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3.13.13.13.1        NounsNounsNounsNouns    

Nouns prototypically express time-stable concepts (Givón 2001:51), for example, 
ɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖaaaa ‘metal, iron’. Nouns in the Tafi language typically consist of a nominal prefix 
and a stem. These prefixes have a (C)V shape. A prefix may have varied forms 
depending on the [ATR] value of the initial vowel in the stem. The tone on 
prefixes is either high or low (see footnote 16 for an exception). Nouns without 
prefixes in the language are not many and they include loan words. 
 

3.1.1   Noun classes 

One of the most distinguished features of Niger-Congo languages is the system of 
noun classes that they possess. Nouns in these languages are assigned to various 
classes on the basis of their singular and plural forms that are marked by prefixes 
or suffixes and their agreement patterns. They may be grouped into genders on the 
basis of their singular/plural pairings. Zulu, a Bantu language of southern Africa, 
for example, has nine pairs of singular and plural prefixes (Poulos and Msimang 
1998). Tafi and the other GTM languages have an active noun class system of the 
Niger-Congo type. However, they don’t seem to have retained some of the features 
that go with such a system. For instance, several of these GTM languages do not 
show agreement between nouns and their qualifiers.  
 
Schuh (1995:130) observes that the term noun class is used in two different ways 
in the description of African languages, namely, it is used to refer to “a single set 
of morphological concords which may show up as affixes on noun stems, affixes 
on modifiers, and pronominal referents to nouns” and “a paired set of 
[morphological] concords where one member of the pair is a singular referent and 
the other member is a plural corresponding to that singular.”  In this grammar, I 
use the term following the first usage because one can account better for the noun 
class system if the individual classes are treated separately since this will avoid the 
complication of many-to-one relation between singular and plural pairings. 
Moreover, using the singular to plural pairing leaves the ttttiiii---- class which mainly 
contains non-count nouns an orphan.   
 
Like in all other GTM languages, in the noun class system of Tafi, each noun 
belongs to a particular class identified by prefixes. Thus, it marks singular/plural 
alternations with prefixes and often requires concord of other elements in the 
sentence with the governing noun. In this way, the head noun determines what 
affix is used for agreement. 
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In this grammar, the different noun classes will be labelled as kikikiki----    class, kakakaka---- class 
etc. based on the various prefixes. Where we have more than one prefix with the 
same shape, numbers are added to them, for instance, aaaa1111---- class etc.  
 

3.1.2   Noun class prefixes 

Tafi has ten individual classes which are made up of five singular classes, four 
plural classes and one class which mainly contains non-count nouns (Bobuafor 
2009a). The singular classes are aaaa1111----, oooo----,,,, kikikiki----, kakakaka----, bbbbuuuu1111----, and the plural classes are 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----, iiii----, aaaa2222----, and bbbbuuuu2222----. The ttttiiii----    class is a non-count class and therefore it has no 
plural counterpart. The ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- and bbbbuuuu2222----    classes contain the plural forms of more 
than one singular class. In less careful or spontaneous speech, whole prefixes or 
consonantal onsets of prefixes are dropped, an observation already made by Funke 
(1910), (see also § 2.5.1). In sentence initial position or in isolation, the full forms 
of all the CV noun class prefixes, kikikiki----, kakakaka----, bbbbuuuu1111----, ba(a), ba(a), ba(a), ba(a)----, bbbbuuuu2222---- are used but when they 
occur elsewhere their initial consonant or the whole prefix may be dropped except 
for the prefix of the ttttiiii- class whose full form is used in any position. This is one of 
the signs that the noun class system of Tafi is in the process of decaying as it is in 
Nyagbo (see Essegbey 2009). Also historically, Logba is reported to have CV 
prefixes which have eroded to become only V prefixes (Heine 1968, Dorvlo 2008 
and Dorvlo 2009). In the subsections that follow, I discuss the singular classes first 
followed by the plural classes. The nominal prefixes are given in Table 3.1. In the 
table, the various classes are listed in the second column and the noun class 
prefixes are given in the third column. In the third column, we have the different 
forms of the prefixes the nouns in each class take depending on the [ATR] value of 
the (initial) vowel of the noun stem. 
 
     Table 3.1  Nominal Prefixes 

NUMBERNUMBERNUMBERNUMBER    CLASSCLASSCLASSCLASS    
    

NOUN NOUN NOUN NOUN 
PREFIXPREFIXPREFIXPREFIX    

I aaaa1111----    a/e/Øa/e/Øa/e/Øa/e/Ø----    
II ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    ba/be/Øba/be/Øba/be/Øba/be/Ø----    
III oooo----    ɔɔɔɔ/o/o/o/o----    
IV iiii----    ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i----    
V kikikiki----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ/k/k/k/kiiii----    
VI aaaa2222----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    
VII kakakaka----    ka/keka/keka/keka/ke----    
VIII bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu----    
IX bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu----    
X ttttiiii----    ttttɩɩɩɩ/ti/ti/ti/ti----    
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3.1.2.1   The a1- class 

With the exception of some borrowed nouns, nouns in the aaaa1111- class are 
characterised by the use of the prefixes aaaa---- or eeee----, depending on the [ATR] 
specification of the vowel in the initial syllable of the nominal root. The following 
are some examples: 
 
1.  áááá-kākākākā   ‘father’      éééé-nīnīnīnī   ‘mother’ 

áááá-nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘man’       eeee-kusíkusíkusíkusí   ‘chief’ 
aaaa-gagagaga   ‘animal’      éééé-blidzyablidzyablidzyablidzya  ‘snake’ 
aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘baby’       éééé----fūfūfūfū   ‘guest’ 
aaaa----bbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘termite’      éééé----dzyūīdzyūīdzyūīdzyūī  ‘mouse’ 
 

Some nouns in this class are prefix-less. These nouns can be said to take a Ø-
prefix. They are in this class because they share with the prefixed nouns in this 
class, the agreement markers. Examples of such nouns are: 
 
2.  KpáyāKpáyāKpáyāKpáyā   ‘God’       ɖɖɖɖēkēēkēēkēēkē   ‘crocodile’ 
   gbgbgbgbɔɔɔɔkkkkɔɛ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́  ‘toad’       túŋǵbátúŋǵbátúŋǵbátúŋǵbá   ‘a bush cow’ 
  sãh́wsãh́wsãh́wsãh́wɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄   ‘spider’      gbgbgbgbɛɛɛɛŋgbŋgbŋgbŋgbɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌  ‘praying mantis’ 
  hohlōmhohlōmhohlōmhohlōmʊʊʊʊáááá     ‘(green) grasshopper’  blafblafblafblafɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘pawpaw’ 
 
Moreover, there are also certain nouns in this class which do not exhibit any 
singular/plural distinction. They are in this class because their pronominal form and 
their subject-verb agreement forms are the same as those of the other nouns in this 
class.  Examples of these nouns are: 
 
3.  ssssʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́bhabhabhabha            ‘rain’       
  wolěwolěwolěwolě   ‘moon’       
  dzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔ      ‘blood’ 
  nikpěnikpěnikpěnikpě   ‘maize’ 
 
Furthermore, most borrowed nouns, mostly from Ewe, also belong to this class. 
Some loanwords retain the prefixes of the source language while others have their 
prefixes changed or they do not occur with prefixes at all.21 Examples given here, 
except the last two words are all words from Ewe origin: 
 
4.  aaaa-ffffɔɔɔɔmízīmízīmízīmízī  ‘rabbit’ 
  aaaa-wiwiwiwi      ‘dress’ 
  ɩɩɩɩ-ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘horse’ 
  eeee-nyínyínyínyí   ‘elephant’ 
  ddddɔɔɔɔkūkūkūkū   ‘turkey’ 

                                           
 
21 Loanwords will be discussed in detail in section 3.2. 
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  tédzyítédzyítédzyítédzyí   ‘donkey’ 
  vuvuvuvudǒdǒdǒdǒ   ‘well (n)’ 
  ttttʊʊʊʊm̀pám̀pám̀pám̀pá   ‘bottle’ 
  hámāhámāhámāhámā   ‘hammer’ 
 
With regard to the semantics of the nouns in this class, it contains most animate 
nouns, almost all human nouns,,,, some wild and domestic animals, fluids, 
meteorological phenomena as well as most borrowed words. The semantics of the 
borrowed words have no limitations. 
 

3.1.2.2            The o- class 

Nouns belonging to the oooo----    class take an o/o/o/o/ɔɔɔɔ---- prefix, distributed in accordance with 
the ATR harmony requirements as shown in the following examples: 
 
5.  ɔɔɔɔ-ttttɔɔɔɔmmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘beard’      oooo-nugbunugbunugbunugbu   ‘mouth’ 
  ɔɔɔɔ----mamamama   ‘town’                            oooo-lílílílí    ‘neck’ 
  ɔɔɔɔ-shshshshɛ̃̌ɛ ̃̌ɛ ̃̌ɛ ̃ ̌   ‘branch’      oooo-sísísísí   ‘tree’ 
  ɔɔɔɔ-ɖɖɖɖáááá   ‘metal, iron’     oooo-yĩtsíyĩtsíyĩtsíyĩtsí   ‘hawk’  
  ɔɔɔɔ----bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩaaaa   ‘friend’      oooo-níníníní   ‘soup’  
 
Among others, nouns in the oooo----    class include part-whole relational terms like human 
and animal body parts, parts of plants and buildings, parts of the day, elements of 
the environment, some minerals, some animals and some food items. 
 

3.1.2.3   The ki- class 

The kikikiki- class has nouns which take kkkkɩɩɩɩ/kikikiki---- prefix.  The prefix kkkkɩɩɩɩ---- occurs with roots 
with an initial [-ATR] vowel while kikikiki---- occurs with those that have an initial 
[+ATR] vowel as shown in the examples in (6).  
 
6.  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́ggggɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘year’       kíkíkíkí-wīwīwīwī   ‘day’ 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú  ‘head’       kíkíkíkí-kūkūkūkū   ‘yam’ 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ-zzzzɔɔɔɔ   ‘housefly’      kikikiki-dridridridri   ‘wall’ 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ-kanakanakanakana   ‘crab’       kikikiki----lélélélé   ‘tooth’ 
    
There are certain nouns in this class which do not have plural forms. The following 
are some examples: 
 
7a.  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́llllɛ ̄ɛ ̄ɛ ̄ɛ ̄   ‘wind’       kikikiki-wíwíwíwí   ‘sun’    
        kkkkɩɩɩɩ-bbbbʊɩ ́ʊɩ ́ʊɩ ́ʊɩ ́   ‘dew’       kikikiki----widwidwidwidʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́ddddɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       ‘sunset’  
  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘thing’       kíkíkíkí----vūvūvūvū   ‘yesterday’ 
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The kikikiki---- class contains semantically diverse nouns including some items whose 
shape is flat and long like road, lizard, and spear; certain items with a round shape 
like egg, gourd and stone; some abstract nouns, emotions like fear, most body parts 
including head, thigh, bone, vagina, testicles; some household items, farm products, 
some insects and some water-related animals like frogs, among others. 
 
The kikikiki----/k/k/k/kɩɩɩɩ---- prefix is also a dimunitive prefix and it can co-occur with the -ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i suffix 
to form the dimunitives of nouns as in following examples in (7b). The ----ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i suffix 
interacts with the final vowel of the noun to which it is attached. It becomes ----ɛɛɛɛ 
when it occurs after ɔɔɔɔ or coalesces with a a a a as shown by the examples in (7b).  
 
7b.  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kkkkʊʊʊʊkkkkɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́       ‘a small chick’        ←        ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       ‘fowl’     
        kikikiki----pidzypidzypidzypidzyɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌  ‘a small goat’   ←  eeee----pidzyapidzyapidzyapidzya ‘goat’ 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄  ‘a very young child’ ←  aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄ ‘child’ 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----shshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌  ‘a small basket’  ←  kakakaka----shshshshɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ ‘basket’ 
 

3.1.2.4   The ka- class 

Nouns belonging to this class take a kakakaka- or kekekeke- prefix. Noun roots with an initial [-
ATR] vowel take the kakakaka- prefix while those with an initial [+ATR] vowel take the 
kekekeke- prefix. This is illustrated in (8). 
 
8.  kakakaka----hhhhʊʊʊʊkpkpkpkpɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘hand’       kekekeke----sukpásukpásukpásukpá   ‘ground, floor’ 
  kakakaka----tsrtsrtsrtsrʊʊʊʊkpkpkpkpɔɔɔɔ    ́́́́ ‘foot’       kekekeke----sukpogunusukpogunusukpogunusukpogunū  ‘tree stump’  
  kákákáká----pāpāpāpā   ‘hoe’       kekekeke----tsetsetsetsé    ‘monkey’ 
  kakakaka----hlhlhlhlɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃ ́  ‘deer’       kekekeke----húíhúíhúíhúí    ‘a kind of deer’ 
  kakakaka----gbagbagbagba      ‘kitchen’      kékékéké----dunúdunúdunúdunú   ‘doorway’ 
  kakakaka----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔggggɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ ‘dog’       kekekeke----gbgbgbgbuuuu       ‘stool’   
     
Nouns in this class include a few human terms referring to age like kekekeke----bitébitébitébité ‘young 
woman’, some body parts, some wild and domestic animals, birds, farm 
implements and other entities such as parts of a tree. The kakakaka---- class also contains 
some locative nouns such as ‘ground’ and ‘land’. Some of such nouns have 
evolved into postpositions and have retained the nominal prefix which has become 
lexicalized with the root. Examples include kábhākábhākábhākábhā ‘top’, kesíkesíkesíkesí ‘bottom, underpart’, 
kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ ‘inside’ and kenukenukenukenu ‘entrance’. 
 

3.1.2.5   The bu1- class 

The nouns in the bbbbuuuu1111---- class take a bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/bubububu- prefix. bbbbʊʊʊʊ- occurs with nouns with an 
initial [-ATR] vowel while bubububu- occurs with nouns with a [+ATR] initial vowel. 
Below are some examples: 
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9.  bbbbʊʊʊʊ-pápápápá   ‘house’      bubububu----tútútútú   ‘mountain’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ-yayayaya   ‘farm’       búbúbúbú----glebēglebēglebēglebē  ‘wing’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘ear, ash’      búbúbúbú----vūvūvūvū      ‘building’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ-wáwáwáwá            ‘medicine’     búbúbúbú----hihēhihēhihēhihē   ‘sweat’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----zhzhzhzhɔɔɔɔ      ‘cheek’      bubububu----níníníní    ‘water’ 
        bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ-́nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘penis’       bubububu----nuhunuhunuhunuhu        ‘language’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----bbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘oil, fat’      bubububu----lílílílí   ‘oil palm’ 
 
Semantically, the nouns in this class belong to a small set consisting of body-parts 
including some paired body-parts; non-count nouns, tall and large objects.   
 
This class prefix is prefixed to some verbs to form gerunds. This is exemplified by 
the examples in (10a) and by bbbbʊʊʊʊttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘crawling’ in the proverb in (10b). 
 
10a. bubububu-yíyíyíyí  ‘killing’   ←  yíyíyíyí  ‘kill’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ-ppppʊɩʊɩʊɩʊɩ     ‘scattering’  ←  ppppʊɩʊɩʊɩʊɩ  ‘scatter’ 
  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ-́gāgāgāgā  ‘walking’   ←  gagagaga  ‘walk’ 
  bubububu-búkúbúkúbúkúbúkú  ‘intoxicating’  ←  búkúbúkúbúkúbúkú  ‘intoxicate’ 
 
10b. Ónúgɩ ɖēkē évu wɔ ́nɩ,́ y’eyialɩ ́bʊtɩ ́látɩ ̄nɩ ́anɔ ’ɛvuɩabhā.    
        ÓnúÓnúÓnúÓnú.g.g.g.gɩɩɩɩ        ɖɖɖɖēkē ēkē ēkē ēkē         éééé----vuvuvuvu        wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           eeee----yiyiyiyi----alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  COND  crocodile SM-catch 2SG  TOP  3SG.IND CM-child-PL  
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́               lálálálá----ttttɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄                   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           aaaa----nnnnɔɔɔɔ             kikikiki----vvvvuuuu            kábhākábhākábhākábhā    
  CM-crawl  3PL.DEP-crawl LOC CM-person  CM-stomach top 
  ‘When a crocodile has captured you, baby crocodiles will crawl on your  
  belly.’ 
 
Such gerunds are used in predicate focus constructions (see Chapter 6). 
 
The bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu---- prefix can also be added to adjectives to derive nominals. In some 
cases, the adjective is fully or partially reduplicated and in other cases, there is no 
reduplication. For example, 
 
11.  bbbbúúúú----féléféléféléféléféléféléféléfélé            ‘lightness’        ←        félééfélééfélééféléé        ‘light’ 
  búbúbúbú----kplitakplitakplitakplitakplitakplitakplitakplita        ‘shortness’    ←        kplitakplitakplitakplita        ‘short’ 
  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----tstststsʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́tstststsɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄           ‘ugliness’  ←  tstststsɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄    ‘ugly’ 
  búbúbúbú----bhuliyíbhuliyíbhuliyíbhuliyí    ‘smallness’ ←  bhuliyíbhuliyíbhuliyíbhuliyí        ‘very small’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ggggɩɩɩɩganganganganɩɩɩɩ                ‘strength’        ←  ggggɩɩɩɩganganganganɩɩɩɩ  ‘strong’    
 
The next group of prefixes to be described is the plural prefixes. 
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3.1.2.6            The ba(a)- class 

The ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- class comprises plural forms of nouns in the aaaa1111----    class as shown in (12a), 
the bbbbuuuu1111---- class as illustrated in (12b) and a sub-set of the kkkkɩɩɩɩ----    and kakakaka- classes as 
shown in (12c). Nouns in this class have the plural prefix ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----/be(e)/be(e)/be(e)/be(e)----. As usual, 
the ba(a)~be(e)ba(a)~be(e)ba(a)~be(e)ba(a)~be(e)----    alternation is governed by the ATR value of the initial root vowel. 
 
