(be)  ‘when’, and
-shi ‘how many/ much’.

Generally, questions with these question words end on a low tone and the effect of
this is only realised when the preceding tone is non-low yielding a falling contour
tone at the end of these questions. They may occur ex-situ, i.e., fronted and placed
in clause-initial position, where they are in focus, or they may occur in-situ, i.c.,
where they occupy the position in the clause where the constituent being
questioned would occur in an otherwise unmarked clause. The question forms
diwe ‘which’ and -shi ‘how many/much’ are interrogative modifiers so they occur
after the head noun. Among the content question forms, only -shi ‘how
many/much’ and -ni ‘who’ show concord with the head noun. -shi ‘how
many/much’ has corresponding forms for the various classes of nouns it modifies.
Thus, it behaves like other quantifiers. The question form -ni ‘who’, on its part,
gets agreement for human nouns. In the singular, it takes the prefix a- whereas in
the plural, it takes the baa- prefix. These prefixes correspond with the noun-class
prefixes of the al-/ba(a)- classes which are typically made up of animate nouns.
duwe ‘which’ does not show concord with the head noun it modifies. However, it
can be nominalised by the addition of nominal prefixes. As such, it does behave
like qualifiers (see Chapter 3 on noun classes for more discussions on -shi ‘how
many/much?’ and diwe ‘which?’). When the content question forms, -ri ‘who’,
kide ‘what’ and kidéso ‘why’ are in focus, they occur with gupt ‘REL’/*CONN’ in
a kind of cleft construction. All the content question forms except diiwe ‘which’
can be used in elliptical questions. For diwe ‘which’ to be used elliptically it has to
be nominalised.

The subject pronominal form in an ex-situ question in which a non-subject role is

questioned is realised in one of the following ways:

- If it is the 1SG, 2SG, 3SG or 2PL pronoun it is realised as an independent
form.

- Ifitis the 1PL or 3PL pronoun it is realised as a dependent form.

This is illustrated by the following examples where (26) and (27) show the
question word ex-situ in clause-initial position and (28) shows the question word in
situ:

26.  Kide wisho?
kide w5 5-5-ho
what 2SG.IND 2SG-PRSPROG-grind
‘What are you grinding?’

27.  Kide laaho?
kide 14-4-ho
what 3PL.DEP-PRSPROG-grind
‘What are they grinding?’
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Baaho kide?

bé-4-ho kide
3PL-PRSPROG-grind what
“They are grinding what?’

In the following subsections, the content question words are discussed in turn.

8.2.4.1 -nt ‘who’

This question word is used to ask about the identity of a person. It can occur in
clause-initial position as illustrated in (29) - (31) as well as in clause-final position
as in (32). The questioned constituent can fulfill different grammatical roles in the
clause. For instance, it can have a subject function, as in (29) and (31), or object
function, as in (30), or a copula complement function, as in (32).

29.

30.

31.

32.

Ant y’abdayikd anGvdon "ufudn ana?

é-ni yi 4-ba-yiks a-n6vd ni fufué nf
AM-who 3SG.IND SM-VENT-take CM-child DEF fufu DEF
é-na

SM-eat

‘Who came and ate the baby’s fufu?’ (Gbaxili)

Béant Es’ édzi bawin 4k5?

basni Esi édzi  ba-wi ni  4k5
AM-who Esi  SM-buy CM.PL-dress DEF SM-give
‘Who (pl) did Esi buy the dresses for?’

Ani gt atsyans Esi ni kedzin{im?

é-nt g a-tsyano Esi ni ke-dzi ni kum
AM-who REL 3SG.DEP-meet Esi LOC CM-market DEF inside
‘Who met Esi in the market?’

W’6nid 4ni?

wd 6-nu é-ni

2SG.IND SM-COP AM-who

‘Who are you?’ (lit. “You are who?’)

-mi can also be used to ask about a possessor. This is when it is followed by a
possessed noun. This is demonstrated in (33).
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33.  An’ epidzya 4t ékan?
é-ni e-pidzya &-ta ki-ku ni
AM-who CM-goat SM-chew CM-yam DEF
‘Whose goat ate the yam?’

