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4  NOUN PHRASES AND NOMINAL MODIFIERS

This chapter examines the various types of noun phrases and the structure of the
noun phrase. It also looks at nominal modifiers. A noun phrase in Tafi consists
minimally of a head nominal. The head nominal which is obligatory may be a
common noun, a pronoun or a proper name. As illustrated in sentence (1), Kofi,
which is a proper noun, constitutes the noun phrase and it is the head noun.

1. Kof ékoéyt.
[Kofilyp é-k6éyt
Kofi SM-exit
‘Kofi went out.’

The head noun can be accompanied by modifiers which can be any of the
following occurring in a fixed order: qualifier, quantifier, interrogative qualifier,
determiner, and intensifier. This chapter is organised as follows: first, I introduce
the structure of the noun phrase, I then look at the various types of noun phrases.
After that, I go to the modifiers including adjectives, numerals and demonstratives.

4.1 The structure of the noun phrase

The general structure of a simple Noun Phrase (NP) can be summarised as follows:

[[NOUN] - (QUALIFIER) - (QUANTIFIER) - (INTERROGATIVE QUALIFIER) -
(DETERMINER) — (INTENSIFIER)]

This structure is illustrated by the NPs in the following examples.

2a.  Anyin ashi.

4-nyi ni a-shi
CM-man DEF SM-leave
N DET

‘The man left’

2b.  isi qrdama tigéné ’1ilin pétéé.

i-si di-dama ti-géné t-l{lin{ pétéé
CM.PL-tree RED-tall AM-seven AM-those all
N QUAL QT DET INT

‘all those seven tall trees’

2c.  bukudzogé gbigbla tugéné Glilin pétéé.

bu-kudzogé gbigbld tu-géné G-lilin{ pétéé
CM.PL-dog big AM-seven  AM-those  all
N QUAL QT DET INT

‘all those seven big dogs’
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The example in (2a) illustrates a simple noun phrase while those in (2b) and (2c¢),
illustrate a fully extended noun phrase. As shown in (2a), the noun slot is occupied
by 4ny{ ‘man’ and it is modified by the definiteness marker which is a determiner.
In (2b), isf ‘trees’ and in (2¢), bukudzogg ‘dogs’ occupy the noun slot, the qualifier
slot is filled by didama ‘tall’ (2b) and gbigbld ‘big’ (2c), tigene and tugene ‘seven’
as well as {lilini and Olilin{ ‘those’ in (2b) and (2¢) fill the quantifier and the
determiner slots respectively while pétéé ‘all’ is an intensifier. Each of these
categories is further discussed in later sections. All these modifiers are optional
elements within the NP.

The noun isf ‘trees’ in (2b) is made up of the root -si and the plural prefix i- which
belongs to the i- class whereas bukudzoggé ‘dogs’ in (2c) consists of the root -
kudzogg and the plural prefix bu-. The qualifier slot can be filled by an adjective as
illustrated in (2) above. Adjectives do not show concord with the head noun so
didama ‘tall’ and gbigbld ‘big’ in (2b) and (2¢) respectively do not occur with any
agreement marker. Quantifiers include numerals and interrogative quantifiers such
as ‘how many/much?’ Numerals, especially cardinal numerals, agree with the head
noun, however, it is only their modifying forms* which do so as shown in
examples (2b) and (2c). Thus, the prefixes ti- in tigéné ‘seven’ in (2b) and tu- in
tugéné ‘seven’ in (2¢) are the agreement markers cardinal numerals take when they
occur with nouns in the i- and bu® classes respectively. Ordinals, on the other
hand, behave like qualifiers in that they do not show agreement with the head
noun. The definiteness marker also does not show agreement. Other determiners
however show concord with the head noun. For instance, the 1- and u- prefixes
attached to the demonstrative -lilini ‘that’ in (2b) and (2c) are the agreement
markers that this demonstrative takes when it modifies a noun belonging to the i-
and bu- classes respectively. Intensifiers are the final constituents that occur within
the NP. They also do not show concord with the head noun as exemplified in (2)
above.

4.2 Types of noun phrases

There are different types of noun phrases. They include conjoined, alternate and
possessive noun phrases. In each of the following subsections, I describe them in
turn.

4.2.1 Conjoined Noun Phrase

Noun phrases can be conjoined with the connector or linker m ‘COM’ as
exemplified in (3) and (4) below. m ‘COM’ is the same as the comitative
preposition and as such Tafi can be viewed as a “WITH-language” following

3 The discussion of the various forms of the numerals is in section 4.3.
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Stassen (2000). In (3a), the names of the animals, kakudzogg ‘dog’ and gbokoé
‘frog’ just as in (3b), the noun phrases anGv3d ni ‘the boy’ and yi obhali ‘his
friends’ are conjoined with m ‘COM’. In situations where there are more than two
noun phrases to be linked together, the linker m ‘COM’ may occur between the
last two nouns as shown in (4).

3a.

3b.

422

Bagan enyi alénu kakudzogé m gbokoé.

ba-ga nf e-nyi al{ é-nu ka-kudzogg
CM.PL-animal DEF CM.PL-name 3PL.IND SM-COP CM-dog
m gbokoé

COM frog

‘The names of the animals are dog and frog.”  (FS)

AnGvan mt y’sbhualin dza bupa trakpoim.

a-nGvd nf m yi o-bhia-ali n{ ba-za
CM-child DEF COM 3SG.IND CM-friend-PL DEF SM-stay
bu-pé tru-kpé  kum

CM-house = AM-one inside
‘The child and his friends were staying in the same house.’ (FS)

BI3, yi nt Kofi, bl3 wiisé "uvini.

bl3 yi m  Kofi bl3 Wiise  bi-va ni
IPLIND 3SG.IND COM Kofi 1PL.IND tidy.up CM-house DEF
kum

inside

‘It is I, him and Kofi who tidied up the room.” (see §3.6.1 on pronouns for
further comment).

Alternate Noun Phrase

Pin35/pGn35” ‘or’ is the linker used to link noun phrases when one wants to give or
express other options or choices as illustrated in (5). Both forms are used
interchangeably. Speakers also use al§(6) or 166 ‘or’ which is borrowed from Ewe.

5.

Ama pin33 y’eyi dbavi edzinim.

Ama ping yi e-yi a-ba-w1 ke-dzi ni ki-mu
Ama or 3SG.IND CM-child SM-FUT-go CM-market DEF in
‘Ama or her child will go to the market.’

> P{n33/ptn33 ‘or’ is also used in questions. See Chapter 8, section 8.2.3 for more details.
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4223 Possessive Noun Phrase

There are two ways of forming nominal possessive constructions in the language.
In both types of possessive noun phrase, the possessor NP precedes the possessed
NP which is the head. One way of forming a possessive noun phrase is by simply
juxtaposing the two NPs as in (6) and (7). As usual, if the possessed noun has a
CV prefix, the consonant is elided.

6a.  adzt "poti
a-dzi kui-poti
CM-woman CM-cloth
‘A woman’s cloth’

6b.  ekusin {s5
e-kusi ni 1-s5
CM-chief DEF CM-horse
‘The chief’s horse’

7a. Maéwnto ahot
Mawiito a-hot
Mawuto CM-hand
‘Mawuto’s hand’

7b. Kok tsri
Kokii o-tsri
Kok CM-leg
‘Koku’s leg’

This strategy applies to pronominal possessors as well (see Section 3.6 for details).
Another way of forming the possessive noun phrase is by placing the third singular
independent pronoun yi{ ‘3SG.IND’ between the two NPs. In this second type, the
possessed NP is a singular kinship term. Thus, for singular kinship possession, the
dependent, i.e., the possessor is marked on the head with the independent pronoun
yi ‘3SG.IND’ as shown in (8a) and (8b). The example in (9) illustrates the plural
form of the kinship possession where the possessor and possessed NPs are simply

juxtaposed.