12a.    báábáábáábáá-kākākākā   ‘fathers’      béébéébéébéé----nīnīnīnī   ‘mothers’ 

baabaabaabaa-dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ   ‘women’      beebeebeebee-kusíkusíkusíkusí   ‘chiefs’ 
baabaabaabaa-gagagaga   ‘animals’      bébébébé-blidzyablidzyablidzyablidzya  ‘snakes’ 
babababa----bbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘termites’      bébébébé----fūfūfūfū   ‘guests’ 
babababa----hhhhɔɔɔɔnnnnɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄  ‘doves’      bébébébé----dzyūīdzyūīdzyūīdzyūī  ‘mice’ 

    
12b.    babababa----yayayaya   ‘farms’      bebebebe----vuvuvuvu      ‘buildings’ 
  babababa----pápápápá   ‘houses’      beebeebeebee----tútútútú   ‘mountains’        
        bábábábá----wwwwɔɔɔɔfúfúfúfú        ‘games’      bebebebe----pípípípí   ‘beams, rafters’ 
  baabaabaabaa----kákákáká      ‘fences’      bébébébé----gūgūgūgū   ‘customs’ 
 
12c. babababa----zzzzɔɔɔɔ   ‘housefly’      bebebebe----níníníní   ‘rivers’ 
  babababa----drdrdrdrɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔǧágágágá  ‘bedbug’      bebebebe----dzigdzigdzigdzigaaaa  ‘traders’ 
 

3.1.2.7   The i- class 

The iiii----    classclassclassclass is made up of the plural forms of nouns in the oooo- class. Depending on 
the [ATR] value of the initial vowel of the noun root, nouns in this    class take iiii----////ɩɩɩɩ---- 
as prefixes. Below are some examples: 
 
13.  ɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔmmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘beards’      iiii-nugbunugbunugbunugbu   ‘mouths’   
  ɩɩɩɩ-mamamama   ‘towns’      iiii-lílílílí    ‘necks’  
  ɩɩɩɩ-shshshshɛ̃̌ɛ ̃̌ɛ ̃̌ɛ ̃ ̌   ‘branches’      iiii-sísísísí    ‘trees’    
  ɩɩɩɩ-ɖɖɖɖáááá   ‘metals, iron’     iiii-yĩtsíyĩtsíyĩtsíyĩtsí   ‘hawks’  
  ɩɩɩɩ-bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩaaaa   ‘friends’      iiii-níníníní       ‘soups’ 
 

3.1.2.8            The a2- class 

The aaaa2222----    class has been identified as a separate class, because it comprises plural 
nouns whereas the aaaa1111----    class contains singular nouns. It pairs with the kikikiki- class 
which is a singular class. Noun roots with a [-ATR] initial vowel occur with the aaaa---- 
prefix and those with [+ATR] initial vowel with the eeee---- prefix as in (14). 
 
14a. áááá----ggggɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘years’       eeee----wíwíwíwí   ‘days’ 
  aaaa----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú  ‘heads’      éééé----kūkūkūkū   ‘yams’   
  aaaa----zzzzɔɔɔɔ   ‘houseflies’     eeee----dridridridri   ‘walls’ 
        aaaa----kanakanakanakana      ‘crabs’       eeee----lélélélé   ‘teeth’ 
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Some collectives with individuated members such as grains also belong to this 
class. Examples include: 
 
14b.  áááá----ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘rice’ 
  aaaa----zǐzǐzǐzǐ   ‘peanuts’ 
  aaaa----yǐyǐyǐyǐ   ‘beans’ 
  aaaa----mmmmɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘unhusked rice’ 
 

3.1.2.9            The bu2- class 

Nouns in the bbbbuuuu2222---- class take a bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/bu/bu/bu/bu- prefix when they occur with a noun root with 
a [-ATR] or [+ATR] initial vowel respectively. The nouns in this class represent 
the plural forms of the nouns in the kakakaka- class as in (15a) and a subset of nouns in 
the kikikiki- class as in (15b). 
 
15a. bbbbʊʊʊʊ----hhhhʊʊʊʊkpkpkpkpɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘hands’     bubububu----sukpásukpásukpásukpá   ‘grounds’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----tsrtsrtsrtsrʊʊʊʊkpkpkpkpɔɔɔɔ  ‘feet’      bubububu----sukpogunusukpogunusukpogunusukpogunu     ‘tree stumps’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----papapapa   ‘hoes’      bubububu----tsetsetsetsé    ‘monkeys’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----hlhlhlhlɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃́ɔɛ̃ ̃ ́  ‘deers’      bubububu----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔggggɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌  ‘dogs’ 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----gbagbagbagba   ‘kitchens’     búbúbúbú----dunúdunúdunúdunú   ‘doorways’ 
  bubububu----gbugbugbugbu      ‘stools’     bubububu- plukpáplukpáplukpáplukpá   ‘books’ 
 
15b. bbbbʊʊʊʊ----pláplápláplá   ‘buttocks’     bbbbʊʊʊʊ----yi ̃śyi ̃śyi ̃śyi ̃śɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́   ‘young men’ 
  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kóéyíkóéyíkóéyíkóéyí    ‘chicken’     bbbbʊʊʊʊ----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩmmmmɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌           ‘very young girls’ 
 

3.1.2.10            The ti- class 

The ttttiiii- class nouns take the ttttɩɩɩɩ----/ti/ti/ti/ti- as prefix depending on the [ATR] value of the 
initial root vowel.  This class is made up of collective nouns which are mainly non-
liquid such as: 
 
16.  titititi----sísísísí   ‘clay, soil’     ttttɩɩɩɩ-ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘feather’ 
  ttttɩɩɩɩ----wwwwʊʊʊʊllllɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́  ‘intestines’     ttttɩɩɩɩ-ppppɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘excrement’ 
        ttttɩɩɩɩ-wwwwáááá   ‘grass’       ttttɩɩɩɩ-wwwwʊʊʊʊllllɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃ ̄  ‘rubbish’ 
        ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́kākākākā   ‘hair’       ttttɩɩɩɩ-rárárárá   ‘sleep’ 
 
The prefix ttttɩɩɩɩ----/ti/ti/ti/ti---- is also used for the nominalisation of verbs as the following 
examples show: 
 
17.  títítítí-yíyékēyíyékēyíyékēyíyékē   ‘swelling’    ←  yékēyékēyékēyékē   ‘swell’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́zzzzɩɩɩɩzāzāzāzā    ‘staying, being’  ←  zazazaza    ‘stay, be’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́ŋŋŋŋɩɩɩɩŋāŋāŋāŋā   ‘eating’    ←  ŋaŋaŋaŋa   ‘eat’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́vvvvɩɩɩɩvvvvɩɩɩɩ       ‘going’    ←  vvvvɩɩɩɩ    ‘go’ 
  títítítí----púpópúpópúpópúpó  ‘waiting’     ←  pópópópó   ‘wait’ 
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  títítítí----tsútsútsútsútsútsútsútsú  ‘digging’     ←  tsútsútsútsú   ‘dig’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ttttɩɩɩɩtã̄tã̄tã̄tã ̄   ‘chewing’    ←  tãtãtãtã   ‘chew’    
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ffffɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩf́atfatfatfatɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄     ‘peeling’    ←   fátfátfátfátɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄  ‘peel’    
 
As the examples in (17) show, in the process of nominalisation, the initial (or only) 
syllable of the verb is reduplicated before the prefix is added while the reduplicated 
part contains a vowel pre-specified as [+high], which adapts its [ATR] value to 
the [ATR] value of the initial vowel of the verb root. 
 
Moreover, ttttɩɩɩɩ----/ti/ti/ti/ti- is the prefix attached to language names. For example, TiTiTiTi----trugbutrugbutrugbutrugbu 
‘the language of the people of Nyagbo’, TiTiTiTi----yĩgbēyĩgbēyĩgbēyĩgbē ‘Ewe’, TiTiTiTi----mṹi ̃́mṹi ̃́mṹi ̃́mṹi ̃ ́ ‘Akan’ and TTTTɩɩɩɩ----
frańfrańfrańfrańssssɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄‘French’. 
        

3.1.3   Summary of the noun classes 

The match between the singular and plural classes in Tafi and how they interrelate 
is represented by Figure 1. As shown in the figure, the ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    class is made up of 
plurals of nouns in the aaaa1111----, bbbbuuuu1111-    and a subset of the kakakaka- and kikikiki---- classes. Also, the 
bbbbuuuu2222---- class comprises most of the plural forms of the kakakaka---- class and a subset of the 
kikikiki---- class. The ttttiiii---- class contains non-count nouns so it has no plural counterpart. 

 
Singular    Non-count   Plural 

aaaa1111---- class          ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- class 

oooo---- class          iiii---- class 

kikikiki---- class          aaaa2222---- class 

kakakaka---- class          bbbbuuuu2222---- class 

bbbbuuuu1111- class      
      ttttiiii---- class 
 
Figure 1. Singular and Plural pairings. 
 

3.23.23.23.2        LoanwordsLoanwordsLoanwordsLoanwords    

It is well known that languages in contact influence one another. Most often, a 
borrowed form or pattern diverges from its shape in the source language. For 
example, the Tafi words aaaa----kanakanakanakana ‘crabs’ and ɔɔɔɔ----ma ma ma ma ‘town’ are borrowed from Ewe 
agalã agalã agalã agalã ‘crab’ and Akan ɔɔɔɔmán mán mán mán ‘town’, respectively (see Chapter 2 § 2.6). It is also 
possible that in the borrowing process a semantic or functional change takes place, 
for instance eeee----nyinyinyinyi ‘cow’    in Ewe becomes ‘elephant’ in    Tafi. Other loans are 
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integrated without modification, as the Ewe words aaaa----srasrasrasra    ‘tobacco’ and vudǒvudǒvudǒvudǒ ‘well’. 
Thus, loanwords vary in terms of their degree of phonological and morphological 
integration into the borrowing language. When formal changes occur, these are 
usually determined by the structure of the borrowing language. In this section, I 
will examine the question of how borrowed nouns are incorporated into the noun 
class system of Tafi. 
 
Heine (1968) mentions three methods of integrating borrowed nouns into noun 
class systems: (i) automatic, (ii) phonological and (iii) semantic allocations. In Tafi, 
the first and second methods apply. The third method, the semantic allocation 
applies in tandem with the phonological. 
 
I.  In many noun class languages, loanwords are put in only one or few of the 
available classes. In Tafi, for instance, the default class is the aaaa1111----    class.  
 
Some of the nouns that Tafi borrowed do not have nominal class prefixes. 
Examples of such nouns include ssssɩɩɩɩkákákáká ‘money’ borrowed from Akan and kkkkɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖúúúú 
‘banana’ borrowed from Akan (kwadukwadukwadukwadu) via Ewe ((aaaa))))kkkkɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖúúúú). The subject-verb 
agreement marker these nouns take is aaaa/eeee----    depending on the initial vowel of the 
verb, which signals that they are functioning like aaaa1111---- class nouns as illustrated by 
the examples in (18). 
 
18.  Kɔɖúń ébékē. 
        kkkkɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖúúúú        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----bbbbékékékékēēēē 
  banana DEF SM-finish 
  ‘The banana is finished.’ 
 
II.  Some borrowed nouns are allocated to certain noun classes, because their 
initial syllable bears phonological resemblance to the singular prefix of a particular 
class, as in (19a) - (19c). 
 
  Singular      Plural 
19a. aaaa----gbegbegbegbeɖɖɖɖiiii ‘cassava’   babababa-gbegbegbegbeɖɖɖɖiiii ‘cassava’ <Ewe, agbeliagbeliagbeliagbeli ‘cassava’ 
19b. aaaa----wiwiwiwi  ‘dress’    babababa----wiwiwiwi        ‘dresses’ <Ewe, awuawuawuawu  ‘dress’    
19c.    oooo----dotídotídotídotí  ‘cotton’   iiii----dotídotídotídotí  ‘cotton’ <Gã, odóntíodóntíodóntíodóntí        ‘cotton’ 
 
The loanwords in examples (19a) – (19c) are interpreted in Tafi as consisting of a 
prefix and a root. The words in the source languages have petrified prefixes. In 
Tafi the prefixes of these loanwords are identified with the singular prefix of the 
aaaa1111----    class,    as in examples (19a) and (19b) which do not comform to its animate 
semantics, and of the    oooo---- class, as in example (19c). 
 
III.  Some loanwords in Tafi are allocated to a given noun class for both 
semantic and phonological reasons. For example, the words in example (20a) and 
(20b) are allocated to the aaaa2222- class on the basis of their form and meaning. Their 
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initial syllable    is analysed as an aaaa2222- class prefix and semantically because they 
denote water-related animals, which belong to this class. As they are countable, 
their singular forms are assigned to the kikikiki---- class.  
 
20a. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kpã̌kpã̌kpã̌kpã ̌     ‘fish’  aaaa----kpã̌kpã̌kpã̌kpã ̌    ‘fishes’ < Ewe, akpāakpāakpāakpā    
20b. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kanakanakanakana     ‘‘‘‘crab’  aaaa----kanakanakanakana             ‘‘‘‘crabs’  < Ewe, agalãagalãagalãagalã    
 
Similarly, the examples in (21a) and (21b) are assigned on the basis of their form 
and meaning. They have an aaaa---- prefix and the semantics of collectives. Different 
from the examples in (20), the forms in (21) do not have singular forms. 
 
21a. aaaa----yǐyǐyǐyǐ   ‘beans’         < Ewe āāāāyiyiyiyi 
21b. aaaa----zǐzǐzǐzǐ   ‘groundnuts/peanuts’     < Ewe aziaziaziazi 
 

3.33.33.33.3            The system of grammatical agreementThe system of grammatical agreementThe system of grammatical agreementThe system of grammatical agreement    

Agreement is a purely syntactic phenomenon, in which the grammatical properties 
of one element in the sentence (the agreeing element, or ‘target’, in the 
terminology of Corbett 1991) are determined by those of another element (the 
‘controller’, in this case the noun). 
 
Apart from the fact that the class of a noun is signalled by a pair of prefixes 
attached to the nominal stem, one for singular and the other one for plural, Tafi 
also has a characteristic pattern of grammatical agreement whereby demonstratives, 
numerals, pronouns, and other elements in a sentence which are co-referential with 
a noun show concord with that noun in which case they are assigned a prefix that 
co-indexes the class of the noun. Also, subject-verb agreement markers are used to 
cross-reference nouns on the verbs they occur with. Thus, nouns in the language 
are grouped into the various classes based on not only the class prefixes they occur 
with but primarily on the agreement markers. The definition of 'noun class' in Tafi 
involves reference both to the prefix on the noun (if there is one) and to the pattern 
of grammatical agreement.  
 
Table 3.2 gives a summary of the noun class prefixes and agreement markers that 
verbs as well as elements within the noun phrase take. The second column in Table 
3.2 contains class prefixes as well as subject-verb agreement markers (SM). The 
SM for the two bbbbuuuu---- classes is zero because nouns belonging to these classes are no 
longer cross-referenced on the verb. Some other classes such as the kikikiki-, iiii---- and ttttiiii---- 
classes are also vascilating in agreement marking on the verb. As will become 
evident throughout this work, they sometimes show agreement overtly with the 
appropriate subject marker and at other times, the subject marker is zero. 
Moreover, as indicated against the aaaa1111---- class in the second column, nouns in this 
class either take an aaaa----, eeee---- or a zero (Ø-) prefix. However, they are all cross-
referenced on the verb with an aaaa---- or eeee----    prefix. Furthermore, the SM for the ttttiiii---- class 
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is kkkkɩɩɩɩ/ki/ki/ki/ki----. As the root of the numeral -ɖɖɖɖikpóikpóikpóikpó    ‘one’ is [+ATR], the singular classes 
do not have a [-ATR] counterpart of the numeral prefix. 
 