8242 Kide ‘what’

The content question word kide ‘what’ is used to ask about non-human entities or
situations. The following examples show the use of this question word.

34,  Kide w’oyi ob6i?

kide wo o-yi 0-bo6ni
what 2SG.IND SM-kill CM-today
‘What did you kill today?’

35.  Kidé gt bhitt Esi?
kide g bhitt Esi
what REL do Esi
‘What happened to Esi?’

36. Kide Kofi amo?
kide Kofi &-mo
what Kofi SM-see
‘What did Kofi see?’

37.  Kide kuli ta Kofi?
kide ki ta Koff
what 3SG.IND sting Kofi
‘What stung Kofi?’

Example (37) follows the structure of a subject focus construction where the
subject NP is placed in clause-initial position but is followed by an independent
form of the pronoun that refers to it. (35) is also a subject question where the
question word is followed by gt ‘REL’ and the rest of the clause (see also example
(29) for ant ‘who’ subject question). It must also be pointed out that the question
word in (37) can be followed by gi ‘REL’ instead of the independent pronoun as
shown in (35). For ex-situ object questions, the question word appears clause-
initially and there is a gap in its normal position in the rest of the clause (see
examples (30), (34) and (36) above).

We turn now to adjunct content question words.
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8.2.4.3 Féak5 ‘where’

Féak5 ‘where’ is the content question word used to ask about a location which the
questioner has no idea about, as exemplified in (38) — (41). It appears that fik3
‘where’ is a compound made up of two constituents fa, the meaning of which is not
quite clear and the noun root -k3 ‘place’. At times, instead of the full form fak3,
speakers use only fi to mean ‘where’ as illustrated in (39). It is also interesting to
note that the locative preposition n{ may be pied piped with the fikd ‘where’
question word in clause-initial position as in (40). However, the occurrence of the
locative preposition is obligatory when fak3 ‘where’ occurs in situ as in (41) (cf.
Harley 2005 on Tuwuli).

38.  Fak} adzun aavt?
fak5 a-dzi ni a-a-vi
where CM-woman DEF SM-PRPSPROG-go
‘Where is the woman going?’

39. Fa w’odé?
fa wd o-dé
where 2SG.IND SM-come.from
‘Where are you from?’

40.  (N{) faks adzun 4avi?
(nf) fiks a-dzl ni a-a-vi
(LOC) where CM-woman DEF SM-PRSPROG-go
‘Where is the woman going?’

41.  Ama atsan’ anyin ni fiks?
Ama 4-tsén3 4nyi ni i  fik$
Ama SM-meet CM-man DEF LOC where
‘Ama met the man where?” OR ‘Where did Ama meet the man?’

8.2.4.4 Kalt ‘how’

The content question word which is used to ask for information about the condition
of someone or something such as health condition or about the performance of an
action is kilt ‘how’. The following examples in (42) - (44) exemplify the use of kil
‘how’. The examples in (40) and (41) are questions which are normally addressed
to a sick person.

42.  Kili w’odzi 00?
kii wb o-dzi 00
how 2SG.IND SM-be UFP
‘How are you?’
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43.  Kul{ ishinim {ibhitt w5?
ki i-shd n{ kum {-{-bhit1 wi
how CM-body DEF inside SM-PRSPROG-do 2SG
‘How are you?” OR ‘how do you feel in your body?’ (lit.: ‘how is your
body inside doing you?’)

44.  Kui labhutf "udzo?
ki  1a-bht bu-dzo
how 3PL.DEP-make CM-palm.oil
‘How is palm oil prepared?’

Kili ‘how’ is also used to ask about the name of an entity or place as in (45) and it
may occur elliptically in greetings to mean ‘how are things?’

45, Ku{ leklu anGvai?
kii lekli a-né6vd ni
how 3PL.DEP-call CM-child DEF
‘How is the child called?’ OR ‘What is the name of the child?’

8.2.4.5 Kidéso ‘why’

To ask for information concerning the reason for an action or event, the question
word kidéso ‘why’ is used as shown in (46) - (48). (48) shows an elliptical use of
kidéso ‘why’. This word is made up of the question word kide ‘what’ and so ‘so,
thus’. In my corpus, kidéso ‘why’ is obligatorily followed by the relativiser gt
‘REL’ or the connector pt when it occurs clause-initially.”