8a.  Mawiili y’enida
Mawidli  yi é-nida
Mawuli 3SG.IND CM-aunt
‘Mawuli’s maternal aunt’

8b.  Kuma y’adzya
Kumid  yi 4-dzya
Kumah 3SG.IND CM-brother
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‘Kumah’s brother’

9. Bangvan aka
ba-nGvd ni a-ka
CM.PL-child DEF CM-father
‘The children’s father’

43 Nominal Modifiers

In the previous section, it was pointed out that the nominal modifiers include
qualifiers, quantifiers, interrogative qualifier, determiners, and intensifiers. In this
section, the modifiers are looked at.

4.3.1 Adjectives

There is a general consensus among linguists that all languages seem to have noun
and verb classes but there is some controversy about whether all languages have an
adjective class. Dixon (2004:1) proposes that for every human language a
“distinct” adjective class can be identified. He, however, adds that the criteria for
distinguishing adjectives from other word classes are quite subtle because “in some
languages, adjectives have similar grammatical properties to nouns, in some to
verbs, in some to nouns and verbs and in some to neither of them”. For this reason,
Welmers (1973:243) advises in relation to African languages that one should “be
suspicious of adjectives; some of them are not”.

In this section, I examine how property concepts are coded in Tafi. Some property
concepts are coded as adjectives which function in an NP. Adjectives in Tafi are a
subset of Qualifiers which occur immediately after the head noun and before the
Quantifier phrase in an NP. There is no concord between the head noun and the
adjective or Qualifier for that matter as illustrated below. The adjective class in the
language is relatively small as compared to the noun and verb classes.

10a. Béfleté gbigbla tidbhan eyl tédzyin.
bé-fleté gbigbld t{a-bha nf bé-yi tédzyi ni
CM.PL-leopard big AM-two DEF SM-kill donkey DEF
“The two big leopards killed the donkey.’

10b. Adzii ébhui poti vuva.
a-dzi n{ é-bhui  ki-pott  vuvd
CM-woman DEF SM-cut CM-cloth new
‘The woman has bought a new cloth.’

In (10a), the subject NP is headed by béfleté ‘leopards’ which is modified by the
adjective gbigbld ‘big’ and the numeral t{dbha ‘two’ whereas in (10b), kipot{ ‘cloth’
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is the head noun within the object NP and it is modified by vuv3 ‘new’ which is an
adjective.

Property concepts may be expressed with non-derived or derived adjectives;
ideophonic forms as well as relative clauses containing an expression denoting a
property (see Bobuafor to appear).

43.1.1 Non-derived adjectives

So far, only three underived adjectives have been identified. These are kpé ‘bad,
evil’, bhuli ‘small’ and gunii ‘short’. Kpi ‘bad’ is exemplified in (11) below. This
adjective is a value term used to describe people or items that are bad, evil, out of
use or unserviceable.

1la. an5kpé ‘a bad/evil person’
11b. kaa kpa ‘an old car that is no longer in use’
43.1.2 Ideophonic Adjectives

In Tafi, ideophones are used as qualifiers to modify nouns. Like the non-derived
and derived adjectives, the ideophonic forms do not enter any agreement relation
with the head noun as shown in (12b) and (12c). Examples include:

12a.  hoythoyt “fat’ dzyogd ‘good’
bubut ‘cold’ kutkutt ‘bitter’
tutu ‘black’ fndi ‘white’
sisit ‘slow’ tsstsd ‘pointed’
dzyrodo ‘long’ gelegelee ‘many/much’
gbiigbii ‘heavy’ gbonyogbonyo  ‘fat’

12b.  kikutt gbiigbii
ki-kutt  gbiigbil
CM-load IDEO.heavy
‘a heavy load’

12¢. adzi hoythoyt
a-dzi hoythoyt
CM-woman IDEO.fat
‘a fat woman’

The head nouns, kikutii ‘load’ in (12b) and adzi ‘woman’ in (12¢) are modified by
the ideophones gbiigbii ‘heavy’ and hoythoyr ‘fat’ respectively and occur in the
qualifier slot in the NP.



Noun Phrases and Nominal Modifiers 105

43.13 Derived adjectives by reduplication

The principal means by which derived adjectives in Tafi are formed is through the
reduplication of intransitive verb stems. The reduplication can be total or partial
and the reduplicated part most often contains a pre-specified high vowel which
harmonises with the ATR value of the initial stem vowel as in (13) below. If the
verb stem has a nasalised vowel, the nasalisation is not copied as shown by the
verb pi ‘be(come) good’.

13.  tsydbmd ‘be(come).spoilt/rotten” — tsGtsydmd ‘spoilt/bad/rotten’
dza ‘be(come).ripe, red’ — dzdza ‘ripe, red’
vé ‘be(come).bitter’ — vivé ‘bitter’
pt ‘be(come).good’ - pipt ‘good’
nt ‘be(come).wide’ — mnt ‘wide’
dama ‘be(come).tall’ —  ddama ‘tall’
she ‘grow’ — shishe ‘old’

There are also some adjectives with reduplicated structure, however, their root or
derivational source is not clear. This is because forms such as those in the right
column of (14) to which they could be related do not exist in the language. Thus, it
could be possible that the ‘non-reduplicated’ form of these words may have been
used in the past and are no longer part of the lexicon (see also Dorvlo (2008) on
Logba, Essegbey (2010a) on Tutrugbu and Ameka (1991) on Ewe).

14. ggam  ‘strong, hard’ -~ *gam ‘be(come) strong’
ghigbld  ‘big, huge’ -~ *gbla ‘become big’
VUVv) ‘new’ -~ *v3 ‘become new’
kptkpit  ‘hot’ -~ *kpt ‘become hot’
WUW) ‘raw, fresh, green’ < *Wd ‘become raw’
43.1.4 Derivational possibilities of adjectives
43.1.4.1 Adverbialisation of adjectives

Some ideophonic adjectives or qualifiers come in two forms: a reduplicated form
and a triplicated form. The former functions as adjectives and the latter as
adverbials. The triplicated ideophonic forms are used for semantic effects such as
intensity. Examples (15a) and (15b) illustrate reduplicated forms functioning as
adjectives while (16a) and (16b) are examples of triplicated forms functioning as
adverbials.

15a.  Apoti tutii 4tsywi.
a-poti tuti ni  4tsywi
CM.PL-cloth IDEO.black DEF SM-tear
‘The black cloths are torn.’



106 Chapter 4

15b.  Apotifi 4nd tututd.
a-poti ni é-nd tu-tutt
CM.PL-cloth DEF SM-be.black RED-IDEO.black
‘The cloths are very black.’

16a. Ak3 éfuri “Gni bubut.
4-kd é-fu ni bu-ni bubut
3SG-give CM-guest DEF  CM-water  IDEO.cold
‘S/He offered the guest cold water.’

16b. Buni ni y3 bubutbut.
bu-ni n{ y3 bu-butbut
CM-water DEF be.cold RED-IDEO.cold
‘The water is very cold.’

As shown in (15a) and (16a) above, tutii ‘black’ and bubut ‘cold’ are adjectives
modifying apot{ ‘cloths’ and buni ‘water’, however, in (15b) and (16b), their
reduplicated forms tututti and bubuibut are used as adverbs modifying the verbs nj
‘be(come) black’ and y3 ‘be(come) cold’ respectively, yielding an interpretation of
intensification.

43.14.2 Adverbialisation of adjectives by suffixation

One of the non-derived adjectives takes a suffix -yi to form an adverbial as shown
in (17b).

17a. addka bhuli
a-ddka  bhuli
CM-box small
‘small box’

17b.  Adgkan edzyi bhuliyi.
a-ddka nf e-dzyi  bhuli-yi
CM-box DEF SM-be small-SFX
‘The box is small.’

43.143 Nominalisation of adjectives

Adjectives in the language can be made to function as nominals when they are
nominalised by the addition of class prefixes with the exception of the tuti- prefix.
Nominalised adjectives for the ti- class are formed by attaching the subject
pronoun of this class to the adjective. When adjectives are nominalised, they can
occur as head nouns and thus control agreement.
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18a. Aga gbigblan éféké anGvon.
a-ga gbigbld ni é-féké anGvd ni
CM-animal big DEF SM-lift CM-child DEF
‘The big animal lifted the child.” (FS)

18b.  Agbigblan éféké anGvan.
4-ghigbld nf é-féké  anGvd nf
CM-big DEF SM-lift CM-child DEF
“The big one lifted the child.” (referring to the animal)

19a. Tist dzyrodon idzyini.
fist dzyrodo ni ki-dzyini
feather  long DEF SM-break
“The long feather is broken.’

