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2  PHONOLOGY

This chapter covers the phonology of Tafi. Section 2.1 looks at the syllable
structures of the language. Sections 2.2 and 2.3 present the inventory of the
consonant and vowel phonemes of Tafi. The tone system of the language and
phonological processes are discussed in sections 2.4 and 2.5 respectively.
Loanwords are examined in section 2.6 followed by Tafi orthography in section
2.7.

2.1 Syllable structure

In Tafi, the syllable is a tone bearing unit and it may be made up of an onset and a
peak; a peak; or a peak and a coda. The onset includes any consonant that precedes
the peak. The peak which always carries a tone consists of a vowel or a syllabic
nasal and it is the most sonorous element in the syllable and it is also the one
required component of the syllable. Thus, the smallest syllabic unit in the language
consists of a vowel or a syllabic nasal. The coda is made up of a consonant. There
is a strong preference for open syllables except for two grammatical contexts —
pronouns and numerals — where some closed syllables occur as in (1b). The
syllable comprising a peak and a coda occurs as a result of (historical) loss of the
second vowel in a (C)VCV sequence. The possible syllable types in the language
are as follows’:

la. V/N
Ib. VC
le. CV
1d. CVvV

le. CCV ie, CL/IGV

2.1.1 The V/N syllable

The V syllable can occur in any position in a word. Syllables consisting of only a
vowel element are most often pronouns or prefixes of the stem of a word. The
examples in (2) are prefixes of nouns. In the examples given in this section, the
syllable boundaries are marked by a dot (.).

2. i/ i.si.si ‘pestle (pl)’ n Lga.bd  ‘navel (pl)’
ivu.td ‘roof (pl)’ tmu.nd  ‘cloud (ply

° Casali (2005) identifies a CVN syllable type but I treat such structures as consisting of two
syllables where the N is syllabic in all the cases. The N always bears a tone. Sometimes, the
tone is different from the surrounding ones.
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idzyi  ‘heart (pl)’ 1kpi “life’
ikuku  ‘elbow (pl)’ tsri ‘leg (pl)’
le/  ekusi  ‘chief /a/  &nyl ‘man’
eleté  ‘owner’ aytst  ‘sand’
e.ts ‘bee’ a.ga ‘animal’
éku ‘yam (pl)’ anG.vd ‘child’

The 1SG, 2SG and 3SG subject pronouns are also examples of a V syllable, all the
plural subject pronouns have an initial consonant. The following are examples:

3. it ‘I pound’
k5 ‘I give’
6.bu ‘you remove’
LAY ‘you go’
é.yu ‘s/he weaves’
a.do ‘s/he says’

Nasals can also form syllables by themselves. In Tafi, all the nasals except /ny/
occur as syllabic consonants. The N syllables occur in word-medial or word-final
positions in nouns. Whenever they occur in word-medial position, they are
homorganic with the following consonant which belongs to the next syllable. The
examples in (4) illustrate this point.

4, /m/  kam.pé ‘a pair of scissors’ (CV.N.CV)
ké-m.pi.e.si ‘armpit’ (CV.N.CV.V.CV)
/m/  bG.Wwi.n.do ‘shoulder’ (CV.CV.N.CV)
/y/  ti.g.gba ‘a type of antelope’ (CV.N.CV)
ké.g ‘very much’ (CV.N)

Moreover, there are instances where we have /n/ and /m/ occurring as syllabic
consonants in word-final position. This is due to the deletion of the vowel that
occurs after them during speech. For instance, when the definiteness article nf ‘the’
occurs after a noun, most often, speakers tend to delete its final vowel (see also
section 2.5.2). This also happens with the first person object pronoun mi ‘me’.
When these final vowels are deleted, their tones remain and they are shifted
leftwards onto the nasals. The examples in (5) are illustrative of this point.

5a.  anyi.h ‘the man’ (V.CV.N)
a.dz.f ‘the woman’ (V.CV.N)
o.si.A ‘the tree’ (V.CV.N)
ki.ka.n ‘the yam’ (CV.CV.N)

kukpa.n ‘the fish’ (CV.CV.N)
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5b.  st.mooh ‘greet me’ (CV.CV.N)
k3. ‘give me’ (CV.N)
pli.nd.im ‘help me’ (CV.CV.N)

2.1.2 The VC syllable

The VC syllable in Tafi comprises a vowel (peak) and a consonant (coda) which
occurs as a result of the deletion of the vowel of the second syllable in numerals,
i.e., the multiples of ten except for the word for thirty afaatd and fifty afeiti, or
when the final vowel of bali{ ‘3PL.IND’ occurs as the final word in a clause. As
object pronoun, its initial consonant is also elided yielding al a VC syllable. Thus,
/f/ and /I/ are the only consonants that occur as the coda. The following are
examples:

6a. aftali “forty’
ifte.géné  “‘seventy’
af.ta.sOT ‘eighty’

afte.zhitd  ‘ninety’

6b.  Esiats ’éd5 kb *al’.
Esi 45 ki-d5 k5  bali
Esi  SM-cook CM-thing DAT 3PL
‘Esi cooked for them.’

2.1.3 The CV syllable

CV syllables are the most common. Most of the monosyllabic words have CV
syllables and there are no restrictions on the occurrence of such a syllable in
polysyllabic words. Examples are:

7. wo ‘play’ (CV)
tsd ‘dig’ (CV)
di ‘look’ (CV)
2.k3 ‘place’ (V.CV)
bé.ke “finish’ (CV.CV)
a.ng.vd ‘child’ (V.CV.CV)
bu.tu.ti ‘saliva’ (CV.CV.CV)

bé.gu.gu.do ‘mad people’ (CV.CV.CV.CV)

2.1.4 The CVV syllable

The CVV syllable is made up of a consonant and a long vowel. This syllable type
is found only in loanwords or in ideophones and they can occur in word-initial,
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word-medial and word final positions. Examples of words with the CVV syllable
type include:

8. ge.lee ‘much’ (CV.CVV)
pé.téé ‘all’ (CV.CVV)
nyéa ‘each, every, any’ (CVV)
fad.n3 ‘too much’ (CVV.CV)
ri.dji.di ‘continuously’ (CV.CVV.CY)

2.1.5 The CCV syllable

The CCV syllable comprises a consonant cluster and a peak. The consonant cluster
consists of two consonants, the second of which is either a liquid [1] or [r] yielding
a CLV subtype as shown in (9); or a glide /w/ or /y/ yielding a CGV subtype as
illustrated in (10). This syllable type can occur in any position in a stem. It is
significant to note that most often, when a consonant is followed by a [+ high]
front vowel in a vowel sequence, this vowel is analysed as /y/ and thus it forms a
cluster with the consonant onset. Likewise when a consonant is followed by any of
the back vowels in a vowel sequence, it is analysed as /w/ which occurs as the
second consonant in a consonant cluster.

9. gbu.gbla ‘big, huge’ (CV.CLV)
ke kpli.m ‘palm (of hand)’ (CV.CLV.N)
kla ‘count, read’ (CLV)
tré ‘spin (thread) (CLV)
10. bula /bwia/ ‘pay’ (CGV.V)
tiata'’ Itya.td/ ‘three’ (CGV.CV)
obha /2.bhya/ “friend’ (V.CGV)
kampiesi /ka.m.pye.si/ ‘armpit’ (CV.N.CGV.CV)

In the phonological system, [1] and [r] are in complementary distribution when they
occur as the second C in a CCV syllable. [1] occurs after consonants that are labial,
labio-dental, velar and labial velar. These can be characterized as [-coronal]. [r]
occurs after alveolar and palatal consonants. One exception to this is the word fridy
‘white’. Some loanwords and ideophones also deviate from this general pattern.
Thus, we find [r] after labials and velars as in priadii‘fly’ and obrahini'' ‘sugar-
cane’. The allophony and distribution of [1] and [r] in Tafi can also be found in
neighbouring Ewe and Logba (Dorvlo 2008).

1% This is the form the numeral ‘two’ takes when it modifies a noun from the ba(a)- class.
'Some speakers also call the sugarcane obrazhint.
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2.2 Consonants

The consonant sounds in Tafi are shown in Table 2.1 below. The consonants in the
chart are described in terms of:

¢ Place of articulation
¢ Manner of articulation and
¢ Phonation

The eight (8) different places of articulation, which are arranged from left to right
are bilabial, labio-dental, alveolar, post-alveolar, palatal, velar, labio-velar and
glottal. The manners of articulation are arranged vertically on the chart. With
regard to manner of articulation, consonants may be described as stops, fricatives,
affricates, nasals, liquids and glides. Pertaining to phonation which is the voice
feature, the sounds which occur on the left are voiceless and their voiced
counterparts are on the right. On the second line in the rows, we have either
aspirated, labialised or nasalised sounds. Phonetically /y/ represents the palatal
approximant [j].