46.  Kideéso pt 6boyu ’ivi nt bekus’edziniii?
kidéso pt 6-bo-yu ki-vu m
why CONN  2SG.DEP-VENT-dance CM-dance =~ COM
be-kusi e-dzini ni
CM.PL-chief CM-wife DEF
‘Why did you come and dance with the queens?” (Sahwi)

47.  Ddiba sukl obdn, kideéso?
o-di-ba suku o-béi kidéso
2SG-NEG2-come  school CM-today  why
“You did not come to school today, why?’

* The gt ‘REL’ and p1 ‘CONN’ alternate in a number of environments e.g. onu.gt and onu.pt
‘if” and this is one context where such alternation takes place.
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48.  Kideso, Yayra?
kidéso Yayra
why Yayra
‘Why, Yayra?’

In (47), kideso ‘why’ occurs as if it were a tag attached to a proposition and asking
for the reason why the proposition is true.

8.2.4.6 -shi ‘how many/much’

The question word which is used to seek information with regard to quantity or
amount in Tafi is -shi ‘how many/much’. -shi ‘how many/much’ is an interrogative
modifier and it takes prefixes to show agreement with the head noun it modifies.
The form of the agreement prefix is tVV-. t- is a quantifier prefix while the double
vowel represents a lengthened copy of the prefix vowel of the head noun, except
for the ba(a)- class prefix (see Chapter 3, § 3.3.2.4 for further discussion). The
referent of the question word -shi ‘how many/much’ may either be human or non-
human. When it is used to question count nouns, it is interpreted as ‘how many’ as
in (49) whereas when used with non-count nouns, it is interpreted as ‘how much’
as shown in (50). To ask about a sum of money or the price of an item on sale, the
noun ehof ‘cowries’ is used modified by the question word ta4shi ‘how many’ as in
(51). Ehoi ‘cowries’ is used apparently because in the olden days, cowries were
used as a form of payment/ in place of money. Also to ask about a person’s age,
the noun 4g3 ‘years’ is used and it is modified by t44shi ‘how many’ as illustrated
in (52).

49.  Isi titshi anyin ét&?
I-si tii-shi dnyi ni &€
CM.PL-tree AM-how.many CM-man DEF SM-slash
‘How many trees did the man cut?’

50.  Twwol5 taashi Koff dyali?
ti-wols t44-shi Kofi 4-yalt
CM-rubbish AM-how.many Kofi SM-collect
‘How much rubbish did Kofi collect?

51.  Ehoi taashi Am’ edzi akanai?
e-hoi t44-shi Ama e-dzi a-kana ni
CM.PL-cowric AM-how.many Ama SM-buy CM.PL-crab DEF
‘How much did Ama buy the crabs?’
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52.  Agp taashi Ksku dyiki?
4-g5 t44-shi Ksku 4-yiki
CM.PL-year AM-how.many Koiku SM-get
‘How old is Koku?’ (lit. Show many years has Kdku got?’

8.2.4.7 duwedd/ dawe ‘which’

diwe ‘which’, like -shi ‘how many/much’ is an interrogative modifier of nouns. It
is used to ask for information about a particular referent from a number of possible
ones as shown in (53) — (55). The full form of this question word is diwedi,
however, most often, speakers drop the final syllable.

53.  Adzi duwe(du) Esf 4mo?
a-dzi diwe(dd) Esi  4-mo
CM-woman which Esi  SM-see
‘Which woman did Esi see?’

54.  Kupoti dawe(di) Kof® ébhui?
ki-poti  diwe(di) Kofi é-bhui
CM-cloth which Kofi SM-cut
‘Which cloth did Kofi buy?’

55.  Bonya duwe(dn) buli ténu yi yi kpata *ana dza?

bG-nya diawe(di) buli tégu yi yi kpata
CM-sickness which ~ 3SG.IND be.able kill 3SG suddenly
ka-na dza

CM-manner UFP
‘Which sickness was able to kill him so suddenly?’