19b. Kidzyrodon idzyini.
ki-dzyrodo nf ki-dzyini
CM-long DEF SM-break
‘The long one is broken.’ (referring to the feather)

In (18a) and (19a), ghgbld ‘big’ and dzyrodo ‘long’ are adjectives modifying the
head nouns aga ‘animal’ and tist ‘feather’ respectively whereas agbigbld ‘big one’
in (18b) and kidzyrodo ‘long one’ in (19b) are the head nouns in subject position.
In both (18a) and (18b), the subject-verb agreement marker é- is used to cross-
reference the head nouns on the verb feké ‘lift’ while ki- is used to cross-reference
the head nouns in (19a) and (19b) on the verb dzyini ‘break’.

4.3.1.5 Non-adjectival means of coding property concepts

43.1.5.1 Modification by relative clauses

Adjectival concepts can also be expressed with relative clauses containing property
denoting expressions as in (20) - (22). The relative clause is introduced by an
invariable relative marker g (see section 9.1 on relative clauses).

20.  Afatt ékun gi 4tsSmdii pétéé.
a-fatt é-ki ni gL a-tsydmj n{ pétéé
3SG-peel CM.PL-yam DEF REL 3SG.DEP-spoil TOP all
‘S/he peeled all the rotten yams.” (lit. ‘the yams which are rotten’)

21.  Adzin akpi awt gt atsywi.
a-dA ni  4kpl a-wi g Atsywi
CM-woman DEF SM-puton CM-dress REL 3SG.DEP-tear
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“The woman is wearing a torn dress.” (lit. ‘a dress which is torn”)

22.  Ebhui osifi m kawifi gt édzyini.
e-bhui  o-sf ni m ka-wi ni g é-dzyini
3SG-cut CM-tree DEF COM CM-axe DEF REL 3SG.DEP-break
‘S/He cut the tree with the broken axe.’ (lit. ‘the axe which is broken’)

4.3.1.5.2 Quality/property concepts expressed with verbs

Some adjectival concepts are coded by property denoting verbs. Such verbs are
primarily intransitive. They denote a property and predicate it of the NP in subject
position in the one-place construction. (23a) and (23b) are illustrations. The verbs
zi ‘be(come) bad’ in (23a) and tsydm3 ‘be(come) rotten’ in (23b) state the
properties of the subject NPs.

23a. Ansvdn ézi.

a-n6vd nf é-zi
CM-child DEF SM-be.bad
‘The child is bad/spoilt.’

23b.  Okutan tsydmd.
o-kiti n{ 5-tsydm3
CM-orange DEF SM-be.rotten
“The orange is rotten.’

43.1.53 Quality/property concepts expressed with verb phrases

Property denoting nouns can be used as complements of verbs in a VP to predicate
qualities on a subject NP in a two-place construction. Consider the following
examples.

24a. lhéh 41'5na.
1-hé n{ a-l o-pna
CM-knife DEF SM-be.at CM-sharpness
‘The knife is sharp.’

24b.  AdzwnGvaen Eyi ‘ubhité.
a-dzZinGv3e ni é-yi bi-bhité
CM-girl DEF SM-resemble = CM-beauty
“The girl is beautiful.’

24c.  Onin 31’ 3dzyt.
o-ni n{ ol 3-dzyv
CM-soup DEF SM-be.at CM-sweetness
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‘The soup is tasty.’

In (24a) - (24c), 1hé ‘knife’, adzinGvae ‘girl” and oni ‘soup’ may be said to possess
the quality of opad ‘sharpness’, bubhité ‘beauty’ and 3dzyr ‘sweetness’ respectively
which occur as complements of the verbs in these sentences.

There is another group of VPs used to predicate qualities of entities. The
collocation of the verb and the NP together express properties as illustrated by the
examples in (25a) - (25d).

25a. Bawin ad5 ’ibé.
ba-wi ni ba-d5 ki-b6
CM.PL-dress DEF SM-contact CM-dirt
‘The clothes are dirty.’

25b.  Anyii aakp’ ayt.
é-nyi ni a-a-kpi a-yi
CM-man DEF SM-PRSPROG-put.on CM-laziness
‘The man is lazy.’

25¢c.  Anyin 4amo obld.
a-nyi n{ 4-mo 0-blo
CM-man DEF SM-see CM-anger
“The man is angry.’

25d. Buni ni vu ’ifd.
bu-ni ni vu ki-fi
CM-water DEF catch CM-fire
‘The water is hot.’

43.1.54 Quality/Property concepts expressed by a periphrastic
“medio-passive” construction

In Tafi, like in Nyagbo (Essegbey 2010a), Tuwuli (Harley 2005), Likpe and Ewe
(Ameka 2005), capability properties can be attributed to an Undergoer entity using
a dedicated construction which has been labelled medio-passive by Harley (2005)
and as Undergoer Voice Construction by Ameka (2005). In the Tafi construction
like in the Nyagbo construction, the operator verb is the verb meaning ‘be(come)
good’: pt in Tafi and p& in Nyagbo. In Tafi, the construction involves an operator
verb and a nominalised verb constituent which functions as a THEME argument to
the operator verb. Other features of the construction are:

26a. It is a mono-clausal two-place (see e.g. 27a), or three-place construction
(see e.g. 27b)
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26b.

26¢.

26d.

26e.

26f.

Chapter 4

The operator verb takes at least one complement which is a nominalised
verb and bears a THEME role to the operator verb. The nominalised verb
represents the state of affairs being modelled in the clause (see e.g. 27b).
The participants in the state of affairs in the nominalised verb are unified
with those of the operator verb, for example (27c).

The Undergoer-like argument is linked to the A (subject) function of the
construction and occurs in subject position in the clause and controls the
cross-referencing on the operator verb, for example (27d).

The Actor-like argument is either not realised (27a, c, or ¢) or it is coded as
a GOAL argument in a three place construction (27b, d, or f)

The construction can be interpreted as ‘the Undergoer entity is V-able’ (to
the Goal entity).

The sentences in (27) are illustrations of the ‘medio-passive’ construction.

27a.

27b.

27c.

27d.

27e.

271

Keplukpan apuukla.

ke-plukpd  nf ka-pt bu-kla

CM-book  DEF SM-be.good CM-read

‘The book was easy to read.” (Lit. The book was good to read.’)

Keplukpan apt Kofi "ukla.

ke-plukpd  nf ka-pi Kofi bu-kla

CM-book  DEF SM-be.good Kofi CM-read

“The book was easy to read for Kofi’ OR ‘Kofi likes reading the book’

Osin Spuuté.

o-si n{ 5-pi bu-té

CM-tree DEF SM-be.good CM-cut

‘The tree was easy to cut/ cutable .” (Lit. “The tree was good to cut.”)

Osin 3pt Koff "uté.

o-si n{ 5-pi Kofi bu-t

CM-tree DEF SM-be.good Kofi CM-cut

‘The tree was easy to cut for Kofi.” (Lit. ‘The tree was good to cut.’)

Kixwth {{puuwa.

ki-xwt n{ ki-{-pt bu-wa
CM-work  DEF SM-PRSPROG-be.good CM-do
‘The work is easy to do.” (Lit. “The work is good to do.”)

Kixwti ipT Kofi "uwa.

ki-xwt n{ ki-pi Kofi bu-wa

CM-work  DEF SM-be.good Kofi CM-do

‘The work was easy to do for Kofi.” (Lit. ‘The work is good to do.”)
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43.1.5.5 Nominals as Qualifiers

There are certain complex noun structures where a nominal immediately follows
another noun. This nominal semantically qualifies the first noun. In such cases, the
second nominal tends to be a derived nominal relating to human propensity. It must
be noted that though these derived nominal forms may denote property concepts,
they are not syntactic adjectives. In Tafi, such nominals could be derived, for
instance, by attaching the noun eleté ‘owner (of)’ to a human propensity term as
shown in (28) and (29).