Table 3.2.  Noun class prefixes, agreement markers and pronouns 
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aaaa1111----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----////    
ØØØØ----    

a/ea/ea/ea/e----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   a/ea/ea/ea/e----    aaaa----    aaaa----    tetetete----    tetetete----    ----    nyáányáányáányáá/ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

babababa    
(a)(a)(a)(a)----    

babababa----////    
bebebebe----    

babababa----////    
bebebebe----    

babababa----/ / / / 
bebebebe----    

balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   la/la/la/la/    
lelelele----    

aaaa----NNNN    
----alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

aaaa----    tetetete----    ttttɩɩɩɩaaaa----////    
tietietietie----    

ttttɩɩɩɩaaaa----    nyáányáányáányáá/ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

oooo----    ɔɔɔɔ/o/o/o/o----    
    

ɔɔɔɔ/o/o/o/o----    
    

ɔɔɔɔ/o/o/o/o----
llllɔɔɔɔ/lo/lo/lo/lo----    

ɔɔɔɔllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɔɔɔɔ////    
lolololo----    

ɔɔɔɔ----    ɔɔɔɔ----    totototo----    totototo----    
----    

nynynynyɔɔ́́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́/́ / / / 
nyóónyóónyóónyóó    

iiii----    ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i----    ((((ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i----))))    ɩɩɩɩ/i/i/i/i----    
llllɩɩɩɩ/li/li/li/li----    

ɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɩɩɩɩ////    
lililili----    

ɩɩɩɩ----    ɩɩɩɩ----    titititi----    ttttɩɩɩɩ----////    
titititi----    

ttttɩɩɩɩɩɩɩɩ    nynynynyɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́/́ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

kikikiki----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----////    
kikikiki----    

((((kkkkɩɩɩɩ----////    
kikikiki----))))    

kkkkɩɩɩɩ----////    
kikikiki----        

kkkkɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɩɩɩɩ////    
lililili----    

ɩɩɩɩ----    ɩɩɩɩ----    titititi----    tritritritri----    
----    

nynynynyɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́/́ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

aaaa2222----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    lalalala----////    
lelelele----    

alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   la/la/la/la/    
lelelele----    

aaaa----    aaaa----    tetetete----    tatatata----////    
tetetete----    

taataataataa----    nyáányáányáányáá/ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

kakakaka----    kakakaka----/ / / / 
kekekeke----    

kakakaka----/ / / / 
kekekeke----    

kakakaka----/ / / / 
kekekeke----    

kalkalkalkalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   kalkalkalkalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
    

ɩɩɩɩaaaa----    aaaa----    tietietietie----    tietietietie----    ----    nyáányáányáányáá/ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/ / / / 
bubububu----    

----    
bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/ / / / 
bubububu----    

bbbbʊʊʊʊllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllʊʊʊʊ////    
lulululu----    

ʊʊʊʊ----    ɔɔɔɔ----/ / / / 
ʊʊʊʊ----    

tutututu----    ttttʊʊʊʊ----////    
tutututu----    

ttttʊʊʊʊʊʊʊʊ----    nynynynyɔɔ́́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́/́ / / / 
nyóónyóónyóónyóó    

bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/ / / / 
bubububu----    

----    
bbbbʊʊʊʊ----/ / / / 
bubububu----    

bbbbʊʊʊʊllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllʊʊʊʊ////    
lulululu----    

ʊʊʊʊ----    ɔɔɔɔ----/ / / / 
ʊʊʊʊ----    

tutututu----    trutrutrutru----    ----    nynynynyɔɔ́́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́/́ / / / 
nyóónyóónyóónyóó    

ttttiiii----    ttttɩɩɩɩ/ti/ti/ti/ti----    ((((kkkkɩɩɩɩ----/ / / / 
kikikiki----))))    

kkkkɩɩɩɩ----////    
kikikiki----    

kkkkɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɩɩɩɩ////    
lililili----    

ɩɩɩɩ----    ɩɩɩɩ----    titititi----    ----    taataataataa----    nynynynyɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́/́ / / / 
nyéényéényéényéé    

 

3.3.1            Subject-verb agreement markers 

The subject-verb agreement markers are the same as the noun class prefixes. Like 
the noun class prefixes, the subject-verb agreement markers have two forms 
depending on the ATR value of the initial vowel of the verb root. It should be 
noted that in fast connected speech, where the subject-verb agreement marker is 
made up of a CV syllable, the consonantal onset is dropped or the whole agreement 
marker may be dropped. In the examples, the subject-verb agreement marker is 
indicated by SM while the prefixes on nouns are glossed as CM for singular 
prefixes and as CM.PL for plural prefixes. These forms are presented in Table 3.3. 
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  Table 3.3   Subject-verb agreement markers 
CLASSCLASSCLASSCLASS    VERBAL VERBAL VERBAL VERBAL 

CONCORDCONCORDCONCORDCONCORD    
aaaa1111----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    ba/beba/beba/beba/be----    
oooo----    o/o/o/o/ɔɔɔɔ----    
iiii----    ((((i/i/i/i/ɩɩɩɩ----))))    
kikikiki----    ((((kkkkɩɩɩɩ/ki/ki/ki/ki----))))    
aaaa2222----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    
kakakaka----    ka/keka/keka/keka/ke----    
bbbbuuuu2222----    ----    
bbbbuuuu1111----    ----    
ttttiiii----    ((((kkkkɩɩɩɩ/ki/ki/ki/ki----))))    

 
Depending on the ATR value of the first vowel in the verb, the subject-verb 
agreement marker used to cross-reference nouns in the aaaa1111---- class is aaaa---- or eeee---- as 
exemplified in (22a) and (22b). The examples in (22) are taken from a frog story 
narration.  
 
22a. Ányɩńʊ́vɔɛ̄ń̄ ámɔ ozi tolí n’ǒsí gbɩgblǎnɩm̄́. 
  áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----mmmmɔɔɔɔ        oooo----zizizizi        totototo----lílílílí            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       oooo----sísísísí    

  CM-boy  DEF SM-see CM-hole AM-INDEF LOC CM-tree  
  gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ  

  big   DEF in 
  ‘The boy saw a hole in the big tree.’ (FS) 
 
22b. Ányɩńʊ́vɔɛ̄ń̄ éwu osíń.     
  áááá-nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----wūwūwūwū            oooo----sísísísí        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ 
  CM-boy  DEF SM-climb  CM-tree DEF  
  ‘The boy climbed up the tree.’ (FS) 
 
In (22a) and (22b), the subject NP has been cross-referenced on the verb. The 
alternation between aaaa----    and eeee---- of the SM is explained by ATR assimilation. In (22a) 
the verb contains a [-ATR] vowel ////ɔɔɔɔ/, /, /, /, so it takes as agreement marker aaaa----    which is 
also [-ATR] whereas in (22b), the [+ATR] value of the vowel /u//u//u//u/ of the verb 
attracts eeee---- which is also [+ATR].  
 
As stated in section 3.1.2.1, some prefix-less nouns including some borrowed 
nouns belong to this class. This is because they share with the prefixed nouns in 
this class the agreement markers, as in (23a) and (23b). Sentence (23a) has as its 
subject a prefix-less noun while that of (23b) is a prefix-less borrowed word.  
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23a. Sãh́wɩ ̃ń̄ étsirí bupínɩm̄́. 
  sãh́wsãh́wsãh́wsãh́wɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           éééé----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            bubububu----pípípípí            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ 

Spider  DEF  SM-be.on  CM-ceiling  DEF in 
‘The spider is on the ceiling.’ (TRPS. 7) 

 
23b. Bɔĺun ákpasɩ ́kadangóníésí. 
  bɔĺu nɩ ́  á-kpasɩ ́ kadangó nɩ ́  ke.sí    
  ball DEF SM-be.in chair  DEF under 
  ‘The ball is under the chair.’ (TPRS. 16) 
 
Moreover, there are also some nouns in this class such as dzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔ ‘blood’, ssssʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́bhabhabhabha 
‘rain’, and    welěwelěwelěwelě ‘moon’ that do not exhibit any singular/plural distinction. They are 
in this class because their pronominal and subject-verb agreement forms are the 
same as those of the other nouns in this class as illustrated in the following 
sentence: 
 
24a. Dzyosǔ álɩ ̄y’ɔh́ɔɩnɩśhú. 
  dzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔdzyosǔ        áááá----llllɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           ɔɔɔɔhhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       shúshúshúshú 
  blood  SM-be.at 3SG.IND CM-arm DEF surface 
  ‘He has blood on his arm.’ 
 
Some speakers, especially young adults and children, tend to generalise the subject-
verb agreement marker or pronominal form    of the aaaa1111---- class for other classes (see 
§3.5.1 for a discussion of pronouns). Thus, they do not make a distinction between 
this class and other noun classes such that the subject-verb agreement marker or 
pronominal form of this class    is used to mark other singular and plural noun 
classes. Some other speakers also do not cross-reference the subject on the verb. 
All these are indications that the noun class system is gradually decaying. It must 
however, be noted that the adult speakers do not take lightly to this and are always 
complaining that the younger ones are ‘destroying the language.’  
 
Nouns in the oooo----    class are cross-referenced on the verbs of which they are the 
subject with ɔɔɔɔ/o/o/o/o----. Below are some examples: 
 
25a. Oseyuyuń ɔśɔmɩ ́osíníshú. 
        oooo-seyuyuseyuyuseyuyuseyuyu    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       ɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ-́---ssssɔɔɔɔmmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       oooo----sísísísí        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       shúshúshúshú 
  CM-fruit DEF SM-hang CM-tree DEF surface 
  ‘The fruit is hanging on the tree.’ (TRPS. 27) 
 
25b. Ohuiń ótsirí kesukpogununɩabhā. 
  oooo----huihuihuihui        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       óóóó----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            kekekeke----sukpogunusukpogunusukpogunusukpogunu        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā  
  CM-rope DEF SM-be.on  CM-tree.stump DEF  top 
  ‘The rope is on the tree stump.’ (TRPS. 42) 
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The subject-verb agreement marker of the aaaa1111---- prefix tends to be used for the oooo----    
class as illustrated by the following sentence which I was given during a picture-
stimuli elicitation session: 
 
26.  Oseyuyuń ákpasɩ ́agbɛňɩm̄́. 
  oooo----seyuyuseyuyuseyuyuseyuyu    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----kpaskpaskpaskpasɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   aaaa----gbgbgbgbɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ 
  CM-fruit DEF SM-be.in CM-bowl DEF inside 
  ‘The fruit is in the bowl.’ (TRPS. 2) 
 
The subject-verb agreement marker for the kikikiki----    class is kkkkɩɩɩɩ/kikikiki- as in the instantiation 
of the +ATR variant in (27a). The subject marker may however be left out as 
shown in (27b).  
 
27a. Kiwíń ítsú ányɩń́. 
  kikikiki-wíwíwíwí        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kikikiki----tsútsútsútsú        áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́
  CM-thorn DEF SM-prick CM-man DEF 
  ‘The thorn pricked the man.’ 
 
27b. Kɩzɔń kpasɩ ́’únínɩm̄́. 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----zzzzɔɔɔɔ            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kpaskpaskpaskpasɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bubububu----níníníní            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ 
  CM-housefly DEF be.in CM-water  DEF inside 
  ‘The housefly is in the water.’ 
 
The generalisation of the subject-verb agreement marker of the aaaa1111---- class is 
exemplified in sentence (27c). This was a report made to one of my consultants by 
her niece who was asked to cook yam for lunch. In this sentence, the subject-verb 
agreement marker used is aaaa---- instead of kkkkɩɩɩɩ----.... 
 
27c. Kíkūń átsyɔḿɔ.̄ 
  kíkíkíkí----kūkūkūkū        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----tsytsytsytsyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄
  CM-yam DEF SM-rot 
  ‘The yam is rotten.’ 
 
Nouns belonging to the kakakaka---- class are cross-referenced by kakakaka/kekekeke- as verbal concord 
as shown in (28a) and (28b). 
 
28a. Kahlɔɛ̃ń́ étsirí kesukpogunūnɩabhā. 
  kakakaka-hlhlhlhlɔɛ̃́ɔɛ ̃́ɔɛ ̃́ɔɛ ̃ ́   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kékékéké----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            kekekeke----susususukpogunūkpogunūkpogunūkpogunū        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā 
  CM-deer DEF SM-be.on  CM-tree.stump DEF top 
  ‘The deer is on the tree-stump.’ 
 
28b.    Keplukpáń áwɔĺɩ.̄    
        kekekeke----plukpáplukpáplukpáplukpá    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kakakaka----wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔĺlllɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄   
  CM-book DEF SM-fall 
  ‘The book fell.’ 
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The sentences in (29) exemplify nouns in the bbbbuuuu1111---- class. As shown in these 
sentences, the subject is not cross-referenced on the verbs. It appears that the nouns 
in this class are not cross-referenced on verbs. This is yet another example that the 
noun class system of the language is in the process of decaying. In these sentences, 
the verbs tãtãtãtã ‘burn’, in (29a), and kúkúkúkú ‘reach’, in (29b), occur without any subject-
verb agreement marker.  
 
29a. Buvú nɩ ́tã pétéé pétéé dzí ’ʊ́tɔ.́ 
  bubububu----vúvúvúvú            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       tãtãtãtã            pétéépétéépétéépétéé    pétéépétéépétéépétéé    dzídzídzídzí            bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   
  CM-building DEF burn all  all  become CM-ash 
  ‘The building burned down completely into ashes.’  
 
29b. Bʊmwɩ nɩ ́kú �á n’onínɩm̄́. 
  bbbbʊʊʊʊ-mwmwmwmwɩɩɩɩ    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kúkúkúkú        �á�á�á�á        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       oooo----níníníní        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ 
  CM-salt DEF reach pass LOC CM-soup DEF inside 
  ‘There is too much salt in the soup.’ 
 
babababa- and bebebebe---- are used to cross-reference the nouns in the ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)- class on the verb. 
Consider the following examples: 
 
30a. Bawīń ásɔmɩ ́kíhúínɩá́bhā. 
  babababa----wīwīwīwī            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bábábábá----ssssɔɔɔɔmmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   kíkíkíkí----húíhúíhúíhúí                nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā 
  CM.PL-dress DEF SM-hang CM-drying.line DEF top 
  ‘The clothes are hanging on the drying line.’ (TRPS. 36) 
 
30b. Báányɩń étsokú ’ʊ́pánɩm̄́. 
  báábáábáábáá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bébébébé----tsokútsokútsokútsokú    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----pápápápá            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ 
   CM.PL-man DEF SM-enter CM-house  DEF inside 
  ‘The men entered the house.’ 
 
As the examples in (30a) and (30b) illustrate the subjects of these sentences are 
plural nouns, and the agreement markers are babababa---- and bebebebe----. Sentence (30a) was given 
during a picture-stimuli elicitation session.  
 
With regard to nouns in the    iiii----    class, some speakers do not cross-reference the noun 
on the verb. For those who mark the agreement, these nouns take ɩɩɩɩ----/i/i/i/i---- as their 
subject-verb agreement marker as illustrated in (31). 
 
31a.    Iseyuyuń ɩśɔmɩ ́osíníshú.    
        iiii----seyuyuseyuyuseyuyuseyuyu        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       ɩɩɩɩ----ssssɔɔɔɔmmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       oooo----sísísísí        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       shúshúshúshú 
  CM.PL-fruit DEF SM-hang CM-tree DEF surface 
  ‘The fruits are hanging on the tree.’ (TPRS. 45) 
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31b. Ihuiń ítsirí kesukpogununɩabhā. 
  iiii----huihuihuihui            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       iiii----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            kekekeke----sukpogunusukpogunusukpogunusukpogunu        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā 
  CM.PL-rope DEF SM-be.on  CM-tree.stump DEF top 
  ‘The ropes are on the tree stump.’ 
 
The subject-verb agreement marker of the nouns in the aaaa2222---- class is aaaa----/e/e/e/e----. The 
sentences in (32) illustrate this. 
 
32a. Ékūń átsyɔḿɔ ̄
  éééé----kūkūkūkū            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----tsytsytsytsyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄
        CM.PL-yam DEF SM-rot 
  ‘The yams are rotten.’ 
 
32b. Akanan etsí. 
        aaaa----kanakanakanakana            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----tsítsítsítsí 
  CM.PL-crab DEF SM-die 
  ‘The crabs are dead.’ 
 
As it is with nouns in the bbbbuuuu1111---- class, there is no subject-verb agreement marker that 
is used to cross-reference nouns in the bbbbuuuu2222---- class on verbs. Consider the following 
examples in (33). 
 
33a. Butsé nɩ ́zi bʊyɛm ’ɩdɔń̄.    
  bubububu----tsétsétsétsé                nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       zizizizi            bbbbʊʊʊʊ----yayayaya        kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ    kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́
  CM.PL-monkey  DEF  destroy CM-farm inside CM-thing DEF 
  ‘The monkeys destroyed the crops.’ 
 
33b. Butsukpú nɩ ́tsirí isubhanɩabhā.    
        bubububu----tsukpútsukpútsukpútsukpú        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       tsirítsirítsirítsirí    iiii----subhasubhasubhasubha            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā    
     CM.PL-pot DEF be.on CM.PL-hearth DEF top 
  ‘The pots are on the hearths.’ 
 
Finally, kkkkɩɩɩɩ/ki/ki/ki/ki- is the subject-verb agreement marker for nouns in the ttttiiii---- class. This 
is illustrated by the examples in (34). Some speakers do not mark the agreement 
between titititi---- class nouns and the verb. 
 
34a. Tɩwáń ííshē vlɔvlɔ. 
  ttttɩɩɩɩ-wwwwáááá            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kíkíkíkí----íííí----shēshēshēshē                    vlvlvlvlɔɔɔɔvlvlvlvlɔɔɔɔ 
  CM-weed  DEF SM-PRSPROG-grow fast  
  ‘The weed is growing very fast.’ 
 
34b. Tɩwʊ̃́lɔ̃ń̄ ɩt́ã békē 
  ttttɩɩɩɩ----wwwwʊ̃́ʊ̃ʊ́̃́ʊ̃́llllɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃ ̄           nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---tãtãtãtã        békēbékēbékēbékē 
  CM-rubbish DEF SM-burn COMPL 
  ‘The rubbish has finished burning.’ 



68 Chapter 3 
 

 

In the next section, I will look at agreement within the noun phrase, to support the 
noun classes so far identified as well as distinguish between the classes that have 
identical forms but are treated as different classes. 
 

3.3.2                Agreement involving noun modifiers 

In Tafi, nominal modifiers follow the noun head. Some modifiers like the 
quantifiers and demonstratives agree with the head noun. Ordinals, unlike other 
quantifiers, behave like qualifiers in the sense that they do not show agreement 
with the head noun (Bobuafor 2012, 2009b). For quantifiers, for example, the 
agreement prefix is a consonantal prefix tttt---- and a concord vowel that agrees with 
the vowel of the noun prefix. This is a form of vocalic concord (Schuh, 1995). 
 

3.3.2.1   Head noun and numerals 

In Tafi, numerals consist of cardinal and ordinal numbers. The cardinal numbers 
show agreement with the head noun whereas the ordinal numbers do not. The 
counting forms of cardinal numbers are different from the form they take in 
attributive position (see Chapter 4, § 3 for details). In attributive position, the 
numerals, especially ‘one’ to ‘nine’, take the consonantal prefix tttt----    and a concord 
vowel that agrees with the vowel of the noun prefix except for the kakakaka- class which 
takes ieieieie as the concord vowel. Thus, agreement is shown on the numbers ‘one’ to 
‘nine’, depending on the noun class as exemplified in the table below. In Table 3.4, 
there is no indication of plural forms for the bubububu1111- class as these plural nouns belong 
to the ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- class. 
 