As stated earlier on, diwe(dd) ‘which’ does not show agreement with the head
noun it modifies and this is attested in examples (53) — (55) above. This question
word can be nominalised by prefixing it with the noun class prefix except for the
ti- class (see discussion under Chapter 3, § 3.3.2.6). The nominalised forms are
used as interrogative pronouns. The interrogative pronouns in examples (56) — (58)
represent the nouns modified by diwe(di) in (53) — (55) above.

56.  Edawe(di) Esi 4mo?
e-diwe(dd) FEsi amo
CM-which Esi  SM-see
‘Which one did Esi see?’

57.  Kidawe(du) Kof” ébhui?
ki-dawe(dd) Kofi é-bhui
CM-which  Kofi SM-cut
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‘Which one did Kofi buy?’

58.  Buduwe(dn) buli ténu yi yi kpata ana dza?
budiwe(dii) buli ténu yi yi kpata kana dza
CM-which  3SG.IND be.able kill 3SG suddenly thus UFP
‘Which one was able to kill him so suddenly?’

These interrogative pronouns can only be used in a context where both the
questioner and the addressee(s) already know what the referents are.

8.2.4.8 Kibeduweduibe/ kibediwebe ‘when’

Kibediwediibe/ kibediwebe ‘when’ is used to inquire about time. It is a complex
NP structure which is made up of the noun kibe ‘time’ followed by the question
word ‘which’ which is in turn followed by a copy of the initial noun. Thus this
complex NP can be interpreted as ‘time which time’. Kibediiwebe appears to be a
short form of kibediiwedidibe. With regard to kibediiwedjibe, the initial consonant
of the second noun kibe ‘time’ has been elided whereas with kibediiwebe, the final
syllable of the ‘which’ question word has been elided together with the prefix of
kibe ‘time’ Both kibediweddibe/ kibediiwebe ‘when’ are used interchangeably.
Most often in fast speech both are shortened to kibediiwé. The following sentences
in (59) — (61) are examples.

59.  Ababa kibediwebe?
é-ba-ba kibediwebe
3SG-FUT-come when
‘When will s/he come?’

60.  Kibeduwe lams¢?
kibediiwé 14-m3 yi
when 3PL.DEP-born 3SG
‘When was she born?’

61.  kibeduweduibe lade *€ka?
kibediwediiibe la-da ki-ku
when 3PL.DEP-plant CM-yam
‘When is yam planted?

Another question word used to ask about time is kibredzyifa ‘when’ as shown in
(62). This word has become archaic, it used to be more common and now it is
seldom used and is unknown to the younger speakers.
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62.  Kibredzyifa Ak ashi?
kibredzyifa Akd 4-shi
when Aki  SM-leave
‘When did Aku leave?’

At times, interrogative sentences may contain more than one content question word
as demonstrated in (63) and (64). This usually happens especially when the
questioner misses out on information given by the addressee(s) or speech
participants.

63.  Kide gt Kof” adko ak5 ant kibredzyifa?
kide g Kofi 4&-ytko  4-kj é-nt kibredzyifa
what REL Kofi SM-take SM-give AM-who when
‘What did Kofi give to whom and when?’

64.  Ant Ak édzi kide 4k3?
4-nt Aki é-dzi  kide 4-k5
AM-who Aki SM-buy what SM-give
‘Who did Aku buy what for?’

8.2.5 Some uses of questions

The two main types of questions: polar or propositional and content questions can
be used in discourse to serve different functions. Two of such uses are described
here, namely, the rhetorical use of questions (§ 8.2.5.1) and the use of questions in
the enactment of greeting routines (§ 8.2.5.2).

8.2.5.1 Rhetorical questions

Rhetorical questions are questions asked but for which the questioner does not, in
fact, expect the addressee(s) to answer because the answer is known; or because
the answer is obvious. In Tafi, rhetorical questions can be in the form of a
propositional or a content question. The question in (65) was asked in the context
where a woman calls her child to come and another child follows him so she asked
that other child whether she has called him to come too. The question in (66), on
the other hand, was asked by a parent who had not seen his son the whole of the
morning and when they finally met and the child made no attempt to greet, he asks
him whether he has seen him (the father) since morning.