28a. adzt ehoélété alilin
a-dzi e-hoélété a-lilin
CM-woman CMe-rich.person AM-DIST
‘that rich woman’

28b. anyinGvdE ayiélété
a-nyinGvoe  4-yiélété
CM-boy CM-lazy.person
‘a lazy boy’

29a. badzti ehoélété alilin
ba-dA e-hoélété a-lilin
CM.PL-woman CM-rich.person AM-DIST
‘those rich women’

29b. banyinGvaE ayiélété
ba-nyinGv3e 4-yiélété
CM.PL-boy CM-lazy.person
‘lazy boys’

As the examples above show the qualifier noun does not agree with the head noun
as predicted from the fact that qualifiers do not show agreement with the head
noun. The implication of this is that the nominal property expression occurs in the
Qualifier slot in a simple noun phrase. An alternative analysis of the forms above
is that the nominal property word forms a phrase with the rest of the NP and this
NP (e.g. those rich people) in turn acts as a modifier in apposition to the main head
(women).

From the preceding, it is clear that Tafi has very few non-derived adjectives
probably not more than three, however, there are various ways through which
adjectival concepts are expressed in the language and these are through
reduplication of property verbs to form adjectives, relativisation, nominal property
words used as complements of predicators, for example, locative or resemble
verbs, medio-passive constructions, property verbs as predicates in one or two
place-constructions. Moreover, certain ideophonic forms are also used as adjectives
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to modify nouns in the language. Furthermore, like other qualifiers in the language,
adjectives do not show agreement with the head noun but they can be nominalised
and when they are, they control agreement, i.e., they can head the noun phrase.
Semantic types of property concepts & la Dixon (1982, 2004) are distributed across
various morpho-syntactic strategies. Words for basic colours are either ideophonic
(black and white) or reduplicated verbs (red and green). When adjectival words are
used predicatively, they undergo category change, for example, ideophonic
adjectives become adverbials. Recall that property verbs are an important source of
adjectival concepts. It can be said that adjectival in Tafi are only used attributively
and not predicatively (see Ameka 2012 for similar claim in Ewe).

4.4 Numerals

The numerals consist of cardinal and ordinal numbers. In a noun phrase, the
numerals occur after the adjective and before the interrogative qualifier and the
determiner (see Bobuafor (2009b) for an overview).

431 Cardinal numbers

Tafi has a decimal numeral system. The counting forms of cardinal numbers are
different from the form they take in attributive position. In the counting form, the
words for six, seven, and nine have a zero prefix while the others have prefixes
which are vowels.

3 bl

30. o-li one
1-bha ‘two’
1-ta ‘three’
I ‘four’
i-ti “five’
holo ‘six’
géné ‘seven’
a-sut ‘eight’
hit4 or zhit4 *° ‘nine’
ki-f5 ‘ten’

The multiples of ten, i.e., twenty, thirty etc. are formed by prefixing either the root
or stem of the numbers ‘one’ to ‘nine’ with the prefix af-, and the quantifier prefix
t-, yielding 4f-t-*’" followed by the vowel /a/ or /e/ depending on the ATR value of

3¢ Zhitd and hité are used interchangeably.

37 It appears that there used to be a vowel between /f/ and /t/ which has been elided. A look
at other GTM languages that are close to Tafi such as Nyagbo and Avatime, for instance,
clearly suggest that there must have been a vowel occurring between the two consonants.
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the stem except for the words for ‘thirty’ and ‘fifty’. The word for ‘thirty’ is
formed by prefixing af- followed by two vowels /aa/ to the root of ‘three’ whereas
for “fifty’, it is formed by prefixing af- followed by the vowel /e/ to the word for
‘five’, that is, the prefix together with the root. Below are the words for the
multiples of ‘ten’.

31.  éf-t-a-bha ‘twenty’
af-aa-ta ‘thirty’
4f-t-a-If “forty’
af-e-iti “fifty’
af-t-e-holo ‘sixty’
af-t-e-géné ‘seventy’
af-t-a-sut ‘eighty’
af-t-e-hita ‘ninety’

The counting forms of the numbers ‘eleven’, ‘twenty-one’, ‘thirty-one’, etc., are
formed with the words for ‘ten’ or its multiples, followed by the NP linker m
‘COM’ whose vowel is deleted, and the prefix t-, attached to the counting form of
‘one’ as shown below.

32, ki-f> n’t-o-1i* ‘eleven’ (ten and one)
af-t-a-bha n’t-o-li  ‘twenty-one’ (twenty and one)
af-aa-ta n’t-o-li ‘thirty-one’ (thirty and one) etc.

The numerals ‘twelve’ to ‘nineteen’, ‘twenty-two’ to ‘twenty-nine’, thirty-two’ to
‘thirty-nine’, etc., are formed in the same way, except that the roots of the
numerals ‘two’ up to ‘nine’ are prefixed with tia- or tie- depending on the [ATR]
value of the vowel in the root. These prefixes are the same as the ones numerals
take when they modify nouns belonging to the ba(a)- class. For example,

33.  ki-fo n’tia-bha ‘twelve’ (ten and two)
ki-fo n’tia-t4 ‘thirteen’ (ten and three)
ki-fo n’tie-ti “fifteen’ (ten and five)

af-t-a-bha n’tia-bha ‘twenty-two’ (twenty and two)
af-t-a-bha n’tia-td  ‘twenty-three’  (twenty and three)
af-t-a-bha n’tie-ti  ‘twenty-five’ (twenty and five)
if-aa-ta n’tia-bha  ‘thirty-two’ (thirty and two)
4-f-aa-ta n’tia-td ‘thirty-three’ (thirty and three)

For example, the word for ‘twenty’ in these two languages is afetabha and avitava
respectively.

*% The mid tone on the final syllable of ki-f5 ‘ten’ becomes low while the high tone on that
of af-aa-ta ‘thirty’ has become mid. This is because the following word m ‘and’ has a low
tone.
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4-f-aa-ta n’tie-tf ‘thirty-five’ (thirty and five)

The words alafd ‘hundred’ and akpé ‘thousand’ are borrowed words from Ewe
whereas that for ‘million’ mili3 is borrowed from English. They can be modified
by the forms which the numerals ‘two’ to ‘nine’ take when they follow ‘ten’ and
its multiples. When the numerals ‘hundred’ and ‘thousand’ are modified by the
numeral ‘one’, the form it takes is tedikpé which is different from the form it takes
when it follows ‘ten’ and its multiples.* The following are examples.

34.  alafa té-dikpo ‘one hundred’
akpé té-dikpo ‘one thousand’
mili5 te-dikpd ‘one million’
alafa tfa-bha ‘two hundred’
akpé t{a-bha ‘two thousand’
mili5 tia-bha ‘two million’

In attributive position, the cardinal numerals, especially ‘one’ to ‘nine’, agree with
the head noun in that they take a prefix made up of the quantifier prefix, the
consonantal prefix t- and a concord vowel that agrees with the vowel of the noun
prefix.** Thus, agreement is shown on the numbers ‘one’ to ‘nine’, depending on
the noun class (Bobuafor 2012). The number ‘ten’ has a form different from the
counting form also, which is 15-f5. However, this functions as a default form,
which does not agree with the noun it modifies, so it goes with all the classes. The
numbers ‘twenty’, ‘thirty’, etc. do not agree with the head noun either. They
maintain the same form when they occur with a noun from any of the noun classes.
As regards the numbers ‘eleven’, ‘twenty-one’, ‘thirty-one’, etc., their attributive
forms are identical to their counting forms, besides ‘eleven’, which is formed by
using 15-f5, the modifier form of ‘ten’, as shown in Table 3 below. Moreover, the
attributive forms of the numerals ‘twelve’ to ‘nineteen’, ‘twenty-two’ to ‘twenty-
nine’, thirty-two’ to ‘thirty-nine’, etc., are also formed by using the words for ‘ten’
or its multiples, the linker m ‘COM’, without its vowel and the attributive forms of
‘two’ to ‘nine’. Thus, for instance, if we have the number ‘twenty-five’ modifying
a noun, it is only the number ‘five’ that agrees with the head noun whereas the
form for ‘twenty’ remains the same, as illustrated in Table 3. Therefore, it is only
the digits that show agreement.