    Table 3.4  Cardinal numerals  

ClassClassClassClass ConcordConcordConcordConcord MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning 

aaaa1111----    áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   tttt----éééé----ɖɖɖɖíkpóíkpóíkpóíkpó    ‘one man’ 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    báábáábáábáá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   tttt----ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩá́ááá----bhābhābhābhā    

báábáábáábáá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   tttt----íéíéíéíé----títítítí    
‘two men’ 
‘five men’ 

oooo----    oooo----lí tlí tlí tlí t----óóóó----ɖɖɖɖúkpóúkpóúkpóúkpó    ‘one neck’ 
iiii----    iiii----lí tlí tlí tlí t----ɩɩɩɩ----bhābhābhābhā    

iiii----lí tlí tlí tlí t----iiii----títítítí    
‘two necks’ 
‘five necks’ 

kikikiki----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú    tttt----ríríríríkpókpókpókpó    ‘one head’ 
aaaa2222----    aaaa----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú    tttt----áááá----bhābhābhābhā    

aaaa----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú    tttt----éééé----títítítí    
‘two heads’ 
‘five heads’ 

kakakaka----    kákákáká----gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----íéíéíéíé----ɖɖɖɖíkpóíkpóíkpóíkpó    ‘one squirrel’ 
bbbbuuuu2222----    búbúbúbú----gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----ʊʊʊʊ----bhabhabhabha    

búbúbúbú----gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----uuuu----títítítí    
‘two squirrels’ 
‘five squirrels’ 

bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----rúkpó rúkpó rúkpó rúkpó     ‘one ear’ 
ttttiiii----    There are no count nouns in this class. 
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3.3.2.2   Head noun and indefiniteness marker 

The indefiniteness marker in Tafi has the root ----lílílílí ‘a, a certain, some’ which is the 
same form used for ‘one’ in counting. When this marker and other quantifying 
numerals modify a noun, they take the quantifier prefix tttt----    and a concord vowel    
which    corresponds to the noun    class prefix vowel except for the kakakaka---- class which 
takes as the concord vowel    ieieieie. This concord vowel harmonises with the [ATR] 
value of the stem-initial vowel. The prefix vowel of the indefiniteness marker is 
illustrated in Table 3.5. 
 
   Table 3.5 The Indefiniteness Marker  

ClassClassClassClass ConcordConcordConcordConcord MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning 
aaaa1111----    aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   tttt----eeee----lílílílí    ‘a, some, a certain child’ 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    baabaabaabaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   tttt----eeee----lílílílí    ‘some children’ 
oooo----    oooo----sí tsí tsí tsí t----oooo----lílílílí    ‘a, some, a certain tree’ 

iiii----    iiii----sí tsí tsí tsí t----iiii----lílílílí    ‘some trees’ 
kikikiki----    kíkíkíkí----kū tkū tkū tkū t----iiii----lílílílí    ‘a, some, a certain yam’ 
aaaa2222----    éééé----kū tkū tkū tkū t----eeee----lílílílí    ‘some yams’ 
kakakaka----    kákákáká----gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----ieieieie----lílílílí    ‘a, some, a certain squirrel’ 
bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----uuuu----lílílílí    ‘some squirrels’ 
bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   tttt----uuuu----lí lí lí lí     ‘an, some, a certain ear’ 
ttttiiii----    ttttɩɩɩɩ----wwwwʊʊʊʊllllɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́   tttt----iiii----lílílílí    ‘some intestines’ 

 

3.3.2.3   Head noun and Demonstrative 

In Tafi, demonstratives, like the indefiniteness marker, are formed from stems that 
have to be marked for agreement with the head noun. The demonstrative stems 
express the relative distance of the referent from the deictic centre. There are two 
demonstratives, proximal ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́22 ‘this’ and distal ----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́23 ‘that’. They agree with the 
head noun. The agreement markers are vowel prefixes which correspond to the 
noun class prefix vowel. These concord vowels are always [-ATR], because the 
vowels in the roots of the demonstratives also are. However, the agreement 
markers for the bbbbuuuu1111---- and bbbbuuuu2222---- classes are more than the concord vowel 
corresponding to the class prefix vowel. Their choice is also dependent on the 
                                           
 
22 The proximal demonstrative -nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘this’ is identical in form with the definiteness marker nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
‘the’. However, the former always has to take a prefix to show agreement with the head 
noun whereas the latter does not require a prefix because it does not show concord with the 
head noun. This heterosemic relation between definiteness markers and demonstratives is 
observed in other languages as well such as Akan where the definiteness marker nononono ‘the’ is 
identical with the distal demonstrative as well as the 3SG pronoun and the topic marker. 
23 Most often, the final vowel of ----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘that’ is deleted, however, in formal speech it is 
maintained. 
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height of the final vowel of the noun root. When the final vowel of the noun root is 
[+high], the agreement marker of the demonstrative is the [+back], [+high], [-
ATR] vowel ////ʊʊʊʊ////.  When it is [-high], the agreement marker is the [+back], [-high], 
[-ATR] vowel ////ɔɔɔɔ////. The demonstratives are illustrated in Table 3.6. 
 
Table 3.6  Demonstratives  

    thisthisthisthis    thatthatthatthat    Examples witExamples witExamples witExamples with h h h ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   Examples with Examples with Examples with Examples with ----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

aaaa1111----    aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ekusí aekusí aekusí aekusí a----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘this chief’ ekusí áekusí áekusí áekusí á----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ‘that chief’ 

ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   beekusí abeekusí abeekusí abeekusí a----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘these chiefs’ beekusí  ábeekusí  ábeekusí  ábeekusí  á----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘those chiefs’ 

oooo----    ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   onugbū onugbū onugbū onugbū ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘this mouth’ onugbū onugbū onugbū onugbū ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘that mouth’ 

iiii----    ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   inugbū inugbū inugbū inugbū ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘these mouths’ inugbū inugbū inugbū inugbū ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘those mouth’ 

kikikiki----    ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   kíkū kíkū kíkū kíkū ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘this yam’ kíkū kíkū kíkū kíkū ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́        ‘that yam’ 

aaaa2222----    aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ékū aékū aékū aékū a----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘these yams’ ékū áékū áékū áékū á----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ‘those yams’ 

kakakaka----    aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   kekekekegbugbugbugbu    aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘this stool’ kekekekegbugbugbugbu    áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘that stools’ 

bbbbuuuu2222----    ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
ʊʊʊʊ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       
ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘these squirrels’ 
bubububugbugbugbugbu    ʊʊʊʊ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘these stools’ 

bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘those squirrels’  
bubububugbugbugbugbu    ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘those stools’ 

bbbbuuuu1111----    ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
ʊʊʊʊ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   

bbbbʊʊʊʊttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ ́   ɔɔɔɔ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘this ear’ 
búvū búvū búvū búvū ʊʊʊʊ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘this building’ 

bbbbʊʊʊʊttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ ́   ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘that ear’ 
búvū búvū búvū búvū ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘that building’ 

ttttiiii----    ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ttttɩɩɩɩssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘these feathers’ ttttɩɩɩɩssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘those feathers’ 

 
Furthermore, demonstratives can be used substantively when formally marked, as 
shown in (35b), (35d) and (35f). The demonstrative pronouns are formed by 
attaching the class prefixes (column 2 on Table 3.2) to the modifying form of the 
demonstratives, which comprises the prefix and the root. However, the 
demonstrative pronoun for the ttttiiii- class is formed by attaching the subject pronoun 
of this class (kkkkɩɩɩɩ) to the demonstrative stems as illustrated in (35h) and (35j). In the 
case of the proximal demonstrative -nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘this’, its root is reduplicated24. The initial 
syllable of the reduplicated root bears a low tone.     
 
35a. beebeebeebee----kusíkusíkusíkusí----aaaa----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ‘these chiefs’ 
35b. babababa----áááá----nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ/́ / / / babababa----áááá----nnnnɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩňnnn   ‘these ones’ 
35c. beebeebeebee----kusí ákusí ákusí ákusí á----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́    ‘those chiefs’ 
35d. babababa----áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́        ‘those ones’ 
35e. búbúbúbú----vūvūvūvū----ʊʊʊʊ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ‘this building’ 
35f. bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ/́ b/ b/ b/ bʊʊʊʊ----ʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----nnnnɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩňnnn   ‘this one’ 
35g. ttttɩɩɩɩssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ɩɩɩɩ----nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́      ‘these feathers’ 
35h.    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ/́ k/ k/ k/ kɩɩɩɩ----ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---nnnnɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩňnnn    ‘these ones’ 

                                           
 
24 In informal speech, the final vowel of the reduplicated form    ----nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘this’    is elided. The high 
tone on the deleted vowel, however, remains and it docks on the preceding consonant /nnnn/. 
The resultant form is    ----nnnnɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩňnnn. . . . The full    form    ----nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   is used especially in emphatic speech. 
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35i. ttttɩɩɩɩssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ‘those feathers’ 
35j. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́                       ‘those ones’ 
 

3.3.2.4   Head noun and interrogative quantifier -shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄

The interrogative quantifier ----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄‘how many/ much’ agrees with the noun it occurs 
with. Its agreement prefix has the form tVVtVVtVVtVV----    where tttt---- is the quantifier prefix and 
the VVVVVVVV in the prefix represents the lengthened copy of the prefix vowel of the head 
noun, except for the ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- class prefix. The prefix of the agreement marker for the 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)---- class is the same as the one used for the numerals ‘two’ to ‘nine’ when 
conjoined to ‘ten’ and its multiples (see Chapter 4, § 4.3.1). For semantic reasons,  
----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄ ‘how many/ much’ is used only for plural nouns. When it occurs with 
countable nouns it is interpreted as ‘how many?’, and when it occurs with 
uncountable nouns, as ‘how much?’ Also, when the head noun ends in a final high 
tone, this tone spreads rightwards to all but the last syllable of the quantifying 
word. The interrogative quantifier is illustrated in Table 3.7. 
 
    Table 3.7  Concord in the interrogative quantifier   

ClassClassClassClass ConcordConcordConcordConcord MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    beebeebeebee----kusí tkusí tkusí tkusí tɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩá́ááá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄???    ‘how many chiefs?’ 

iiii----    iiii----nugbunugbunugbunugbu    ttttɩɩɩɩɩɩɩɩ----shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃?̄???    ‘how many mouths?’ 
aaaa2222----    aaaa----ttttɔɔɔɔkpú táákpú táákpú táákpú táá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄???    ‘how many heads?’ 
bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----papapapa    ttttʊʊʊʊʊʊʊʊ----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄???    ‘how many hoes?’ 

ttttiiii----    ttttɩɩɩɩ----wwwwʊ̃́ʊ̃ʊ́̃́ʊ̃́llllɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃̄ɔ̃ ̄   táátáátáátáá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄???25    ‘how much rubbish?’ 

    
 
   Table 3.8 Interrogative pronouns (quantifiers) 

ClassClassClassClass      ConcordConcordConcordConcord          MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    babababa----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩá́ááá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄ ? ? ? / / / / baábaábaábaá----ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩá́ááá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄??? ‘how many (of them)?’ 

iiii----    ɩɩɩɩ----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ttttɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́-́---shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃?̄ / ? / ? / ? / ɩɩ ́ɩɩ ́ɩɩ ́ɩɩ-́ttttɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́ ́ɩɩ́-́---shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃̄shi ̃?̄??? ‘how many (of them)?’ 

aaaa2222----    aaaa----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   táátáátáátáá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄ ? ? ? / / / / aáaáaáaá-táátáátáátáá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄??? ‘how many (of them)?’ 

bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ttttʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄ / b? / b? / b? / bʊʊ́ʊʊ́ʊʊ́ʊʊ-́ttttʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́ʊʊ́́----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄??? ‘how many (of them)?’ 

ttttiiii----    aaaa----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   táátáátáátáá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄ ? ? ? / / / / aáaáaáaá-táátáátáátáá----shshshshɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃?̄???    ‘how much (of it)?’ 
 

                                           
 
25 According to one of my consultants, taashi ̃̄taashi ̃̄taashi ̃̄taashi ̃ ̄is used for the ttttiiii---- class because nouns in the ttttiiii---- 
class are uncountable. As can be seen from the Table 3.7, taashtaashtaashtaashɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄is used to modify nouns in 
the aaaa2222---- class which contains some non-count nouns. This can be seen as a case of semantic 
agreement using the aaaa2222---- class agreement pattern for non-count nouns of the titititi-class. 
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Moreover, interrogative pronouns are formed by independent pronouns of the 
classes modified by the interrogative quantifier. The agreement relation is marked 
in the same way as between a nominal head and a modifying quantifier.  Such 
interrogatives have two forms – a long form consisting of a prefix and a root and a 
short form in which the root of the independent pronoun is elided and compensated 
for by lengthening the vowel of the prefix, as shown in the Table 3.8. According to 
one of my consultants, the full forms are used more often in formal speech or for 
emphatic reasons, whereas the reduced forms are used in informal speech. The tone 
on the prefix of the interrogative quantifier depends on the tone of the final syllable 
of the pronoun, just as with the nouns.  
 

3.3.2.5   The modifier kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká26 

Tafi has a modifier kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká ‘every, each, any’ which occurs in the following 
frame: 
 
32.  [Head nominal + kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká] 
 
kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká does not show concord with the noun, but it can be nominalised in the 
same way as the adjective and the ordinal (see section 3.2.2.6). For instance, ssssɩɩɩɩkákákáká 
‘money’ belongs to the aaaa1111---- class, so the aaaa1111---- class prefix is added to kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká to 
derive the pronominal form áááá-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká ‘any’. The third column of Table 3.9 
illustrates the pronominal forms for all the classes with kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ka ka ka ka ‘every, each, 
any’. 
 
The derivation of the form kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká ‘every, each, any’ is based on the complex 
NP structure [NPi nyáányáányáányáá NPi]. This structure is used to express the meaning of 
‘every, each, any N’ when in affirmative sentences, and in negative sentences, it 
has a reading of ‘none, no N, not any N’. Consider the following examples: 
 
36a. Eyīnyéé’yí ákʊ́lā y’aka. 
  eeee----yíyíyíyí----nyáányáányáányáá----éééé----yíyíyíyí                        áááá----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́lālālālā            yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           áááá----kākākākā    
  CM-child-DISTR-CM-child  SM-insult  3SG.IND CM-father 
  ‘Any child insults the father.’ 
 
36b. Eyīnyéé’yí átɩḱʊ́lā y’akaʔ. 
  eeee----yíyíyíyí----nyáányáányáányáá----éééé----yíyíyíyí                        áááá----ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́lālālālā                yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           áááá----kākākākā 
  CM-child-DISTR-CM-child  SM-NEG1-insult  3SG.IND CM-father 
  ‘No child insults the father.’ 

                                           
 
26 In an earlier analysis of the noun class system of the language (Bobuafor 2009), I stated 
that kányáákákányáákákányáákákányááká is a negative modifier. I think that that analysis did not cover all the data and 
the one presented here is more adequate. 
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Agreement within this complex NP between nyáányáányáányáá and the nouns is indicated by a 
vocalic concord on nyáányáányáányáá, as shown in the second column of Table 3.9. If the vowel 
of the noun prefix is /a//a//a//a/, the vowels in nyáányáányáányáá stay the same. For this reason, all the 
vowels in the kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká word are /a//a//a//a/. When the vowel in the noun class prefix is 
[+front], the nyáányáányáányáá word is realized with a front mid vowel depending on its [ATR] 
value. When the vowel in the noun class prefix is a high back vowel then the 
concord vowel is ////ɔɔɔɔ////. Finally, when the noun class prefix vowel is mid back, the 
agreement marker is the corresponding [ATR] mid back vowel.  
 
A high tone on the final syllable of the first nominal root in the complex NP 
becomes a mid tone, while the high tone on the last vowel of nyáányáányáányáá spreads 
rightwards onto the following noun. 
 
Table 3.9  Nouni nyáányáányáányáá Nouni and kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká 

ClassClassClassClass    NounNounNounNouniiii    nyáá Nounnyáá Nounnyáá Nounnyáá Nouniiii        ‘every, each, any N’    kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká  ká  ká  ká  ‘every, each, any’    

aaaa1111----    eeee----kusīkusīkusīkusī----nyéényéényéényéé----kúsí  kúsí  kúsí  kúsí  ‘every, each chief’    aaaa----kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká      ‘each one’ 

ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    beebeebeebee----kusīkusīkusīkusī----nyéényéényéényéé----kúsí  kúsí  kúsí  kúsí  ‘any/ all chiefs’    babababa----kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká    ká    ká    ká    ‘any/all of them’ 

oooo----    oooo----nugbunugbunugbunugbu----nyóónyóónyóónyóó----núgbú núgbú núgbú núgbú ‘every, each mouth’    ɔɔɔɔ----kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká     ká     ká     ká     ‘each one’ 

iiii----    iiii----nugbunugbunugbunugbu----nyéényéényéényéé----núgbú  núgbú  núgbú  núgbú  ‘any/ all mouth(s)’    ɩɩɩɩ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká     ‘any/all of them’ 

kikikiki----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpūkpūkpūkpū----nynynynyɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́-́---ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔḱpú  kpú  kpú  kpú  ‘every, each head’    kkkkɩɩɩɩ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká    ‘each one’ 

aaaa2222----    aaaa----ttttɔɔɔɔkpūkpūkpūkpū----nyáányáányáányáá----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔḱpú  kpú  kpú  kpú  ‘any/ all head(s)’    aaaa-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká     ‘any/all of them’ 

kakakaka----    kekekeke----dededede----nyéényéényéényéé----dé  dé  dé  dé  ‘every, each back’    kakakaka-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká    ‘each one’ 

bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----gbgbgbgbɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ-̄---nynynynyɔɔ́́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́-́---gbgbgbgbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       ‘any/ all squirrel(s)’    bbbbʊʊʊʊ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----kákákáká    ‘any/all of them’ 

bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄ɔ-̄---nynynynyɔɔ́́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́ ́ɔɔ́-́---ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ ́       ‘every, each ear’ 
búbúbúbú----vvvvūūūū----nyóónyóónyóónyóó----vú  vú  vú  vú  ‘every, each building’    

bbbbʊʊʊʊ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká     ká     ká     ká     ‘each one’ 
bbbbʊʊʊʊ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká    ká    ká    ká    ‘each one’ 

ttttiiii----    ttttɩɩɩɩ----wawawawa----nynynynyɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́-́---ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---wáwáwáwá        ‘any/ all weed(s)’    kkkkɩɩɩɩ-kákákáká----nyáányáányáányáá----ká     ká     ká     ká     ‘each one’ 

 
As shown by the examples in the second column, apart from the ttttiiii- prefix, the 
prefix of the second noun is not realised. This may be an indication that we are 
dealing with compound formation as the nominal roots in compounds tend not to 
be prefixed. The vowels of the kkkkɩɩɩɩ- and ttttɩɩɩɩ- prefixes of the second noun in the kikikiki- and 
ttttiiii- classes are assimilated to the vowel of nyáányáányáányáá. 
 

