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Annick S. Lang was born on January 19, 1982 in Meyrin, Switzerland. During her secondary
education, Annick participated in a language exchange program in Australia. It was in the Austrialian
rainforest of Fraser Island that she discovered her interest for botany and ecological studies. She
obtained her high school diploma in modern languages at Collége Rousseau in Geneva in 2001.
That same year, she started biology studies at the University of Neuchéatel, Switzerland, where she
obtained a bachelor’s degree three years later. While studying various subjects related to plant
biology (plant- insect interactions, phytosociology, plant ecology), her interest for evolutionary
botany, and especially bryology, grew stronger. In 2006, Annick obtained a master’s degree in
Behavioural Ecology and Evolution from the same university, with a major in Botany. Her master’s
project focused on population genetics of a rare European fen orchid, Liparis loeselii (L.) Rich, in
Franche-Conté (France) and Switzerland. During her master’s, she also participated in the European
project ‘Intrabiodiv’ and worked as a teaching assistant for botanical practicum courses.

After obtaining her master’s degree, she went back to Geneva where she worked for three
years at the Conservatory and Botanical Garden on a liverworts type collection digitalisation
project. This is where Annick was infroduced to the moss genus Dicranum and undertook preliminary
investigations on D. scoparium with the bryophyte, fern and gymnosperm curator Dr. M. J. Price.

Annick started her PhD in November 2009 at the National Herbarium of the Netherlands
(now Naturalis Biodiversity Center) where she pursued bryological studies under the supervision of
Dr. M. Stech. During her PhD, she participated in international conferences in Vladivostok (Russia),
Melbourne (Australia), and New York (U. S. A.) and was involved in the organisation of Naturalis’s
seminars. Furthermore, she had the opportunity to supervise one MSc project on male dwarfism in
D. scoparium. After her graduation, Annick intends to continue her research on the genus Dicranum
with the aim to study the effect of pseudomonoicy on population level in more detail.
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