% This is the form the numeral ‘one’ takes when it modifies nouns belonging to the al- class
which is a default class for loanwords.

0 For the time being, the distinction between the form the numeral ‘one’ takes in attributive
position (i.e., tedikpd, trikpé etc.) and the form it takes after ‘ten’ and its multiples (i.e., t-o-
1f) is not clear. Also, the numeral modifiers of the ba(a)- class maintain the counting forms
of ‘two’ to ‘nine’ which occur after ‘ten’ and its multiples.
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The examples in Table 3 are an illustration of the concord between nouns in the

various classes and the numerals they occur with.

Table 4.1 Cardinal numerals

Class | Concord Meaning

al- e-kust té-dikp6 ‘one chief’

ba(a)- | bee-kusi tid-bha ‘two chiefs’
bee-kusi 15-fo n’t-o-1i ‘eleven chiefs’
bee-kusi 4f-t-a-bha n’tie-ti | ‘twenty-five chiefs’

o- o-bhoshi to-dukpd ‘one sheep’

i- i-bhoshi ti-bha ‘two sheep’
i-bhoshi 15-f> n’t-o-li ‘eleven sheep’
i-bhoshi af-t-a-bha n’ti-ti | ‘twenty-five sheep’

ki- ki-tokpi trikpd ‘one head’

a’- a-tokpu t4-bha ‘two heads’
a-tokpi 15-f5 n’t-o-1{ ‘eleven heads’
a-tokpi 4f-t-a-bha n’te-ti ‘twenty-five heads’

ka- ka-pa tie-dikpd ‘one hoe’

bu?- | bu-pa tu-bha ‘two hoes’
bu-pa 15-f5 n’t-o-li ‘eleven hoes’
bu-pa af-t-a-bha n’tu-ti ‘twenty-five hoes’

bu'-"' | bu-t5 trikpé ‘one ear’

ti- There are no count nouns in this class.

In context, the cardinal numerals which occur in attributive position behave
syntactically like pronominal expressions in that they can occur without a noun
denoting the enumerated entity; in which case they stand in for the noun as shown
in (35b). In this example, the noun head is elided and it is recoverable from the

agreement marker on the numeral.

35a. Ak3 anyiii bupa tubha.
4-kb d-ny{ ni bu-pa tu-bha
3SG-give CM-man DEF CM.PL-hoe AM-two
‘S/he gave the man two hoes.’

35b. Ak3 anyii tubha.
4-k5 a-nyi nf tu-bha
give CM-man DEF AM-two

4! The plural forms of nouns in the bu'- class belong to the ba(a)- class.
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‘S/he gave the man two (hoes).’

Moreover, the attributive cardinal numerals can occur in a form of “syntactic
iteration” which is a process involving the repetition of words or phrases (Ameka
1999:82). The type of syntactic iteration these numerals undergo is used among
others to express a kind of distributive meaning described as “serial ordering”
(Reynolds 1995:53) which can be paraphrased as “units of X at a time, one after
another” (Ameka, ibid.). Consider the following examples:

36a. akpan étsi trikpo trikpo.
a-kpa nf  étsi tri-kpé6  tri-kp6
CM.PL-fish DEF SM-diec AM-one AM-one
‘The fishes died one by one’

36b. Baéshi tiabha tiabha.
b4-shi tia-bha  tia-bha
3PL-leave = AM-two AM-two
“They left in pairs.’

The frequency of the occurrence of an event or state of affairs is indicated by
nominalising the verb that expresses the state of affairs by prefixing it with /a-/.
The nominalised form is then modified by the attributive form of a cardinal
number to show the number of times an event occurred or someone performed an
action. For example,

37a. Ab4 ab4 tabha.
4-ba a-ba ta-bha
3SG-come CM-come  AM-two
‘S/he came twice.’

37b. Amina y’ishi amina tata.
4-mina yi ki-shi a-mina  ta-td
3SG-whip3SG CM-stick CM-whip AM-three
‘S/he whipped him/her three times.’

442 Fractions

The concept ‘half” or ‘part’ is rendered by the nouns kegunii ‘half’ and képt ‘a
part/piece of a whole’. These nouns can be modified by cardinal numerals and
sometimes they are modified by z1zT ‘whole’ to convey an idea of not more or less
than half. kapt ‘a part/piece of a whole’ can also be modified by bhuli ‘small’ and
gbigbli ‘big” which are adjectives. Moreover, afa ‘half’ and akp4 ‘part’ which are
borrowed from Ewe are also used. The following are examples:



38a.

38b.

38c.

38d.

38e.

38f.

38g.
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Bis’1apt (gbigbla)

bisi ka-pt (gbigbld)
cola.nut CM-part (big)

‘A (big) piece of a cola nut’

Idzyin "apt tiedikpo

i-dzyi n{ ka-pt tie-dikpd
CM-heart DEF  CM-part AM-one
‘One part of the heart’

Y¢ abhlendénim bupt tubha!

yE a-bhlendé ni kum  bu-pt tu-bha
cut  CM-pineapple DEF inside CM.PL-part AM-two
‘Cut the pineapple into two parts!’

At5 *ed3 m budzo tumpé *eguni zizi.

a-t5 ki-d5 m bu-dzo tumpa ke-gunii z1zt
3SG-cook  CM-thing COM CM-palm.oil bottle CM-half whole
‘She used half bottle of oil to cook.’ (lit. ‘she cooked with a whole half
bottle of oil.”)

Edzyini nikp&niih bugunii tubha.

é-dzyini nikpé€ ni kum bu-gunii tu-bha
3SG-break maize DEF inside CM-half AM-two
‘He broke the maize into halves.’

budzo tumpa *fa

bu-dzo tumpd  a-fi
CM-palm.oil bottle CM-half
‘Half bottle of oil’

Ama bodobodoni akp4 t{ata.

4-mi bodobodo ni kum a-kpa tla-ta
3SG-divide bread DEF inside CM-part AM-three
‘S/he divided the bread into three parts.’

It is possible to express fractions with some action verbs denoting the manner in
which the item was separated or divided. These verbs are nominalised by being
reduplicated and adding the class prefix of the noun being referred to, to the
reduplicated stem. The nominalised form is followed by the (reduced form of) the
postposition kum ‘inside’ with its initial consonant elided. The derived form is in
turn followed by a cardinal number as in (39). These nominalised forms can occur
after the head noun or they can occur alone as the head noun. When these forms
occur as the head noun they can only be used in context in order for the speaker to
be understood by the addressee(s).
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39a.

39b.

39c.

39d.

39e.
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budzo tumpa *mimém tiabha

bu-dzo tumpd  4-mi-ma kum tia-bha
CM-palm.oil bottle CM-RED-divide inside AM-two

‘half bottle of palm oil’ (lit. ‘a bottle of oil divided into two parts’)

ébhubhuim tiabha/tiata

é-bhu-bhui kumt tia-bha / tia-td

CM-RED-cut  inside AM-two / AM-three

‘two or three parts of something that has been cut into a number of parts’
(e.g. bladzy6 ‘plantain’)

kibhubhuim trikpo

ki-bhu-bhui kum tri-kpo

CM-RED-cut  inside AM-one

‘One part of something that has been cut into a number of parts’ (e.g. kishi
‘stick’)

osi 6titéim todukpd

o-si 6-ti-té kum  to-dukp6

CM-tree CM-RED-slash inside AM-one

‘One part of a tree that has been slashed into a number of parts’

osf ititém tibha

o-si i-ti-té kum ti-bha

CM-tree CM-RED-slash inside AM-two

“Two parts of a tree (that has been slashed into a number of parts)’

These nouns or nominals used to express the concept of ‘half’ or ‘part’ can be
followed by two cardinal numbers as illustrated in (40a) — (40c) or the nominals
can be followed by a cardinal number and then by kéapt ‘part’ or bupt ‘parts’ and
another cardinal number to express ‘half’, ‘one-third’, ‘one-fourth’ etc. as shown in
(40d) and (40e).

