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Lenneke Schrier was born on August 9, 1979 in Den Helder (The Netherlands). 
Between 1999 and 2004, during her study Medicine, she was a member of the 
International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations-The Netherlands, 
an organization that aims to improve Global Health and the personal devel-
opment of future health care professionals. During this period, she initiated 
several projects within the field of health and human rights. In 2001 and 2002 
she presided over the national board, and from 2002 until 2004, she was a 
member of the Supervisory Board of the national board. In 2004 and 2005, 
she worked as a pre-doctoral visiting research fellow at the lab of Dr. Jeffrey 
Baron at the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(nichd, nih, Bethesda, United States). The Section headed by Dr. Baron 
investigates the cellular and molecular mechanisms governing childhood 
growth and development. During this period, she studied the depletion of 
resting zone chondrocytes during growth plate senescence in an animal 
model, which led to a publication in an international journal. Between 2005 
and 2007, she worked (temporarily) as a pharmacovigilance assessor at the 
Dutch Medicines Evaluation Board (The Hague, The Netherlands). During this 
work, she noticed the lack of data on efficacy and safety of drugs in children, 
and this observation made her want to contribute to knowledge in this area 
through scientific research and education. In 2007, she was involved in the 
World Health Organization (who) Project ‘Make Medicines Child Size’, which 
aims to lead to increased access to effective, safe and affordable medicines for 
children. Within this project, she assisted in the development of the Essential 
Medicines List for Neonates (who Department Policy and Standards). For this 
work, the Leiden University Fund awarded her with the Janneke Fruin-Helb 
Beurs, an award aimed at the encouragement of excellent students that have 
received a Leiden University International Fund grant for research intern-
ships abroad. This award enabled her to participate in the European Course 
on Evaluation of Medicinal Products in Children in 2008. The extracurricular 
activities described above were done whilst studying Medicine. After obtaining 

her medical degree (with honours) in 2008, she started working as a pediatric 
resident at the Reinier de Graaf Ziekenhuis in Delft (The Netherlands). Early 
2009, she started her phD program at the Centre for Human Drug Research 
(chdr) – in collaboration with the Willem-Alexander Children’s Hospital 
(wakz) – in Leiden (The Netherlands), under supervision of Prof. dr. Adam 
Cohen and Prof. dr. Joop van Gerven (chdr), and Dr. Rám Sukhai (wakz), a 
position she held until 2012. During this period, monthly input was provided 
by the Pediatric Pharmacology Network, consisting of several pediatricians, 
including Prof. dr. Jan Maarten Wit (wakz), Alfred van Meurs (Juliana Children’s 
Hospital, The Hague, The Netherlands) and Rob Pereira (Pediatric Department 
Maasstad Ziekenhuis, Rotterdam, The Netherlands). Most of the research 
described in this thesis was performed within this period. Whilst working at 
the chdr, she was trained as a clinical pharmacologist; she obtained her cer-
tification in 2014. Her interest in non-invasive monitoring of drug (side) effects 
on the central nervous system in children and adolescents led to a 1-year train-
ing in Radiology at the Erasmus Medical Center (Rotterdam, The Netherlands) 
under supervision of Dr. Winnifred van Lankeren in 2013. Since June 2014, she 
is in training as a pediatric resident under supervision of Dr. Wouter Kollen at 
the wakz.
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