Table 2.1 The Tafi Consonant Chart
[=%

5y = > S = = . ®)
S [E5 2 [FE| £ | £ |28 ¢
s |Eg | 8 o " 5 5 = E
s 7 3 5 B =N
p b t d q k g |kpgb |[?
Stops b
Fricatives | ¢ f vis z I 3 1x h A
fw XW hw
Affricates ts dz tf dz
tfw
Nasals m n n I
gw
.. Lr
Liquids
Glides y w
w

The representation of some of the sounds in the table deserves to be commented
on:

In the table, the representation of the sounds is in IPA symbols. The following IPA
representations /b, /§/, /f/, /3/, f/, /fw/, /&/, /f/, and /p/ are orthographically
represented as ‘bh’, ‘f’, ‘sh’, ‘zh’, ‘tsy’, ‘tsyw’, ‘dzy’, ‘h’, and ‘ny’ respectively and
these are the symbols used throughout this work.
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As will become evident in the following discussion, some of the sounds
represented in the table are allophones of one another. [r] is in complementary
distribution with [1] in the second position in the syllable. [h] and [f] are in free
variation. Similarly, [gw] and [W] are in free variation occurring only before
nasalised sounds and are both in complementary distribution with [w]. [§] is a loan
phoneme.

/fl is a voiceless labial fricative which has no voiced counterpart. This sound got
introduced into the language as a result of borrowing from Ewe. /f/ occurs
intervocalically. In my database, /f/ only occurs in two words as shown in example
(11a).

1la. /f/ afu ‘sea’

Abuifé'” ‘the name of one of the Tafi communities’

[A] is a voiced glottal fricative. It seems that it is in free variation with [h] even in
the speech of the same speaker. In this work, the two sounds are not
orthographically distinguistished and are represented as ‘h’. Examples of words in
which [fi] occurs include:

11b. /6/  [o-fiwi] ~ [o-hui] ‘rope’
[ka-Aukps] ~ [ka-hukp5] ‘hand’
[kiw3hii] ~  [kiw5hii] ‘eye’
[fu] ~ [hu] ‘strike, hit’

A number of words in my database contain the sound [W]. The sound [W] is a
nasalised labial velar glide which occurs immediately before nasalised vowels. In
this respect, [W] and [w] are in complementary distribution. Depending on the
speaker, this sound oscillates between [W] and the labialised velar nasal [gw]."
Examples of words with [W] include:

12. [W] 3-Wdmi ‘thread’
buwi ‘in vain’
W ‘appear’
ki-w3 ‘a strip (of cloth)’

12 See footnote 1 under Chapter 1.
13 Words that are pronounced by speakers with either of these consonants are represented as
such in this thesis.
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2.2.1 Stops

All the stops in Tafi occur in pairs differentiated by voice. /bh/ and /d/ however do
not have voiceless counterparts.

The voiceless bilabial stop /p/ mainly occurs in word-initial position in verbs,
conjunctions and ideophones. It also occurs in word-medial position. With regard
to nouns, it occurs in stem-initial position and intervocalically. Moreover, it occurs
in word-initial position of some few nouns which are loanwords. This is
exemplified below:

13.  /p/  pradu “fly (v)’ bu-pa ‘house’
po ‘wait (for)’ a-put) ‘mud’
pi ‘(be) good’ o-pupi ‘door’
po ‘but’ ke-plukpd  ‘book’
pritt ‘plate’ (loanword) ki-p3 ‘wound, sore’

put  [pwi] ‘roast’

The voiced bilabial stop /b/ can occur in word initial position and intervocalically.
In nouns, it occurs as the initial consonant of some noun class prefixes. Below are
some examples:

14. /Mb/  ba ‘come’ ba-pa ‘houses’
bisi ‘ask’ bu-1i ‘oil palm’
balt ‘spill® be-blidzya ‘snakes’
bi ‘remove’ o-brazhini ‘sugar-cane’
bubs ‘bend down’ ki-bui [kibwi] ‘case, matter’
glebe ‘roll’

In any consonant clusters in which /p/ or /b/ occurs as the first consonant, the
following consonant is [1] or [r] or [w] as illustrated by some of the examples in
(13) and (14) above.

/bY/ is an aspirated voiced bilabial stop. This sound has no voiceless counterpart in
the language. The following are examples with this sound:

15. /Y kébha  ‘top, on’ o-bhoshi ‘sheep’
bhtt ‘do, make’ 1-bha ‘two’
sGbha ‘rain’ bu-bh ‘hunger’
bhuli ‘small’ bhui ‘cut’

Mt/ and /d/ are voiceless and voiced alveolar stops respectively. They occur in word
initial position or intervocalically. The following examples illustrate them:

16. 1t/ ta ‘throw’ bu-t5 ‘ear, potash’
ta ‘pound’ ti-si ‘earth (soil)’
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trd ‘spin, twist’ é-fleté ‘leopard’

ti-ka ‘hair, fur’ bu-ti ‘mountain’
17./d/  dumi ‘like’ 4-da ‘sister’

di ‘look’ ki-dri ‘wall’

dant ‘open’ o-di ‘line’

d ‘sell’ ke-de ‘back’

/q/ is a voiced post-alveolar retroflex stop which occurs in stem initial position or
intervocalically. This is exemplified in (18) below:

18./d/  ka-do ‘speech’ prudo “fly’
o-diitsi  ‘stew’ do ‘say’
o-da ‘iron, metal’ fndf ‘white’

/k/ and /g/ are velar stops. Both sounds have a wide distribution in the sense that
they can occur stem-initially, and also before /I/. /k/ also occurs at the beginning of
certain singular noun prefixes in the language. There is an instance where /k/
occurs before [r] in the word /akro/ ‘boat’ which is borrowed from Ewe even
though the Baagbo also use the expression keniabha opipid ‘boat, canoe’ which is a
direct translation of the Ewe expression ‘todzivd’ which literally means ‘river-top
vehicle’. The following examples illustrate the consonants /k/ and /g/ in different
positions in a word:

19./k/  ki-poti ‘cloth’ ke-sisi ‘mortar’
ka-wi ‘axe’ ki-ntk{ ‘tongue’
o-k$ ‘place’ ki-ku ‘yam’

20./g/  bui-glebe ‘wing’ géné ‘seven’
gigant ‘strong, hard’ g5 ‘remain’
agls ‘each other’ bi-gt ‘custom’

/kp/ and /gb/ are double articulated labial-velar stops. They have a wide
distribution. They can occur before and after any vowel and before /I/ in a cluster
as shown in the following examples:

21./kp/  kpt ‘wear’ ke-plukpa ‘book’
e-kpi ‘corpse’ ki-kpl{ “fist’
ke-tukpg “hill? ke-sukpogunii  ‘tree stump’

22./gb/  ghigbla ‘big’ gba ‘sweep’
ki-sigbé ‘ring’ ke-gbu ‘stool’

gbe ‘refuse (v)’ (loanword) gbokoé ‘toad’
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There is a glottal stop /2/ in Tafi which is used to mark negative utterances (see
Chapter 7, section 7.3.5 for further details). It is considered as a prosodic clause
marker and not a contrastive systemic sound in the language. It is included here for
the sake of completeness.

222 Fricatives

The voiceless labio-dental fricative /f/ and its voiced counterpart /v/ occur in stem-
initial and medial positions as well as intervocalically. In consonant clusters, /f/
occurs as the first consonant before [1] and [r] while /v/ only occurs before /I/.
These sounds are illustrated in the examples below:

23. /1 fla ‘pass (by)’ ki-f5 ‘ten’
fatt ‘carve’ é-fleté ‘leopard’
ki-fa ‘light, fire’ fndf ‘white’
24. N/ W ‘go’ vu ‘catch’
vuno ‘hold’ bi-vi ‘building’
ka-vl3 ‘towel’ vub3 ‘bury’

/s/ and /z/ are voiceless and voiced alveolar fricatives respectively. They occur in
stem-initial and medial positions. They also occur intervocalically. /s/ and /z/ occur
in clusters of /st/ and /zr/. The former only occurs in loanwords such as asrd
‘tobacco’ and sra ‘visit, smear (pomade)’. The latter occurs as a result of syncope
in words like zurti which is pronounced in rapid speech as zrli. These sounds are
exemplified in (25) and (26) below.

25./s/  ke-si ‘beneath’ a-sra ‘tobacco’
saprada ‘onion’ ka-sala ‘tortoise’
kpést ‘learn’ a-yis3 ‘young man’

26./z/ zi ‘(be) bad, spoilt’ e-zi ‘thief’
za ‘dwell, stay, sit’ o-lizats ‘dawn’
zuri ‘steal’ ki-zo ‘housefly’

The palatal fricatives /f/ and /3/ occur stem-initially or intervocalically. /f/ sounds
like the initial sound of the English word ‘shoe’ and the /3/ sounds like the /s/ in
the English word ‘leisure’. In this work, /f/ is represented by ‘sh’ and /3/ is
represented by ‘zh’. Here are some examples:

27./f/ (sh)  i-shd ‘body’ she ‘grow’

ki-shi ‘stick’ shi ‘leave’
a-shi ‘horns’ shiuki ‘shake’
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28./3/ (zh)  zhitd ‘nine’ ka-zhug ‘bird’
zha ‘sing’ bu-zho ‘cheek’
zhi ‘descend’ ki-zhué ‘whistle, flute’

/x/ and /h/ are velar and glottal fricatives respectively. Both sounds are voiceless
and they occur in word-initial and medial positions as illustrated in (29) and (30).