40a.

40b.

40c.

ébhubhuim tiabha tiedikpd

é-bhu-bhui kum tia-bha  tie-dikpd

CM-RED-cut  inside AM-two AM-one

‘Half or one part of something cut into two.” (e.g. bladzyé ‘plantain’)

itité{m tuta tibha
i-ti-t€ kim  ti-td ti-bha

CM-RED-slash inside AM-three = AM-two
‘Two-thirds or two parts of something slashed into three.” (e.g. a tree)

bupt tuli tiédikpd
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bu-pt tu-Ii tié-dikp6
CM.PL-piece AM-four AM-one
‘one-fourth’

40d. ébhubhuim tiabha kapt tiedikpd
é-bhu-bhui kum tia-bha  ka-pt tie-dikpd
CM-RED-cut  inside AM-two CM-part AM-one
‘Half or one part of something cut into two.” (e.g. bladzy6 ‘plantain’)

40e. ébhubhuim tiatd bupt tubha
é-bhu-bhui kum tia-ta bu-pt tu-bha
CM-RED-cut  inside AM-three CM.PL-part AM-two
‘Two-thirds of something that has been cut.” (e.g. bladzy6 ‘plantain’)

As illustrated in the examples in (40), in the fraction expression the cardinal
numeral expressing a part of a whole occurs as the second numeral whereas the
one expressing the ‘whole’ occurs first.

442 Ordinal numbers

Ordinal numbers in the language are formed by adding the formative -mi ‘ORD’ to
the roots of numbers, except for tutopu® “first’, bhla ‘second’ and gugsé® ‘last’. To
form the ordinal ‘tenth’, the ordinal suffix is added to the word for ‘ten’ ki-f5. The
root of ‘two’ has [1] inserted after its initial consonant, while those of ‘three’ and
‘five’ have [r] inserted after their initial consonant. The roots of ‘four’ and ‘seven’
are reduplicated. The final vowel of the root of ‘eight’ is elided when the ordinal
suffix is added to it. The ‘first’ to ‘tenth’, ‘twentieth’ and ‘thirtieth’ ordinals are
illustrated in (41a). When the ordinals are used in isolation without modifying a
noun, the form the tenth ordinal takes is ki-f3-mt as in (41a), however when it
modifies a noun, the form it takes is 15-f3-mt which comprises the modifier form of
‘ten’ 15-f5 and the ordinal suffix -mt as in (41f). Ordinal numbers in the language
do not take prefixes to mark agreement with the head noun, as shown in (41b) and
(41d). These ordinals may, however, be nominalised in the same way as the
adjectives as shown in (41c) and (41e), in which case, they control agreement as in
(41e).

4la. tutopl - first’ gi-géné-mt - ‘seventh’
bhla - ‘second’ su-mi - ‘eighth’

“ tutopu is derived from the verb put3 ‘lead’. Speakers also use gbi or gbénts ‘first’,
borrowed from Ewe, when the ordinal is used in isolation or when it modifies a noun
respectively.

# gugsé is derived from the verb g5 ‘remain’. Some speakers also use gogsé.
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41b.

41c.

41d.

41e.

41f.

To form the ordinals ‘eleventh’ to ‘nineteenth’, the modifier form of the numeral
‘ten’, 15-f3, is used followed by the linker m ‘COM” and the nominalised forms of
the ordinals ‘first’ to ‘ninth’ for the various noun classes, as illustrated in example
(42a). The ordinals ‘twenty-first’ to twenty-ninth’, thirty-first” to ‘thirty-ninth’, etc.,
are formed in the same way by using the words for the multiples of ‘ten’, as in
(42c). Examples (42b) and (42d) are nominalised forms of (42a) and (42c),

Chapter 4

tra-mt - ‘third’ zhitad-mi
li-li-mi - “fourth’ ki-f5-mi
tri-mi - ‘fifth’ a-ftabha-mt
holo-mt - Ssixth’ 4-faatd-mt

anov3 [ilimia

anévd  L-li-mi ni
CM-child RED-four-ORD DEF
‘the fourth child’

4lilimin

4-Ii-I{-mi ni
CM-RED-four-ORD DEF
‘the fourth one’

Osi lilimis 6dzyini

o-si li-li-mi nf  6-dzyini
CM-tree RED-four-ORD DEF SM-break
“The fourth tree broke.’

Olilimin 6dzyini

o-li-I-mi nf  6-dzyini
CM-RED-four-ORD  DEF SM-break
‘The fourth one broke.’

D15f5mtih 6dzyini

o-15-f5-mt ni 6-dzyini
CM-MOD-ten-ORD DEF SM-break
‘The tenth one broke’ (referring to the tree).

respectively.

42a.

osi 155 n’otramin

o-si 15-f5 m o-trd-mi ni
CM-tree MOD-ten COM AM-three-ORD DEF
‘the thirteenth tree’

‘ninth’
‘tenth’
‘twentieth’
‘thirtieth’
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42b. 01515 n’otramin
15-5 m o-tri-mi ni
MOD-ten COM AM-three-ORD DEF
‘the thirteenth one’

42c. kakudzogg aftabha m (k)atutopun
ka-kudzogé 4ftabha m ka-tutopu ni
CM-dog twenty COM AM-first DEF
‘the twenty-first dog’

42d. aftabha m (k)atutopun
aftabha m ka-tutopu ni
twenty COM AM-first DEF
‘the twenty-first one’

The prefix bu/bu- can be added to the ordinal numbers to indicate the ‘nth time’ or
frequency time that an event occurred or has been occurring as shown in (43).

43, Avi Igé butrim.
a-w1 I-g€ bu-trd-mt
3SG-go CM-Accra CM-three-ORD
‘S/he went to Accra for the third time.’

The ordinal numbers can occur as complements of some verbs such as ni ‘be’, dzi
‘become’ and yiki ‘receive, get’ to predicate an ordered position of the subject
referent (with nuances on how the position is perceived to have been attained).
This is illustrated in (44).

44a. Yénu atutopu.
yi é-ni é-tutopll
3SG.IND SM-be  AM-first

‘S/he is the first.’

44b. Mawuto edzi atutopi.
Mawiito  e-dzi é-tutopll
Mawuto SM-become CM-first
‘Mawuto became the first.’

44c.  Ayiki atrimi
a-ylkt a-trd-mt
3SG-get CM-three-ORD
“S/he took the third position.’

otd ‘outside’ can be added to bhla ‘second’ to form bhlatj to mean ‘another/other’.
Usually, the initial vowel of ot5 is elided. For example,
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45a. Kibui bhlat3 tili kal{ haa?
ki-bui  bhlats ti-li ka-l{ haa
CM-word other AM-INDEF PERS-be.at UFP
‘Is there any other case (to discuss)?’

Bhlat5 ‘another/other’ can also be nominalised by adding the class prefixes to mean
‘another one’ or ‘other ones’ as shown in (45b).

45b.  4bhlats ‘another one’  (a'- class)
bébhlat ‘other ones’ (ba(a)- class)
obhlats ‘another one’  (o- class)
ibhlat} ‘other ones’ (i- class)

44 The modifier nyaa

Nyéda ‘DISTR’ occurs in a distributive nominal duplicative construction (see
Ameka 1999:91). This is a complex NP structure in which two identical NPs are
linked by the modifier nydd as shown in (46a). When this structure is used in
affirmative sentences, it means ‘every, each, any N’; when used in negative
sentences, it takes on a negative meaning such as ‘none, no N or not any N’ as
illustrated in (46b) and (46c) (see Chapter 3, section 3.2.2.5 for more details).

46a. [NP, nys4 NP,

46b. Aba éwi tetinyéé’wi teti *édé.