3.3.2.6   Head noun and other modifiers/ qualifiers 

Other modifiers including qualifiers such as attributive adjectives, ordinals and the 
interrogative qualifier ɖɖɖɖúwúwúwúweeeē ‘which’ do not show agreement with the head noun. 
However, these modifiers can be made to function as heads of the noun phrase 
when they are nominalised by the addition of the nominal prefixes except for the 
ttttiiii----    prefix which requires the prefixation of its subject pronominal form. When these 
modifiers are nominalised, they control agreement. The following are examples. As 
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expected, the [ATR] value of the vowel in the prefixed pronoun depends on the 
[ATR] value of the initial vowel in the adjectival base as in the following 
examples. 
 
37a. Báányɩ ́ɖɩɖama tɩalɩ ̃ ́álɩĺɩń́ pétéé báyadɩ lenú. 
  báábáábáábáá-nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́     ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama    ttttɩɩɩɩaaaa----llllɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃ ́       áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           pétéépétéépétéépétéé            
  CM.PL-men tall   AM-four AM-DIST  all   
  bábábábá----yadyadyadyadɩɩɩɩ   lelelele----núnúnúnú    
  CM.PL-farmer  3PL.DEP-be 
  ‘All those four tall men are farmers.’ 
 
37b. Baɖɩɖama tɩalɩ ̃ ́álɩĺɩń pétéé báyadɩ lenú. 
  babababa----ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama        ttttɩɩɩɩaaaa----llllɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃ ́       áááá----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩĺlllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           pétéépétéépétéépétéé         
  CM.PL-tall AM-four AM-DIST  all   
  bábábábá----yadyadyadyadɩɩɩɩ                lelelele----núnúnúnú    
        CM.PL-farmer  3PL.DEP-be 
  ‘All those (four) tall ones are farmers.’ 
  
38a. Kɩkpã ̌gbɩgblǎń ítsirí kplɔ̃ňɩá́bhā. 
  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kpã̌kpã̌kpã̌kpã ̌       gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kikikiki----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            kplkplkplkplɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃ ̌   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā 
  CM-fish big   DEF SM-be.on  table DEF top 
  ‘The big fish is on the table.’ 
 
38b. Kɩgbɩgblǎń ítsirí kplɔ̃ňɩá́bhā. 
        kkkkɩɩɩɩ----gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kikikiki----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            kplkplkplkplɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃ ̌   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā 
  CM-big  DEF SM-be.on  table  DEF top 
  ‘The big one is on the table.’ 
 
39a. Tɩsɩ ́dzyrodoń  ídzyínī. 
  ttttɩɩɩɩ----ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           dzyrododzyrododzyrododzyrodo    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kikikiki----dzyínīdzyínīdzyínīdzyínī    
  CM-feather long  DEF SM-break 
  ‘The long feather is broken.’ 
 
39b. Kidzyrodoń ídzyínī. 
  kikikiki----dzyrododzyrododzyrododzyrodo    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kíkíkíkí----ddddzyínīzyínīzyínīzyínī    
  CM-long  DEF SM-break 
  ‘The long one is broken.’ 
 
In (37b), and (38b), the nominal prefixes of báábáábáábáá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘men’ and kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kpã̌kpã̌kpã̌kpã ̌ ‘fish’ have 
been attached to the adjectives ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama ‘tall’ and gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ ‘big’, respectively, 
whereas in (39b), it is the subject pronoun for the ttttiiii---- class that has been prefixed to 
the adjective dzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodō ‘long’. The ATR value of the vowel in the prefixes of kkkkɩɩɩɩ----
gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ ‘big one’ in (38b) and kikikiki-dzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodō ‘long one’ in (39b) are harmonic with the 
initial vowel of the adjectives. In these examples, babababa----ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama ‘tall ones’, kkkkɩɩɩɩ----gbgbgbgbɩɩɩɩgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ 
‘big one’ and kikikiki-dzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodōdzyrodō ‘long one’ are pronominals, and can function as nouns.  



Nouns and Noun Classes 

 

75 

The following examples illustrate the ordinals. As stated earlier on, in attributive 
position, ordinals do not take prefixes to mark agreement with the head noun as 
illustrated in (40a) and (40c). When they are nominalised they control agreement. 
(40b) and (40d) are nominalised forms of the ordinals in (40a) and (40b) 
respectively.  
 
40a. Eyí trǎmɩń̄ áŋa kɔɖú. 
  eeee----yyyyí í í í         trǎtrǎtrǎtrǎ----mmmmɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----ŋa ŋa ŋa ŋa         kkkkɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖúúúú 
  CM-child three-ORD DEF SM-eat banana 
  ‘The third child ate banana.’ 
 
40b. Átrǎmɩń̄    áŋa kɔɖú. 
  áááá-trǎtrǎtrǎtrǎ----mmmmɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááá----ŋa ŋa ŋa ŋa         kkkkɔɖɔɖɔɖɔɖúúúú    
  CM-three-ORD DEF SM-eat banana 
  ‘The third one ate the banana.’ (referring to the child in (40a)) 
 
40c. Obhoshi trǎmɩń̄ ótsí. 
  oooo----bhoshibhoshibhoshibhoshi    trǎtrǎtrǎtrǎ----mmmmɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       óóóó----tsítsítsítsí 
  CM-tree three-ORD DEF SM-die 
  ‘The third sheep died.’ 
 
40d. Ɔtrǎmɩń̄ ótsí. 
  ɔɔɔɔ----    trǎtrǎtrǎtrǎ----mmmmɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       óóóó----tsítsítsítsí  
  3SG-three-ORD DEF SM-die 
  ‘The third one died.’ 
 
ÐúwÐúwÐúwÐúweeeē ‘which’ is an interrogative qualifier and like the adjective and the ordinal, it 
does not show concord with the head noun, as is shown in (41) below: 
 
41a. aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe27?     ‘which child?’ 
41b. babababa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe ?  ‘which children?’ 
41c. ɔɔɔɔ----ma ma ma ma ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe ?   ‘which town?’ 
41d. ɩɩɩɩ----ma ma ma ma ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe ?   ‘which towns?’ 
41e. kakakaka----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔggggɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌   ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe ? ‘which dog?’ 
41f. bubububu----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔggggɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌   ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe ? ‘which dogs?’ 
 
However, it can be used to form an interrogative pronoun by the addition of the 
nominal prefixes, except for the ttttiiii---- class, which requires the prefixation of the 
subject pronoun. The vowels in all the prefixes are [+ATR] because the initial 
vowel in the interrogative qualifier has the same [+ATR] value. The interrogative 
pronouns are given in Table 3.10. When the interrogative qualifier is nominalised it 
                                           
 
27 Questions in Tafi end on a low tone that is why the tone on the final syllable of ɖúwē is 
mid-low (ML) instead of Mid (M). 
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controls agreement as illustrated in the sentences in (42b) and (43b) below. In these 
sentences, the subject-verb agreement marker that the nominalised form takes is the 
same as the subject marker for the subject NP in (42a) and (43a). 
 
42a. Anʊv́ɔ ̄ɖúwē y’ábá sukû? 
  aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe     yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           áááá----bábábábá        sukusukusukusuku  
  CM-child which 3SG.IND SM-come school 
  ‘Which child came to school?’ 
 
42b. Eɖúwē y’ábá sukû̂ ̂̂? 
  eeee----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe         yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           áááá----bábábábá        sukusukusukusuku  
  CM-which 3SG.IND SM-come school 
  ‘Which one came to school?’ 
 
43a. Osí ɖúwē gɩ ányɩń́ étẽ?̂ 
  oooo----sísísísí        ɖɖɖɖúwēúwēúwēúwē    ggggɩɩɩɩ        áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----tẽ́te ̃́te ̃́te ̃ ́   
  CM-tree which REL CM-man DEF SM-slash 
  ‘Which tree did the man cut?’ 
 
43b. Oɖúwē gɩ ányɩń́ étẽ?̂ 
  oooo----ɖɖɖɖúwēúwēúwēúwē        ggggɩɩɩɩ        áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----tẽ́te ̃́te ̃́te ̃ ́
  CM-which REL CM-man DEF SM-slash 
  ‘Which one broke?’ 
 
   Table 3.10         Interrogative pronouns (qualifiers) 

ClassClassClassClass ConcordConcordConcordConcord MeaningMeaningMeaningMeaning 
aaaa1111- eeee----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which one?’ 
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    bebebebe----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which ones?’ 
oooo----    oooo----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which one?’ 
iiii----    iiii----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which ones?’ 
kikikiki----    kikikiki----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which one?’ 

aaaa2222----    eeee----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which ones?’ 

kakakaka----    kekekeke----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which one?’ 
bbbbuuuu2222----    bubububu----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which ones?’ 
bbbbuuuu1111----    bubububu----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which one?’ 
ttttiiii----    kikikiki----ɖɖɖɖúweúweúweúwe????    ‘which ones?’ 

    
3.43.43.43.4        CompoundingCompoundingCompoundingCompounding    

3.4.1   Noun-noun compounds 

Noun compounds in Tafi are composed of two noun roots preceded by a single 
noun class prefix. There are two possible outcomes of this process. The prefix of 
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the compound is either the same as the prefix of the head (44) or the same as the 
prefix of the initial noun (45). Usually, it is the second noun that determines the 
class of the compound. As such,    it    may be considered as the lexical head of the 
compound and the initial noun as a modifier.... Thus, the compound as a whole 
expresses a ‘kind of X’ where X represents the entity referred to by the second 
noun. The following are examples: 
 
44a. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----mmmmɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́  bubububu----níníníní        bbbbʊʊʊʊ----mmmmɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔñíníníní    ‘milk’ 
  breast  water 
 
44b.    bbbbʊʊʊʊ----pápápápá        eeee----letéletéletéleté        áááá----paletépaletépaletépaleté                ‘landlord/master’    
        house  owner 
 
44c. bbbbʊʊʊʊ----dzdzdzdzɔɔɔɔ        kékékéké----pluípluípluípluí        kákákáká----dzdzdzdzɔɔɔɔpluípluípluípluí                ‘gourd used for storing palm oil’    
        palm oil gourd 
   
44d. aaaa----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ   kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ppppɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ kkkkɩɩɩɩ----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩppppɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́    ‘cloth (worn by a woman)’ 
  woman cloth 
 
44e. búbúbúbú----vūvūvūvū  kekekeke----dededede        kékékéké----vudevudevudevude    ‘backyard’ 
  house  back 
 
44f. bubububu----níníníní  oooo----zizizizi   oooo----nízīnízīnízīnízī     ‘well’ (n) 
  water  hole 
 
44g. bébébébé----shēshēshēshē  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ppppɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kikikiki----shēpshēpshēpshēpɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́    ‘a locally woven cloth used to tie 
  local  cloth         children at the back.’ 
 
In the following group of compounds, the prefix of the first noun is maintained. 
That of the second noun may or may not be maintained. If the second noun has a 
CV prefix, the whole prefix is either deleted (46b) or only the initial consonant is 
dropped (45c) except for the ttttiiii- prefix (45b), the whole of which is always 
maintained. The final vowel of the first noun is dropped (45c) and (45d) or both 
vowels undergo assimilation yielding a lengthened vowel as in (45a).  
 
45a. ɔɔɔɔ----w̃ãw̃ãw̃ãw̃ã    kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---xwāxwāxwāxwā   ɔɔɔɔ----w̃w̃w̃w̃ɛɛ̃ ̃ɛɛ̃ ̃ɛɛ̃ ̃ɛɛ̃x̃wāxwāxwāxwā   ‘rib bone’ 
  side (of body) bone 
 
45b. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú    ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---kākākākā   kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkputkputkputkputɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩḱākākākā  ‘hair (of head)’ 
  head    hair 
 
45c. bebebebe----tsítsítsítsí    bubububu----níníníní   bebebebe----tsunítsunítsunítsuní   ‘honey’ 
  bees    water  
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45d. ɔɔɔɔ----tstststsɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄               eeee----yíyíyíyí   ɔɔɔɔ----tstststsɩɩɩɩnēyínēyínēyínēyí   ‘okra seeds’    
        okra       seed (pl) 
 
Interestingly, there are some compounds which have two forms such that in one 
form, the prefix of the compound is the same as that of the second noun like the 
examples given in (44) above. The examples in (46) exemplify this. In the other 
form, the prefix of the second noun is given to the newly formed word however, 
there still seems to be a trace of this prefix before the second noun root.  Thus, 
when the consonantal onset of the prefix is deleted, the prefix vowel remains as 
shown in (47). In (47a), the vowel of the prefix of the second noun has undergone 
assimilation with the final vowel of the first noun and this in turn affects the 
quality of the final vowel of the first noun yielding a long vowel. In examples 
(46b) and (47b), both nouns put together to form the compound have the same 
prefix kkkkɩɩɩɩ----.  
 
46a. ɔɔɔɔ----ɖɖɖɖáááá  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ɖɖɖɖádádádádɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄    ‘weapon’ 
  metal  thing 
 
46b.    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----mmmmɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ ̃  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----shshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----mmmmɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔs̃hshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌    ‘plastic basket’ 
  rubber  basket 
 
47a. ɔɔɔɔ----ɖɖɖɖáááá  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ɖɛɛɖɛɛɖɛɛɖɛɛddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄    ‘weapon’ 
  metal  thing 
 
47b.    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----mmmmɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ ̃  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----shshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----mmmmɔɩ̃ɔɩ̃ɔɩ̃ɔɩ̃shshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌       ‘plastic basket’ 
  rubber  basket 
 

3.4.2   Postpositional phrase + noun compounds 

A few compounds in the language consist of a postpositional phrase followed by a 
noun. The compound word bears the prefix of the first noun. The prefix of the 
second noun is maintained but as usual, if it is a CV prefix, its consonantal onset is 
deleted likewise that of the postposition. Depending on the vowel that ends the 
preceding noun or postposition and the vowel that begins the following noun 
(whether the prefix is a vowel or is made up of a CV syllable whose consonant is 
deleted), there may be vowel coalescence as shown in the last three examples. 
Also, when two vowels follow each other, (one being the final vowel of a first 
word and the other being the initial vowel of the second) one gets elided as 
illustrated in the first example. 
 
48a. kekekeke----níníníní  kábhākábhākábhākábhā  oooo----púpúpúpúpúpúpúpú   kekekeke----niabhopúpúniabhopúpúniabhopúpúniabhopúpú ‘canoe’ 
  river  top   vehicle 
 
 



Nouns and Noun Classes 

 

79 

48b. kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----bbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpukpukpukpuɩɩɩɩmmmmʊʊʊʊbbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘brain’ 
  head  inside  fat 
 
48c. kplkplkplkplɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃̌ɔ̃ ̌  kábhākábhākábhākábhā  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ppppɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  kplkplkplkplɔ̃ɩ̌ ́ɔ̃ɩ̌ ́ɔ̃ɩ̌ ́ɔ̃ɩ̌á́bhábhábhábhɛ̄ɛ ̄ɛ ̄ɛp̄pppɔɔɔɔttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘table-cloth’ 
  table   top   cloth 
 
48d. bbbbʊʊʊʊ----yayayaya  kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ  aaaa----wiwiwiwi   bbbbʊʊʊʊ----yyyyɛɛɛɛmawimawimawimawi  ‘farm attire’ 
  farm  inside  garment 
 
48e. áááá----yakpáyakpáyakpáyakpá kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ  aaaa----gagagaga   áááá----yakpyakpyakpyakpɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛḿagamagamagamaga        ‘bush animal’ 
  bush  inside  animal  
 

3.4.3   Compounding of noun + sex-determining word 

Compound nouns can also be formed by combining an animate noun and the root 
of the sex determining word -nyenyenyenye ‘male’ or -dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ ‘female.’ Examples include: 
 
49.  oooo----bhoshibhoshibhoshibhoshi   ----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ   oooo----bhoshidzbhoshidzbhoshidzbhoshidzɩɩɩɩ    ‘ewe’ 
  sheep     female 
 
  ɩɩɩɩ----ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́    ----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ      ɩɩɩɩ----ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔd́zdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ   ‘mare’    
        horse    female 
 
  AAAA----gbgbgbgbɔɔɔɔ    ----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ   AAAA----gbgbgbgbɔɔɔɔdzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩ  ‘a woman from Tafi’ 
  native of Tafi  female 
 
  ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   -nyenyenyenye   ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔńyenyenyenye  ‘cock’ 
  fowl    male 
 
  ǎǎǎǎ----hhhhɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌    ----nyenyenyenye   ǎǎǎǎ----hhhhɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛňyenyenyenye  ‘boar’    
  pig     male 
 

3.4.4   Compounding of noun + eyí eyí eyí eyí ‘child’    

Another way of forming compounds is by adding the noun eeee----yíyíyíyí ‘child’ to another 
noun as illustrated in the examples below. This compound is a kind of genitive 
construction.     
 