29./x/  kpakpaxé ‘duck’ X0go ‘gather’
xixa ‘choke’ ki-bhluxoé  ‘spoon, laddle’
xtn ‘as for’ xatsa ‘bend’
30./h/  he ‘pull, drag’ o-hui ‘rope’
huno ‘touch’ d-hg ‘pig’
t-h& ‘knife’ bi-hihe ‘sweat’
ho ‘grind’ ki-hali ‘throat’
2.2.3 Affricates

Affricates which occur in the language are /ts/, /dz/, /tf/ and /d3/. /ts/ and /dz/ are
voiceless and voiced alveolar affricates respectively and /tf/ and /d3/ are voiceless
and voiced palatal affricates respectively. The palatal /tf/ and /d3/ are represented
orthographically by ‘tsy’ and ‘dzy’ respectively. These sounds can occur either in
stem-initial position or intervocalically. Here are some examples of words in which
they occur:

31.4s/  ki-tsikpi ‘pot’ ki-tsa ‘needle’
tsi ‘dig’ tsi ‘die’
tsokd ‘enter’ o-tsti ‘leg’
32./dz  dndzi ‘red’ ki-dze ‘egg’
dzi ‘sit’ ki-dzo ‘road’
dzd ‘erect, plant’ ka-tabuladzd ‘scorpion’
33./tsy/ tsyina ‘turn’ tsysm?d ‘(be) rotten’
tsyan3 ‘meet’ ki-tsyin{ ‘louse’
tsytirii ‘wipe (off)’ ka-fitsy6tsy6é ‘bladder’
34./dzy/ é-dzyui ‘mouse’ dzyini ‘break’
é-blidzya ‘snake’ dzys ‘straighten’
dzyost ‘blood’ é-dzya ‘brother’
224 Nasals

The nasals in the language are /m/, /n/, /y/ and /p/. /m/ and /n/ have a wide
distribution. They occur as the initial consonants of words or stems, in medial
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position or intervocalically. In my database, they occur with all the vowels. /m/ and
/n/ also occur in final position in some few words as shown in (35) and (36)
respectively. /i/ and // occur in initial, medial, and intervocalic position of a word
or stem as in (37) and (38). /1/ occurs in the final position of the loanword kéf
‘very much’ and some ideophones such as kpépkpén and tsirénkés. /n/ does not
occur word finally.

35/ m/ mj ‘suck breast’ ki-pluimeké ‘dove’
ki-m5 ‘breast’ ka-pamt ‘matchet’
mund ‘swallow’ o-tumi ‘darkness’
mini ‘taste’ ke-kplim ‘palm (of hand)’
36./n/  némi ‘bite’ tsyina ‘turn round’
o-nugbu ‘mouth’ ke-ni ‘river’
a-nGvd ‘child’ 0-bo6ni ‘today’
37./p/ (ny) nyina ‘hold’ nya ‘tie’
ki-nyf ‘name’ o-ny?d ‘smoke’
o-ny{ “firewood’ bu-nya ‘sickness’
e-nye ‘male’ nyOnd (aga) ‘rear (animal)’
38.y/ na ‘eat’ kon ‘very much’
ki-dogind ‘food’ kwga ‘right (side)’
gbéngbé ‘praying mantis’ gwi ‘drink’

Apart from /p/ all the other nasals occur in a sequence of homorganic nasals plus
an obstruent and they are homorganic with the consonant that occurs after them.
Consider the following examples:

39.  ka-mpiesi ‘armpit’
tifgba ‘antelop’

ka-fitsyotsy6é  ‘bladder’

There are certain nouns whose roots begin with the syllable yi.'* In rapid speech,
these syllables get deleted and are replaced by /n/ which is homorganic with the
following consonant. The following examples are illustrative of this point:

40.k4-yits8 — ké-its€  ‘calabash’ a-yist — a-fist ‘sand’
4-yidzn — é4ddzn  ‘mother-in-law’ o-yitsi — o-dtsi ‘hawk’
kiyits — kit ‘nose’ a-yisd — a-isd ‘young man’

14 A similar process happens in the plural noun aw3hii ‘eyes’ where the initial syllable of the
root w3 is elided and the nasalisation docks on the prefix yielding ahii. No further instances
of this process have been encountered.
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2.2.5 Liquids

/l/ is an alveolar lateral and it has a wide distribution. It occurs in word-initial
position and between vowels. It occurs with all the vowels in the language. /1/ also
occurs in consonant clusters as the second consonant after non-coronal consonants.
In addition, it occurs syllable-finally in expressions like al ‘3SG.IND’ (see § 2.1.2).
The examples below illustrate the distribution of /1/:

41./1/ la ‘lose (something)’ bu-lu ‘wine, beer’
bule ‘take off (cloth)’ ka-vl3 ‘towel’
ke-kplim ‘palm (of hand)’ bi-glebé ‘wing’
0-blo ‘anger’ ki-bhluxoé  ‘spoon, ladle’

[r] is a voiced alveolar trill. It is an allophone of /l/. They are in complementary
distribution when they occur as the second C in CC sequences. /I/ occurs after [-
coronal] sounds whereas [r] occurs after alveolar and palatal consonants. Some
loanwords and ideophones do not conform to this pattern. The only occurrence of
[r] in word-initial position in my data is in the ideophone ridjidiidi ‘continuously,
for a long time’. [r] occurs word internally. In intervocalic or syllable-initial
position, it occurs with the vowels /i/, 1/, /a/ or /W/. During fast speech, one is
likely to hear some speakers say, for example, ririiriiri instead of ridjidiidi
‘continuously, for a long time’ or aro st... in place of adp si... “s/he said that...”. It
appears that in this intervocalic position, [r] is historically /d/. Thus in this
environment, [d] and [r] are free alternants. For example,

42.[r] zurd ‘steal’ ti-rd ‘sleep’
tsir{ ‘be.on’ o-drekekpi  ‘corner’
trdé ‘spin (thread)’ o-tsri ‘foot’
fndi ‘white’ o-brahum ‘sugar-cane’
trd ‘plan (v)’ ka-tsrukps  ‘foot’

2.2.6 Glides

/yl is a palatal glide and it occurs with all the nine vowels in the language in stem
or syllable-initial position as well as intervocalically. This is exemplified below:

43.lyl  yéke ‘swell’ y& ‘split, break’
é-yakpa ‘bush’ yi kil
yofoeyi ‘a white man’ yik3 ‘take’
yi ‘weave (cloth)’ yoOy) ‘damp, cool’

/wl is a labial-velar glide. It occurs in stem-initial position and intervocalically as
illustrated in (44).

44. lw/  wilt “fall’ t-wa ‘grass’
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welé ‘moon, month’ ki-wi ‘day’
wuli ‘bathe’ ti-wulé  ‘guts, intestines’

/y/ and /w/ also occur as second consonants in CC clusters (see § 2.1.5).

It is important to note that Tafi has some labialised sounds which occur in the
environment of unrounded vowels: /fw/ is a labialised voiceless labio-dental
fricative; /tsyw/ is a labialised voiceless palatal affricate; /xw/ is a labialised
voiceless velar fricative; [gw] is a labialised velar nasal and /hw/ is a labialised
voiced glottal fricative. Each of these sounds is illustrated below.

45.  /fw/ fwg ‘breathe’
ofufwé ‘spirit’
tfw/ (tsyw) tsywi ‘tear (v)’
otsywi ‘clitoris’
/xw/ kixwt ‘work (n)’
Xwi ‘satisfy’
46.  /hw/ sahwi ‘spider’
hwa ‘move’
[pw] onwa ‘side (of body)’
gwi ‘drink’
23 Vowels

Vowels are sounds produced without obstruction or audible friction in the vocal
tract. Tafi has a nine (9) oral vowel system as presented in Table 2.2 below. These
vowels are divided into two (2) sets based on the position of the tongue root. That
is, the tongue root can either be advanced, [+ ATR], in which case, it is pushed
forward or unadvanced, [-ATR], that is, it is retracted. Thus, as shown in Table 2.2
below, the vowels / i, €, 0, u / are [+ ATR] while /1, €, 9, u / are [-ATR]. In Tafi,
the [ATR] value of the (initial) vowel of the noun or verb stem determines the
[ATR] value of the vowel of the prefix. A stem-initial /a/ vowel triggers a -ATR
prefix vowel however a prefix with an /a/ vowel can occur with a = ATR vowel
(see examples (65) — (67) under § 2.3.1). This co-occurrence restriction on vowels
in words which is referred to as vowel harmony is discussed in detail in §2.3.1.

