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Jacobus Cornelis van Rijssel was born on the 28" of August 1985 in Lisserbroek, The
Netherlands. He attended secondary school from 1997-2003 at the Herbert Vissers College
in Nieuw-Vennep. In 2003, Jacco started his Bachelor in Biology at Leiden University.
During this study he gained research experience by conducting an internship at the
department of Integrative Zoology which involved the influence of swimming on testis
development in silver eels. After receiving his Bachelor's degree, Jacco continued with a
Master in Evolutionary and Ecological Sciences at Leiden University. During his Master
education, Jacco conducted two research projects. In 2007, he studied the effect of ambient
noise and blackbird density on the song of forest and city blackbirds at the Behavioural
Biology department. In 2008, he continued his Master by conducting an internship at the
Institute of Environmental Sciences (CML), Leiden. After he received grants and
scholarships from various sources, he spent almost half a year in Waza National Park,
Cameroon, studying the ecology and livestock conflicts of African lions. Later on that year,
in October 2008, Jacco received his Master's degree in Evolutionary and Ecological
Sciences.

In 2009, Jacco returned to the department of Integrative Zoology to start his PhD on
the changing morphology of Lake Victoria cichlids under the supervision of Dr. Frans
Witte and Prof. Dr. Michael K. Richardson. During his PhD, Jacco conducted fieldwork in
Tanzania where he collected live Lake Victoria cichlids and transported them back to the
Netherlands. Foreign lab experience was gained when Jacco visited the Great Lakes
Observatory in the U.S.A to be trained in stable isotope analyses. Jacco gave several
international conference talks, for one these, at the XIV European Congress of Ichthyology,
he received a Best Oral communication Award. He published his research in several peer-
reviewed scientific journals such as: Biological Journal of the Linnean Society,
Evolutionary Ecology and Evolution. Jacco reviewed several papers on divergent topics in
Mammalian Biology, Biological Journal of the Linnean Society and Ecology. After his
PhD, Jacco will continue his research in the field of evolutionary ecology as a Postdoc at
EAWAG, at the department of Fish Ecology and Evolution, led by Prof. Dr. Ole Sechausen,
in Kastanienbaum, Switzerland.
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