50.  ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   eeee----yíyíyíyí   kkkkɩɩɩɩ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kóéyíkóéyíkóéyíkóéyí  ‘chick’ 
  fowl    child 
 
  oooo----bhoshibhoshibhoshibhoshi   eeee----yíyíyíyí   oooo----bhoshieyíbhoshieyíbhoshieyíbhoshieyí     ‘lamb’ 
  sheep    child 
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  eeee----pidzypidzypidzypidzyaaaa    eeee----yíyíyíyí   eeee----pidzeyípidzeyípidzeyípidzeyí         ‘small/baby goat’ 
  goat    child 
 
  éééé----bhībhībhībhī                eeee----yíyíyíyí         éééé----bheyíbheyíbheyíbheyí   ‘small/baby buffalo’    
  buffalo   child 
 
  kpókpókpókpóssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́    eeee----yíyíyíyí   kpósoeyíkpósoeyíkpósoeyíkpósoeyí   ‘small/baby camel’ 
  camel    child 
 
  ǎǎǎǎ----hhhhɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌    eeee----yíyíyíyí   aaaa----hieyíhieyíhieyíhieyí    ‘piglet’ 
  pig     child 
 
  kakakaka----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔggggɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌  eeee----yíyíyíyí   kakakaka----kudzkudzkudzkudzɔɔɔɔgieyígieyígieyígieyí  ‘puppy’ 
  dog    child 
 
In the first three examples in (50) above, the prefix of the compound is kikikiki----/k/k/k/kɩɩɩɩ---- 
instead of the prefix of the first noun as shown in the rest of the examples. As 
shown by the second and third examples, speakers also have another name for the 
lamb and small goat whose prefix is the same as that of the first noun. As regards 
the last two examples, the vowel /i//i//i//i/ is introduced between the first noun and the 
second noun after the final vowel ////ɛɛɛɛ//// of the first noun is elided. 
 

3.4.5   Compounding of noun +    eletéeletéeletéeleté    

Another way of forming compounds is by postposing the word eeee----leté leté leté leté ‘owner’    to a 
noun stem to express ‘the owner/possessor of something.’ The first noun refers to 
the possessed item. This is illustrated by the examples in (51). 
 
51.  kíkíkíkí----tsúí tsúí tsúí tsúí         eeee----letéletéletéleté       kíkíkíkí----tsúélététsúélététsúélététsúélété      ‘pauper/poor person’    
  poverty possessor  
 
  áááá----yyyyɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌ɩ ̌  eeee----letéletéletéleté    áááá----yǐélétéyǐélétéyǐélétéyǐélété   ‘lazy person’ 
  laziness possessor 
 
  kákákáká----ɖɔ̄ɖɔ̄ɖɔ̄ɖɔ ̄  eeee----letéletéletéleté    kakakaka----ɖɖɖɖoeletéoeletéoeletéoeleté            ‘speaker’ 
  speech  possessor 
 
  aaaa----kpã̌kpã̌kpã̌kpã ̌  eeee----letéletéletéleté    áááá----kpẽľetékpẽľetékpẽľetékpẽľeté   ‘fishmonger’ 
  fishes  possessor 
 
  eeee----lishílishílishílishí        eeee----letéletéletéleté    eeee----lishíéletélishíéletélishíéletélishíéleté  ‘witch’    
  night  possessor    (lit. owner of the night) 
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  aaaa----dzédzédzédzé        eeee----letéletéletéleté             aaaa----dzéélétédzéélétédzéélétédzéélété      ‘witch’  (Ewe-based)    
  witch  possessor 
 

3.53.53.53.5        Nominalisation and nominal derivationNominalisation and nominal derivationNominalisation and nominal derivationNominalisation and nominal derivation    

There are different processes by which nominals are derived. They can be derived 
from verbs and their complements, from verbs by prefixation, and by reduplication 
among others. These processes are discussed below. 
 

3.5.1   Agentive nominalisation 

Agentive nouns can be derived from transitive verbs together with an expressed 
object. They are formed by combining the verb stem, the root of the noun object 
and the aaaa1111---- prefix which is the prefix of the class containing almost all the human 
nouns. Before the prefix is added, there is a permutation of the VO structure which 
becomes OV. Semantically, these verbs are action related. The following are 
examples: 
 
52.  ddddɩɩɩɩ  ‘cultivate’  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----yayayaya   ‘farm’  →   áááá----yadyadyadyadɩɩɩɩ       ‘farmer’ 
  kaskaskaskasɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ ‘teach’   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘thing’  →  áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔkaskaskaskasɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘teacher’ 
  bhbhbhbhɔɔɔɔ  ‘mould’  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘thing’  →  áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔbhbhbhbhɔɔɔɔ  ‘potter’ 
  bísībísībísībísī ‘ask’   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘thing’  →  áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔbísībísībísībísī     ‘beggar’ 
  kámkámkámkámɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ ‘sew’   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘thing’  →  áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔkámkámkámkámɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄  ‘tailor’ 
  ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔĺlllɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄    ‘catch’   eeee----yíyíyíyí  ‘child’  →  eeee----yisyisyisyisɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔĺlllɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄    ‘midwife’ 
  ddddɩɩɩɩ  ‘sell’   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘thing’  →  áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔddddɩɩɩɩ   ‘seller’ 
 

3.5.2   Nominalisation involving prefix + verb roots 

The bbbbuuuu1111---- prefix can be added to some verb roots to derive nouns. The examples in 
(53) illustrate this. The derived nominal either name the action that results from the 
activity denoted by the verb, as in the first three examples or the result-state of a 
change of state verb, as in the last three examples. 
 
53.     gagagaga   ‘walk’   →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----gāgāgāgā    ‘walk (n)’ 
  káfúkáfúkáfúkáfú  ‘praise’  →  bbbbʊʊʊʊ----káfúkáfúkáfúkáfú   ‘praise (n)’    
        ssssɔɔɔɔllllɩɩɩɩ   ‘worship’  →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----ssssɔɔɔɔllllɩɩɩɩ       ‘worship (n)’ 
  ttttɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘be tired’  →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----ttttɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄    ‘tiredness’  
  xwixwixwixwi        ‘satisfy’  →  búbúbúbú----xwīxwīxwīxwī    ‘satisfaction’ 
  tsítsítsítsí            ‘die’   →  bubububu----tsítsítsítsí    ‘death’ 
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3.5.3   Nominalisation involving reduplicated verbs 

Nominals can also be derived from transitive verb stems and their object nouns. In 
the process of deriving these nominals, the noun object is fronted and the verb 
stem is reduplicated as shown in the examples in (54) below. The permutation of 
the object and the verb is similar to the process involved in the formation of 
agentive nominals discussed in § 3.5.1. The reduplicated part of the verb stem 
contains a pre-specified vowel that is [+high]. If the verb root is disyllabic, it is 
partially reduplicated and only the first syllable is copied. 
 
54.  dzí dzí dzí dzí         aaaa----nnnnɔɔɔɔ             → aaaa----nnnnɔɔɔɔ dzídzídzídzídzídzídzídzí     ‘a person who has been bought’ 
  buy   CM-person 
 
     ŋaŋaŋaŋa            kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄     → kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔŋ̄ŋŋŋɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩŋ́áŋáŋáŋá     ‘food’    
  eat   CM-thing  
 
  gagagaga            kikikiki----dzodzodzodzo   → kikikiki----dzogdzogdzogdzogɩɩɩɩgagagaga  ‘travel (n)’    
  walk  CM-road 
 
  kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄           → kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔk̄kkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́    ‘gift’    
  give  CM-thing 
 
  xéxéxéxé            kikikiki----dzodzodzodzo   → kikikiki----dzoxíxédzoxíxédzoxíxédzoxíxé  ‘obstacle’    
  block  CM-road 
 
  hehehehe            bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           → bbbbʊʊʊʊ----ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔh́ihehihehihehihe ‘punishment’    
  pull  CM-ear 
 
  tītītītī   kikikiki----búíbúíbúíbúí      → kikikiki----búítitībúítitībúítitībúítitī ‘knowledge/wisdom’ 
  know  CM-matter 
 
  ddddɔɔɔɔ            ttttɩɩɩɩ----rárárárá            → ttttɩɩɩɩ----radradradradʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́ddddɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘sleep (n)’    
  contact CM-sleep  
 
The addition of prefixes to reduplicated verb stems is one of the ways of forming 
nominals. This is illustrated in (55). The meaning of the derived noun conforms to 
the semantics of the class that the prefix marks. For instance, the forms with the 
a/e/e/e/e---- prefix have an agentive noun semantics as in the first three examples. The ttttɩɩɩɩ/ti/ti/ti/ti---- 
and bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu---- prefixes derive gerundive or manner and stative or dimension nominals 
as in the last two examples. 
 
55.  bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩ    ‘hunt’    →  áááá----bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩbhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩ   ‘hunter’ 
  nynynynyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘wander’   →  áááá----nynynynyʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́nynynynyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘traveller’ 
  nyanyanyanya  ‘(be) sick’   →  áááá----nynynynyɩɩɩɩnyanyanyanya   ‘patient’ 
  fwfwfwfwɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́  ‘breathe’   →  ɔɔɔɔ----ffffʊʊʊʊfwfwfwfwɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́   ‘spirit/breath’ 
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  bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩttttɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄  ‘do’    →  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----bhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩbhbhbhbhɩɩɩɩttttɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄  ‘action’ 
  yinyinyinyinɔɔɔɔ  ‘surprise’   →  títítítí----yiyinyiyinyiyinyiyinɔɔɔɔ   ‘surprise (n)’ 
  ppppɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩ ̃   ‘(be) good’  →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ppppɩɩɩɩppppɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩ ̃    ‘goodness’ 
  zizizizi   ‘(be) bad’   →  búbúbúbú----zizizizizizizizi    ‘badness’ 
 
Moreover, the ttttɩɩɩɩ/ti/ti/ti/ti- prefix can be added to reduplicated verb roots to form nominals 
which are semantically action-related. These nominals can be glossed as ‘the action 
or act of ...’  
 
56.  zazazaza   ‘stay’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---zzzzɩɩɩɩzazazaza    ‘staying’ 
  ŋaŋaŋaŋa   ‘eat’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ŋŋŋŋɩɩɩɩŋaŋaŋaŋa    ‘eating’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘lie (down)’  →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃́ʊ̃ʊ́̃́ʊ̃́w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃́ʊ̃ʊ́̃́ʊ̃́ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́     ‘lying (down)’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘crawl’   →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩt́tttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́    ‘crawling’ 
  gagagaga   ‘walk’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ggggɩɩɩɩgagagaga       ‘walking’ 
  ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘greet’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩśsssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘greeting’ 
  xwixwixwixwi  ‘satisfy’   →  títítítí----xuxwixuxwixuxwixuxwi   ‘satisfying’ 
  trtrtrtrɔɔɔɔ   ‘plan’    →  ttttɩɩɩɩ----ttttɩɩɩɩtrtrtrtrɔɔɔɔ     ‘planning’ 
  yékēyékēyékēyékē  ‘swell’    →  títítítí----yíyékēyíyékēyíyékēyíyékē   ‘swelling’ 
 

3.5.4   Compounding of verb + ɔɔɔɔkkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘place’ 

Nominals can also be derived by the combination of a verb stem and the noun ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́
‘place.’ The prefix of the noun is given to the newly formed word as it is the head. 
The prefix may be ɔɔɔɔ---- or oooo---- depending on the ATR value of the (initial) vowel in the 
verb stem. The following are examples: 
 
57.  zazazaza            ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́    →  ɔɔɔɔ----zakzakzakzakɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘dwelling place/shelter’    
  stay  place 
 
  ffffɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ ̃           ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́            →  ɔɔɔɔ----ffffɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔk̃kkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘anus’      
  defecate place 
 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́               →  ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ-̃---w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃ssssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḱkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘bedroom/sleeping place’    
  lie   place 
 
  kpúkpúkpúkpú        ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́      →  oooo----kpukkpukkpukkpukɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘refuge/hiding place’    
  hide  place 
   
  vvvvʊʊʊʊbbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́    →  ɔɔɔɔ----vvvvʊʊʊʊbbbbɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḱkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́  ‘burial place/ cemetary’    
  bury  place 
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3.5.5   Instrumental nominals 

Certain instrumental nominals are formed by combining the generic noun kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄
‘thing’, a verb and an instrumental noun. The derived nominal signals the 
instrument that the kind of activity expressed by the verb stem is specifically used 
for.  
 
58.  ŋaŋaŋaŋa            kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       aaaa----gbgbgbgbɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌   kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔŋ̄agbŋagbŋagbŋagbɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌  ‘plate’    
  eat   thing  plate 
 
  ŋaŋaŋaŋa            kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       kkkkɩɩɩɩ----bhlbhlbhlbhlʊʊʊʊxxxxɔɛ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔŋ̄ŋŋŋɛɛɛɛɛɛɛɛbhlbhlbhlbhlʊʊʊʊxxxxɔɛ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ɔɛ ́ ‘spoon’    
  eat   thing  spoon 
 
  ttttɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄      kikikiki----tsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐ  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔt̄tttɔɛ́ɔɛ́ɔɛ́ɔɛ́tsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐ  ‘cooking pot’ 
  cook  thing   pot    

 
3.5.6   Gerunds 

Gerunds are formed by the addition of the bbbbuuuu1111---- prefix to their roots as shown in 
(59). 
 
59.  bbbbʊʊʊʊbbbbɔɔɔɔ        ‘bow’     →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́bbbbʊʊʊʊbbbbɔɔɔɔ  ‘bowing’ 
  balbalbalbalɩɩɩɩ  ‘pour’     →  bbbbʊʊʊʊbalbalbalbalɩɩɩɩ   ‘pouring’ 
  bísībísībísībísī        ‘ask’     →  búbisībúbisībúbisībúbisī   ‘asking’ 
  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘crawl’    →  bbbbʊʊʊʊttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘crawling’ 
  wuwuwuwu   ‘increase, ascend’ →  buwubuwubuwubuwu   ‘increasing, ascending’ 
 

3.5.7   Nominalisation involving adjectives 

The bbbbuuuu1111---- and ttttiiii---- prefixes can also be added to adjectivals to derive nominals. 
Examples in (60) are deadjectival nominals based on derived adjectives while the 
examples in (61) are based on ideophonic adjectives (see Chapter 4 on adjectives): 
 
60.  gbgbgbgbʊʊʊʊgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ  ‘big’    →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----gbgbgbgbʊʊʊʊgblǎgblǎgblǎgblǎ  ‘bigness’  
  ggggɩɩɩɩganganganganɩɩɩɩ   ‘strong, hard’  →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----ggggɩɩɩɩganganganganɩɩɩɩ            ‘strength, hardness’ 
     ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama  ‘tall’    →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----ɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖɖɩɖamaamaamaama   ‘tallness’        
  kpkpkpkpɩɩɩɩkpãkpãkpãkpã       ‘dried’    →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----kpkpkpkpɩɩɩɩkpãkpãkpãkpã             ‘dryness’ 
  kpkpkpkpɩɩɩɩkpãkpãkpãkpã       ‘dried’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́kpkpkpkpɩɩɩɩkpãkpãkpãkpã       ‘dryness’ 
  nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄   ‘wide’    →  ttttɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---nnnnɩɩɩɩnnnnɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄    ‘width’ 
  tstststsʊʊʊʊtstststsyyyyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄ ‘ugly’    →  bbbbʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́----tstststsʊʊʊʊtstststsyyyyɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔḿmmmɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄  ‘ugliness’ 
 
61.  kplitaakplitaakplitaakplitaa   ‘short’    →  búbúbúbú----kplitakplitaakplitakplitaakplitakplitaakplitakplitaa ‘shortness’  
  félééfélééfélééféléé   ‘light’    →  búbúbúbú----féléfélééféléfélééféléfélééféléféléé  ‘lightness’     
        fukuufukuufukuufukuu            ‘light’    →  búbúbúbú----fukufukufukufukufukufukufukufuku  ‘lightness’        
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3.5.8   Diminutive nominals 

Diminutives are formed by adding the prefix kikikiki----/k/k/k/kɩɩɩɩ---- and the suffix ----i/i/i/i/----ɛɛɛɛ depending 
on the ATR value of the initial or final vowel of the root respectively. Examples of 
diminutives in the language include the following: 
 
62.  kekekeke----tsukpútsukpútsukpútsukpú   ‘pot’   →  kikikiki----tsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐtsikpǐ    ‘small pot’ 
        kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ssssʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́gbágbágbágbá   ‘bowl’   →  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩǵbgbgbgbɛ́ɛ ́ɛ ́ɛ ́    ‘small bowl’ 
  eeee----pidzyapidzyapidzyapidzya   ‘goat’   →  kikikiki----pidzypidzypidzypidzyɛ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌ɛ ̌    ‘small goat’ 
  kakakaka----shshshshɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   ‘basket’  →  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----shshshshɔɛ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌ɔɛ ̌    ‘small basket’ 
  kekekeke----pidzyaklpidzyaklpidzyaklpidzyaklɔɔɔɔ   ‘he-goat’  →  kikikiki----pidzyaklpidzyaklpidzyaklpidzyaklɔɛ́ ̄ɔɛ́ ̄ɔɛ́ ̄ɔɛ́ ̄   ‘small he-goat’    
  aaaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   ‘child’   →  kkkkɩɩɩɩ----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́               ‘little child’ 
  ɔɔɔɔ----kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́               ‘fowl’   →  kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---kkkkʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́kkkkɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́ɔɛ́ ́               ‘chick’ 
  kekekeke----pluípluípluípluí    ‘gourd’  →  kikikiki----pluípluípluípluí     ‘container’ 
 
As shown in the first example, before the suffix ----iiii is added to the noun stem, the 
final vowel is dropped and in the second and third examples, when the suffix ----ɛɛɛɛ 
occurs after the vowel /a//a//a//a/, the latter gets elided. Also, in the first and second 
examples, the initial vowel of the noun root has changed from a high back vowel to 
a high front vowel. In the last example, the nominal ends in ----iiii which seems to 
block the addition of the diminutive suffix. 
 

3.63.63.63.6        PronounsPronounsPronounsPronouns    

Tafi has a rich pronominal system. This system includes the independent, subject 
and object pronouns as well as possessed pronouns among others. There is a 
dedicated set of dependent pronouns used for reference tracking in various 
dependent clauses as well as other information structuring constructions. Tafi also 
has a set of third person pronouns that match the respective classes. The first and 
second persons (the speech act participants) are completely independent of noun 
class. 
 