Table 2.2 Tafi Vowel Phonemes

Front Central Back

[+ATR] | [-ATR] [+ATR] | [-ATR]
High i ! u U
Mid e € 0
Low a




28 Chapter 2

The vowels are described and exemplified below.
/i/ is an advanced high front unrounded vowel. Examples are:

47.  e-tsi ‘bee’ i-ni ‘soups’
[3 b

i-1 ‘necks’ ki-wi sun
M is an unadvanced high front unrounded vowel. Examples are:

48.  ka-wi ‘axe’ fatt ‘peel’
o-nyi ‘firewood’ p ‘want’

/e/ is an advanced mid front unrounded vowel. The following are examples:

49.  she ‘grow’ é-ku ‘yams’
e-1é ‘teeth’ e-kpi ‘corpse’

/¢/ is an unadvanced mid front unrounded vowel. Examples are:

50.  gugoé ‘last’® ki-1g ‘wind’
yE ‘break’ ki-shoé  ‘small basket’

/a/ is a low central unrounded vowel. This vowel is illustrated in (51):

51. kéa-pa ‘hoe’ a-da ‘sister’
o-da ‘metal’ a-ka “father’

/a/ is an unadvanced mid back rounded vowel. Examples are:

)

52. otom{  ‘beard’ do ‘say
o-gob5  ‘navel’ t5 ‘cook’

/o/ is an advanced mid back rounded vowel. The examples in (53) illustrate this
vowel:

53.  o-ni ‘soup’ X0go ‘gather’
o-1i ‘neck’ 0-bld ‘anger’

/u/ is an unadvanced high back rounded vowel. Examples are:

54.  bu-ts ‘ear, potash’ ti-wulg ‘guts, intestines’
bu-wa ‘medicine’ bG-shGshd ~ ‘urine’

N/ is an advanced high back rounded vowel. Examples are:
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55.  dzyosi  ‘blood’ bi ‘remove’
tsi ‘dig’ o-kuku ‘elbow’

The examples in (56) illustrate some near minimal pairs:

56. SOUND MINIMAL PAIRS
a. i/t yi kill” yi ‘3SG.IND’
b. 1/e t-nyi ‘firewood’ e-nyi ‘names’
c. u/i tsd ‘dig’ tsi ‘die’
d u/a bu-ya ‘farm’ ba-ya ‘farms’
e. alu ta ‘shoot’ ta ‘pound’
f. t/u i ‘go’ vu ‘catch’
g o/i s ‘hoe (v)’ si ‘run’
h. a/» mi ‘divide’ mj ‘suck breast’
i. o/i o-li ‘neck’ i-li ‘necks’

29

All these vowels except /o/ have counterparts which are inherently nasalised. They
do not necessarily have the nasalised feature because they occur in the vicinity of
nasal consonants. So far, only one instance of /& has been found. The nasal vowels

are illustrated in Table 2.3 and exemplified in (57).

Table 2.3. Tafi nasal vowels

Front Central | Back

+ATR] | [-ATR] [+ATR]

—

-ATR]

[
High 1
&

i
Mid £

Low a

3
o

gbii ‘heavy’; kpi ‘plenty’

té ‘slash’
o-sh€ ‘branch’; ka-hl3€ ‘deer’; ok3€ ‘soap’
ta ‘chew; burn (intr.)’; ka-sala ‘tortoise’; kpa ‘fade’

z

nawd ‘hasten’; f5 ‘defecate’; s3 ‘be equal’; ki-s5 ‘maggot’

I O N I
o Cr Ot M =

Wwiise ‘repair’; xiifi ‘as for’; kimd ‘cover’; liiku ‘smell’

gwi ‘drink’; a-y1s3 ‘a young man’; d-yist ‘sand’; tsywi ‘tear’

Won5 ‘you (pl.)’; ki-WGwi star’; ka-WGWi ‘broom’; ti-wi13 “rubbish

In the next section, I discuss vowel harmony which is important in accounting for

the different types of prefixes that occur with stems of nouns or verbs.
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23.1 Vowel harmony

Vowel harmony in a language can be stem-controlled in the sense that the initial
vowel of the stem triggers harmony to its left (Clements 2000). The vowel
harmony system of Tafi is stem-controlled and the ATR value of the initial root
vowel spreads to the prefixes of a word and in line with this it is possible to find
polysyllabic words whose vowels do not belong to the same set. Thus, the stem of
words always remains the same but the prefix may have varied forms. Vowels in
prefixes have two forms depending on the [ATR] value of the initial vowel of the
stem. As already stated, vowels in Tafi are divided into two harmonising sets
(£ ATR) as shown in Table 2.2 above such that if the initial vowel in the stem is a
[+ ATR] vowel, then one of the following vowels will be chosen as the prefix
vowel: /i/, /e/, /o/, or /w/. On the other hand, if it is [-ATR], then the vowel in the
prefix will either be /v/, /¢/, /o/ or /u/. Hence, the vowel harmony system accounts
for the alternate prefixes in (58a) and (58b), (59a) and (59b), (60a) and (60b), (61a)
and (61b), and (62a) and (62b).

58a. é-nyi ‘man’

58b. e-pi ‘mosquito’
59a. ki-niki ‘tongue’
59b. ki-1¢ ‘tooth’
60a. ka-hloé ‘deer’

60b. ke-sisi ‘mortar’
61la. o-tomi ‘beard’
61b. o-kuku ‘elbow’
62a. bu-tsé ‘monkeys’
62b. bu-pa ‘hoes’

As shown in the vowel chart in Table 2.2, it is obvious that, unlike the other
vowels, /a/ occurs with vowels from either set. Its occurrence with +ATR stem
vowels is illustrated by the examples in (63). (63d) and (63f) are loanwords from
Ewe. (64a) exemplifies the vowel /a/ occurring with -ATR stem vowels.

63a. ka-kudzogé ‘dog’

63b. ka-thpiesi  ‘armpit’
63c. a-gudii ‘bear’

63d. a-bhlend¢  ‘pineapple’
63e. a-zi ‘groundnut’

63f. a-hosi ‘widow’
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The vowel /a/ behaves asymmetrically with regard to vowel harmony. Whereas /a/
may precede vowels from either set as shown by the examples in (63) above and
(64a) below, it selects only [-ATR] prefixes when it is the (initial) root vowel in
the stem as shown in (64b).

64a. é-nyl ‘man’ 64b. bu-pé ‘house’
ka-hlo§ ‘antelope’ o-zak3 ‘shelter’
a-nGvd ‘child’ ki-kpi ‘knot’
a-bj ‘termite’ -t ‘three’

The behaviour of /a/ as shown in the examples above is characteristic of many
other vowel harmony systems including Akan (Clements 1981, Dolphyne, 1988).
In Tafi, nouns with an /a/ prefix vowel and noun stems with a [-ATR] initial vowel
are as common as those with a prefix vowel which is [-ATR] and /a/ occurring as
the initial vowel of the noun stem as illustrated in (64a) and (64b) respectively.
Nouns which have a [+ ATR] stem-initial vowel with /a/ as the prefix vowel are
very few, and include loanwords as shown in (63).

The distribution of /a/ in nominal prefixes as well as root-initial syllables in nouns
in Tafi is summed up in (65) — (68): In (65), we have a (C)V prefix with /a/ as the
prefix vowel and a root-initial CV-syllable with a -ATR vowel. In (66), the vowel
of the root-initial (C)V-syllable is [ + ATR] and the prefix vowel is /a/. In (67), the
prefix vowel is [-ATR] in value while the initial vowel of the root is /a/. Finally, as
shown in (68), Tafi does not have nouns whose prefix vowel is [ + ATR] with the
initial vowel of the root being /a/. It should be noted that in nominal prefixes,
subject pronouns and agreement markers, /a/ alternates with /e/ as its +ATR
counterpart (see Chapter 3).

65.  (C)a-CV 66. (C)a-CV,a1r
d-ka “father’ a-gudi ‘bear’
ka-tsrukps  ‘foot’ ka-kudzogé ‘dog’
ka-gbs ‘squirrel’ a-feiti “fifty’

67. (C)V_r-Ca 68.  *(C)V, mr-Ca
o-ma ‘town’
bu-pa ‘house’

ki-pld ‘buttocks’

Subject pronouns also harmonise with the initial vowel of the verb stem. The
examples in (69) illustrate this. The vowel in the verb td ‘pound’ is [ + ATR] while
that of t§ ‘cook’ is [-ATR] so the vowel of the subject pronoun they take is
[+ ATR] and [-ATR] respectively.

69a. i ‘pound’ 69b. t8 ‘cook’
Sing. 1 i-t4 Sing. 1 {5
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2 6-t4 2 55
3 é-ti 3 ats
Plural 1 bd-td Plural 1 b6-t5
2 no-td 2 no-th
3 bé-ti 3 ba-th

When the initial vowel in the verb stem is any of the following [+ ATR] vowels /i,
e, 0, or W, the vowel of the pronoun is realised as a [ + ATR] vowel as in (69a) and
when the initial vowel of the verb stem is [-ATR], i.e., /1, €, a, 9, or u/, the vowel of
the pronoun is realised as [-ATR] as in (69b).

The forms of the preverb markers are also determined by the ATR feature of the
initial syllable of the verb root. The sentences in (70) and (71) exemplify variants
of the future marker in Tafi. Moreover, apart from ATR vowel harmony there is
also rounding harmony triggered by the 2™ person pronouns — % ‘2SG’ and no
‘2PL’ which spreads as far as to the last preverb before the verb stem as illustrated
in (71a) and (71b) (see Chapter 7 on preverb markers). Whereas the initial vowels
of noun and verb roots trigger harmony to the left, in the sentences in (71a) and
(71b), the second person singular subject triggers harmony to the right.

70a.  Abat3 ést. 70b.  Ebetdi mankani.
4-ba-t5 a-si. é-be-td mankani.
3SG-FUT-cook CM-rice 3SG-FUT-pound cocoyam
‘S/he will cook rice.’ ‘S/he will pound cocoyam.’