65.  Ikld w3 s’3ba?
i-kla wd  si 5-ba
1SG-call 2SG COMP  2SG.DEP-come
‘Did I call you to come?’
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66.  G’oyi 0kd6€yi obon ’iélizizan Stimo m’amt x3a?

gL 0-yl 6-k6éyl 0-bo6ni ke-liziza
REL 2SG.DEP-show.up 2SG.DEP-exit CM-today CM-daybreak
ni 5-ti-mo mi a-m xaa

TOP 2SG-PERF-see 1SG.IND CM-face UFP
‘When you woke up and went out today, have you seen my face?’

Sometimes, when something unfortunate happens, one may ask the rhetorical
question as in (67).

67.  Kibuf qiwe nin dza?
ki-bui diwé ni  1nf dza
CM-case which COP AM-PROX UFP
‘What is this?” OR ‘What a scandal or problem is this?’ (Sahwi)

8.2.5.2 Greeting questions

During the exchange of greetings, participants in the speech situation ask a lot of
questions about their own health, about the health of members of their various
households and also about places where they stay or are returning from (i.e. from a
journey, farm, market, etc.). The following are examples of greetings recorded
from Mador. Example (43) is repeated here as (70).

68.  W’3kj nie?
wd a-k$ ni e
2SG.IND CM-place DEF UFP
‘How is your place?’

69. Bandvdn ali m3"?
ba-nGvd ni ba-l{ mJ
CM.PL-child DEF SM-be.at well
‘Are the kids well?” OR ‘How are the kids?’

70.  Kul{ ishiinim {{bhitt w5?
ki i-shd n{ kum {-{-bhiti wi
how CM-body DEF inside SM-PRSPROG-do 2SG
‘How are you?’ OR ‘how do you feel in your body?’ (lit.: “how is your
body inside doing you?’)

As the examples show, such questions can be propositional ones as in (68) and
(69) or content questions as in (70).
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83 Imperative utterances

8.3.1 Imperatives

Imperative sentences are used by speakers to ask or get someone to perform an
action or get into a particular state. The imperative in Tafi is expressed in different
ways depending on the person and the number of addressees involved. When the
command is directed at the second person singular, the bare form of the verb is
employed and the 2SG subject remains unexpressed as illustrated in (71) and (72).

71. Koééyi 72. Ba
kééyi ba
exit come
‘Go out!” ‘Come!’

However, for plural addressees, the 2PL pronoun precedes the bare form of the
verb as shown in (73) and (74). The different vowels in the 2PL pronoun in these
examples are due to the ATR values of the vowels in the verb. Thus in Tafi, the
subject of the 2SG imperative is unexpressed but the plural subject is expressed.

73.  Noba! 74.  Notsu!
no-ba no-tsi
2PL-come 2PL-dig
‘Come!” (You plural) ‘Dig!” (You plural)

The following sentences in (75) and (76) are examples of a main clause which
comprise an imperative construction and a purpose clause introduced by the irrealis
complementiser tt.

75.  Batilo ne éda!
ba t Ib na ki-d5
come COMP 1PL.DEP eat CM-thing
‘Come and let’s eat!” (Lit.: ‘Come in order that we eat!”)

76.  Klu al’ enyi tt lon ¢!
kli ball e-nyi t lo-nd é
call 3PL CM.PL-name COMP 1PL.DEP-hear UFP
‘Mention their names so we hear!” (Sahwi)

Serial verb constructions (SVCs) also occur as imperative clauses. In such
constructions, when the addressee is the 2SG the first verb occurs in the
imperative, that is the bare form of the verb and the second verb is marked with a
pronominal subject as in (77) and (78). As regards the 2PL imperative, as should
be expected, the 2PL pronoun occurs with both verbs as in (79) - (81).
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77. D’opa 78. D’owu
di o-pa di o-wu
go 2SG-eat go 2SG-climb
‘Go eat’. ‘Go climb’.

79.  Nod’oz’iési 80.  Nod’oplu
no-dh no-za kesi no-di no-pli
2PL-go 2PL-sit down 2PL-go 2PL-wash
‘Go sit down (You plural)’. ‘Go wash (You plural)’.