3.6.1   Personal pronouns 

The table below shows the personal pronouns in Tafi. They are the independent, 
subject and object pronouns. 
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Table 3.11  Personal pronouns 
 INDEPENDENT SUBJECT 

PRONOUN 
OBJECT 

PRONOUN 
DEPENDENT 
PRONOUN 

1SG mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   iiii----////ɩɩɩɩ----    m(m(m(m(ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ)́)))    iiii----////ɩɩɩɩ----    

2SG wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   oooo----////ɔɔɔɔ----    wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   oooo----////ɔɔɔɔ----    

3SG yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   eeee----/ a/ a/ a/ a----    yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   eeee----/ a/ a/ a/ a----    

1PL blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌28    bubububu----/b/b/b/bʊʊʊʊ----    (b)(b)(b)(b)ʊʊʊʊllllɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   lolololo----/l/l/l/lɔɔɔɔ----    

2PL w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   nononono----/n/n/n/nɔɔɔɔ----    ((((w̃w̃w̃w̃))))ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   nononono----/n/n/n/nɔɔɔɔ----    

3PL balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bebebebe----/ba/ba/ba/ba----    (b)al(b)al(b)al(b)alɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   lelelele----/la/la/la/la----    

 
Independent pronouns can be used in elliptical answers. Thus, they could be used 
in place of an utterance. They are used when emphasis or contrast    is to be 
indicated. They are not bound to the verb.  They can function as heads of NPs and 
can be modified as such. Independent pronouns function in possessive NPs coding 
the possessor. Example (63b) comprises an independent pronoun which is a 
response to the question in (63a). The response in (63b) represents a complete 
utterance (Siewierska 2004:7) which could be rendered as “It is we who beat 
them” as shown in (63c).  
 
63a. Báánɩ ̄gɩ étu baanʊ́vɔn̄?̂ 
  báábáábáábáá----nnnnɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄           ggggɩɩɩɩ        bébébébé----tutututu        baabaabaabaa----nnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  CM.PL-who REL SM-beat CM.PL-child DEF 
  ‘Who beat the children?’ 
 
63b.    BlBlBlBlɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌
  1PL.IND 
  ‘We’ 
 
63c. Blɔ ̌tu ’alɩ.́ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           tutututu        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  1PL.IND beat 3PL 
  ‘We beat them’ (Emphatic) or ‘it is we who beat them.’ 
 
The independent form of the pronoun is used in coordinate NPs. Like in Logba, 
when a group of individuals are listed in which at least one is a pronoun, it is the 
independent form of the pronoun that is used. This is illustrated by the example in 
(64).  
 

                                           
 
28 It appears that the full form of the 1PL is bbbbʊʊʊʊllllɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́ɔ.́ However, in fast speech, the vowel of the 
initial syllable gets elided. 
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64.  Yɩ,́ Kofí n’Ǎmā ábá suku.    
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           KofíKofíKofíKofí    nnnnɩɩɩɩ        ÁmāÁmāÁmāÁmā    bábábábá----bábábábá        sukusukusukusuku     
  3SG.IND Kofi COM Ama SM-come school 
  ‘He, Kofi and Ama came to school.’ 
 
If any of the independent pronouns in the group of individuals occurring in subject 
position is used emphatically and it is the speaker, the hearer or a non-participant 
then either the 1PL, 2PL or 3PL independent pronoun respectively is indexed on 
the verb. Here are some examples. 
 
65a. Blɔ ̌nɩ yɩ ́blɔ ̌gbá ’úvūnɩm̄́. 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           gbagbagbagba        búvūbúvūbúvūbúvū            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ    
  1PL.IND COM 3SG.IND 1PL.IND sweep CM-house  DEF inside 
  ‘We and he swept the room.’ 
 
65b. W̃ʊ̃nɔ̃ ́n’alɩ ́w̃ʊ̃nɔ̃ ́ŋɛɛd́ɔń̄. 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       ŋaŋaŋaŋa        kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  2PL.IND COM 3PL.IND 2PL.IND eat  CM-thing DEF 
  ‘You and they ate the food.’ 
 
However, if the independent pronoun in the group of individuals is not used 
emphatically, then this group of individuals in subject position is indexed on the 
verb by the bound form of the pronouns. This is exemplified by the example in 
(64) above and also by the examples in (66). 
 
66a. W̃ʊ̃nɔ̃ ́nɩ yɩ ́nɔvɩ ’ʊpɛm̄́. 
        w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɔɔɔɔ----vvvvɩɩɩɩ        bbbbʊʊʊʊ----papapapa            kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ    
  2PL.IND COM 3SG.IND 2PL-go CM-house  inside 
  ‘You and he (you pl) went home.’ 
 
66b. Blɔ ̌nɩ y’ʊ́kɔ ́’ʊ̃nɔ̃ ́siká. 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           bbbbʊʊʊʊ----kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       sikásikásikásiká    
  1PL.IND COM 3SG.IND 1PL-give 2PL.IND money  
  We and he (we) gave you money.’ 
 
Interestingly, when the speaker is included in the group of individuals, the 1SG 
independent pronoun is usually not used. Rather, it is the 1PL.IND that is used. In 
this context, the use of the 1SG independent form to talk about the speaker is not 
pragmatically favoured. This may be for reasons of politenesss. The following 
examples illustrate this point. The sentence in (67c) is not ungrammatical but 
pragmatically odd because instead of blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌‘1PL.IND’, mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘1SG.IND’ has been used. 
Such sentences, according to my consultants, are uttered only by children or 
strangers learning the language. 
 
67a. Blɔ ̌n’Ǎma blɔ ̌plú ’uvunɩm̄́.    
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  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        ÁmāÁmāÁmāÁmā    blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           plúplúplúplú        búbúbúbú----vūvūvūvū            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄
  1PL.IND COM Ama 1PL.IND wash CM-house  DEF inside 
  ‘I and Ama (we) scrubbed the room.’ 
 
67b. Ekusíń éklú blɔ ̌nɩ w̃ʊ̃nɔ̃ ́sɩ ́lɔbá tɩtsɩt́sɛɛ́ḿ. 
  eeee----kusíkusíkusíkusí            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       éééé----klúklúklúklú            blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  CM-chief  DEF SM-invite  1PL.IND COM 2PL.IND COMP  
  llllɔɔɔɔ----bábábábá                ttttɩɩɩɩ----tstststsɩɩɩɩtstststsɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ ́ɛɛ́ḿmmm    
  1PL.DEP-come CM-meeting 
  ‘The chief invited you (pl) and I for a meeting.’ 
 
67c. ?? Mɩ ́n’alɩ ́blɔ ̌ŋɛɛd́ɔń̄. 
  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           ŋaŋaŋaŋa        kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  1SG.IND COM 3PL.IND 1PL.IND eat  thing DEF 
  ‘I and they ate the food.’ 
 
The independent pronoun can be modified by adjectives and intensifiers, among 
others, just like a noun. The adjective titětitětitětitě ‘alone, only’ and the intensifiers pétéépétéépétéépétéé 
‘all’ and kóŋ́kóŋ́kóŋ́kóŋ ́ ‘in particular, especially’ modify the independent pronouns wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́
‘2SG.IND’ in (68a) and w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́‘2PL.IND’ and wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́‘2SG.IND’ in (68b) respectively. 
 
68a. Wɔ ́titě wɔ ́bá.    
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           titětitětitětitě        wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́               bábábábá    
  2SG.IND alone 2SG.IND come 
  ‘You alone came.’ 
 
68b. Alasɩ ́tɩ w̃ʊ̃nɔ ̃pétéé nɔbá wɔ kóŋ.́    
        aaaa----llllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́               aaaa----ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           ttttɩɩɩɩ            w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́       ppppétééétééétééétéé    nnnnɔɔɔɔ----bábábábá    
     3SG-be.at  SM-COMP COMP  2PL.IND all  SM-come 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́           kóŋ́kóŋ́kóŋ́kóŋ́    
        2SG.IND INT 
  ‘You all have to come, especially you.’ 
 
Subject pronouns may immediately precede the verb stem. They occur as prefixes 
to the verb with their vowels alternating according to ATR vowel harmony. Thus, 
depending on the ATR value of the (initial) vowel of the verb, the subject pronouns 
have two forms. The 1SG and 2PL are exemplified in (69) and (70) below. In the 
(a) sentences, the subject pronouns contain [-ATR] vowels while in the (b) 
sentences they have [+ATR] vowels.   
 
69a. Ɩb́á .         69b. Ídzyínī ’ishǐn.    
        ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---bábábábá                                            íííí----dzyínīdzyínīdzyínīdzyínī        kikikiki----shǐshǐshǐshǐ        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  1SG-come         1SG-break CM-stick DEF 
  ‘I came.’          ‘I broke the stick.’ 
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70a. Bága.         70b. Bétẽ ́ósíń. 
  bábábábá----gagagaga                                            bébébébé----tẽ́te ̃́te ̃́te ̃ ́       oooo----sísísísí        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  3PL-walk          3PL-slash CM-tree DEF 
  ‘They walked.’        ‘They cut the tree.’ 
 
The negative, tense and aspectual markers occur between the subject pronoun and 
the verb as illustrated by the examples in (71). 
 
71a. Nɔdɔɔga.    
        nnnnɔɔɔɔ----ddddɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ----gagagaga    
  2PL-NEG:PSTPROG-walk 
  ‘You (pl) were not walking.’ 
 
71b. Ɩb́adzu ’uvū. 
  ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---babababa----dzudzudzudzu            búbúbúbú----vūvūvūvū    
  1SG-FUT-build CM-house 
  ‘I shall build a house.’ 
 
Moreover, the third person plural subject pronoun babababa----/be/be/be/be---- is used as an impersonal 
pronoun. For example, 
 
72.  Bebebhui sãh́wɩ ̃ ̄’ɩt́ɔḱpú. 
  bebebebe----bebebebe----bhuibhuibhuibhui        sãh́wsãh́wsãh́wsãh́wɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃̄ɩ ̃ ̄       kkkkɩɩɩɩ----ttttɔɔɔɔkpúkpúkpúkpú    
  3PL-FUT-cut  spider  CM-head 
  ‘They will cut off spider’s head.’ OR ‘spider’s head will be cut off.’  
                     (Sãh́wɩ ̃)̄ 
 
The object pronoun occurs in immediate post-verbal position. Their full forms are 
identical with those of the independent pronouns. Hence, one could say that the 
independent pronouns are used as object pronouns. In object position, they tend to 
have a reduced form where the initial consonant or the first syllables of the 1PL, 
2PL and 3PL forms are deleted as shown in (73a) and (73b). Also, the vowel of the 
first person singular object pronoun is usually dropped as illustrated in (73c). 
 
73a. Báŋa lɔɩabhā. 
  bábábábá----ŋaŋaŋaŋa        blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           kábhākábhākábhākábhā    
  3PL-eat 1PL.IND top 
  ‘They defeated us.’ 
 
73b. Blɔ ̌mɔ ’alɩ.́ 
        blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           mmmmɔɔɔɔ        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  1PL.IND see  3PL 
  ‘We saw them.’ 
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73c. Étuḿ. 
  éééé----tutututu        mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  3SG-beat 1SG 
  ‘S/he beat me.’ 
 
Each noun class in Tafi has a third person pronoun that occurs in subject or object 
positions as illustrated in Table 3.12. The independent pronominal forms for the 
various classes also function as object pronouns. Like the plural independent 
personal pronouns discussed above, for the object function, in connected speech, a 
reduced form of the class pronouns can occur, where the initial consonant of 
disyllabic independent pronouns gets elided. As regards other functions, the full 
forms of the pronouns are used. (74a) and (74b) are examples. In sentence (74a), 
we have nouns occurring in both subject and object positions whereas in sentence 
(74b), we have pronouns referring to these nouns in these positions.  
 
74a.    Ketsukpúń étsirí osubhanɩabha.    
        kekekeke----tsukpútsukpútsukpútsukpú    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kekekeke----tsirítsirítsirítsirí        oooo----subhasubhasubhasubha        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kábhākábhākábhākábhā    
        CM-pot DEF SM-be.on CM-hearth DEF top 
        ‘The pot is on the hearth.’ 
 
74b. Ketsirí ɔĺɩá́bhā.    
        kekekeke----tsirítsirítsirítsirí            ɔɔɔɔllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           kábhākábhākábhākábhā    
  3SG-be.on 3SG.IND top 
        ‘It is on it.’ 
  
ketsukpúketsukpúketsukpúketsukpú ‘pot’ belongs to the kakakaka- class so it is replaced by the pronoun kekekeke- in 
subject position in (74b). osubhaosubhaosubhaosubha ‘hearth’, on the other hand, belongs to the oooo----    classclassclassclass 
and the object pronoun for this class is ɔɔɔɔllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ.́ 
 
Tafi also has subject dependent pronouns for the various classes which are used in 
dependent clauses as shown in Table 3.1.2. Usually the subject marker on the verb 
in the dependent clause tends to be a dependent form of the pronoun. These forms 
occur in relative, complement and adverbial clauses among others after the 
subordinate clause introducers such as ggggɩɩɩɩ ‘REL’, ssssɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘COMP’, ppppɩɩɩɩ ‘CONN’ etc. (see 
Chapter 9 for further details). I must, however, point out that the dependent 
pronoun for the kakakaka- class has the same form as its independent counterpart. It is 
important to note that the dependent forms for the 1PL and 3PL personal pronouns 
which are la/lela/lela/lela/le and llllɔɔɔɔ/lo/lo/lo/lo respectively are distinct from their subject forms in 
independent clauses. The dependent forms for the other persons remain the same in 
independent clauses. The following sentences illustrate the dependent pronominal 
forms of the kakakaka---- classes as well as the 3PL personal pronoun respectively. 
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 Table 3.12 Third person pronouns for the various noun classes 
ClassClassClassClass SubjectSubjectSubjectSubject Object/ indep. formsObject/ indep. formsObject/ indep. formsObject/ indep. forms Dependent formsDependent formsDependent formsDependent forms    

aaaa1111----    a/ea/ea/ea/e----    yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   a/ea/ea/ea/e----    
ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    ba/beba/beba/beba/be----    (b)al(b)al(b)al(b)alɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   la/lela/lela/lela/le----    

oooo----    ɔɔɔɔ/o/l/o/l/o/l/o/lɔɔɔɔ/lo/lo/lo/lo----29    ɔɔɔɔllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɔɔɔɔ/lo/lo/lo/lo    

iiii----    ɩɩɩɩ/i/l/i/l/i/l/i/lɩɩɩɩ/li/li/li/li----30    ɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɩɩɩɩ/li/li/li/li----    

kikikiki----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ/ki/ki/ki/ki----    (k)(k)(k)(k)ɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllɩɩɩɩ/li/li/li/li----    

aaaa2222----    la/lela/lela/lela/le----    alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   la/lela/lela/lela/le----    

kakakaka----    ka/keka/keka/keka/ke----    (k)al(k)al(k)al(k)alɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   kalkalkalkalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
bbbbuuuu2222----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu----    (b)(b)(b)(b)ʊʊʊʊllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllʊʊʊʊ/lu/lu/lu/lu----    

bbbbuuuu1111----    bbbbʊʊʊʊ/bu/bu/bu/bu----    (b)(b)(b)(b)ʊʊʊʊllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   llllʊʊʊʊ/lu/lu/lu/lu----    

ttttiiii----    kkkkɩɩɩɩ----/ki/ki/ki/ki----    (k)(k)(k)(k)ɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́31    llllɩɩɩɩ/li/li/li/li----    

 
 
75a. Kegbu nɩ ́g’ ɩalɩabhā ádɔkasɩń́ áshɩl̃ɔ ́keplukpáń édzyínī. 
  kekekeke----gbugbugbugbu        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           ggggɩɩɩɩ        kalkalkalkalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kabhā kabhā kabhā kabhā     áááá----ddddɔɔɔɔkaskaskaskasɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           áááá----shshshshɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩ ̃ɩl̃lllɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       
        CM-chair DEF REL 3SG.DEP top  CM-teacher DEF SM-leave 
        kekekeke----plukpáplukpáplukpáplukpá    nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kekekeke----dzyínīdzyínīdzyínīdzyínī    
        CM-book DEF SM-break 
  ‘The chair on which the teacher left the book is broken.’ 
 
75b. Kánā gɩ látɔ ̄’ʊdzɔ nɩ ́Baagbɔ. 
  kákákáká----nānānānā            ggggɩɩɩɩ        lálálálá----ttttɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄               bbbbʊʊʊʊ----dzdzdzdzɔɔɔɔ            nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       BaagbBaagbBaagbBaagbɔɔɔɔ    
  CM-manner REL 3PL.DEP-cook CM-palm.oil LOC Tafi 
  ‘This is how palm oil is prepared in Tafi.’ 
 

3.6.2   Possessive pronouns 

In Tafi, the possessor precedes the possessee and pronominal possessors are 
juxtaposed to their possessee. The independent pronominal forms code the 
possessor in possessive construction. In a possessive construction, the initial 
consonants of CV prefixes of possessed nouns may be deleted except for nouns in 
the ttttiiii- class. Also, sometimes, the vowels of the 1SG, 3SG and the final vowel of 
the 3PL independent pronouns are deleted when they precede nouns beginning with 

                                           
 
29 According to one of my consultants who is over 60 years old and others of his age, they 
heard their parents and grandparents using ɔɔɔɔ---- and oooo---- but their use is not common these days. 
30 The use of ɩɩɩɩ---- and iiii---- are no longer common in recent years. 
31 According to two of my consultants, sometime ago, ttttɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́was used as the object pronoun of 
the ttttiiii- class. 
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vowels. The following are examples. In (76a), we have a singular noun while (76b) 
illustrates its plural counterpart. 
 