7la.  Obota asi. 71b.  Obot’ 6sifi.
5-bo-td a-si. 6-bo-té o-si ni.
2SG-FUT-eat CM-rice 2SG-FUT-slash CM-tree DEF
‘You will eat rice.’ ‘You will slash the tree.’

2.4 Tone

Tone plays a significant role in Tafi and many other African languages. Ford
observes that “the Central-Togo languages present some of the most complex data
in this area of grammar” (Kropp Dakubu and Ford 1988:128). This observation
was made after he had worked at length on the area of intonation in different
languages belonging to five language families and also after working extensively
on the tone system of Avatime to which he devotes several pages in his thesis
(Ford 1971). The tone system of Tafi presents several complications but only the
essential features of tone are discussed here. The Tafi tone system requires further
investigation.

In connected speech in Tafi, both level and contour tones occur. It has three level
tones: Low (L), Mid (M) and High (H). In addition to the three levels, there are
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gliding tones which are phonetically realised on the peak of one syllable. There are
three falling tones: High-Mid (HM), High-Low (HL) and Mid-Low (ML) and two
rising tones: Low-Mid (LM) and Low-High (LH). The contour tones are marked as
ML, HM etc., indicating their beginning and end points. The notational
conventions used for marking tones are as follows:

H ’ (acute accent)

M - (macron)

L unmarked or ~ on nasals (grave accent)

Rising LM ~ or LH ~ (grave accent and macron (LM)
or hacek (LH))

Falling HM ~ or HL ~ orML"™ (acute accent and macron (HM)
or circumflex (HL) or macron
and grave accent (ML)).

Syllable boundaries are marked by a dot between the two letters used to represent
the tones. For instance, L.H is a Low-High sequence on two separate syllables
while LH represents a Low-High contour on one syllable.

Tone in Tafi functions both lexically and syntactically. Lexically, differences in
tone on a word result in differences in meaning as shown in the examples in (72)
and (73). The examples in (72) are verbs whereas those in (73) are nouns.

72. W ‘pound’ ta ‘beat (a person)’
yi kill? yi ‘resemble
y3 ‘be cold’ yo ‘sharpen (knife)’
bi ‘remove’ bu ‘respect
yiaka ‘(be) full’ yuka  ‘vomit’

73.  ki-lé ‘tooth’ ki-1&  ‘lizard’
ki-m3 ‘breast’ ki-m3 ‘rubber, gum’
ki-fu ‘fear’ ki-fi ‘light’
ki-kpa “fish’ kikpi “knot’

For the syntactic function of tone, see section 2.4.2 for more details.

24.1 Tone patterns in verbs and nouns

The tone patterns found on monosyllabic verb stems can be any of the following:
L, M, H, LH, LM and HM. The examples in (74) are illustrations of these patterns:

74a. Low tone
mo ‘see’ bho ‘beat (drum)’
do ‘say’ ho ‘grind’
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74b.

74c.

74d.

74e.

74f£.

ge
sho

Mid tone
b3

fu

it

shi

High tone
na
dé
ki
tsi

Chapter 2

‘row, drive’
‘stab’

‘crow’
‘blow (of wind)’
‘enlarge, widen’
‘leave’

‘be perfect’
‘come from’
‘arrive’

dig’

Low-high Tone

fla
sra
tro

Low-Mid
nu
ba

High-Mid tone
n ‘want, desire, look for’

p
fi
fi

kpla

‘overtake, pass (by)’
‘smear (pomade)’
‘spin (thread), twist’

‘hear (in the present)’
‘come (in the present)’

‘push’
‘throw’

‘mark out (ground)’

gba
dzi

‘sweep’
(3 buy b

‘extinguish’
‘hit’

‘hide’
‘climb’

‘remove’

‘wring  clothes’
‘die’

‘weave’

‘breathe’
‘break, smash’
‘sneeze’

Disyllabic verb stems may carry any of the following tones: L.L, L.M, L.H, M.M,

M.H, and H.M. The following are examples:

75a.

75b.

Low-Low
X0go
vuno
liikku

Low-Mid
bhutt
dant
dzikt
bhisa
yeke

‘gather, accumulate’

‘hold’
‘smell (sth)’

< dOS

‘open’
‘forget’

‘stir’

‘get, receive’
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75c. Low-High

zurd ‘steal’
tsokd ‘enter’
wanya ‘sprinkle’
tukd ‘carry’
75d. Mid-Mid
shuka ‘shake’
wild ‘blow with mouth’
balt ‘spill (liquid)’
yuki ‘vomit (v)’
prudo “fly’
tsyura ‘wipe off (excreta)’
75e. High-Mid
béka ‘remember’
bisi ‘ask’
dzyini ‘break’
dzyin3 ‘marry (a man)’
fatt ‘carve, peel’

There are two disyllabic verbs, WI3mi'> ‘write’ and xatsd ‘bend’, whose tone
patterns are HL.M and H.H respectively. xdtsa ‘bend’ is a loanword from Ewe.

Tafi has very few trisyllabic verbs. So far, the trisyllabic verb stems that I have
come across include:

76.  shmdidt ‘be slippery’ (L.L.L)
kpaplin3 ‘lean against’ (L.LH.M)
kpatsn3 ‘chase away’ (L.LH.M)

Shidudr ‘be slippery’ is an ideophone which is used to describe the way a person
slips and falls down. The verbs kpaplind ‘lean against’ and kpatsn3 ‘chase away’
also seem to consist of two morphemes kpa and plin3 and t5n3 respectively. Plin3
means ‘help, add’ and t5n3 means ‘follow’. The meaning of kpa is not yet clear.

Most nouns have prefixes. These prefixes are made up of either V or CV syllables.
Tones on the prefixes of nouns are either High or Low.'® All the three level tones
as well as the contour tones may occur in any position in the noun stem. A noun
stem in Tafi is either monosyllabic or polysyllabic. This is illustrated in examples
in (77) — (79). The examples in (77) illustrate prefix-less nouns, those in (78)

15 Some speakers pronounce the word for ‘write’ as pwldmi.
16 So far, I have come across only one noun a-mi ‘face’ whose prefix carries a HM tone.
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illustrate nouns with V or CV prefixes with monosyllabic stems while the
examples in (79) illustrate nouns with V or CV prefixes with polysyllabic stems. In
(78) and (79), the first letter in the third column indicates the tone on the prefix.

77.  doku
blaft
wolé
sika
deke
Kpéya
tédzyi
kpékpéxe
tufgba
hohlomua
saprada

‘turkey’
‘pawpaw’
‘moon’
‘money’
‘crocodile’
‘God’
‘donkey’
‘duck’
‘antelope’
‘grasshopper’
‘onion’

LL
LM
LLH
LH
MM
HM
HH
HHM
HHH
LLLH
M.HL.LH

Some loanwords are found among this group of nouns.

The tone on monosyllabic noun roots may be a level or a contour tone as illustrated
in the examples below.

78.  o-si
e-kle
o-shé
o-gu
a-nd
a-ka
4-da
ti-pt
ki-1é
ki-ki

‘tree’
‘thatch’
‘branch’
‘root’
‘person’
‘father’
‘sister’
‘excrement’
‘tooth’
‘yam’

LH
LL
LLH
LML
LHM
HM
HH
LM
LH
HM

The following are examples of tonal patterns found on polysyllabic noun stems.

79.  o-bhoshi
o-tsint
e-kusi
a-névd
i-ship{
a-tukpé
a-doytl
é-fufu
ki-buli
o-mumué
ki-kpitsiki

‘sheep’
‘okra’
‘chief’
‘child’
‘skin’
“hill (pl)’
‘weaver’
‘flower’
‘snail’
‘lemon’
‘owl’

LLL
LLM
LLH
LHM
LHH
LLLH
HLM
HMM
HM.H
LLLH
LLHHM
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ki-pssikii “testicle’ H.HHH

o-sumudidi ‘dust’ L.L.HHH

ki-pliimeké ‘pigeon’ H.HHM.H
2.4.2 Tonal Morphemes

The difference between the present progressive and past progressive markers is
indicated by tone. The progressive is formed by copying the vowel of the
morpheme to which it is attached. The progressive morphemes are attached to the
element that immediately precedes it. The present progressive is indicated by a
high tone and the past progressive by a low tone. These tones are linked to the
copied vowel. The sentences in (80) and (81) exemplify the present and past
progressive markers respectively.

80. {-i-ga
i-{-ga
1SG-PRSPROG-walk
‘I am walking.’

81. {1ga
{--ga
1SG-PSTPROG-walk
‘I was walking.’

243 Changes in tone

Tones of words in connected speech may be different from their tones they carry
when they are said in isolation. These tones may be influenced by tones of
preceding or following words. For instance, in NPs with modifiers, a final high
tone on the noun spreads rightwards until the penultimate syllable of a nominal
modifier when this modifier is a numeral or the interrogative quantifier as shown in
(82b) and (83b) respectively. Concerning the numerals, this may not be a global
rule. It works without exception for the spread onto the numeral ‘one’ but for the
plural numbers it appears to be restricted to the ba(a)- and a’- classes (see Table 3.4
for illustration). In (82a) and (83a), there is no high tone spreading because the
final tone of the noun is non-high.