81.  Noyiko ’ebuin 5ks adzin!
No-ytko ki-bii  nf no-k$ a-dzi n{
2PL-take CM-case DEF SM-give CM-woman DEF
‘Put the case before the woman’.
(Lit.: You (pl) take the case and give to the woman’.) (Saxwf{)

The force of imperatives can be attenuated or modified by the use of the routine
expression { de kukd® ‘I beg’ or ‘please’ which literally means ‘I take off (my) hat’
which occurs before the imperative construction as in (82). Alternatively,
adverbials such as kib3€ ‘a little” and even certain address terms may be used as in
(83).

82.  Ide kikii noks *ul3 *édz6!
i-de kikd no-k$ buld  ki-dzo
1SG-take.off hat  2PL-give 1PL CM-way
‘Please, allow us!” (lit. I take off (my) hat, you (pl) give us way.”)

83.  M’ada, tsobund mi ’1b3¢!
mi ada tsi 0-blind mi  kibsé
1SG.IND CM-sister draw 2SG-be.near 1SG a.little
‘My sister, draw near me a little!’

8.3.2 Prohibitives

Prohibitives or negative imperatives are used when a speaker does not want the
addressee(s) to carry out an activity etc. In such a case, the negative marker ti/ti
‘NEG1”’ is used. The choice of any of the variants of the negative marker depends
on the ATR status of the initial vowel of the verb stem. Thus, for singular, the
negative occurs initially followed by the verb. For plural prohibitive, the 2PL
subject pronoun occurs followed by the negative marker as shown in (86).

% The phrasal verb de kiki ‘beg’ or ‘please’ is borrowed from Ewe and it means ‘remove
one’s hat’.



Sentence Types 261

84.  Tikla ’ali?!
ti-kld bal{
NEG1-call 3PL
‘Don’t call them!’

85.  Tuwe *édon?!
ti-pa ki-d5 ni
NEGI-eat CM-thing DEF
‘Don’t eat the food!”

86.  Notutd 6tan?!
no-ti-ta o-ti ni
2PL-NEGI1-throw CM-gun DEF
‘Don’t fire the gun!” (You plural)

Another prohibitive construction with the form t3 followed by the verb is used to
ask someone who is in the process of doing something not to continue doing it. It
tends to be translated as ‘don’t do X again’. This is illustrated below.

87.  Tdiné ’edd?.
t3-na ki-d5
PROHIB-eat CM-thing
‘Don’t eat again!’

88.  Notdvi?.
no-t3-vi
2PL-PROHIB-go
‘Don’t go again!” (You pl)

Where it involves the prohibition of an action performed prior to the time of
speaking, the prohibitive construction is reinforced by the marker vla ‘again’ (see §
7.3.8 for a discussion on vla).

89.  T3vldné *edd?.
t3-vls-na ki-d5
PROHIB-again-eat CM-thing
‘Don’t eat anymore!’

90.  NotdvI5vir.
no-t3-vls-vi
2PL-PROHIB-again-go
‘Don’t go anymore!” (You pl)
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8.3.3 Optative

The optative is a type of imperative which expresses a wish. The optative in Tafi is
expressed by the use of the causative verb k3 ‘give, let, cause, make’. The
causative verb k3 ‘give, cause, let, make’ is used to introduce the 1® and 3™ person
imperatives. The following are examples:

91.  Kor ba! 92. Ko y’azha!
ki mi ba k$ yi 4-zha
let 1ISG come let 3SG  SM-sing
‘Let me come!’ ‘Let him sing!’

93. Ko I5shi! 94. Ko lazha!
k3 15-shi k5 14-zha
let 1PL.DEP-leave let 3PL.DEP-sing
‘Let us leave!” ‘Let them sing!’

Also, when a prayer is said one of the responses is as shown in the sentence in
(95).

95. Ko i béélim!
ki kdi ba kut kum
let 3SG  come 3SG.IND inside
‘Let/ May it be so’ or ‘let/ may it come to pass!’ (Lit.: ‘let/ may it come
inside!”)