é-ba e-wi te-ti nyaa e-wi te-ti
3SG-come CM.PL-day AM-five DISTR CM.PL-day AM-five
ke.de

back

‘S/he comes every five days.’

46c. Oniny66ni dma kitsikpinim.
o-ni-nyé4-o-ni 5-ma ki-tsikpi ni kunt
CM-soup-DISTR-CM-soup CM-be.at:NEG CM-pot DEF inside
‘There is no soup in the pot.’

The modifier nydd ‘DISTR’ shows concord with the noun in the form of a vocalic
concord such that the vowels are sensitive to the vowels of the prefixes of the head
noun as illustrated in (46b) and (46c) above. In (46b), the head of the distributive
nominal duplicative construction has e- as its prefix so the nydd modifier is realised
as nyéé. Likewise in (46c), the o- prefix of the head noun triggers the same vowels
in the distributive modifier.
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The modifier nyad ‘DISTR’ also occurs in the word ka-nyds-kd ‘each, every, any’
which occurs in the following frame in (47a) and exemplified in (47b):

47a. [Head nominal ka-nya4-ké]

47b. buni kdnyaika ‘any water’
ka-nyaa-ka is a qualifier and it does not show concord with the noun, but it can be
nominalised in the same way as the adjective or the ordinal as shown in (47c).

47c. bukanyadka ‘any’ (referring to bunf ‘water’ in (47b))

The bu- prefix in bukanyadka ‘any’ in (47¢) is the class prefix of buni ‘water’ that
has been attached to kdnyadka ‘each, every, any’ to nominalise it. The vowel in the
prefix of the derived form agrees in ATR harmony with the initial vowel in
kéanyadka ‘each, every, any’.

4.5 Interrogative quantifier

The interrogative quantifier -shi ‘how many/much?’ is used for asking for
information about the quantity or amount (in terms of the quantity of uncountable
nouns) of an entity. Semantically, it modifies only plural nouns and also
uncountable nouns. When it modifies the uncountable nouns, it is interpreted as
‘how much?’. The interrogative quantifier occurs after the adjective and there is
concord between it and the head noun (a detailed discussion of the interrogative
quantifier has been provided under section 3.2.2.4). The following are examples.

48a. Eplui taashi w’smina?
e-plui t44-shi wh 5-mind
CM.PL-gourd AM-how.many 2SG.IND SM-bring
‘How many gourds did you bring?’

48b.  Bupa tuushi wodzi?
bu-pa tuu-shi w5 o-dzi
CM.PL-hoe AM-how.many 2SG.IND SM-buy
‘How many hoes did you buy?’

48c.  Twwil3 taashi Koff ayaR?
t-wil3 taa-shi Kofi 4-yili
CM-rubbish AM-how.much Kofi SM-collect
‘How much rubbish did Kofi collect?’

The following are examples of interrogative proforms of the nouns in (49a) - (49¢c)
which are formed when independent pronouns of the classes are modified by the
interrogative quantifier.
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49a.  a-lf ta4-shi/a4-tas-shi wi-min? ‘How many did you bring?’
49b.  bu-li tGG-shi/buG-tGG-shi wo-dzi? ‘How many did you buy?’
49¢c.  ku-li ta4-shi/kii-ta4-shi Kofi 4yaR? ‘How much remained?’

As shown in the examples, apart from the full form of the independent pronoun
which is modified by the interrogative quantifier, there is also a short form, a
bound form, in which the root of the independent pronoun is elided and
compensated for by lengthening the vowel of the prefix.

4.6 Determiners

In Tafi noun phrases, determiners occur after the interrogative quantifier and
before the intensifiers. The determiners include the definiteness and indefiniteness
markers and the demonstratives. These are described in turn in the following
subsections.

4.6.1 Definiteness marker

The definiteness marker is used to refer to entities that are identifiable and assumed
to be familiar to the participants or in the discourse context. It indicates that the
information conveyed by the noun phrase is part of the shared knowledge of the
participants in the conversation or discourse (see Lefebvre 1992). In Tafi, the
definiteness marker is ni. During speech, its vowel is usually dropped and it
becomes cliticised on to the preceding word. The tone of the deleted vowel,
however, remains and moves leftward and docks on the /n/. When the definiteness
marker is followed by a postposition, it is sometimes cliticised on to the
postposition. The following are examples:

50a. beekusin

bee-kusi ni
CM.PL-chief DEF
‘the chief’

50b. Keplukpén étsiri kpldnidbha
ke-plukpd ni  ke-tsirf kpl3 ni  kabha
CM-book DEF SM-be.on table DEF top
‘The book is on the table.’

The NP in (50a) as well as the subject NP of (50b) illustrate the definiteness
marker with its vowel deleted and it has been cliticised on to the noun. (50b)
contains a postpositional phrase with the definiteness marker cliticised on to the
postposition kdbha ‘top’ (as represented in the first line of the example).
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4.6.2 Indefiniteness marker

In Tafi, specific indefinite nouns can be expressed as bare nouns or they are
modified by the indefiniteness marker whose root is -1i ‘a, a certain, some’ (see
Chapter 3, section 3.2.2.2 for more details). The following are examples. The noun
in subject position in sentence (51a) is a bare plural noun while in (51b) it is
modified by the indefiniteness marker.

51a. Badokas’ atiba omanim.
ba-dokast( ba-ti-ba o-ma ni kum
CM.PL-teacher SM-PERF-come CM-town DEF inside
‘Teachers have come into the town.’

51b. Badokasi tel”’ 4t{ba omanim.
ba-dokast( te-1i ba-ti-ba o-ma ni kumt
CM.PL-teacher AM-INDEF SM-PERF-come CM-town DEF inside
‘Some teachers have come into the town.’

The indefiniteness marker shows agreement with the noun it modifies. Its
agreement marker takes the form of an initial consonant /t/ and a concord vowel
which agrees with the vowel of the prefix of the noun it modifies except for the ka-
class (see section 3.3.2.2 for a detailed discussion of the agreement patterns of the
indefiniteness marker). The following are examples.

52a. Oni tol’ogd.
o-ni to-li 0-gd
CM-soup AM-INDEF SM-remain
‘There is some soup left.’

52b. Isi tili "kpa.
i-si ti-1i -kpa
CM.PL-tree AM-INDEF SM-fall
‘Some trees fell.’

52c. Bagbs tuli wu osin.
bi-gbs tu-li wu"  o-si ni
CM.PL-squirrel AM-INDEF climb CM-tree DEF
‘Some squirrels climbed the tree.’

The nouns, oni ‘soup’, isi ‘trees’ and bugbo ‘squirrels’ in (52a-c) as well as
badokasi ‘teachers’ in (51) above, belong to the o-, i-, bu!-, and ba(a)- classes

4 There is no SM on wu ‘climb’ here because nouns in any of the bu- classes are not cross-
referenced on the verb.
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respectively so the indefiniteness marker modifying them takes as concord vowel
/o, i, u and e/. All these vowels are [ + ATR] because the vowel in the root of the
indefiniteness marker is also [ + ATR].

Indefinite pronouns are formed by the addition of the noun class prefixes to the
indefiniteness marker except for the singular noun classes and the ti- class. It
appears that when the indefinite pronouns occur without the singular prefixes, they
are understood in context as referring to singular nouns. These pronouns can occur
in all the syntactic environments in which nouns occur and they control agreement
as shown in (53).

53a. Betel’ aba.
be-te-1i bé-ba
CM.PL-AM-some SM-come
‘Some have come.’ (referring to the teachers in (51b))

53b. Tol’ og3.
to-li 2-gd
AM-some  SM-remain
‘Some remained.” (referring to the soup in (52a))

53c. Butuli w’osin.
bu-tu-1i wu  o-si n{
CM-AM-some climb CM-tree DEF
‘Some climbed the tree.” (referring to the squirrels in (52c))

Moreover, the indefiniteness marker can modify the independent form of the
pronouns. The following are examples.