82a. L.L LLH L.L L.LH
a-ga + tedikp6 — a-ga tedikp6 ‘one animal’
82b. H.L.H LLH H.L.H H.HH

é-fleté + tedikp6 — éfleté tédikp6  ‘one leopard’
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83a. L.L.L
baa-ga +

83b. H.L.H
bé-fleté +

Chapter 2
LLM LLM LLM
tiashi — baa-ga  tashi
LLM HLH HHM
tiashi — bé-fleté  tiashi

‘how many animals?’

‘how many leopards?’

Also, when two vowels, i.e., the final and initial vowels of two words following
each other, come together, one of them gets elided and in many cases, it is the first
vowel. If the elided vowel has a high tone it spreads to the following vowel. The
effect is if the following vowel has a [-high] it becomes high and if it is [ +high] it
stays high. The examples in (84) illustrate body-part possession while those in (85)
illustrate two nouns following each other.

84a. H LH
mi{ + oli

84b. H LM
yi + otsri

84c. H LHH

yi + ishapi

85a. L.LH LH
otstni + oni
85b. L.L.H LH

otsini + eyl

H.H

— m’6li ‘my neck’
HM

— y’Stsri ‘his/her/its leg’

H.HH
— y’ishiipi

LLHH

‘okra’ + ‘soup’ — otsin’6ni

L.LHH
‘okra’ + ‘seed’ — otsin’éyf

‘his/her/its skin’

‘okra soup’

‘okra seed’

In pronominal kinship possessive structures, the high-toned final vowel of the
pronominal together with its tone are elided. If the prefix tone of the kinship term
is high, it becomes low. If the prefix tone is low it stays low. The following
examples illustrate this point.

86a. mi + 4ka
86b. y{ + éni
86c. mi +

86d. ball + 4da

‘1SGIND*  +
3SGIND*  +
4dzya ‘1SGIND’ +

3PLIND>  +

‘mother’” — y’eni

‘father> — m’aka

‘brother’” — m’adzya

‘sister’ — bal’add

‘my father’
‘his mother’
‘my brother’

‘their sister’

Contrary to what happens in the examples in (84) in which low tones on the
prefixes of possessed nouns etc. are replaced by high tones of personal pronouns,
in the examples in (86), high tones on the prefixes of kinship nouns are lowered
when they occur after possessive pronouns.
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2.5 Phonological processes

2.5.1 Deletion of consonants

In connected speech, initial consonants of prefixes (/b/ and /k/) or even whole
prefixes are deleted. This is a case of simplification or erosion of noun class
prefixes. Funke (1910) already observed this about Nyagbo-Tafi. This happens
when compound nouns are being formed as illustrated in (87), when nouns occur
after possessive pronouns as in (88), or when they occur in object position as in
(89) and (90).

87.  bé-sheulu'’’ ‘palm wine’ < bé-shé ‘local’ + bu-lu ‘drink’
be-tsuni ‘honey’ < be-tsi ‘bees’ + bu-ni ‘water’
bu-nietsukpd ‘waterpot’ < bu-ni ‘water’ + ke-tsukpd ‘pot’

sukfivya ‘school farm®> < suk@i ‘school’ + bu-ya ‘farm’

88.  m’upa ‘my house’ < m{  ‘ISG.IND’ + bu-pad ‘house’
blo *eshi ‘our stick” < bl3  ‘IPL.IND’ + ki-shi ‘stick’
kal’ugble ‘its kennel’ < kali ‘3SG.IND’ + bu-gble ‘kennel’
y’uya ‘his farm’> < yi{ ‘3SG.IND’  + bu-ya ‘farm’

89.  bhui "itokpi ‘behead’ < bhui ‘cut’ + kutokpi ‘head’
di ’uya ‘farm (v)’ < du ‘cultivate’  + bu-ya ‘farm’
vu ’ifi ‘be hot’ < vu  ‘catch’ + ki-fii “fire’

90a. Ama 4t5 "udzo.
Ama 45 bu-dzo
Ama SM-cook CM-palm.oil
‘Ama prepared palm oil.’

90b. anyin ébuku ’ulu.
a-nyi ni é-bukid bu-lu
CM-man DEF SM-be.drunk CM-drink
‘The man is drunk.’

90c. édzi ’ika.
é-dzi ki-ku
3SG-buy CM-yam
‘S/he bought yam.’

17 beshelu is also used by some speakers. In this case, the whole prefix of bu-lu ‘drink’ is
deleted.
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As can be seen in the sentences in (90), the initial consonants of the prefixes of the
object pronouns are not realised. When I once tried to produce the same sentences
with the complete prefix, my consultants reacted saying “if you speak like that,
everybody will know you are a learner of the language or a stranger”. Moreover, if
the full forms of these prefixes are used in such sentences, the native speakers’
judgment is that “the sentence is not wrong but that it is not how we say it”.

252 Vowel elision

Whenever two vowels (final and initial vowels of two words following each other)
come together, one of the vowel gets elided. However, in careful speech, speakers
do not always elide the vowels as is the case in (91d) which is an elicited sentence.
In this sentence, neither the final vowel of the verb némi ‘bite’ nor the initial vowel
of dyadi ‘farmer’ is elided. In the examples in (91a) - (91d), the (final) vowels of
Kofi, yi ‘3SG’, ta ‘shoot’ and é-blidzya ‘snake’ have been deleted because they are
followed by another vowel a- in (91a) and (91b) and by o- and e- in (91c) and

(91d) respectively.

9la. Ama Kof’agbén3.
Ama Kofi 4-gbén3
Ama Kofi SM-marry
‘AMA Kofi married.’

91b. Ama y’agbans.
Ama yi 4-gbans
Ama 3SG.IND SM-marry
‘AMA he married.’

9lc. at’6tan.
a-t4 o-ti ni
3SG-throw CM-gun DEF
‘He shot the gun. ’

91d. éblidzy’enémi ayadi.
é-blidzya énémi 4-yad n{
CM-snake  SM-bite CM-farmer DEF
‘A snake bit the farmer.’

Another example of vowel elision involves the definiteness marker. The full form
of the definiteness or topic marker in Tafi is n{ ‘DEF’/‘TOP’. Most often, its final
vowel is elided in fast speech and the reduced form is attached to the word
immediately preceding it. The tone carried by the deleted vowel, however, remains
and it moves leftwards on to the alveolar nasal /n/ as shown in examples (91c) and
(91d) above and also in (92) and (93) below.



Phonology 41

92. ba-gani — ba-gan ‘the animals’
ba-ga gbigbla ni — ba-ga gbigblin ‘the big animals’
ba-ga gbigbla tidbha ni — ba-ga gbigbld tidbhari  ‘the two big animals’

93a. anyinGvaen éféké y’afukpan
4-nyinGvde ni é-féké i ba-fukpa n{
CM-boy DEF SM-lift 3SG.IND CMPL-shoe DEF
‘The boy lifted his shoes.” (FS)

93b. odpn ta.
o-d5 n{ o-td
CM-bell DEF SM-strike
“The bell has sounded.’

Also, most often, when the 1st person singular object pronoun m{ ‘1SG.IND’ is
cliticised to the verb its vowel gets elided and as it is with the definiteness marker,
its tone shifts leftwards on to the bilabial nasal. This is illustrated in (94).

94.  tsiré mi — tsirérh ‘tell me’
bisi mi — bisih ‘ask me’
tu mi — turh ‘beat me’
kast m{ — kasirh ‘teach me’
kafti m{ — kaftirh ‘praise me’

2.5.3 i/t-insertion

The process of ii-insertion occurs after the deletion of the initial consonant /k/ of
the ka- class prefix of nouns or postpositions. The choice of /i/ or /v/ depends on
the [ATR] value of the prefix vowel. The examples in (95) are made up of a noun
and a postposition. Those in (96a) and (96b) consist of a verb and a postposition
while in (96¢) - (96¢), we have a verb followed by a noun.

95a. bu-tiidbha  ‘on a mountain’ < bu-ti ‘mountain’ + kdbha ‘top’
95b. kpl3idbha  ‘on a table’ < kpl3 “table’ + kabha  ‘top’
95c. bi-viiiede  ‘behind a house’ < bd-vii ‘house’ + kede ‘behind’
95d.  kpl3iési ‘under a table’ < kpl3 ‘table’ + kesi ‘under’
95e. bu-tiiédé ‘behind a mountain’ < bu-ti ‘mountain’ + kede ‘behind’
96a. mabha ‘defeat’ <~ na ‘eat’ + kébha ‘top’
96b.  ziesi ‘sit down’ <~ za ‘be.at:NPRES’ + kesi ‘down’
96¢c. npiedzi ‘be costly, dear’ < pa ‘eat’ + ke-dzi ‘market’
96d. tieyt ‘fight a war’ < ta ‘throw’ + ké-yu ‘war’
96e. viepi ‘go home’ — W ‘go’ + ke-pi ‘home’
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After the i/t-insertion, if the noun preceding a postposition has a final high tone,
this high tone spreads rightwards on to the i1 vowel that has been inserted and then
onto the syllables of the postposition or noun that bear low tones until the
penultimate syllable as illustrated in (95a) and (95d). In (96), after the prefix
consonant /k/ of the postposition or noun is deleted, the vowel of the verb also gets
elided before the vowel /i/ or // is inserted. Furthermore, contrary to the high tone
spreading in (95a) and (95d), in (96d), the high tone of the deleted vowel of the
verb t4 ‘throw’ is not maintained. Moreover, the high tone on the first syllable of
the postposition in (96a) and of the noun in (96d) is also lowered.