76a. mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  m’m’m’m’ʊʊʊʊpápápápá      ‘my house’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  wwwwɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔpápápápá         ‘your house 
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  yyyyɩɩɩɩ’’’’ʊʊʊʊpápápápá      ‘his/her house’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  blblblblɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔpápápápá         ‘our house’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔɔ̃ɔɔ̃ɔɔ̃ɔɔ̃pápápápá     ‘your house’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bbbbʊʊʊʊpápápápá  →  balbalbalbalɩɩɩɩ’’’’ʊʊʊʊpápápápá     ‘their house’ 
 
76b. mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bapábapábapábapá  →  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bapábapábapábapá//// maapámaapámaapámaapá   ‘my houses’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       bapábapábapábapá  →  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   bapábapábapábapá/ w/ w/ w/ wɔɔɔɔapáapáapáapá      ‘your houses’ 
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bapábapábapábapá  →  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bapábapábapábapá/ / / / yaapáyaapáyaapáyaapá   ‘his/her houses’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       bapábapábapábapá  →  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌   bapábapábapábapá/ bl/ bl/ bl/ blɔɔɔɔ’apá’apá’apá’apá      ‘our houses’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   bapábapábapábapá  →  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   bapábapábapábapá//// w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ’̃apá’apá’apá’apá ‘your houses’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bapábapábapábapá  →  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bapábapábapábapá/ / / / balaapábalaapábalaapábalaapá  ‘their houses’ 
 
As illustrated in the examples in (76b), the pronominal possessive construction has 
two plural forms, one in which the full form of the possessed noun is used and the 
other in which the initial consonant of the plural prefix is deleted. Where the initial 
consonant of the plural prefix of the possessed noun is deleted, and a vowel of the 
pronoun expressing the possessor is also deleted, the prefix vowel of the possessed 
noun is lengthened (as if to compensate for the deletion of these sounds) as shown 
by the 1SG, 3SG, and 3PL pronominal possessive constructions in (76b). 
Another instance in which vowel lengthening occurs is when the vowel of a 
singular prefix is the same as the vowel of its corresponding CV plural prefix. 
When the initial consonant of the plural prefix is deleted the remaining vowel is 
lengthened so as to distinguish between the singular possessed noun and its plural 
counterpart. This process applies to all the pronouns in the possessive construction 
even if none of their vowels is deleted as shown below. The examples in (77a) 
illustrate a singular possessed noun and those in (77b) its plural counterpart. 
 
77a. mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  m’epidzyam’epidzyam’epidzyam’epidzya        ‘my goat’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  w’epidzyaw’epidzyaw’epidzyaw’epidzya           ‘your goat’ 
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  y’epidzyay’epidzyay’epidzyay’epidzya        ‘his/her goat’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  blo epidzyablo epidzyablo epidzyablo epidzya          ‘our goat’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nõ epidzyanõ epidzyanõ epidzyanõ epidzya       ‘your goat’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   epidzyaepidzyaepidzyaepidzya   →  bal’epidzyabal’epidzyabal’epidzyabal’epidzya          ‘their goat’ 
 
77b.    mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya   →  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya//// m’eepidzyam’eepidzyam’eepidzyam’eepidzya   ‘my goats’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya   →  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya/ w’eepidzya/ w’eepidzya/ w’eepidzya/ w’eepidzya  ‘your goats’ 
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya   →  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya/ y’eepidzya/ y’eepidzya/ y’eepidzya/ y’eepidzya   ‘his/her goats’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       bepidzbepidzbepidzbepidzyayayaya   →  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya/ blo eepidzya/ blo eepidzya/ blo eepidzya/ blo eepidzya  ‘our goats’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya   →  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya//// w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nõ eepidzyanõ eepidzyanõ eepidzyanõ eepidzya  ‘your goats’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya   →  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   bepidzyabepidzyabepidzyabepidzya/ bal’eepidzya/ bal’eepidzya/ bal’eepidzya/ bal’eepidzya  ‘their goats’ 
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Moreover, when wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ,́ blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌and w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́are followed by a noun whose prefix vowel is 
the unadvanced high back vowel, when the initial consonant of the prefix is 
dropped, the height of this unadvanced high back vowel is lowered to that of the 
mid back vowel in these pronouns. Thus we have wwwwɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔpá pá pá pá ‘your house’ instead of 
wwwwɔʊɔʊɔʊɔʊpá pá pá pá and blblblblɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔpápápápá ‘our house’ instead of blblblblɔʊɔʊɔʊɔʊpá pá pá pá as shown in (76a) above.  
 
Furthermore, when the prefix vowel of the possessed noun is [+ATR], it may 
extend its influence to a preceding [-ATR] vowel. Thus, for instance, the [-ATR] 
vowel ////ɔɔɔɔ//// in the 1PL, and 2PL pronouns becomes /o//o//o//o/ which is [+ATR] as shown 
in (77a) and (77b) above. This feature may apply in fast speech, however, in slow 
and careful speech the different [ATR] qualities of the two vowels remain clearly 
perceptible. 
 
The following examples in (78a) and (78b) show the juxtaposition of the pronouns 
with kinship and body-part nouns respectively. 
 
78a. mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááádádádádá        →   m’am’am’am’adádádádá    ‘my sister’ 
        wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       áááádádádádá        →   w’aw’aw’aw’adádádádá                ‘your sister’    
        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       áááádádádádá        →   ya’ya’ya’ya’dádádádá    ‘his sister’    
        blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       áááádádádádá        →   blblblblɔɔɔɔ    aaaadádádádá   ‘our sister’ 
        w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   áááádádádádá        →   w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ̃ɔ ̃   aaaadádádádá   ‘your sister’    
        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   áááádádádádá        →   bal’bal’bal’bal’dádádádá    ‘their sister’    
 
78b. mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           olíolíolíolí     →   m’ólím’ólím’ólím’ólí    ‘my neck’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       olíolíolíolí     →   w’ólíw’ólíw’ólíw’ólí    ‘your neck’ 
  yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       olíolíolíolí        →   y’ólíy’ólíy’ólíy’ólí    ‘his/her/its neck’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       olíolíolíolí  →   bl’ǒlíbl’ǒlíbl’ǒlíbl’ǒlí    ‘our neck’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   olíolíolíolí  →   w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃n’ólín’ólín’ólín’ólí   ‘your neck’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   olíolíolíolí  →   bal’ólíbal’ólíbal’ólíbal’ólí    ‘their neck’ 
 
As shown in the examples in (78a) and (78b), there are tonal modifications in the 
possessive constructions. In (78a), the vowel and in some cases, final vowel of 
some the pronouns gets elided together with their tones. Even those pronouns 
whose vowels are not deleted have their high tones replaced by low tones. 
Moreover, the high tone on the prefix of the kinship term is also replaced by a low 
tone. On the other hand, as illustrated in (78b), even though the (final) vowel of the 
pronoun is dropped, its tone is still maintained. This high tone then shifts on to the 
vowel of the prefix of the body part term if it bears a non-high tone.  
 
Most plural [+human] nouns which occur in the pronominal possessive 
constructions have -alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ suffixed to them. They occur with the singular prefix a/ea/ea/ea/e---- 
instead of the plural prefix ba/beba/beba/beba/be----. It seems that this plural suffix is derived from 
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the third person plural independent pronoun balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́with its initial consonant elided32. 
This is exemplified below: 
 
79.  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   m’eyíálm’eyíálm’eyíálm’eyíálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘my fathers’ 
        wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   w’eyíálw’eyíálw’eyíálw’eyíálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           ‘your fathers’    
        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   y’eyíály’eyíály’eyíály’eyíálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘his fathers’    
        blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌       beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   blo eyíálblo eyíálblo eyíálblo eyíálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘our fathers’ 
        wwwwʊʊʊʊnnnnɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nõ eyíálnõ eyíálnõ eyíálnõ eyíálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́  ‘your fathers’    
        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   beyíbeyíbeyíbeyí        →   bal’eyíábal’eyíábal’eyíábal’eyíállllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   ‘their fathers’    
 
Tafi has a set of possessed pronouns which establish agreement relations with the 
head noun. Therefore, depending on the class of the head noun, these possessed 
pronouns take different forms. They are made up of a personal pronoun, a concord 
vowel and the 3SG independent pronoun yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ.́ The concord vowel added to the 3SG 
yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   is determined by the class of the possessed noun. Except for the kakakaka---- class, as is 
shown in Table 3.13, the concord vowels correspond to the vowels of the class 
prefixes and they agree in ATR value with the vowel of the 3SG independent 
pronoun yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ.́ The concord vowels for the kakakaka- class are the same as those in the 
prefix of the numeral ‘one’ when it modifies nouns in this class.  
 
Table 3.13  Independent possessed pronouns 

ClassClassClassClass 1SG 1SG 1SG 1SG  GlossGlossGlossGloss 3SG3SG3SG3SG    GlossGlossGlossGloss    

aaaa1111----    maymaymaymayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yayyayyayyayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    maymaymaymayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   / / / / maymaymaymay----álálálálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yayyayyayyayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   / / / / yayyayyayyay----áááállllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

oooo----    mmmmɔɔɔɔyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyɔɔɔɔyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

iiii----    mmmmɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

kikikiki----    mmmmɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

aaaa2222----    maymaymaymayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   / / / / maymaymaymay----álálálálɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yayyayyayyayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   / / / / yayyayyayyay----áááállllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

kakakaka----    mmmmɩɩɩɩayayayayɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyɩɩɩɩaaaayyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

bbbbuuuu2222----    mmmmʊʊʊʊyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyʊʊʊʊyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

bbbbuuuu1111----    mmmmʊʊʊʊyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyʊʊʊʊyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 
ttttiiii----    mmmmɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ mine yyyyɩɩɩɩyyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   his 

 
Furthermore, the ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)ba(a)----    and    aaaa2222----    classes    have a plural form of the possessed 
pronoun.33 It is formed with a double marking on the 3SG independent form yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ.́ 

                                           
 
32 This could be a contact-induced development from Ewe where the 3PL pronoun is in a 
heterosemic relation with the nominal clitic wówówówó ‘PL’. Ameka (2006) has observed a similar 
development in Likpe where a 3PL pronoun mmmməəəə has changed into a plural marker on some 
kinship terms. 
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The double marking consists of the plural suffix -alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́derived as stated above from 
balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘3PL.IND’ and the concord vowel of the plural class marker. When the plural 
suffix -alalalalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́is attached, the vowel of the 3SG independent pronoun yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́is deleted. The 
high tone of the vowel of yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́‘3SG.IND’, however, remains and spreads rightward 
to the initial vowel of the plural suffix. These pronouns function independently as 
nominal phrases just like in English. The 1SG and 3SG possessed pronoun forms 
are illustrated in Table 3.13. 
 

3.6.3   Reflexive pronouns 

In Tafi, the reflexive pronoun is expressed by the use of the root shúshúshúshú ‘body.’ It 
seems obvious that the form originates from the noun root shúshúshúshú ‘body’ and has 
become grammaticalised. 
 
80.     í némī shúí némī shúí némī shúí némī shú       ‘I bit myself’ 
  ó némī shúó némī shúó némī shúó némī shú   ‘you bit yourself’ 
  é némī shúé némī shúé némī shúé némī shú   ‘s/he/it bit himself/herself/itself’ 
  bú némī shúbú némī shúbú némī shúbú némī shú   ‘we bit ourselves’ 
  no némī shúno némī shúno némī shúno némī shú   ‘you bit yourselves’ 
  bé némī shúbé némī shúbé némī shúbé némī shú   ‘they bit themselves’ 
 
Interestingly, there is an emphatic construction in the language which is formed by 
adding the expression nnnnɩɩɩɩ ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘with hand’ or XXXXiiii nnnnɩɩɩɩ XXXXiiii ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘Xi with Xi hand’ to the 
independent pronouns. The first X slot in the XXXXiiii nnnnɩɩɩɩ XXXXiiii ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ is filled by an 
independent pronoun while the second X slot is filled by an independent form for 
the singular pronouns  and by a dependent form for the plural pronouns as  
illustrated in (81a) and (81b) below. The emphatic construction can occur as the 
subject of a clause as illustrated in (81c). 
 
81a. Mɩ ́n’ahɔɩ/ mɩ ́nɩ m’áhɔɩ    
        mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        ////    mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ            mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    
  1SG.IND COM CM-hand/  1SG.IND COM 1SG.IND CM-hand 
  ‘I myself’ (lit. ‘I and hand/ I and my hand’) 
 
81b. Balɩ ́n’ahɔɩ/ balɩ ́nɩ l’áhɔɩ 
        balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        ////    balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        lalalala            aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    
  3PL.IND COM CM-hand/  3PL.IND COM 3PL.DEP CM-hand 
  ‘They themselves’ (‘they and hand/ they and their hand’) 
 

                                                                                                   
 
33 Some speakers tend to use this plural suffix for the aaaa2222----    class as well probably because of 

its phonological shape. 
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81c. Mɩ ́n’ahɔɩ mɩ ́bhɩt́ɩ ’ɩlɩ.́ 
  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           bhbhbhbhɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩt́tttɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄ɩ ̄   kkkkɩɩɩɩllllɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   
  1SG.IND COM CM-hand 1SG.IND do  3SG 
  ‘I, myself did it.’ or ‘I did it by myself.’ 
 
In order to express the emphatic form of the reflexive, the expression nnnnɩɩɩɩ ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘with 
hand’ or XXXXiiii nnnnɩɩɩɩ XXXXiiii ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘Xi with Xi hand’ is combined with shúshúshúshú ‘body’ as illustrated 
in (82) and by the sentence in (83) below. This combination is used to give more 
emphasis to the subject or object. 
 
82.  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   nnnnɩɩɩɩ    m’áhm’áhm’áhm’áhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    shúshúshúshú   ‘my own self’ 
  wwwwɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   nnnnɩɩɩɩ    wwwwɔɔɔɔ    áháháháhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    shúshúshúshú  ‘your own self’ 
  yyyyɩɩɩɩ    nnnnɩɩɩɩ    y’áhy’áhy’áhy’áhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    shúshúshúshú   ‘his/ her own self’ 
  blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌   nnnnɩɩɩɩ    llllɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   áháháháhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    shúshúshúshú   ‘our own selves’ 
  w̃w̃w̃w̃ʊ̃ʊʊ̃̃ʊ̃nnnnɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃́ɔ̃ ́   nnnnɩɩɩɩ    nnnnɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́   áháháháhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    shúshúshúshú  ‘your own selves’ 
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́   nnnnɩɩɩɩ    l’áhl’áhl’áhl’áhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ    sssshúhúhúhú   ‘their own selves’ 
 
83.  Ámɔ yɩ ́nɩ y’áhɔɩ shú n’azhʊzhʊɩnɩm̄́    
  ÁÁÁÁ----mmmmɔɔɔɔ        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        yyyyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        shúshúshúshú        nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       aaaa----zhzhzhzhʊʊʊʊzhzhzhzhʊɩ́ ́ʊɩ́ ́ʊɩ́ ́ʊɩ́ ́   
     3SG-see 3SG.IND COM 3SG.IND CM-hand body LOC CM-mirror 
  nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       kkkkɩɩɩɩmmmmɩɩɩɩ    
  DEF inside 
  ‘He saw his own self in the mirror.’ 
 
The expression nnnnɩɩɩɩ ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘with hand’ or XXXXiiii nnnnɩɩɩɩ XXXXiiii ahahahahɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ ‘Xi with Xi hand’ can also be 
used to modify a noun. In this case, it occurs before the noun and it is glossed as 
‘own.’ The following are examples: 
 
84a. Mɩ ́n’áhɔɩ enī 
  mmmmɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́           nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        éééé----nīnīnīnī    
  1SG.IND COM CM-hand CM-mother 
  ‘My own mother’ 
 
84b. Balɩ ́n’áhɔ’ ʊpá    
  balbalbalbalɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----hhhhɔɩɔɩɔɩɔɩ        bbbbʊʊʊʊ----pápápápá    
  3PL.IND COM CM-hand CM-house 
  ‘Their own house’ 
 

3.6.4   Reciprocal pronouns 

The nouns ágláglágláglɔɔɔɔ ‘lover, Zancé(e), etc.’ and ɔɔɔɔhaglhaglhaglhaglɔɔɔɔ ‘mate, colleague, etc.’ are used to 
express reciprocity as illustrated in (85a) and (85b) respectively. Both nouns are 
used interchangeably and they occur in postverbal position and always require a 
plural antecedent as the subject NP. ɔɔɔɔhaglhaglhaglhaglɔɔɔɔ can also occur with the plural forms of 
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the independent pronouns as in (85c). When ágláglágláglɔɔɔɔ is used to express reciprocity it 
does not occur with any pronoun hence the ungrammaticality of the sentence in 
(85d). 
 
85a. Ányɩńʊ́vɔɛ̄n̄ n’adzɩnʊ́vɔɛ̄n̄ ányɩńā áglɔ. 
        áááá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       nnnnɩɩɩɩ        aaaa----dzdzdzdzɩɩɩɩnnnnʊ́ʊʊ́́ʊ́vvvvɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄ɔɛ̄ ̄   nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bábábábá----nynynynyɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩńānānānā    ágláglágláglɔɔɔɔ 
  CM-boy  DEF COM CM-girl  DEF SM-hold RECIP 
  ‘The boy and the girl embraced each other.’ 
    
85b. Bayɩ ̃śɔń́ áákʊlá ɔh́áglɔ. 
  babababa----yyyyɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃́ɩ ̃śsssɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́               nnnnɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́       bábábábá----áááá----kkkkʊʊʊʊlálálálá                    ɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔh́áglháglháglháglɔɔɔɔ     
  CM.PL-young.man DEF SM-PRSPROG-insult  RECIP 
  ‘The young men are insulting one another.’ 
 
85c. Búplú ɩd́ɔ ̄kɔ ́blɔ ̌ɔh́áglɔ. 
  búbúbúbú----plúplúplúplú        kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           ɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔh́áglháglháglháglɔɔɔɔ     
  1PL-wash CM-thing GIVE 1PL.IND RECIP 
  ‘We washed for one another.’   
 
85d. *Búplú ɩd́ɔ ̄kɔ ́blɔ ̌áglɔ. 
  búbúbúbú----plú plú plú plú     kkkkɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ ́ɩ-́---ddddɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ̄ɔ ̄       kkkkɔ́ɔ́ɔ́ɔ ́       blblblblɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ̌ɔ ̌           ágláglágláglɔɔɔɔ     
  1PL-wash CM-thing GIVE 1PL.IND RECIP 
  ‘We washed for one another.’ 

    



  

 