54a. Ui til’/iitil” tkpa
ut ti-1i/if-ti-1i vkpa
3PL.IND-AM-INDEF SM-fall
‘Some fell.” (referring to the trees in (51b))

54b.  Buli/buttuli wu osif.
buli/buti-tu-1i wu  o-sf ni
3PL.IND-AM-INDEF climb CM-tree DEF
‘Some climbed the tree.”  (referring to the squirrels in (52c¢))

Just like the interrogative quantifier, the indefiniteness pronoun has both a full
form and a short form as shown in the examples in (54).
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4.6.3 Demonstratives

Demonstratives are deictic expressions used to indicate which entities a speaker
refers to in order to distinguish those entities from others. Thus, they are used to
show whether the entities referred to are close or far, in space or time, from the
speaker at the moment of speaking. Tafi distinguishes two forms of demonstratives,
proximal -n{ ‘this’ and distal -l{lin{ ‘that’. The proximal demonstrative -n{ ‘this’ is
used to indicate referents close to the speaker/deictic centre and it has the same
form as the definiteness marker except that the definiteness marker does not take
prefixes. The distal demonstrative, -lilin{ ‘that’, denotes referents removed or
further away from the speaker/deictic centre.* The final syllable of the distal
demonstrative also has the same form as the definiteness marker. Both
demonstratives agree with the head noun. Like the indefiniteness marker, the
agreement markers of the demonstratives are vowel prefixes which agree with the
noun class prefix vowel. These concord vowels always agree in [-ATR] with the
vowels in the roots of theses demonstratives (see Chapter 3, section 3.3.2.3 for
more details). The forms in (55) exemplify the proximal demonstrative while those
in (56) illustrate the distal demonstratives.

55a. Kikuin {tanyf.
ki-ka 1-ni ki-ta o-ny{
CM-yam AM-PROX SM-burn CM-firewood
“This yam is burnt.’

55b. Ekaan atanyf.
é-ku a-n{ a-ta o-nyi{
CM.PL-yam AM-PROX SM-burn CM-firewood
‘These yams are burnt.’

55c. Buzhuéh dj osionim.
bu-zhug ni ds o-si o-n{ kum
CM.PL-bird DEF land CM-tree AM-PROX inside
“The birds perch on this tree.’

56a. Evu kikpa gbigblg {I{l{s.

é-vu kikpi  gbigbld  {-lilin{
3SG-catch CM-fish big AM-DIST

‘He caught that big fish.’

45 Most often, the final vowel of both demonstratives is deleted, however, in formal speech it
is maintained.
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56b. Otroeleté, anyf alilii ént.
o-tro.eleté a-ny( a-l{lin{ é-nii
CM-lic.owner CM-man AM-DIST SM-be
‘That man is a liar.’

56¢c. Os’olilin Skpa.
o-si o-l{lint S-kpa
CM-tree AM-DIST  SM-fall
“That tree fell.”

kikii ‘yam’ in (55a) and kikpa ‘fish’ in (56a) belong to the ki- class so they take /1-/
as agreement marker for both the proximal and distal demonstratives. In (55b) and
(56b), the nouns ékii ‘yams’ and 4ny{ ‘man’ are members of the a’- and the al-
classes respectively and they take /a/ as agreement marker. Osi ‘tree’ in both (55¢)
and (56¢) which belongs to the o- class triggers /o/ as agreement marker. All these
agreement markers are the same as the vowels in the noun class prefixes and they
have the same ATR value as the (initial) vowel of the demonstrative roots.

Demonstrative pronouns are formed the same way as the interrogative and
indefinite pronouns by attaching the class prefixes to the modifying form of the
demonstratives, that is, the prefix together with the root. These pronouns are used
to replace nouns which can be understood from context, as shown in (57). As
regards the proximal demonstrative -n{ ‘this’, its root is reduplicated (see also
section 3.3.2.3).

57a. ki-kii v-ni ‘this yam’
57b.  ki-{-mni/ ki-{-ni*® ‘this one’
57c.  ki-{-lilin{ ‘that one’
57d. é-ki a-ni ‘these yams’
57e. a-4-mni/a-a-ni ‘these ones’
57f.  a-4-lilin{ ‘those ones’
57g. o-sio-ni ‘this tree’
57h.  o-5-mni/s-5-ni ‘this one’
57i.  o-5-lilini ‘that one’

Only the proximal demonstrative has both a full and short form as illustrated in the
examples in (57b), (57¢), (57h).

4 See footnote 3 of section 3.3.2.3 concerning the short form of the demonstrative pronoun
of the proximal root -nf.
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4.7 Intensifiers

Intensifiers are words that add emphasis to the meaning of a word or phrase. In
Tafi, an intensifier can modify a simple or fully expanded noun phrase and there is
no agreement between it and the head noun. The intensifiers include:

58a. pétéé ‘all’
ko ‘only, just’
koén ‘very much, particular, specific’
tite ‘only, alone’
tsytl ‘too, also’
xiin ‘as for’
kodzyo ‘very much’

Looking at the forms, it is evident that the intensifiers are made up of various
semantic subgroups including quantifying elements such as pétéé ‘all’ and
focalising particles such as ko ‘only, just’” and tsy{ ‘too, also’. It appears that pétéé
‘all’, ko ‘only, just’ and ké1j ‘particular, specific’ are borrowed from Ewe with no
change in meaning. Also, tsy{ ‘too, also’ is related to tsyé ‘too, also’ which is used
in inland Ewe and probably a borrowing, and tit€ ‘only, alone’ is related to tete/teti
‘at least, even, only’ in Ewe. The examples in (59) illustrate the use of some of the
intensifiers.

59a.  Apoti dzidza taaté alilin pétéé aniedzi.
a-poti dzdzi taa-td  4-lilini pétéé 4-na ke-dzi
CM.PL-cloth red  AM-three AM-DIST  all SM-eat CM-price
‘All those three red cloths are expensive.’

59b. Badokasi t{abhan ko bal’ aba.
ba-dokas{ tid-bha ni ko  bali bé-ba
CM.PL-teacher AM-two DEF only 3PL.IND SM-come
‘Only the two teachers came.’

In example (59a) above, we have a fully expanded noun phrase in subject position
in which all the slots have been filled. The head noun, apoati ‘cloths, is modified by
dzdz4 ‘red’, taatd ‘three’, al{liA ‘that’, and pétéé “all’ which occupy the qualifier,
quantifier, determiner and intensifier slots respectively within the NP. In (59b), the
head noun slot is filled by badokasi ‘teachers’, t{dbha ‘two’ is a quantifier, n{ ‘the’
is a determiner and ko ‘only’ is an intensifier.

It has been observed that some of the intensifiers such as pétéé ‘all’ and tsy{ ‘too,
also’ tend to lower the high tone of a preceding syllable as illustrated in (59¢) and
(60c). In (59c¢), the 2SG.IND pronoun w3 is realised as wo when it is followed by
tsyl ‘too, also’ whereas in (60c), the definiteness marker nf is realised as m as it is
followed by petéé “all’.
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Yoo, wo tsyt oo.

yoo Wb tsyl oo

okay 2SG.IND too  UFP

‘Okay, you too.” (Response to a greeting.)

It is worth mentioning that some intensifiers also modify VPs as in (60a) and (60b)
or even behave as if they are intensifiers on clauses or connectors such that it is as
if they are announcing that there is something coming so they have a connective
function as shown in (60b) and (60c).

60a.

60b.

60c.

Eshe koi.

é-she kon

3SG-grow  really

‘S/he is really grown/ very old.’

idzyo pétéé, tkamo’el’idi di.

{-dzy> pétéé 1-ka-mo kdi  ki-di di
1SG-happen all 1SG-NEG.PERF-see =~ 3SG CM-type EXP
‘Ever since I was born, I have never seen any such thing.’

Baga mt petéé akanyaaka bavi pétéé, békoéyt.

ba-ga n{ petéé a-kanyadka ba-wi pétéé bé-koéyt
CM.PL-animal DEF all AM-each SM-go  all SM-exit

‘All the animals, each and every one of them went and came out.” (Gbaxali)