254 Vowel Rounding

In addition to [ + ATR] vowel harmony, there are instances of rounding harmony in
the language. Rounding harmony is triggered by the 2™ person subject pronouns
and spreads to preverb markers. The morphemes ba and za in (97) and (98), for
example, mark the future and repetitive respectively. The vowels in these markers
assimilate the rounding feature of the vowel of the 2SG and 2PL subject pronouns
as illustrated in the sentences in (97b), (98b) and (98c). The (a) sentences are
examples with these markers occurring with other subject pronouns. In (98c), we
have four preverb markers co-occuring. They are the repetitive, persistive, ‘again’
and future markers.

97a.  Abavt sukd.
é-ba-v1 sukd
3SG-FUT-go school
‘S/he will go to school.’

97b.  Jbovt sukdi.
5-bo-w1 sukd
2SG-FUT-go school
“You will go to school.’

98a. Azavt sukd.
a-za-vi sukd
3SG-REP-go school
‘S/he went to school again.’

98b.  Ozovt sukd.
§-zo-w1 sukd
2SG-REP-go school
“You went to school again.’

98c. Kliso, ozokovlobogwi "ulu?
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kliso 9-zo-ko-vlo-bo-ywi bu-lu
N 2SG-REP-PERS-again-FUT-drink ~ CM-drink
‘So, you are going to drink again?’

2.5.5 Changes in vowel height/ quality

When two words follow each other and the first word ends with the vowel /a/
while the second word begins with a prefix whose vowel is /i/ or A/, both vowels
become /e/ as shown by the examples in (99). With the exception of (99a), in (99b)
— (99¢), the prefix consonant, /k/, of the following word is deleted first. After that,
the vowel /a/ lowers the prefix vowel i/ in height to become /¢/. Subsequently, the
/e/ vowel of the verb or noun assimilates the /a/ vowel to become /¢/.

13

99a. ne’ekpd ‘enjoy life’ <~ pa eat’ + -kpi ‘life’
99b. ge’edzo ‘travel’ <~ ga ‘walk> 4+ ki-dzo  ‘way’
99c. pe’edd ‘eat’ <~ pa ‘eat’ + ki-d5 ‘thing’
99d. o-dééshi ‘metal stick’ < o-d4 ‘metal’ + ki-shi ‘stick’
99¢. o-heeshi ‘in a company’ < o-ha ‘group’ + ki-shi ‘midst’

Similarly, when the vowel /o/ occurs in final position of a preceding word and it is
followed by another word whose prefix vowel is /i, the height of the Vi vowel is
lowered to /g/. In (100a) — (100c), the consonant /k/ of the prefix is, first of all,
elided before the vowel /i is lowered to /¢/.

100a. a-nd ’evu ‘a person’s stomach’<— a-nd ‘person’ + ki-vu ‘stomach’
100b. bo ’ezhu€ ‘blow a whistle’ < bo ‘blow”  + ki-zhu€ ‘whistle’
100c. t5°éd5  ‘cook’ ~ t5 ‘cook”  + ki-d5 ‘thing’

2.5.6 [+ ATR] feature assimilation

Vowels in a preceding word can assimilate the ATR features of vowels in the
following word. This is illustrated by the example sentences in (101). (101a) is a
proverb in which we have the verb mj ‘give birth, bear’ followed by the noun eyi
‘child’ and in (101b), the verb t§ ‘cook, boil” precedes the noun elf ‘palmnuts’. The
[-ATR] vowel of these verbs becomes [ + ATR] in the environment of the [ + ATR]
prefix vowel of the following noun. Also in (101c), we have an independent
pronoun followed by a verb stem whose vowel is +ATR. In (101c), the final
vowel of the independent pronoun is deleted and its initial vowel assimilates the
+ ATR feature of the following vowel (i.e., the vowel of the subject marker on the
verb). In (101d), we have a matrix clause comprising a 2SG subject pronoun o and
the verb ti ‘know’ (6ti ‘you know’) followed by the complementiser s{ marked by
the 2SG pronoun 9 (9si). The vowel of the verb ti ‘know’ is elided and the 2SG
subject pronoun on this verb then assimilates the -ATR value of the subject marker
on the complementiser.
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101a. Kasala 'timd eyi gt edeyi ’ibuli?.

ka-sala ka-t{-m3 e-yi ful

CM-tortoise SM-NEGI1-bear CM-child REL

e-de-yi ki-buli

3SG.DEP-ITIVE-resemble CM-snail

“The offspring of a tortoise will not resemble a snail.’ (Proverbs #42)

101b. Abaté élin owdlago.
é-ba-t5 e-li n{ o-wolago
3SG-FUT-cook CMPL-palmnut DEF CM-evening
‘S/he will boil the palmnuts in the evening.’

101c. Ogugu toli ol’dyi ni ’kIf an.

o-gugu to-li oli 6-yl n{ kit
CM-shout AM-INDEF 3SG.INDEF SM-sound LOC CM-there
an{

TOP

‘There is a sound coming from there.’

101d. Kliso, 5t osi ani kasala ...
kliso 6-ti o-si ani ka-sala
SO 2SG-know SM-COMP NEGCL CM-tortoise
“That is why had it not been that tortoise ..." (Kasala)

2.5.7 Compensatory lengthening

The process of compensatory lengthening occurs in contexts where whole prefixes
or syllables of, for instance, some nouns in the bu- classes, other nouns and the
verb yik3 ‘take’ get elided in connected speech. Also, when interrogative pronouns
are formed out of the interrogative quantifier -shi ‘how many/much’ they usually
have two forms, a long and a short form. These interrogative pronouns are formed
by prefixing the independent pronouns of the various noun classes to the
interrogative quantifier together with its agreement prefix. In the short form, the
root of the independent pronoun is elided with the prefix remaining. This deletion
is compensated for by lengthening the prefix vowel as shown in (102a) and (102b)
(see chapter 3, § 3.2.2.4 for further discussion). With regard to the verb yik3 ‘take’,
in fast speech, speakers at times elide its first syllable and then the vowel of the
morpheme immediately preceding it may be lengthened as illustrated in (102c).
Similarly, the bu/bu- prefix of some nouns in the bu- classes also gets elided in
rapid speech and then the (final) vowel of the preceding word is lengthened. In the
sentences in (102d) and (102¢), the vowel of the verbs has been lengthened after
the deletion of the initial syllable (102d) and the prefix (102e) of the following
word.
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102a. i tifshi —  1i-tfishi ‘how many (of them)?”  (i- class)
102b. ali t4dshi  —  ad-td4shi ‘how many (of them)?”  (a* class)

102c. ... ké odko ’bal’okpi gazé gbigblanim.

ka o-ytkko  o-bal o-kpi gazé gbigbla
then 2SG-take SM-pour SM-put.into metal.pot big

ni kum

DEF in

‘... then you pour (it) into the big metal pot.’

102d. Kof” agaafuo.
Kofi 4&-na fufuo
Kofi SM-eat fufu
‘Kofi ate fufu.’

102e. azaapém kiwililin.
é-za bu-pa kum  ki-wi {-1ilin{
3SG-stay CM-house inside CM-day AM-DEM
‘He stayed at home on that day.’

2.5.8 Vowel Coalescence

Vowel coalescence is a process in which vowels which were originally
distinguishable from each other merge together. In Tafi, this process occurs at
morpheme boundaries where two contiguous vowels fuse into a different vowel to
which none of the original two are directly related in terms of vowel quality. This
can thus be represented as V1 + V2 = V3 where a vowel that ends a preceding
word (V1) and a vowel that begins the following word (V2) coalesce into a single
vowel (V3) with a different quality. In my corpus, all cases of coalescence involve
a as V1 and vi as V2 resulting in € as V3. V2 could be a prefix vowel or it could
result from the deletion of an initial consonant of a CV syllable such as the
consonant k in kumu ‘inside’ as in example (103a). Vowel coalescence also occurs
when the dimunitive suffix -1/i is attached to a noun whose final vowel is a yielding
-g as shown in (103b).

103a. bu-ya ‘farm’ + kum ‘inside’ — bu-yem ‘in a farm’
103b. ki-pidzya ‘CM-goat’ + - ‘DIM’>  — ki-pidzy# ‘a small goat’
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2.6 Loanwords

Loanwords in Tafi are mainly from inland Ewe'® in particular, with some few from
Akan and English. Heine (1968:131) observes that the main source of borrowing
for the southern and eastern Togo Remnant languages is Ewe while for their
counterparts on the western side it is Twi. In view of the fact that the contact
between the Baagbo and the Ewes is intense, the flow of borrowing from Ewe
seems to be greater than from Akan and English. Heine (ibid) also notes that
loanwords from other European languages like Portuguese and Dutch found in
these languages entered them through Ewe and Twi which are lingua francae. In
Tafi, as in Nyagbo, Logba and Avatime, Ewe and English are used as a means of
instruction, in schools, in churches, hospitals, markets as well as mass media -
radio, TV, and newspapers.

Usually, when a language borrows from another, the ensuing effect on the
borrowing language is that there is either loss of linguistic features, addition of
features, or replacement of old native linguistic features by new interference
features. In the case of Tafi, for instance, in the phonology, we find that the
voiceless bilabial fricative /§/ which was previously not in the language got
introduced into it as a result of borrowing from Ewe. This is illustrated by the
words afu ‘sea’ and Abuifé which is an Ewe appellation for Ofi one of the Tafi
communities.

Also, some nouns borrowed into the language are allocated to certain noun classes
because their prefixes bear phonological resemblance to either the singular or the
plural prefix of that class. Some of these prefixes are maintained while others are
modified. For example, the prefixes of the borrowed nouns in (104a) — (104c) seem
to bear some phonological resemblance to the plural prefixes of the ki-/a%-
singular/plural and o-/i- singular/plural classes while the prefixes of those in (104d)
and (104e) also sound like the singular prefix of the o-/i- class. The singular form
of the loanwords in (104a), (104b), and (104c) are assigned the prefixes ki-, o-,
and o- respectively by backformation whereas the plural forms of those in (104d)
and (104e) are assigned the prefix 1- and i-, also by backformation.

Tafi Source language
104a. a-kpa “fish (pl)’ < Ewe akpa “fish’
104b. i-gla ‘jaw (pl)’ < Ewe e-gla ‘jaw’
104c. i-td ‘gun (ply’ < Ewe e-ti ‘gun’
104d. o-ma ‘town, village’ < Akan oman ‘state’
104e. o-frakad ‘flag’ < Akan ofrdkad ‘flag’

18 The inland Ewe dialects are the Ewe varieties spoken in Kpando, Anfoega and Ve.
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Moreover, when loanwords are adopted into the language, there may be changes in
the vowels and consonants of some of these words as exemplified in (105) below.
Some oral vowels are nasalised and vice versa as illustrated in (104a) and (104b)
above as well as in (105b).

105a. a-fukpa < a-fokpa ‘shoe’ (Ewe)
105b. 1-h& < e-h§ ‘knife’ (Ewe)
105¢c. 1-sb < e-sd ‘horse’ (Ewe)
105d. pt < pe ‘want’ (Akan)
105e. i-dzyi < e-dzi ‘heart’ (Ewe)
105f. agbedi' < a-gbeli ‘cassava’ (Ewe)
105g. gelee < gedee ‘many’ (Ewe)

The tones that these loanwords carry may vary or remain the same. As shown by
the following examples in (106) and in (105a) — (105e) above, some prefixes with
mid tones in the source language carry low tones in Tafi.

106. Tafi Ewe Gloss
a-yi a-yi ‘beans’
e-nyi é-nyi ‘elephant’®
a-zi a-zi ‘groundnuts’

Also, low or high tones on some stem syllables in Ewe become either LH or H
while some LM tones become LH in Tafi. This is illustrated by the first example in
(107) below and also by the examples in (106) above. There is no change in tones
on the last two borrowed words in (107).

107. Tafi Ewe Gloss
trd tré ‘twist’
kind kdni ‘funeral’
pétéé pétéé ‘all’

Loanwords in Tafi whose source is English are only a handful. These words are
modified to conform to the syllable structure of the language. For instance, any
loanword with a CVC syllable structure is always pronounced with a vowel added
to the final consonant. Thus, instead of a single CVC syllable we have two
syllables, CVCV, with each syllable bearing its own tone as shown in (108). Also,
diphthongs are reduced to monophthongs as illustrated in (109).

19 Some speakers also use the same form of the Ewe word for cassava.
2 The original meaning of &-nyi in Ewe is ‘cow’.
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English Tafi Ewe
108. cup /kap/ kspu k3pu
bucket  /bakit/ bokiti bokiti
cork /ka:k/ kdk kdki
cigarette /sigoret/ sigaréti sigaréti
109. trousers /trauzoz/ tr3za trdza
plate /pleit/ pritt prente
paint /peint/ pénti pénti

As illustrated in (108) and (109) above, the Tafi loanwords and most of the Ewe
loanwords are phonologically similar. Therefore, it is not yet clear whether these
loanwords entered Tafi through Ewe or not. It could be that these words were
borrowed into Tafi directly from English.

2.7 Tafi orthography

As at now, there is no standard orthography available for Tafi. In this section, I
present some of the orthographic conventions used in this grammar, some of which
are based on the Ewe orthography because Tafi speakers who are literate in Ewe
are familiar with the Ewe orthographic conventions. This would facilitate the
transition from Ewe writing practices to the Tafi ones.

The consonant sounds in (110) below are represented with the same character and
these have more or less the phonetic value of the IPA symbols:

110. /p,b, f, fw, v, t,d, s, z, k, g, kp, gb, x, xw, h, hw, ts, dz, m, n, 5, gw, L, r, w,
w/

The following sounds are represented differently from the IPA symbols:

- The voiced aspirated bilabial stop [b"] is written as ‘bh’.

- The voiced post-alveolar stop [d] is written as ‘d].

- The voiceless palatal fricative [f] is written as ‘sh’.

- The voiced palatal fricative [3] is written as ‘zh’.

- The voiceless palatal affricate [tf] is written as ‘tsy’.

- The voiceless labialised palatal affricate [tfw] is written as ‘tsyw’.
- The voiced palatal affricate [d3] is written as ‘dzy’.

- The palatal nasal [pn] is written as ‘ny’.

- The glide [j] is written as ‘y’.

The vowels /i, 1, €, €, a, 9, 0, U, U/ are written as i, 1, €, €, a, 9, 0, U and u. Nasal and

G and @. With respect to tone marks, an acute accent [ © ] on a tone-bearing
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segment, usually, a vowel or a syllabic nasal, represents a high tone, a macron [~ ]
represents a mid tone and instances where a particular vowel is not tone-marked
represents a low tone. However, a grave accent [ ~ ] on a syllabic nasal represents
a low tone. A rising tone is marked with a hacek [ ¥ ] or a grave accent and a
macron [ ~ ] on the segment while a circumflex [ * ] or an acute accent and a
macron [ ~ ] or a macron and a grave accent [ ~ ] on a tone bearing segment
represents a falling tone.

Orthographic vowel sequences where the first vowel is a high front vowel i or 1 or
a back vowel o, 9, u, or u are phonologically a sequence of a palatal glide and a
labial velar glide respectively. They are written as vowel sequences following the
Ewe orthographic convention for such sound sequences as shown by the examples
in (112) and (113).

111. =zaza /zyazya/ ‘often, usually’
tiashi /tyashi/ ‘how many/ much’
tieti ftyeti/ “five’
kampiesi /kémpyesi/ ‘armpit’

112.  kééyi lkwéyl/ ‘exit’
ehoé /ehwé/ ‘cowries’
gugoé /gugwé/ ‘last’
kahloé /kahlwé/ ‘antelope’

113. kibai /kibwi/ ‘word, matter, case’
bhui /bhwi/ ‘cut’
pot /pWi/ ‘roast, bake’
kazhué /kédzhwé/ ‘bird’
kibut /ktbwi/ ‘dew’

The verb and its markers — subject markers and preverb markers constitute one
phonological word. They are therefore written together as one orthographic word.
In sentence (114a), the subject marker /o/ which precedes the verb is written
together with it and in (114b), the subject pronoun, the repetitive, persistive,
‘again’ and ventive preverb markers are attached to the verb.

114a. Osif odzyini.
o-si ni o-dzyini
CM-tree DEF SM-break
‘The tree broke.’

114b. Dzokovlobowi "ulu.
9-z9-ko-vlo-bo-Wi bu-lu
2SG-REP-PERS-again-VENT-drink CM-drink
“You are going to drink again.’
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An elided initial consonant or syllable of a noun is indicated by an apostrophe sign
(’). Where two sounds in a sequence are elided only one apostrophe is used. I do
not show the elision in postpositions where it concerns the elision of their initial
consonants. This is because the elision is a process of their grammaticalisation
from nominals to postpositions. I also do not indicate the elision of the vowel of
the definiteness or topic marker n{ with an apostrophe because ni{ ‘DEF’ or ‘TOP’
is developing from a particle to a clitic. This also applies to the first person
singular pronoun mi which is also developing into a clitic. The examples in (114a)
above and (115) below are illustrations.

Moreover, the noun, the definiteness marker and the reduced form of postpositions
are written together as shown in (115a) and (115b) below.

115a. Okutan dkpast kisGgbanim.
o-kitd n{ 5-kpast  ki-sGgbd ni kum
CM-orange DEF SM-be.in CM-bowl DEF inside
“The orange is in the bowl.’

115b. Keplukpar *étsiri kpl3iabha.
ke-plukpd ni  ké-tsiri kpl3 kabha
CM-book DEF SM-be.on table top
“The book is on a table.’

As illustrated in (115a) and (115b), the definiteness marker is attached to the
subject NP. Also in (115a), the definiteness marker and the postposition following
the object NP have been written together with it. In (115b), the postposition which
directly follows the object NP is written together with it.

Furthermore, there is a liaison between the reduced forms of words that end in a
consonant (e.g. the definiteness marker 1) and the following word beginning with a
vowel. See for example, the sentences in (115) above.



